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START RAMP



In another shake-up, but a welcomed one, the 
European Rally Championship (ERC) takes a giant leap 
forward thanks to the new promoter Eurosport Events.
 Eurosport Events are responsible for the action-
packed and highly popular Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
(IRC) series, which after six seasons in the limelight is now 
moulded with the FIA’s European Rally Championship. The 
fi rst major statement from the news series is that Austria’s 
Jännerrallye will open the new-look 2013 season.
 Based in the town of Freistadt near Linz, the snow 
event starts from 03 - 05 January as crews battle for glory 
on the challenging hilly asphalt stages, traditionally coated in 
snow and ice at that time of year.
 Too boot, next year’s ERC will feature rounds on 

all three surfaces: snow, gravel and asphalt and a number 
of rally organisers are holding discussions with Eurosport 
Events as they work to secure a slot on the exciting new 
calendar for 2013.
 François Ribeiro, Motorsport Development Director 
of Eurosport Events, said: “One of the biggest, yet most 
exciting challenges we face as the new promoter of the 
ERC is the formalisation of the calendar for 2013. We are 
delighted to open ERC 2013 in winter conditions with an 
established event such as the Jännerrallye. Starting the new-
look ERC with a snow rally is going to be very exciting for all 
our teams, drivers, partners, fans and viewers. Over the next 
few weeks we’ll close negotiations for the remaining ERC 
rounds before the complete 2013 schedule goes to the FIA 
Rallies Commission and FIA World Motor Sport Council for 
ratifi cation.”
 The Jännerrallye is the fi rst event to be confi rmed 

on the ERC schedule for 2013. The remaining rounds will be 
announced over the coming weeks. However, rumour has it 
that the list below is to be ratifi ed by the FIA in th coming 
weeks:
01) Janner Rally: January 03 - 05
02) Winter Rally: January 26/27
03) Azores Rally: February 21-23
04) Circuit of Ireland: April 05/06
05) Tour de Corse: May 08 - 10
06) Croatia Rally: May 23 - 25
07) Ypres Rally: June 20 - 22
08) Rally San Marino: July 04 - 06
09) Sibiu Rally: July 18 - 20
10) Rally Zlin: August 30/31
11) Rally Poland: September 27/28
12) Cyprus Rally: October 31 - November 02

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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SERVICE PARK



There are some rallies that stand out from 
championships for their importance as an event itself. 
One of such event is the Saaremaa Rally, traditionally 
the fi nal round of Estonian Rally Championship and the 
last rallying event in the Baltic region.
 As this rally is season fi nale, the title is yet to be 
decided and the drivers are fi ghting for the available points. 
But, something about the Saaremaa Rally makes the drivers 
and teams from other countries also compete. This rally 

really has an inexplicable charm: I can also assure you that 
our zero car team has driven here for last seven years!
 However, do not take this event lightly; the stages 
are tricky and complicated, and every year spectacular 
crashes are witnessed. For your refl ection, the retirement list 
of the this edition of the Saaremaa Rally had 55 names…
 In the last rallying event in this region, the beauty 
of the Estonian island of Saaremaa, very specifi c roads and 
unpredictable weather creates an astonishing event and 
winning there is very prestigious. For every team, either 
Estonian, Finnish, Latvian, Russian or Norwegian, the win 
here is highly regarded by all. Some of these nations have 

been represented as winners of previous editions of the 
Saaremaa Rally, and the list includes some famous names: 
Juho Hanninen, Andreas Mikkelsen, Mads Östberg, Ott 
Tänak… This year Entry list saw another very well known 
name, that of Vatanen. Max Vatanen entered the rally, but 
he retired at the start of SS5 due technical failure. His father 
gave autographs and photographed with fans at the fi nish 
podium.
 There is a limit of entries – 150 cars - and every 
year this number has been reached without any special 
advertising. This year was no exception, too. Recce days 
were comparatively warm and sunny, but September is very 

