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All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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START RAMP



Keith Cronin has more than an historic third MSA 
British Rally Championship (BRC) title to celebrate this 
season, the Irishman also takes the Raven Oils BRC 
Privateers Cup award, the second time he has been top 
privateer in four years.
 The award, which includes £2,000 of product 
sponsorship for 2013, is for competitors who are not 
included in one of this season’s six offi cial teams and was 
reintroduced in 2008 after a ten year break, before being 
sponsored by Raven Oils for the fi rst time this year.
 Cronin begun the season at the wheel of a Renault 
Twingo, initially as a one-off promotion, but despite retiring, 
he was bitten by the bug and made strenuous efforts to fi nd 

a top fl ight drive for the rest of the season.
 Although run by the vastly experienced Autosport 
Technology team from round two, he and Jarkko Nikara 
opted not to register as offi cial team-mates, instead 
competing directly against one-another for outright victories 
– no team orders here!
 However it was Northern Irishman Mark Donnelly 
who was top scoring privateer on Rallye Sunseeker back in 
February, tying for the lead with Nikara after nine stages, the 
Finn’s engine eventually crying enough.
 Cronin took his fi rst Privateers win on Rally North 
Wales, narrowly missing out on overall event victory on 
his fi rst outing in his Citroën DS3. But north of the border 
proved a hotbed of talent again in 2012; County Antrim 
driver Desi Henry’s second place in Bournemouth, coupled 
with fourth placed privateer in Wales elevated him to the top 

of the points table, four points ahead of Peter Taylor.
By the time of the Pirelli Rally, Cronin’s second victory had 
moved him within striking distance of Taylor and Henry, 
Nikara and Donnelly tied for fourth with a non-fi nish apiece 
to contend with.
 On the asphalt of round four, the Jim Clark Rally, 
the Irish locked out the top three on the Privateers podium, 
Cronin followed by an improving Jonny Greer and a second 
bronze fi nish for Mark Donnelly. The result was enough to put 
Cronin on top, Henry dropping to second in the tables after 
an off cost him several places.
Now fully into his stride, it was left to Cronin to take the 
spoils on the fi nal two rounds, Carryduff’s Jonny Greer 
coming closest to the West Cork man, with Henry taking 
third despite another off that ended his assault on home 
asphalt.
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The world’s spotlight is shining on Monsieurs Leob and Elena, and The world’s spotlight is shining on Monsieurs Leob and Elena, and 
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SERVICE PARK



In a fi tting fi nale to the 2012 South African Rally 
Championship the two crews who have dominated the 
season to date will vie for the honour of claiming the 
title at the last event, the Garden Route Rally in the 
Western Cape on 02 - 03 November.
 Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton (Sasol Racing Ford 
Fiesta S2000) lead Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol 
Team Toyota Auris S2000) by 20 points after seven rounds 
with a maximum of 25 points still on offer. Both need to drop 
their worst round of the season and right now this would see 
a 10-point swing in favour of Gemmell/Swan.
 Their domination of the Championship in their 
S2000 cars is illustrated by the fact that between them they 
have won six of the seven rounds so far (Cronje four and 

Gemmell two) and 46 of the 81 special stages (Cronje 34 
and Gemmell 12) contested.
 Whichever way it goes, history is in the making. 
Neither driver has won the Championship before and Swan 
would become the fi rst woman co-driver champion since 
Minota van Bergen in 1970. Houghton is the reigning co-
driver champion. Toyota, aiming for a record 15th successive 
Manufacturers Championship and 21st altogether, trails Ford, 
who has not won since 1976, by 18 points.
 Gemmell, who has fi nished runner-up on three 
occasions since 2001, has kept his hopes alive with two wins 
and a second in the last four events, but opened the door for 
Cronje with a non-fi nish in the most recent round in Limpopo 
a month ago, which was won by Cronje.
 Although no other teams are in a position to catch 
the leading pair in the Championship, there is a tight battle 
for the fi nal place on the podium. Jon Williams/Cobus Vrey 

