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Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah is once again at the forefront of the Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah is once again at the forefront of the 
motorsport world. He is currently preparing for the Dakar Rally motorsport world. He is currently preparing for the Dakar Rally 
2013 with a buggy. Interest abounds regarding his aims and plans 2013 with a buggy. Interest abounds regarding his aims and plans 
for the 2013 World Rally Championship season...for the 2013 World Rally Championship season...
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START RAMP



Opel is returning to motor racing in the form of an 
internationally oriented rally program with the new 
Opel ADAM. 
 “These new motorsports activities play an important 
role in the strategic re-alignment of the company; they are a 

fundamental element of our brand profi le,” says Dr. Thomas 
Sedran, Opel’s Deputy CEO. Especially in grassroots, popular 
sports, the Ruesselsheim carmaker can look back on a long 
and successful tradition. 
 The aim of the company is to create a new 
competition that appeals to customers which is both 
technically sophisticated and reasonably priced, while at the 
same time providing a platform for young ambitious drivers 

to continuously develop their talent.
 With its commitment to rallying, Opel has the 
European stage now in its sights. After all, beyond the core 
market of Germany, there is a strong interest in rallying in 
all of the key European markets of the brand. Moreover, the 
World Motor Sport Authority FIA also has fi xed regulations 
that provide entry points and advancement opportunities for 
young drivers. A rally cup version of the new Opel ADAM, 
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which has been closely specifi ed to FIA R2 standards, will be 
used in the 2013 season. As part of the “ADAC Rally Masters” 
race series these customer cars will compete in a branded 
cup (“ ADAC Opel Rally Cup “). The allure of the competition 
is also increased by the fact that the most successful drivers 
can expect to win cash prizes. In addition, there is a special 
“junior rally” points system for drivers younger than 27 
years. The overall winner of a set of fi nal trials will get 
special coaching in the next season.
 As a strong partner Opel was able to gain an 

ally in the ADAC that shares an almost identical vision 
for new talent development. Above all, the ADAC uses its 
organisational and motorsport infrastructure for the common 
project. Opel’s strategy has been devised to last initially until 
2016. After that a modular development program has been 
envisaged where talented rally drivers can graduate from the 
“ADAC Opel Rally Cup” to an international level. In the fi rst 
two of four stages, the ADAM will be employed. In stages 
three and four the next generation Opel Corsa is expected to 
be the rally vehicle.

 The most successful era of the company’s rally 
history began in the mid-seventies. It was quite literally 
“driven” by the German driver, Walter Roehrl, one of the 
all-time top rally pilots. During his time with Opel, he and his 
Ascona A won the European championship title in 1974 and 
again in with the Ascona B in 1979. The crowning glory of 
the Regensburg man’s era was his world championship title 
in 1982. He achieved this with his legendary Ascona 400. H&H



The 2012 World Rally Champions Sebastien Loeb, Daniel Elena The 2012 World Rally Champions Sebastien Loeb, Daniel Elena 
and the mighty Citroën Racing DS3 WRC always draw a crowd.and the mighty Citroën Racing DS3 WRC always draw a crowd.
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As the FIA WRC Academy came to a close at the 2012 
Rally de Espana, the fi nal victory belonged to local-
boy Jose Suárez – a win which also saw his navigator, 
Candido Carerra, crowned 2012 FIA WRC Academy Co-
driver Champion.
 A sterling performance on asphalt saw Sweden’s 
Pontus Tidemand claim second, with the 2012 FIA WRC 
Academy Cup Champion, Elfyn Evans, rounding off his 

impressive season with another podium fi nish in third.
 The fi rst day of competition in Spain encompassed 
two loops of three gravel stages, interspersed with 15km of 
twisting asphalt, and provided some action-packed rallying. 
As the hills west of Salou witnessed some of the most 
treacherous conditions of the season, the WRC Academy 
crews showcased their potential once again – regularly 
posting times worthy of the top 20.
 With his home crowd behind him, it was Suárez 
who mastered the tricky conditions. Setting a consistent and 
composed pace, the 21-year-old established a commanding 