Words: Liga Stirna
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rain: rain poured three weeks in a row before the event, so 
the roads were very slippery especially in between the trees 
in the forests. Teams had to complete ten stages over two 
days of competition, including a short SSS in Kuressaare city 
on Friday night. 
 After fi rst day of competition, the lead was held by 
Estonians: Karl Kruuda, Rainer Aus and Timmu Kõrge. The 
second day, however, belonged to Russian Alexey Lukyanuk. 
This is very interesting driver – not a youngster, but he 
began competing some years ago with an old Russian rally 
car and just recently sat in serious Group N4 and R4 cars. 
And, it showed his potential! 
 To beat Estonians on their home soil really means 
something, and Lukyanuk together with his co-driver Alexey 
Arnautov were able to do just that. The Russians won fi ve 
of six stages on Day Two, and Saturday evening they were 

cheered as winners of 45th Saaremaa Rally!
 Now we here in Baltics are waiting for white and 
cold - no, not Christmas – just winter as on 19 January 2013 
the rally cars will begin to roar once more. Estonia hosted 
the last event of the 2012 season, but rallying in 2013 will 
start in Latvia. Will we see you? H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) A. Lukyanuk/A. Arnautov 
       Russia, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X R4 – 57m 53.8s
02) K. Koitla/A. Ots 
       Russia, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX N4 + 10.8s
03) K. Kruuda/K. Järveoja 
       Estonia, Skoda Fabia S2000 R4 + 48.5s
04) R. Aus/S. Koskinen 
       Estonia, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX N4 + 55.2s
05) T. Kõrge/E. Pints 
       Estonia, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX N4 + 01m 02.0s
06) E. Kaur/E. Lepikson 
       Estonia, Subaru Impreza N4 + 01m 07.2s
07) J. Feldmanis/A. Jesse 
       Latvia, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X R4 + 01m 08.7s
08) R. Murakas/K. Adler 
       Estonia, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X N4) + 02m 09.2s
09) J. Hiltunen/J. Kalliolepo
       Finland, Skoda Fabia S2000 R4 + 02m 35.9s
10) R. Kvaraciejus/M. Čepulis 
       Lithuania, Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 03m 59.4



Mikko Hirvonen and Jarmo Lehtinen claimed their fi rst 
WRC victory of 2012 with their Citroën Total World 
Rally Team. The Finnish pairing stormed to a one 
minute lead on SS4 and maintained it to the fi nish line 
in this past weekend’s WRC Rallye Italia Sardegna. In 
a welcomed shake-up overall leader board and factory 
crews dominance of the top positions, numerous big 
name teams crashed out of the four-day rally and set 
up a surprising podium. Evgeny Novikov/Ilka Minor 
and M-Sport Ford Rally Team team-mates Ott Tanak/
Kuldar Sikk, clinched fantastic second and third overall 

for their best-ever results to date after well-deserved 
performances from SS1 to the fi nal parc ferme.
 The rocks and stones littering the 16 gravel stages 
upset the leader board for this the penultimate round of 
the 2013 World Rally Championship. With Sebastien Loeb 
and Daniel Elena (Citroën Total World Rally Team) having 
already claimed the Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ Championship 
at previous round, but the remaining podium positions are 
yet to be settled. This Italian round saw Hirvonen’s 25-point 
haul launch him into second place overall, Mads Ostberg 
(Adapta Ford World Rally Team) secured fourth overall in 
this event and that moved the Norwegian ace into third in 
the Championship ahead of his Blue Oval factory-backed 
compatriots...

 Without taking anything away from Hirvonen’s 
victory, he did have a somewhat easy run to the fi nish after 
three of his biggest rivals were ruled out of contention for 
the victory on Day Two. The Finn was matching pace with 
Loeb on Thursday night’s two speed tests, but Loeb’s ability 
to pull out magic stage times at will may have seen this 
duel become intersting if Hirvonen were able to continue 
his march. Loeb crashed and damaged his Citroën DS3 
WRC’s steering in SS3, and retired from the event. Jari-
Matti Latvala (Ford World Rally Team) and team-mate Petter 
Solberg also suffered on Day Two: Latvala hit a bank and 
damaged his car’s radiator, while Solberg hit a rock.
 This meant that Hirvonen inherited a lead over one 
minute as he started Day Three’s stages, and he had only to 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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concentrate and maintain his pace to record the victory. 
 Hirvonen did just that, and recorded his fi rst of 
2012. Regular WRC fans will remember that Hirvonen did 
actually win the WRC Rally de Portugal in February, but he 
was excluded after his Citroën DS3 WRC failed the post-
event scrutineering.
 “It feels really, really good to win, I’m really happy,” 
said Hirvonen. “We’ve been second fi ve times here and fi nally 
I got the win. I felt really good with the car, we pushed on 
Thursday and Friday and then we managed our advantage 
yesterday and this morning. It’s a fantastic victory for the 
whole team and I look forward to doing the same in Spain 
now – I’ll be fl at out there.” 
 Novikov took second place overall. The Russian 
posted top six times in virtually all the stages - including 
going quickest in SS6, SS7 and SS10 – and was just over a 

