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Skoda UK Motorsport’s Andreas Mikkelsen has 
become the fi rst driver to successfully defend his 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) title, after 
fi nishing second on the fi nal round, the Cyprus Rally, 
in his Fabia S2000.
 Partnered by Ola Fløene, who retains the co-drivers’ 
title, Andreas has won two rounds of this year’s IRC, fi nished 
second fi ve times and recorded 58 stage wins. In fact, over 
the 2011 and 2012 IRC seasons, Andreas has recorded an 
impressive 99 stage victories!
 Skoda has dominated this year’s IRC, scoring 120 
stage wins out of a possible 172 on its way to be crowned 
IRC Manufacturers’ Champions for the third consecutive year. 

Four different Skoda drivers – Mikkelsen, Juho Hänninen, 
Jan Kopecký and Dimitar Iliev – won IRC events in 2012, 
Skoda drivers fi lled the fi nal top four positions on the drivers’ 
standings and the Fabia S2000 won eight out of the 13 
rounds.
 Mikkelsen took an early lead in Cyprus with fastest 
time on the opening Pafos city centre stage on Friday night, 
before losing two minutes and dropping to seventh after 
picking up a right rear puncture on Saturday’s opening stage.
 He launched an amazing comeback on the mixed 
surface stages in the rugged Troodos Mountains, setting 
seven fastest stage times over the next eight stages to close 
to within just 49s of leader Nasser Al-Attiyah after SS10.
 Another puncture on SS11 saw Andreas settle for 
second place in Cyprus and the IRC title – and in tribute to 
the contribution his co-driver has made during his double 

title success, and indeed since the start of Mikkelsen’s 
career, Floene drove the fi nal stage in Cyprus; setting a very 
respectable 13th fastest time!
 Said Mikkelsen: “These have been the best two 
years of my life in the IRC with Skoda UK Motorsport and it’s 
an amazing feeling to be champion again. I have to thank 
Skoda for giving me the chance to return to international 
rallying and giving me the best available car to help me 
develop as a driver. We tried hard to win the Cyprus Rally 
and we really went for it, but three punctures cost us a 
lot of time. The mixed surface format and the hot and 
rough conditions were a real challenge, but it’s been great 
fun to fi ght with Nasser and I’m really pleased with our 
performance.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Skoda UK Motorsport
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Toshi Arai is as linked with the Subaru brand in rallying as the STI Toshi Arai is as linked with the Subaru brand in rallying as the STI 
badge is on rally stages. Here is the Japanese driver fl ying his badge is on rally stages. Here is the Japanese driver fl ying his 
Impreza to a fi ne performance in the IRC’s Cyprus Rally.Impreza to a fi ne performance in the IRC’s Cyprus Rally.
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The Belgian/Dutch combination of Hans Weijs Jnr and 
Bjorn Degandt (BP Volkswagen Polo S2000) completed 
an impressive guest season in the 2012 South Africa 

Rally Championship by winning the season fi nale, the 
Garden Route Rally this past weekend.
 It was Weijs/Degandt’s and Volkswagen’s fi rst win 
of the year and it was well deserved. They won seven of the 
11 stages and had to overcome a 2min 20sec delay on Day 
One when they were forced to stop in SS3 to change a fl at 

wheel.  Their popular victory was made all the sweeter by 
team-mates and former champions Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson 
fi nishing second, 33sec in arrears after 11 special stages run 
in the George, Wilderness and Knysna areas on Friday and 
Saturday.
 Third, 55sec behind the winners, were Jon Williams 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Evan Rothman
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and father Doug in a Sasol Racing Ford Fiesta S2000, who 
were one of the few to avoid a puncture on the fast and 
stony forest roads cleaned by the recent rains.
 Mark Cronje/Robin Houghton (Sasol Racing Ford 
Fiesta S2000) clinched the Championship by fi nishing fourth 
overall and in the S2000 class, 09sec ahead of their nearest 
Championship rivals Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan (Castrol 
Team Toyota Auris S2000), who were fi fth. The fi nal points 
score was 155 to 144 after eight rounds, with Cronje/
Houghton winning fi ve and Gemmell/Swan two.
 Cronje and Houghton, who was the Co-Driver 
Champion in 2011, had led at the overnight stop in 
Wilderness on Friday, over a minute ahead of Kuun/Hodgson 
and Williams/Williams, who in turn were separated by less 
than 02sec after almost 100km of gravel road racing.
 Gemmell and Swan, who lost over 03min with a 

puncture on Friday’s SS4, were ninth overnight and pushed 
hard throughout Saturday to improve to fi fth at the fi nish 
despite another puncture on SS11 and close the gap to the 
Ford pair from over 03min to 9.5sec. They led by 09sec with 
one stage to go, but lost 18sec to the new Champions on 
SS11 when they suffered another puncture.
 Sixth were Japie van Niekerk/Gerhard Snyman 
(New Africa Developments Volkswagen Polo S2000). Gugu 
Zulu/Carl Peskin, who wrapped up the inaugural S2000 
Challenge for older specifi cation four-wheel drive cars in 
their BP Volkswagen Polo S2000 at the previous round in 
Limpopo, were seventh overall and again the fi rst S2000 
Challenge fi nishers. Namibians Wilro Dippenaar/Morne 
du Toit (McCarthy Toyota/PZN Panelbeaters Toyota RunX 
S2000) were the only other competitors in the S2000 
Challenge in the absence of Henk Lategan/Barry White (Q8 

