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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
eMagazine, or if you’d like to share this with a friend please 
send your e-mail address to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email 
addresses are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected by 
copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole or in part 
without written permission from the editor. While reasonable 
precautions have been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information from sources and given to readers, the editor 
cannot accept responsibility for any inconvenience or damage 
that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in his one hand and his mobile phone 
ringing in his pocket at the most inopportune 
times.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Contributors Liga Stirna, Patrick Vermaak, Motorpics, 
Newspress.
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
knowing as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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As Volkswagen Motorsport is about to enter the WRC in 2013, As Volkswagen Motorsport is about to enter the WRC in 2013, 
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Irish Rally driver Craig Breen clinched the SWRC 
(Super 2000 World Rally Championship) in heroic 
style this past weekend on the fi nal day of WRC 
RallyRACC-Rally de Espana. In doing so, Breen secures 
consecutive World Rally titles after winning the 
inaugural FIA WRC Academy Championship twelve 
months ago. The twenty-two year old suffered the 
severest blow of his career in June when his best 
friend and former co-driver, Gareth Roberts, was killed 
in an accident on IRC’s Rally, Targa Florio.
 The Waterford driver made a comeback on WRC 
Rally Finland in August and on the closing three SWRC 
rounds (Wales Rally GG, Rally de France-Alsace and this 

weekend’s Spanish round) of the season to stamp his 
authority on the Championship claiming a hat trick of wins. 
This weekend he also completed Rally de Espana in sixth 
overall, equalling Sebastien Ogier’s record of the highest 
overall fi nish of an S2000 car in the 2012 World Rally 
Championship.
 After taking a commanding advantage on Day One 
that saw the Ford driver hold an overnight lead of 03min 
41sec, Breen adopted a marking tactic over Saturday and 
Sunday’s stages. Controlling from the front, the Irish driver 
kept his arch rival Swede P-G Andersson at arm’s length 
covering every attack while preserving his car all the way 
through to a fl ourishing fi nish. At the conclusion of the 
eighteenth and fi nal stage, a euphoric Breen was overcome 
with joy for winning the title, but also refl ected on the huge 
loss during the summer: “Incredible, I can’t believe it, you 

know I’ve had questions about if I’m making the correct 
decision. But for reasons I can’t explain that wanted me to 
get back in a rally car immediately, and I think this confi rms 
it all. You know, we were meant to be here, we were meant 
to win this title and I’m so happy to have pulled it off.”
 The fi nal round in the 2012 World Rally 
Championship was played out around the holiday resort of 
Salou, on Spain’s Costa Brava. The season ending event held 
an extra twist being the only dual surface rally of gravel (Day 
One) and asphalt (Days Two & Three) as the Super 2000 
World Rally Championship went all the way to the wire. 
 The fi nale to the SWRC category had a three way 
battle forecast between Championship leader, Craig Breen 
(93 points), P-G Andersson (91 points) and Yazeed Al Rajhi 
(73 points) from Saudi Arabia.
 Al Rajhi’s third position, having a 20-point defi cit 
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to overcome, really saw the showdown of Ford driver Breen 
and Proton ace Andersson, the two most successful drivers 
in the competition to date. Thirty-two year old Andersson is 
a seasoned campaigner and is a two-time former winner of 
the Junior World Rally Championship and the lead driver for 
Proton Motorsport. 
 The opening day of Rally de Espana was based on 
gravel with six stages, but the predominant feature being 
rain had made the surface conditions treacherous. Initially, 
Andersson set the pace opening a gap of 16sec over Breen 
by the end of SS2. The highlight of the fi rst day in Salou was 
the 44kms of the Terra Alta special stage. The fi rst major 
incident of the weekend happened early on the fi rst run 
when Andersson’s Proton broke a driveshaft. By the end of 
the stage the Swede’s lead had vanished as Breen turned a 
16sec defi cit into a 01minute 09sec lead.
 In the afternoon as the action resumed with SS4 
Andersson cut Craig’s lead to 55sec, but again the rerun of 
Terra Alta would defi ne the rally. Early in the test the Proton 
driver hit a bank damaging his steering. Breen on the other 

hand had a perfect drive and by the end of day held an 
advantage of 03m 41.5sec.
 On Friday evening Breen said: “Today was just 
incredibly diffi cult, the hardest conditions I’ve ever driven 
in, so I’m very relieved to be here. The conditions were 
changing at every corner and it’s impossible to try and push 
in those kind of conditions.”
 WRC Rally de Espana is the only dual surface 
event within the World Rally Championship and for Day Two 
the event reverted to tarmac. With a commanding lead, 
Breen adopted a covering approach to each of the day’s six 
stages, keeping one eye on the road ahead and the other 
on Andersson’s stage times. A trouble-free run helped the 
former WRC Academy Champion to a controlled drive and by 
Saturday evening his lead was 03min 19sec.
 At the end of day Breen said: “I’ve been coasting 
around and if I could go any slower I would. Everything has 
gone according to plan today and although it’s been hairy out 
there on the stages we’ve been taking things very carefully. 
There’s quite a bit of pressure not to make a mistake 

