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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMP
n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of a rally, and gives 

fans a chance to see their rally heroes being interviewed before driving over the 

podium and onto the fi rst special stage.



M-SPORT’S M-SPORT’S 
ROYAL COLOURS:ROYAL COLOURS:
QATAR LIVERY QATAR LIVERY 
UNVEILEDUNVEILED



Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team’s Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC was on display at the UK’s traditional start to 
the motorsport season at the Autosport International 
Racing Car Show in Birmingham on the weekend as 
the team revealed the livery of their new challenger 
for the 2013 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC).
 Unveiled in association with Castrol EDGE, the new 
design was presented to the public by M-Sport Managing 
Director, Malcolm Wilson OBE; Castrol Sponsorship Manager, 
Donald Smith and the team’s nominated point scorer for all 
13 rounds of this season’s championship, Mads Østberg.
 Strongly identifi ed by the deep burgundy widely 
associated with the State of Qatar, the new livery has been 
designed to be easily recognisable both on and off the 
stages. The new design also showcases the support of team 
and trade partners. Castrol EDGE, Michelin and Icepeak are 
strongly represented as is the Ford Motor Company which 
will continue to provide technical support throughout the 
season.
 The new-look design will adorn the competition cars 
of Mads Østberg, Evgeny Novikov, Thierry Neuville and Juho 
Hänninen as the team makes its competitive debut at Rally 
Monte Carlo. Also running the new livery will be the Fiesta 
RS WRC of Nasser Al-Attiyah who begins his 2013 campaign 
on the snow-covered stages of Rally Sweden in February.
 M-Sport Managing Director, Malcolm Wilson OBE, 
said: “The entire team has put a great amount of time and 
effort into our programme for 2013 and the reveal of the 
new livery is the result of that commitment. The design 
refl ects the fantastic support we continue to enjoy from our 
team and trade partners – without whom this would not have 
been possible. Everyone in the team is looking forward to 
seeing the car on the stages as well as the new challenges 
ahead.” H&H
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SERVICE PARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which all checks, main-

tenance and running repairs to the cars must be carried out subject to strict time 

limits.



WRC RALLYE WRC RALLYE 
MONTE CARLO:MONTE CARLO:
SNOW, SHINE AND SNOW, SHINE AND 
TWO SEBASTIENSTWO SEBASTIENS



The World Rally Championship for 2013 sees it 
rightfully start in Monte Carlo. Undoubtedly the most 
prestigious event in the world of rallying, this rally 
is a test of man, machine and weather prediction… 
Running as the opening round of the WRC from its 
inception in 1973 to 2008, the organizers Automobile 
Club de Monaco left the folds of the WRC to join the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge in 2009 to 2011, 
with it returning to the World Rally Championship 
last year. Sebastien Loeb and co-driver Daniel Elena, 
in his home event, raced to a resounding victory 
in their Citroën DS3 WRC machines. For this year’s 
edition, Volkswagen Motorsport joins the fray, four 
factory M-Sport Fords in Qatar livery and a gaggle of 
privateers with the necessary bravery and experience 
required for speed in this event will take on Loeb 
to break his hold of the WRC in his fi nal season of 
competition. The WRC Rallye Monte Carlo in 2013 will 
be a thrilling and a truly unpredictable event.
 In 1911, the fi rst edition of the Rallye Monte 
Carlo took place: it epitomized the meaning of the word 
“rally” in that competitors raced from all four corners of 
Europe to meet in Monte Carlo to celebrate the end of a 
transcontinental thrashing in their vehicles.
 From those somewhat humble – but inspiring 
– roots, the “Monte” is a sprint against a stopwatch, the 
weather and the dozens of win-hungry rivals in purpose-
built and state-of-the-art multi-million Euro machines. The 
man favoured to claim victory this weekend is nine-times 
WRC Champion Loeb. It is one of four appearances he has 
scheduled for 2013, and will most certainly be going all out 
to stamp his authority on this event once more. He and his 
rivals had better steer clear of the stone barriers and throw 
caution to the wind with icy sections up the Cols: the event 
organizers have selected to not allow Rally 2 restarts if any 
crews should retire along the route… This makes this rally all 
the more exciting, daring and unpredictable; a world rally in 
its true essence.
 Running from 16 to 20 January, (Wednesday to 
Sunday) this week, the 81st edition’s event route comprises 
of 1,820.45km in 18 stages with 468.42km of special stages 
over four days of competition. The weather in the lead-up 
to this week has seen snowfall, rain and below zero Celsius 
temperatures. In the rally’s recce, competitors danced 
through the snow-lined and treacherously slippery tracks 
and are expecting much the same come the start.
 Organizers have kept the Days One and Two 
(Wednesday 16 January and Thursday 17 January) largely 
unchanged from 2012’s rally with two loops repeated around 
the French city of Valence where the permanent service park 
is located.