Oils Volkswagen Polo S2000) and fi nished 11th overall, over 
06min behind Zulu/Peskin after experiencing clutch and 
gearbox problems on Saturday. The 19-year-old Lategan, 
who has emerged as one of the stars of the future, is writing 
his matric exams.
 Leeroy Poulter/Elvéne Coetzee in the second Castrol 
Toyota converted a disappointing 14th overall on Friday after 
three punctures and braking problems to fi nish eighth. They 
were particularly impressive on Saturday, fi nishing second in 
the fi rst four stages and winning the last two.
 Completing the top ten were Mark Cronje’s brother 
Gavin and co-driver Van Aardt Schoeman in a third Sasol 
Ford Fiesta S2000, who fi nished 02min 28sec ahead of Charl 
Wilken/Greg Godrich in a Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000.
 Prominent retirements on the fi nal day included 
former champions Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries (BP 



Volkswagen Polo S2000), fourth overnight despite two 
punctures on Friday, who damaged the Volkswagen’s rear 
suspension when they went off the road on SS7. Former 
champions Jan Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil Read Ford Fiesta 
S2000) were lying fi fth behind Cronje and Houghton after the 
penultimate stage when they suffered a broken steering rack 
on the open section to the start of the fi nal stage.
 Veteran Craig Trott and co-driver Robbie Coetzee 
(Team Total Toyota RunX S1600) clinched the Two Wheel 
Drive Championship for S1600 cars with third place behind 
the Castrol/BP Ford Fiesta R2 of Ashley Haigh-Smith/Craig 
Parry and the Reef Tankers Citroen C2 R2 of Clint Weston/
Pierre Jordaan.
 S1600 casualties included Nic van der Westhuizen/
Stefan Cilliers (SA Earthworks Ford Fiesta R2) who were 
forced to retire on SS8 after running out of tyres, and Guy 

Botterill/Simon Vacy-Lyle (Yato Tools Toyota RunX S1600), 
who went out on Friday with a persistent misfi re. Tjaart 
Conradie/Kes Naidoo (Galvadip Toyota Auris S1600) were 
retirements on Friday after mechanical problems.
 The Manufacturers’ Championship was won by 
Ford with a total of 744pts in a closely contested battle with 
Toyota winners for the past 14 seasons, who fi nished this 
year with 710pts. Third was Volkswagen on 528pts. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) H. Weijs Jnr/B. Degandt
       Volkswagen Polo S200 - 02h 07m 07.2s 
02) E. Kuun/G. Hodgson
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 33.8s
03) J. Williams/D. Williams
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 55.0s
04) M. Cronje/R. Houghton
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02m 06.1s
05) J. Gemmell/C. Swan
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 02m 15.6s
06) J. Van Niekerk/G. Snyman
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 02m 59.6s
07) G. Zulu/C. Peskin
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 04m 01.8s
08) L. Poulter/E. Coetzee
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 07m 36.6s
09) G. Cronje/V. A. Schoeman
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 07m 39.1s
10) C. Wilken/G. Godrich
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 10m 07.4s



Nasser Al-Attiyah has completed the all-action 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) season six with 
victory on the Cyprus Rally, which fi nished in Pafos on 
the weekend, following two days of high drama on the 
demanding mixed-surface stages of the picturesque 
Mediterranean island.
 By claiming the runner-up spot, Andreas Mikkelsen 
wrapped up his second consecutive IRC title alongside 
co-driver Ola Fløene having started the event with an 
unassailable points advantage. Robert Consani secured 
the IRC Production Cup with Harry Hunt and Renault 
clinching the IRC 2WD Cup drivers’ and manufacturers’ titles 
respectively.
 Qatari Al-Attiyah – a London 2010 Olympics bronze 