lead of over a minute heading into the fi nal day’s all-asphalt 
adventure. But with fi ve out of six stage wins to his name, 
Tidemand gave the Spaniard a run for his money and had 
been comfortably in control until a double puncture through 
the second pass of SS5 dropped him down to second.
 Recovering well despite a shaky start, Evans and 
new co-driver Sebastian Marshall developed their relationship 
throughout the day – so much so that they claimed a second 
fastest time through SS4, followed by a stage win on the 
next stage, to propel them into the fi nal podium position.
 However there was further heartache for Fredrik 
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Åhlin who became lodged on a mud-bank having taken 
avoiding action to dodge a rock on SS3. Having to run 400 
meters in search of helpful spectators, the youngster – who 
had been part of a Swedish one-two in the rally’s early phase 
– lost a lot of time, but remained a creditable fourth heading 
into the fi nal day.
 There was also drama for John MacCrone. Having 
demonstrated his growth as a driver on both surfaces, the 
treacherous conditions forced the Scot off the road on SS5 – 
forfeiting his podium position and leaving him no option but 
to restart under Rally 2 regulations the following day. The 
same stage saw similar misfortune befall Timo Van de Marel 
who had been running in a strong fourth place until he fell 
foul of the mud-strewn roads.
 After an eventful and unfortunate day for Brendan 
Reeves, the 23-year-old saw his chance of securing second in 

the Championship fall through his grasp as he lost over two 
minutes with a puncture on SS3. Further misfortune befell 
the Australian during the fi nal 45min service when the team 
discovered broken valve springs on his engine which required 
him to take Rally 2 penalties in order to return his Ford 
Fiesta R2 to full health for the fi nal day.
 Elsewhere, enjoying his fi rst venture to the world 
stage, Aron Domżała successfully completed his fi rst day 
of competition in the WRC to fi nish the day in eighth place 
respectively.
 With just one day of smooth asphalt stages left 
to run, the WRC Academy crews tackled two loops of three 
identical stages north-west of the rally-base in Salou. 
Keeping a cool head, Suárez had his lead well protected – 
even claiming a stage win through SS8 – and brought his 
Ford Fiesta R2 home to claim his fi rst WRC Academy win and 

a well deserved second place in the WRC Academy Cup.
 The day’s stage victories were shared between 
MacCrone, Suárez, Tidemand and Evans – all impressing 
on the sealed-surface tests. But with Day Two’s action 
establishing some big gaps, positions remained largely 
unchanged.
 Hitting a tree at high speed on SS10, Fredrik Åhlin 
was forced to retire from the event. The Swede was air-lifted 
to hospital and diagnosed with a broken rib – he was held 
overnight for precautionary checks. Co-driver Morten Erik 
Abrahamsen was uninjured in the incident.
 Tidemand closed his maiden season with his third 
podium of the year in second, with Evans ending what has 
been a dominant year for the Welshman on the fi nal step of 
the podium in third. MacCrone recovered well to claim fourth 
with Van der Marel fi fth, Reeves sixth and Domżała seventh.



 Jose Suárez said: “I am very happy with the job we 
did today – and I am very happy that I could bring Candido 
[Carerra, co-driver] the Championship. We kept a cool head 
throughout the rally yesterday, and then today we pushed a 
little bit more, but made sure that we fi nished all the stages. 
Everybody from my region is here to support me, and I am 
really happy that I could win for them here in Spain.”
 Elfyn Evans said: “It has been a diffi cult rally. A very 
diffi cult start as it took a while for me and Seb [Marshall, 
co-driver] to adjust to the car. We did some short stages 
in Belgium before coming here, but this was the fi rst true 
test for us. Then we had a puncture on SS3 that cost us a 
bit of time, so we ended the afternoon quite a bit behind 
yesterday. We started today with another puncture on the 
fi rst stage [SS7], but since then things went a lot smoother. 
We secured two fastest times and a second fastest time so 