minute up on his team-mate, Ott Tanak at the end.
 “It was a long rally, with very tricky stages,” said 
novikov. “We pushed where we could and then we managed 
and kept our position. It’s fantastic [to get second place], I’m 
very happy.”
 Estonian sensation Tanak satisifi ed with third 
overall, despite losing signifi cant time on Day One after 
opting for the wrong tyres: “I’m really happy to take my fi rst 
WRC podium,” he commented. “It was a perfect weekend. 
I’m so pleased for the team as well. They’ve done an 
incredible job during the whole season.”
 “Mad” Mads Ostberg was fourth, but it could have 
possibly been a sweeter result had he not lost chunks of time 
on the Power Stage with a puncture. The Norwegian was set 
for a podium early fi nish, but a rear differential failure on the 
repeat loop on Day Two dropped him back. He fought back 

though on Day Three, winning four of the day’s six stages 
and hauled himself back up the leader board.
 Sebastien Ogier continues to make his presence 
know in the WRC despite steering a Volkswagen Motorsport 
Skoda Fabia S2000 to beat Chris Atkinson (WRC Team MINI 
Portugal) to fi fth, with the experienced Australian’s speed 
faded in the fi nal stage when he picked up a puncture and 
lost over a minute. The two had been separated by just 5.3 
seconds ahead of the second-run through Gallura...
 Ogier was delighted to take P5 in his Skoda Fabia 
S2000 and the fact he set the pace in SS5 on Day Two – the 
fi rst time in WRC history a S2000 car has been quickest 
overall in a test – was another reason for celebration.
 “It was a perfect weekend and we got the perfect 
result,” said Ogier. “I’m very happy to give it to the team 
also as a boost of confi dence in preparation for next year 



[when we will use the Polo R WRC]. We were probably helped 
by our start position and because we saved tyres with the 
S2000. It was good fun in the car though and we had a very 
good drive.”
 Second of the S2000 machines was Ogier’s team-
mate Andreas Mikkelsen, seventh overall. He was only 50 
seconds off the WRC MINI Team Portugal John Cooper Works 
WRC of Chris Atkinson it must be said. Eighth overall was 
Martin Prokop (Czech National Ford Rally Team), with Petter 
Solberg (Ford World Rally Team) ninth after having to restart 
the rally on Day Three under Rally 2 rules.
 The former World Champion from Norway said: “I’m 
sad for Malcolm and Ford. I failed and that’s the hard part. 
I always want to do my best and this time I got it wrong, 
which is quite frustrating. I want to go to Spain now and win 
for the team.”

 Luca Pedersoli rounded out the top ten and took 
the fi nal WRC drivers’ point on his fi rst outing at the top-
level in over a decade: “It’s amazing, I take home one WRC 
drivers’ point which is great. This was our target coming 
into the event so I can say it is mission accomplished. It’s 
unbelievable. It was a tough race but we made no mistakes 
and I’m very, very happy. It wasn’t easy as every corner is 
so diffi cult here and it’s easy to make a mistake and go off. I 
hope to be back soon, maybe in 2013.”
 In the PWRC, Nicolas Fuchs took the victory, despite 
brakes issues and two punctures. Marcos Ligato was second, 
30.4 seconds back, while Valeriy Gorban completed the 
Production class podium.
 The season fi nale will be run in Spain for the 
RallyRACC Rally Espana on 08 - 11 November. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroen DS3 WRC – 03h 23m 54.9s
02) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 20.6s
03) O. Tanak/K. Sikk
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 21.1s
04) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 42.9s
05) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 04m 27.5s
06) C. Atkinson/S. Prevot
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 05m 22.2s
07) A. Mikkelsen/O. Floene
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 06m 12.5s
08) M. Prokop/Z. Hruza
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 29.3s
09) P. Solberg/C. Patterson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 09m 52.3s
10) L. Pedersoli/M. Romano
       Citroen DS3 WRC + 20m 35.6s