(Sasol Ford Fiesta S2000), who are the only other crew to 
have won an event, are 42 points behind the leaders but just 
a single point ahead of multiple former champions Jan Habig/
Robert Paisley (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000). Williams will 
be partnered by father Doug in the fi nal round.
 With pride at stake and a fi nal chance to wear 
the victors’ laurels this season, strong performances can 
be expected from a number of potential winners. Former 
champions Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries and BP Volkswagen 
team-mates Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson have had a lean 
season so far in the new Class S2000 Polo, but have shown 
good form in recent events, with both crews posting a 
second place in the last two rounds.
 Also worth watching are Leeroy Poulter/Elvéne 
Coetzee (Castrol Toyota Auris S2000), Hans Weijs/Bjorn 
Degandt (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000), Charl Wilken/
Greg Godrich (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000), Jean-Pierre 
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Damseaux/Grant Martin (Team Total Toyota Auris S2000), 
and Giniel de Villiers/Celeste Snyders (Imperial Toyota Auris 
S2000).
 While Gugu Zulu and Carl Peskin (BP Volkswagen 
Polo S2000) have already wrapped up the inaugural S2000 
Challenge for older specifi cation four-wheel drive cars after 
four wins to date, Namibians Wilro Dippenaar/Morne du Toit 
(McCarthy Toyota/PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX S2000) will 
be keen to add to their two category wins. Teenager Henk 
Lategan and Barry White (Q8 Oils Volkswagen Polo S2000), 
who are the only other crew to have won a round, will sit out 
the fi nal round as Lategan is writing his matric exams.
 In the Two Wheel Drive Championship for S1600 
cars all eyes will be on the battle between Championship 
leaders Craig Trott/Robbie Coetzee (Team Total Toyota RunX 
S1600) and Ashley Haigh-Smith/Craig Parry (Castrol/BP Ford 

Fiesta R2).
 The Drivers’ title is a straight fi ght between the 
veteran former champion Trott and the up-and-coming 
youngster Haigh-Smith. With one class win to Haigh-Smith’s 
two, Trott enjoys a signifi cant 18-point advantage over his 
younger rival and will be relying on all his experience and 
guile to claim the silverware.
 The situation is slightly different in the Co-
Drivers’ Championship. Kes Naidoo, who has navigated for 
both Haigh-Smith and Tjaart Conradie (Galvadip Toyota 
Auris S1600), is 23 points behind Coetzee and has a slim 
mathematical chance of overhauling him.
 The S1600 class has produced six different winners 
to date with only Haigh-Smith winning more than once. 
Contenders in this fi nal round will include previous winners 
Clint Weston (Reef Tankers Citroen C2 R2), Guy Botterill 

(Yato Tools Toyota RunX S1600) and Nic van der Westhuizen 
(SA Earthworks Ford Fiesta R2). Reading the notes for them 
will be Pierre Jordaan, Simon Vacy-Lyle and Stefan Cilliers 
respectively.
 The Garden Route Rally starts from the Garden 
Route Mall outside George at 12h00 on Friday 02 November 
following a qualifying stage at K1 Quarry at 09h30 that will 
determine the start order. The fi rst day will consist of fi ve 
special stages and will fi nish at the Wilderness Beach Hotel. 
There will be six special stages on Saturday starting from the 
Wilderness Beach Hotel at 07h00 and fi nishing back at the 
hotel in the afternoon. H&H



The all-action Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) 
season six reaches its climax in Cyprus from 02 - 
04 November with a star-studded line-up of crews 
tackling the Mediterranean island’s demanding mixed-
surface stages.
 With 70 percent of the timed runs on gravel and 30 

percent on asphalt and some stages featuring a combination 
of both surfaces, driver skill is put to the ultimate test as 
competitors grapple with compromised levels of handling 
and grip through the Troodos mountains and surrounding 
countryside.
 Based in Pafos, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
in the south-west of the island, the Cyprus Rally fi rst ran 
in 1970 and its list of illustrious winners includes Stig 
Blomqvist, Sebastien Loeb, Colin McRae, Ari Vatanen and 