medallist – started Day Two with a lead of more than 
90sec over Mikkelsen, who had been delayed by a brace of 
punctures on Day One. Although the young Norwegian, in a 
Skoda UK Motorsport Fabia S2000, fought back to a defi cit of 
49s with a succession of stage wins, a double tyre defl ation, 
caused by big hit on the spectacular Prodromi run on Sunday 
afternoon, ended his outside hopes of victory and enabled Al-
Attiyah to cruise to his second IRC career win and the third 
for M-Sport’s Ford Fiesta Regional Rally Car in this season’s 
series.
 “It’s been a really fantastic weekend,” said Al-
Attiyah. “Our plan was to fi nish without any punctures and 
this is what we did. Everything has been working well, the 
tyres, the car, me, the co-driver, the team, everybody has 
done a good job. I’m also leading the Middle East Rally 
Championship so now I’m very happy. Andreas was not so 
lucky and had some problems, but this is part of the game – 

you need a lot of experience on this rally.”
 Mikkelsen, meanwhile, handed Fløene the wheel of 
their Fabia for the rain-hit closing test, which meant he was 
one stage best short of making it 100 stage wins in the IRC. 
“We’ve had two remarkable years with Skoda UK who have 
given me the opportunity to get my international career on 
track and I am so thankful to them,” said Mikkelsen, whose 
charging performance earned him the Colin McRae IRC Flat 
Out Trophy. “The IRC has been perfect for me and the team 
and now I hope I have proved everybody wrong who doubted 
me as being the right driver for this car by winning my 
second title.”
 Toshi Arai fi nished third in his Subaru Impreza R4 
STI for his and the Japanese car make’s maiden IRC podium 
with Tommi Mäkinen Racing team-mate Jarkko Nikara taking 
a strong fourth. Sepp Wiegand fought back from his exit 
with broken steering on SS7 to fi nish fi fth for Skoda Auto 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: IRC Series
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Deutschland after he demoted leading Cypriot driver Savvas 
Savva in the closing stages. German Armin Kremer took 
seventh with Hungarian László Vizin eighth in his Eurosol 
Racing Team Fabia.
 Arai might not have been able to successfully 
defend his IRC Production Cup title this season, but he 
emerged from the Cyprus Rally victorious nevertheless 
following his fi rst win of 2012. Driving a Subaru Impreza R4 
STI for rallying legend Tommi Mäkinen’s eponymous team, 
Arai took advantage when team-mate Jarkko Nakara suffered 
signifi cant delay on SS7 and controlled his sizeable lead to 
the fi nish. Cypriot Savvas Savva fi nished third with German 
Armin Kremer fourth.
 Aigner started the event in contention for the IRC 
Production Cup crown, but a brake cylinder failure on SS2 
led to his retirement. He restarted on the second day and 
although he was quickest in class on fi ve stages to fi nish in 

eighth place, it wasn’t enough to give the Austrian the 22 
points he needed to overhaul Renault driver Robert Consani, 
who captured the title alongside co-driver Nicolas Klinger, 
despite the French pair not being eligible for category points 
this weekend. Marco Tempestini and Vitaliy Pushkar were 
also in contention for the award but were in trouble early on.
 With title rival Robert Consani unable to restart on 
Day Two following the clutch failure that forced him out on 
Day One, Harry Hunt just had to reach the fi nish to secure 
the IRC 2WD Cup for a second time. Despite missing the 
event through injury, Hunt’s regular navigator Robbie Durant 
bagged the co-drivers’ spoils. Young Cypriot driver Panikos 
Polykarpou fi nished second with Zacharias Manoli third for 
Honda. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) N. Al-Attiyah/G. Bernacchini 
       M-Sport Ford Fiesta RRC - 03h 16m 25.2s
02) A. Mikkelsen/O. Fløene 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 03m 35.3s
03) T. Arai/D. Moscatt 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 10m 07.1s
04) J. Nikara/J. Kalliolepo 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 12m 42.1s
05) S. Wiegand/T. Gottschalk 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 14m 00.6s
06) S. Savva/A. Papandreou
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 15m 45.1s
07) A. Kremer/K. Wicha 
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 16m 52.4s
08) L. Vizin/G. Zsiros 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 19m 00.2s
09) S. Antoniou/“Chips Junior” 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 28m 28.6s
10) M. Bujdos/“Zoli” 
       Ralliart Lancer Evolution IX + 29m 29.0s



Ford and MINI aim to end their offi cial participation 
in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) on a high 
note this weekend when the 2012 season comes to a 
close in Spain.  After the decision to stop its factory 
support for the Ford World Rally Team, the Prodrive 
MINI WRC Team and the WRC MINI Team Portugal 

effective at the end of the year. The biggest talking 
point in Spain however is that this is most probably 
Sebastien Loeb/Daniel Elena’s last showing in their 
Citroën Total World Rally Team machine on Spanish 
soil. This weekend’s atmosphere in Salou is somewhat 
subdued, with all feeling the end of an ear hanging 
thickly in the air.
 Rally de España is based in the Costa Daurada 
holiday resort of Salou, south-west of Barcelona, and is 