and every little noise makes me panic that there might 
be something wrong. Now I just need to keep my fi ngers 
crossed we can get to the fi nish with no problems.” 
 The fi nal day to complete eighteen-stage rally 
rounded off with another six stages. Breen resumed his 
ultra-cautious drive over the morning loop by dropping 37sec 
as he continued his precautionary surge to the fi nish line. 
Reaching midday service his lead stood at 02min 42sec, but 
with only 46km the end was in sight. 
 Over those closing three stages, Andersson 
continued to narrow the gap as Breen slowed to all but a 
crawl. But the Irish driver’s happiness and relief bubbled to 
the surface as he reached the end of the fi nal stage when he 
knew he had clinched the Championship: “I really couldn’t 
have done this without everybody’s support and good wishes 
so I’d like to take this moment to thank each and everyone 
of you. It’s the perfect attribute to Gareth too and I am so 
happy to have won this title for him.” H&H



Nine times a World Rally Champion. NINE TIMES.Nine times a World Rally Champion. NINE TIMES.
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Mr Loeb has entertained World Rally Championship 
(WRC) and its millions of fans over the last decade 

with his brilliant driving skill, attitude to rallying and 
high level of professionalism. This past weekend’s 
WRC RallyRACC-Rally de Espana concluded not only 
the 2012 WRC season, but also closed a chapter on 
the sport’s history as Sebastien Loeb and Daniel 

Elena (Citroën Total World Rally Team) take a limited 
schedule on for the 2013 season.
 The nine-times WRC winners may have romped 
to yet another victory in 2012, but this rally didn’t start off 
according to the Frenchman’s script as Ford’s young stars 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Citroën Racing, WorldRallyPics, MINI

WRC RALLY DE ESPANA: WRC RALLY DE ESPANA: 
LOEB’S EIGHTH IN SPAINLOEB’S EIGHTH IN SPAIN



Ott Tanak (M-Sport Ford Rally Team) and Mads Ostberg 
(Adapta World Rally Team) took charge on Day One. Loeb 
moved into the lead on the asphalt stages of Day Two where 
he remained to the end of Day Three and the Parc Ferme in 
his Citroën DS3 WRC to record his eighth Rally de Espana 
victory.
 Jari-Matti Latvala (Ford World Rally Team) brought 
his career at the Blue Oval squad to an end with second 
overall in the event this weekend, keeping Loeb honest on 
the stages and splitting the second Citroën Total World Rally 
Team of Mikko Hirvonen behind him for third place overall. 
Latvala’s strong peformance, and bonus points from the 
Power Stage, earned him the third place in the Drivers’ 
Championship standings too.
 “For sure I really wanted to win this rally,” said 
Loeb. “We were really struggling in the start because it was 

really tricky on the fi rst day. On the Tarmac I was able to 
take the lead, but [Sunday] was not easy because we had 
some strange tyre choice and Jari-Matti was pushing very 
hard and getting closer.”
 “I would like to have done one more stage because 
it has been good to fi ght with Loeb,” said Latvala. “I have 
had some fantastic years with Ford, and thanks to Malcolm 
Wilson for being so supportive even though I’ve had many 
crashes.”
 Ostberg fi nished in fourth place after leading the 
rally for most of Day One and the morning loop of Day Two 
before an ‘off’ and small mishaps saw him drop off the lead. 
This Ford privateer showed his speed on his least favourite 
surface and was by far the Driver of the Day on Day One and 
Day Two in Handbrakes & Hairpins’ opinion. Citroën Racing’s 
Yves Matton would be silly to not select this Norwegian for 

his squad for 2013, and would prove a stronger match-up 
than Dani Sordo. Matton has earmarked these two drivers 
to fi ll the second seat in the Citroën squad for next year 
alongside Mikko Hirvonen.
Impressive in fi fth was Finn Jarkko Nikara (Prodrive MINI), 
steady and speedy in Spain. 
 Ott Tanak (M-Sport Ford World Rally Team) and 
WRC debutant Hans Weijs (Citroën DS3 WRC) both crashed 
out after sensational drives all weekend long, with Tanak 
lying steady in fourth at the time of his demise and Weijs 
seventh. Fresh from winning the fi nal round of the 2012 
South African Rally Championship, Weijs’ competitive debut 
in a World Rally Car in a WRC event showed his growing 
confi dence and prowess behind the steering wheel of a rally 
machine. This young Dutchman most certainly has a bright 
future in the sport!



 Craig Breen (Ford Fiesta S2000) secured the Super 
2000 World Rally Championship title in a career-best sixth 
overall, after claiming the WRC Academy crown in 2011. 
He was embroiled in a battle with Volkswagen Motorsport’s 
Sebastien Ogier (Skoda Fabia S2000) on Day One, until 
Ogier’s car ran into mechanical diffi culties on the liaison 
section to SS6 (which was the fi nal stage of Day One).
 Mexican Benito Guerra won the FIA Production 
Car World Rally Championship title, having taken maximum 
points on the fi nal round in this weekend.
 Chris Atkinson (WRC Team MINI Portugal) raced to 
seventh after struggling to fi nd the pace that saw him shine 
in previous events on the WRC calendar. Although stricken 
with mechanical problems, he battled for overall with P-G. 
Andersson (Proton Motorsport) who drove his Proton Satria 
Neo S2000 to a fi ne eighth overall.