Björn Wåldegard. Since its inclusion on the IRC calendar 
for the fi rst time in 2010, Nasser Al-Attiyah and Andreas 
Mikkelsen have both enjoyed outright success.
 They will be in action this year with Mikkelsen, 
the defending IRC champion, starting the event with an 
unassailable points advantage at the top of the standings in 
his Skoda UK Motorsport Fabia S2000. The Norwegian, 23, is 
planning the ultimate victory parade during the two days of 
competition by chasing a third victory of 2012 alongside co-
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driver Ola Fløene to seal his second IRC title in style.
 However, it’s not just the main IRC drivers’ and 
co-drivers’ titles that will be settled in Cyprus: the IRC 
Production Cup and IRC 2WD Cup crowns are both up for 
grabs with several drivers in contention in the two hotly-
contested support categories.
 This year’s Cyprus Rally begins with a ceremonial 
start on the evening of Friday 2 November followed by the 
3.20km Super Special Stage through the streets of Pafos 
from 19h00 local time. Six stages take place on Saturday 3 
November over a competitive distance of 100.32km, with 
a further six stages running on Sunday 4 November with 
133.62km timed. The fi nish will take place in Pafos at 16h56 

local time on Sunday.
 As well as counting as the 13th and fi nal round 
of the 2012 IRC season, the Cyprus Rally is also the 
penultimate event of the FIA Middle East Rally Championship 
schedule.
 Cyprus used to be synonymous for its punishing 
tight and twisty rock-strewn gravel tracks but the inclusion 
of asphalt and smooth loose-surface roads has increased 
average speeds and made it slightly less hard on car and 
crew. However, the event remains a tough test with high 
ambient and ground temperatures adding to the challenge. 
Of the three repeated stages on the opening day, one 
takes place on gravel, one is on asphalt and one is on a 

combination of the two. Sunday’s route features two mixed-
surface stages plus the event-closing all-gravel 30.41KM 
Panayia test, which is the longest of the rally.
 One of the exciting changes for this year is the 
inclusion of the 19.43KM Prodromi-Neo Chorio stage, which 
will run twice on Day One. Last year it was used for the 
Golden Stage Rally and is described by IRC Manager Jean-
Pierre Nicolas as a “beautiful and spectacular stage.”
 Double points will be on offer for all categories in 
Cyprus, which will only serve to increase the spectacle on 
offer. H&H
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PARC FERME



Continuing to develop its line-up of rally cars, Citroën 
Racing is proud to present the DS3 RRC. Faithfully 
derived from the DS3 WRC, the double World Rally 
Championship-winning car, this version has been 
designed for private drivers and is suitable for use in 
a wide variety of competitions (WRC-2, ERC, MERC, 
etc.).
 Having come into force at the start of 2011, the 
new FIA World Rally Cars regulations allow manufacturers to 
produce a Regional Rally Car (RRC) variant of their models. 
Set to gradually replace cars in the Super 2000 category, 
these products are intended for use in the championships 
below the level of the WRC: WRC-2 (formerly S-WRC), 

European Rally Championship (ERC), Middle East Rally 
Championship (MERC), some national championships and so 
on.
 The World Rally Championship-winning car in 2011 
and 2012, the Citroën DS3 WRC is now available in an RRC 
version. Visually, the two models are different since the 
regulations are more restrictive as regards aerodynamic 
features on the RRC. The bumper intakes are smaller and the 
rear spoiler complies with the S2000 standards.
 Under the bonnet, the 1.6-litre turbocharged direct 
injection engine has been slightly modifi ed, with a specifi c 
engine fl ywheel and a 30mm booster fl ange (compared with 
33mm on the WRC). Maximum power output therefore drops 
to 275bhp. The other signifi cant change concerns the brakes 
in tarmac confi guration: the diameter of the discs has been 
reduced from 355 to 350mm and the water-cooling system 

has been removed.
 Aside from these changes, the Citroën DS3 RRC 
maintains all the strengths of its big sister: reinforced body 
with welded, multi-point roll cage offering a high level of 
safety and resilience, McPherson suspensions and Citroën 
Racing adjustable shock absorbers, six-speed sequential 
gearbox...
 Developed over the summer during test sessions on 
gravel and tarmac, the Citroën DS3 RRC is now available for 
leasing from Citroën Racing Technologies. Its modest running 
costs and versatility make it an intermediary option between 
the DS3 R3 and the DS3 WRC. Competing this season in the 
Belgian Championship in a Citroën C4 WRC, Pieter Tsjoen 
and Eddy Chevaillier had the honour of driving the DS3 RRC 
on its competitive debut.
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This weekend sees the sun set on the 2012 South African Rally This weekend sees the sun set on the 2012 South African Rally 
Championship. With the Drivers and Co-Drivers Championship still Championship. With the Drivers and Co-Drivers Championship still 
undecided heading into this fi nal round, the Garden Route Rally will undecided heading into this fi nal round, the Garden Route Rally will 
be greatly entertaining.be greatly entertaining.
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