one of the most varied rounds of the season. Traditionally 
a pure asphalt fi xture over smooth and fl owing roads in the 
Tarragona region, it has evolved into a mixed surface event 
in recent years with the introduction of gravel speed tests.
 Friday’s opening leg is 90 percent gravel, with 
several short asphalt sections included. The most demanding 
challenge will be the 44.02km Terra Alta special stage 
which includes three surface changes. The sealed surface 
roads are fast and can be compared to a race circuit in their 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Citroën Racing, WorldRallyPics
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characteristics. They are smooth, often abrasive and can 
become slippery as drivers cut corners to save vital tenths 
of a second, dragging stones and dirt onto the surface which 
the chasing teams will need to be wary of as the stages get 
ticked off.
 As both loose surface and asphalt stages are used, 
Michelin will have Latitude Cross gravel tyres and Pilot Sport 
asphalt rubber available. Latitude Cross tyres will be used for 
Thursday’s qualifying and Friday’s opening leg. Drivers have 
14 hard compound and eight soft compound covers available, 
and can use a maximum of 15. For the fi nal two all-asphalt 
legs, 20 Pilot Sport tyres can be used from a selection of 18 
hard and 16 soft compound covers. Teams are not allowed 

to hand-carve additional cuts into the tyres and each car can 
carry two spare wheels.
 To boot, eight crews are entered for the fi nal 
round of the FIA WRC Academy. The title was won at the 
previous round in France by Elfyn Evans/Phil Pugh, but four 
crews will battle it out in Fiesta R2 cars for the runner-
up spot: Brendan Reeves/Rhianon Smyth, José Suárez/
Cándido Carrera, Pontus Tidemand/Stig Skjaemoen and John 
MacCrone/Stuart Loudon.
 The fastest crew in the Qualifying Stage was 
unsurprisingly Loeb/Elena, with Evgeny Novikov just 0.1sec 
slower in the 2.94km-long stage. Mikko Hirvonen posted the 
third fastest time with the two Fords of Jari-Matti Latvala and 

Petter Solberg fourth and fi fth fastest. 
 Most of the route is familiar from the past two 
years. Friday’s opening leg west of Salou is 90 percent gravel 
and includes a new test early in the morning and a short 
mixed surface evening stage along the town’s seafront. 
The second asphalt leg heads north-west and contains two 
passes over the 45.97km El Priorat test, one of the longest of 
the season. The fi nal day is closer to Salou and includes the 
Power Stage, with bonus points on offer to the fastest three 
drivers. Competitors tackle 18 stages covering 405.46km in 
a route of 1391.73km. 
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Prodrive’s race engine team, headed by chief engineer 
Jason Hill, has been responsible for developing the 
engines for every Aston Martin racing car in the last 
eight years, as well as units for the Le Mans-winning 
Ferrari 550 and the British Touring Car Championship-
winning Ford Mondeo. This year, Hill’s team has also 
developed an engine for the 2013 Dakar Rally. He is 
working with BMW Motorsport’s engineers in Munich, 
who are developing the 1.6 turbo engine, which is 
used in both the MINI rally cars and BMW World 
Touring cars.

 “The MINI unit is very strong and there is headroom 
to increase the output of the 1.6 litre engine,” said Hill. 
“We have refi ned the engine calibration, turbo control and 
transmission control strategies which have made better 
use of the hardware we have and are being implemented 
now, but in the longer term there will be a new evo pack in 
conjunction with BMW Motorsport, including a number of 
mechanical enhancements, which will bring a major step 
change in performance early next year.”
 The engine is now the key area for development 
for the MINI John Cooper Works WRC, according to Prodrive 
WRC Team principal, Dave Wilcock. He said: “We know the 
chassis is very good, our performance in low grip conditions 
has clearly demonstrated that. The aero also works well 

and the car is easy on its tyres and while we are continuing 
to refi ne these areas, it is a given that more power will 
automatically bring with it better stage times. We know there 
is much more to come from this engine; more than enough 
to give us the performance to put us at the head of the pack 
and give us the opportunity to win our fi rst event.”
 Wilcock added: “I worked with Jason for more than 
ten years in our race team and if there was one area we 
always had the edge in the Mondeo, Ferrari 550 and the 
Astons, it was with our engines. Events like Le Mans expose 
engine performance and Jason’s engines have won it three 
times.”

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Prodrive

MORE POWER:MORE POWER: 
PRODRIVE TUNES PRODRIVE TUNES

UP MOTORSUP MOTORS

H&H



The 2012 WRC season is drawing to a close this weekend, and we The 2012 WRC season is drawing to a close this weekend, and we 
at Handbrakes & Hairpins wish all crews a safe and successful one. at Handbrakes & Hairpins wish all crews a safe and successful one. 
Stay tuned for next week’s bumper issue for all the news and action Stay tuned for next week’s bumper issue for all the news and action 
from this Spanish event.from this Spanish event.
Picture: WorldRallyPics.Picture: WorldRallyPics.
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