 A start to his home round he would like to forget, 
Dani Sordo (Prodrive MINI) showed the potential and pace of 
his driving and the Countryman John Cooper Works WRC by 
claiming six stage wins on the event. 
 Rounding out the top ten was Evgeny Novikov (ALM 
Russia M-Sport Ford World Rally Team) who made it to the 
fi nish line after struggling through the stages too. He will 
surely looking forward to the start of the 2013 season to put 
this rally behind him.
 Next year’s WRC season fi res into life on WRC Rallye 
Monte Carlo on 15 January 2013. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
        Citroën DS3 WRC - 04h 14m 29.1s
02) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 07.0s
03) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 01m 46.8s
04) M. Østberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 56.4s
05) J. Nikara/J. Kalliolepo
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 16m 07.9s
06) C. Breen/P. Nagle
       Ford Fiesta S2000 +  18m 10.4s
07) C. Atkinson/G. Macneall
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 19m 14.7s
08) P-G. Andersson/E. Axelsson
       Proton Satria Neo S2000 + 20m 16.1s
09) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 25m 40.6s
10) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 25m 46.6s



Chris Atkinson deserves a drive in the WRC. Any doubters to his Chris Atkinson deserves a drive in the WRC. Any doubters to his 
commitment behind the steering wheel of his MINI Countryman commitment behind the steering wheel of his MINI Countryman 
John Cooper Works WRC, please stare here for some minutes.John Cooper Works WRC, please stare here for some minutes.
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As the fi nal stage of the WRC Rally de Espana was 
concluded this past weekend in Salou, the atmosphere 
in the Service Park was not its expected tones of 
celebrations and champagne. Instead, a muted 
and sombre air hung in the Service Park and Parc 

Ferme. The reason for this was that Ford, one of the 
leading lights in the promotion of rallying worldwide, 
effectively called an end to its active participation at 
the top level.
 Ford will, of course, not be far from the sport: 
M-Sport will continue to represent the Blue Oval’s motorsport 
aims and the countless number od privateer teams the 
world over will proudly fl y their fl ag in events. Ford’s direct 

fi nancial support of its campaigns has been slashed, but it 
will maintain the developmental and technical role it steers 
with the M-Sport engineers.
 Handbrakes & Hairpins bows down to this marque’s 
achievements at the top tier... Here are the numbers:

Ford in the WRC:
• 3 Manufacturers’ titles: 1979, 2006, 2007

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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• 2 Drivers’ titles: 1979 (B. Waldegård), 1981 (A. Vatanen)
• 308 rallies contested
• 82 wins: Focus WRC 44, Escort 31, Fiesta RS WRC 6, Sierra 
RS Cosworth 1
• 315 podiums
• 158 consecutive points fi nishes: 2002 Rallye Monte-Carlo 
to 2012 Rally de España
• 8 one-two-three fi nishes
• 21 one-two fi nishes
• 1 one-two-three-four fi nish (1979 New Zealand)
• 5 consecutive wins in 2009
• 24 consecutive podium fi nishes: 2008 Jordan to 2010 
Sweden
• Most successful rally: Greece (13 wins)

• Most successful drivers: M. Hirvonen  (14 wins), M. 
Grönholm (12 wins) and C. McRae (9 wins)
• 24 different rallies won
• 18 different drivers have won in Ford cars

In recent years, Ford would not be in competition were it 
not for Malcolm Wilson and his M-Sport crews. Their record 
speaks for itself:
• 2 FIA Manufacturers’ titles – 2006 and 2007
• 52 wins
• 158 consecutive points fi nishes: from 2002 Rallye Monte-
Carlo to 2012 Rally de Espana
• First win: 1997 Greece (Carlos Sainz/Luis Moya, Ford 
Escort WRC)

• Last win: 2012 Great Britain (Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka 
Anttila), Ford Fiesta RS World Rally Car
• 5 consecutive wins in 2009
• 24 consecutive podium fi nishes: 2008 Jordan to 2010 
Sweden
• Most successful driver: Mikko Hirvonen (14 wins).

We doff our caps to you, Mr Wilson and Ford of Europe. To 
M-Sport, good luck for the 2013 season and beyond! H&H



SWRC Champions Craig Breen and Paul Nagle: dominant in the WRC SWRC Champions Craig Breen and Paul Nagle: dominant in the WRC 
Rally de Espana. Breen claimed his second World Championship title Rally de Espana. Breen claimed his second World Championship title 
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best friend and co-driver Gareth “Jaffa” Roberts in a crash in an IRC best friend and co-driver Gareth “Jaffa” Roberts in a crash in an IRC 
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