Antoine L’Estage and Nathalie Richard (Rockstar 
Energy Drink Team) won the 2012 Pacifi c Forest Rally, 
the fi fth round of the Canadian Rally Championship 
(CRC). The victory establishes the pair as the 2012 
Canadian Rally Champions, the fi fth such title for 
L’Estage and Richard. “It was a good rally for us,” 
said L’Estage. “After we won the championship, I just 
wanted to have fun and drive fast. Everything was 
perfect, not a scratch on the car.”
 Coming into the event, L’Estage had to balance 
the need to beat rival Leo Urlichich/Carl Williamson, but not 
risk a mistake that would cost a successful fi nish. However, 
Urlichich/Williamson crashed out early on the fi rst stage, 
handing the title to L’Estage/Richard. “Our main goal was 

to lock up the Championship here,” said Richard. “With Leo 
crashing out on the fi rst stage, that goal was attained, and 
so that took the pressure off.”
 The team ended the fi rst day in the lead, despite 
a broken wheel on the fi nal stage that cost valuable time. 
The pair benefi tted from running fi rst on the road for most 
of the day, while those behind had to deal with dust hanging 
in the air following the leaders. “We had a very good start to 
the rally,” said L’Estage. “Times are good, and we’ll keep the 
same pace for the rest of the night.”
 In second place for much of the event was Pat 
Richard/Alan Ockwell (Subaru Rally Team Canada). However, 
the engine in the Subaru had failed by the end of the day on 
Friday, and the crew feverishly worked through the night to 
put in a replacement engine. The new engine was donated to 
the cause by Subaru’s crew chief, from his own daily driver, 
but was not as powerful as Richard’s race engine.

 Behind the leaders a battle was developing with 
Hardy Schmidtke/John Hall doing their best to hold off Max 
Riddle/Aaron Neumann. The two crews continued to trade 
times and positions right until the fi nal stage of the rally. 
Two newer drivers, with experienced co-drivers, found their 
way into striking distance of the podium. Alexandre Beland/
Lyne Murphy found themselves running fi fth place after the 
fi rst day, in Beland’s third-ever national rally. 2012 Freeride 
Mountain Bike World Tour Champion Brandon Semenuk, co-
driven by Jennifer Daly, was just outside the top fi ve after 
the fi rst day, with a lot of confi dence going into the second 
day of stages.
 Starting on Saturday morning crews faced damp 
road conditions that meant no dust to interfere with visibility. 
Richard/Ockwell made it halfway through the day before an 
engine fi re forced the team to retire from the event.
 With Richard’s retirement, the battle between 
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Schmidtke and Riddle was now for second place while Beland 
and Semenuk rounded out the top fi ve. The fi nal three 
stages, all run downhill on Helmer Road, gave teams a last 
chance to make up ground on their competition. L’Estage 
was comfortably in fi rst place, and cruised to victory. “I really 
liked today’s stages,” said L’Estage. “Conditions were good, 
and the Yokohama tires worked perfectly.”
 Between Riddle and Schmidtke, competition was 
very tight. Over the fi rst two passes of Helmer, the two 
teams traded times and positions. Heading for the fi nal 
stage, Schmidtke’s car was experiencing turbo problems 
but held off Riddle to claim second place, a career-best 
fi nish. “We left for the last stage and the turbo went,” said 
Schmidtke, of his late-rally drama. “Before the stage, we 
topped up the oil. The turbo seized, but we just limped 
along. We’re here, and we’re so excited to have a podium. 
It’s been the best battle of my career.”

 Riddle had struggled earlier in the season in the 
aftermath of a heavy crash, but proved that he’s back to 
his fast ways with third place. “We beat Hardy on the last 
stage, but not by enough,” said Riddle. “It’s our fi rst national 
podium. It’s amazing, and it erases all the bad things that 
happened earlier this year.” 
 The trend of best-ever results continued, with 
Beland earning fourth place, and Semenuk taking fi fth.
 Only one car fi nished the rally as part of the two-
wheel drive class. Krystian Ostrowski/Christopher Galeki 
fi nished 14th, the last car in the rally, after every other two-
wheel drive car failed to fi nish the event.
 

H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) A. L’Estage/N. Richard
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo - 01h 31m 59.60s
02) H. Schmidtke/J. Hall
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo - 01h 41m 02.10s
03) M. Riddle/A. Neumann 
       Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 01h 41m 09.20s
04) A. Beland/L. Murphy 
       Subaru Impreza WRX - 01h 41m 12.60s
05) B. Semenuk/J. Daly 
       Subaru Impreza WRX - 01h 41m 44.50s
06) T. Kertes/S. Armstrong 
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo - 01h 43m 18.40s
07) G. Bruce/Martin Burnley
       Subaru Impreza WRX - 01h 46m 45.10s
08) T. Nelson/R. Edwards
        Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 01h 47m 21.20s
09) E. Pehota/R. Doucet 
        Subaru Impreza WRX - 01h 47m 46.90s
10) A. Kozlov/M. Matas 
        Subaru Impreza WRX STi - 01h 48m 24.90s