it was good for us to see that our partnership is starting to 
really gel together. A podium isn’t a bad way to fi nish the 
season. Jose [Suárez] and Pontus [Tidemand] have driven 
really well this weekend, so I am glad for them and now just 
looking forward to next year.”
 The 2012 FIA WRC Academy Co-driver Champion, 
Candido Carerra, said: “I am very happy – the co-driver’s 
championship was very important to me. Jose [Suárez, 
driver] has done a very good job through the whole season. 
He has just been improving all the time and getting better 
and better with every rally. To win here in front of my people 
is an amazing feeling. There are a lot of good co-drivers from 
here – Luis Moya for example – maybe one day I can be as 
good as him too!” H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) J. Suarez/C. Candido - 03h 46m 51.3s
02) P. Tidemand/ S. Skjaermoen + 01m 19.7s
03) E. Evans/S. Marshall + 03m 22.3s
04) J. MacCrone/S. Loudon + 08m 41.5s
05) T. Van Der Marel/E. Berkhof + 11m 24.4s
06) B. Reeves/R. Smyth + 13m 22.3s
07) A. Domzala/K. Pietrusinski + 25m 38.1s



Harry Hunt is the Two Wheel Drive Champion in the Harry Hunt is the Two Wheel Drive Champion in the 
Intercontinental Rally Challege series for 2012. A well-deserved Intercontinental Rally Challege series for 2012. A well-deserved 
title after a hard-fought season. title after a hard-fought season. 
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Having driven for Citroën Racing between 2005 and 
2010, Dani Sordo has spent the majority of his WRC 
career with the team. Alongside co-driver Carlos del 
Barrio, the 29 year-old Spaniard is set to re-join the 
Citroën Total World Rally Team to compete in the 2013 
World Rally Championship.
 Dani Sordo has driven a Citroën in 80 of his 98 
WRC rallies. Back in 2005, Yves Matton, the then Customer 
Racing Manager, entrusted a C2 Super 1600 to the 
Cantabria-born driver to take part in the J-WRC (Junior World 
Championship). After winning the title in his fi rst season, 
Dani moved up a level by switching to the Xsara WRC for 
2006.

 With four podium fi nishes in his fi rst season at the 
sport’s highest level, Dani earned his place in the Citroën 
Total World Rally Team when the works team returned to 
the World Championship with the C4 WRC.The next four 
years saw him rack up an impressive collection of 25 podium 
fi nishes, making a signifi cant contribution to the team 
securing four Manufacturers’ World Championship titles.
 2013 will therefore see the Spanish driver return to 
the team in which he grew up.“We took our time in assessing 
the potential of the drivers available to line up alongside 
Mikko Hirvonen next season. Obviously, Dani was very high 
on our shortlist and his performances at the Rally de Espana 
proved that he can still perform at the very highest level,” 
explained Yves Matton, Citroën Racing Team Principal. “Dani 
is very well liked in the team and it’s a pleasure for everyone 
to see him return to the ‘family’. His profi le complements 

Mikko’s in many aspects and it was important for Citroën 
to have a Latin driver for the Southern Europe and Latin 
American markets.”
 “Obviously, I’m very pleased to re-join a team 
with which I share so many good memories. This was my 
no.1 choice for 2013,” asserted Dani. “The last few years 
have been good for me. In another team, I got to grips with 
different working methods and I took on more responsibility 
in the car development process. I see this return to Citroën 
as a great opportunity. I am still looking for my fi rst win 
in the WRC and I am determined to secure it next season! 
I can’t wait to see the people I know again and get back 
behind the wheel of the DS3 WRC, in which I did some 
testing at the end of 2010.”
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Hans Weijs and co-driver Bjorn Degandt claimed victory in the fi nal Hans Weijs and co-driver Bjorn Degandt claimed victory in the fi nal 
round of the 2012 South African Rally Championship, the Garden round of the 2012 South African Rally Championship, the Garden 
Route Rally, in a Volkswagen Polo S2000 before embarking on his Route Rally, in a Volkswagen Polo S2000 before embarking on his 
WRC Rally de Espana adventure in a Citroën DS3 WRC. This Dutch/WRC Rally de Espana adventure in a Citroën DS3 WRC. This Dutch/
Belgian pairing most certainly have a bright future!Belgian pairing most certainly have a bright future!
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