MINI’s recent announcement to withdraw from the WRC at the end MINI’s recent announcement to withdraw from the WRC at the end 
of 2012 didn’t dampen WRC MINI Team Portugal’s Chris Atkinson of 2012 didn’t dampen WRC MINI Team Portugal’s Chris Atkinson 
and co-driver Stephane Prevot as they marched to seventh in thsi and co-driver Stephane Prevot as they marched to seventh in thsi 
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As the FIA WRC Academy crews continued their 
‘meet the driver’ sessions at Rallye de France - Alsace 
last weekend, the youngsters had the opportunity 
to put their questions to one of the strongest and 
most promising partnerships in the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) – Volkswagen Motorsport’s 
Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia.
 As Rallye de France victors in 2011 and one of 

the most talented up-and-coming personalities in the 
sport, Ogier was the obvious choice for the WRC Academy 
competitors to probe with their questions in France.
 Having claimed fi ve WRC wins last year, the 
Frenchman made the move to Volkswagen for the 2012 
season and went on to secure the highest ever WRC fi nish 
for a S2000 specifi cation car when he piloted his Skoda Fabia 
S2000 to sixth place overall on the Tarmac round in Germany 
and fi fth overall in Sardinia last weekend.
 Sharing their experience and advice, the pairing 
spoke of their satisfaction and excitement regarding the 

development of Volkswagen’s Polo WRC – behind the wheel 
of which the Frenchman will contest the 2013 season and 
has already racked-up more than 5,000 km of testing.
 Ogier also recounted how he progressed in his early 
career. With the support of the FFSA, the then 22-year-old 
paid just €20 to enter a selection process that eventually 
won him a funded season in the French Peugeot Cup. Having 
had this experience, he was well placed to comment on the 
importance of one-make series such as the WRC Academy – 
allowing pure talent to make the difference when all involved 
compete behind the wheel of equally-matched machinery.
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 In addition the pairing had a few tips on-hand for 
the WRC Academy competitors as they embarked on the fi nal 
all-asphalt round of the season. Principally, the duo warned 
that caution with cornering and cuts was crucial to securing 
a strong result and explained how best to get heat into the 
tyres on the closed-surface roads – an art which could prove 
pivotal given the close-fought nature of the one-make series.
 Supported by Ford Racing in Europe and with 
control tyres from Pirelli, the WRC Academy competitors will 
next contest the season fi nale in Spain where they will be 
looking to put the Volkswagen Motorsport pairing’s advice 
into practice.
 Timo Van der Marel said: “It was really cool to chat 
with Sebastian [Ogier] and Julien [Ingrassia]. They’re both 
really good guys and had a lot to say. Sebastian spoke about 

how he got to where he is now, and the unusual path he 
took to get there. A lot of people thought it would not be 
possible to get to the top of the sport through the route he 
took – with very little personal money – but he let his talent 
do the talking and proved them all wrong! Julien also gave us 
some advice on how to tackle the stages in France this year. 
He told us about the poles which are placed on some corners 
to prevent cutting which meant that we were even more 
prepared when it came to the recce. The most interesting 
thing they had to say was when they were comparing all the 
different cars that they had driven in recent years and how 
the approach to set-up and driving style differs slightly with 
each car. It was really encouraging to know that even the 
guys at the top of the fi eld, in some of the best cars around, 
still have to contend with the same things we do!”

 Sébastien Ogier said: “It seems that the drivers 
and co-drivers [in the FIA WRC Academy] intend to make 
the grade! To succeed, they must know each area of rally; 
not only driving the cars, but learning about sponsorship, 
about fi tness, about everything. The questions they asked 
were very intelligent and it is a great opportunity for these 
young guys to partake in a series such as the WRC Academy. 
I started with a Peugeot Cup in France where we all had the 
same car with no possibility of making changes to ride height 
or suspension, it was really basic. In the beginning, you have 
to prove that you are able to be fast with this car and to 
adapt to the situation and to be better than the others who 
have just the same as you. In the beginning, this is really 
good because you know that everybody has the same and 
that your talent just has to make the difference.” H&H



What could have been for the Ford World Rally Team... Yet another What could have been for the Ford World Rally Team... Yet another 
weekend of poor luck rues what coudl have been a victory for weekend of poor luck rues what coudl have been a victory for 
the team to celebrate. Will the fi nal round of the season see the the team to celebrate. Will the fi nal round of the season see the 
departing Ford of Europe backers lift the winner’s trophy in Spain?departing Ford of Europe backers lift the winner’s trophy in Spain?
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