 

On Friday 18 January, Day Three, there is a signifi cant 
change to the route. An all-new stage, Saint Nazaire le 
Desert to Le Motte Chalancon (SS12), and the return of the 
famous Sisteron test, are once more included for fans. The 
36.70km long Sisteron - Thoard (SS13) stage will be the 
fi nal of the day’s three special stages before the overnight 
halt in Monaco ahead of the fi nal fi ve stages of the event 
Day Four.
 Only the 60 highest-place crews in the overall 
classifi cation will be enabled to compete on the three runs 
over the famous Col de Turini (Le Moulinet-La Bollene), 
including two under the cover of darkness, and two passes 
through Lantosque-Luceram, one by day and one by night. 
The fi nal Lantosque-Luceram will form the event-closing 
Power Stage.
 For long-time fans of the sport, you’ll recall the 
2007 “Monte” for its silly spectators that ruined what would 
have been a fantastic showdown: Petter Solberg (then in his 
Subaru Impreza WRC) and double WRC Champion Marcus 
Gronholm (Ford Focus RS WRC) skidded out of control 
after spectators lined a section of road with snow to cause 
Solberg to crash into the road barrier and into retirement, 
with Gronholm experiencing the same skidding but his Ford 
managed to survive the impact and continue in the rally 
albeit further down the standings. In one of the fi rst few 
high-speed corners in 2010 Andreas Mikkelsen, who was in 
his fi rst event for Skoda UK, clipped a road barrier on the 
fi rst stage to bring his debut to a controversial end. Even 
the master Loeb has had a few close shaves on this event, 
getting his Citroën Xsara WRC (and in later years his C4 
WRC) breathtakingly sideways very memorably over narrow 
bridges. Around every corner lies danger: snow, icy, running 

water, silly spectator obstacles or rain. And, even all in a 
single stage was experienced in the 2009 running of the 
“Monte” when it was a round of the IRC… This is rallying!
 Despite the scares, despite the icy road surfaces 
and pressure, the fastest man in the sport’s history will 
be the one to outpace. HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will not 
venture a podium prediction, but does not think that seeing 
one of the Volkswagen Motorsport Polo R WRCs on the 
podium with Loeb alongside is out of the realm of most fans’ 
reckonings too.
 Loeb has claimed victory here six times and 
been on the podium another two times. Will Citroën’s 
former golden son, Sebastien Ogier, be able to topple the 
Frenchman in this rally in his new car? You can be sure that 
his recent downplaying of the Polo R WRC is a bid for Ogier 
to divert some pressure from his young shoulders to enable 
him to focus on his job role: victory.
 Ever since the days of the Mini Cooper S machines 
competing in the 1960s of Rauno Aaltonen, the Lancia 
Stratos HF of Sandro Munari in the 1970s, the mean Audi 
Quattro beast of Walter Rohrl, the sideways and fi re-
breathing Ford Sierra Cosworth of Francois Delecour in 
the 1980s, Carlos Sainz in the Toyota Celica in the 1990s, 
and Colin McRae in the Subaru Impreza at the end of the 
century, to the all-dominating Citroën DS3 WRC of Sebastien 
Loeb in 2012. This event is steeped in history; it is an 
honour to compete, with traditions stemming from the fi rst 
events still highly revered and obeyed in 2013. With the 
changeable weather conditions, the rally fans descending 
on Valence from every corner of the globe, a new 
manufacturer and team with intent on toppling the French 
fi rm, this weekend’s “Monte” will be one of the most highly 
anticipated… H&H
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PARC FERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



HYUNDAI AND WRC:HYUNDAI AND WRC:  
PLANS TAKING SHAPEPLANS TAKING SHAPE



Hyundai Motor Co. has bolstered its nascent World 
Rally Championship (WRC) programme with the 
appointment of WRC veteran Michel Nandan as Team 
Principal. The Frenchman, who has held key technical 
positions on the world rally stage since the mid-1990s, 
joins Hyundai at an exciting time in the manufacturer’s 
WRC programme.
 Hyundai announced its intentions to enter the WRC 
at the Paris Motor Show in September last year and is now 
developing a WRC-specifi cation of its new i20 model with 
the objective of competing in the entire 2014 championship. 
Hyundai has also established a bespoke motorsport 
subsidiary, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH, under which the 
company’s WRC programme will be run. Gyoo Heon Choi has 
been named the President of Hyundai Motorsport GmbH.
 “Hyundai is excited to re-enter WRC, and we’re 
back not just to compete, but to win,” said Tak Uk Im, 
Executive Vice President & COO of Hyundai Motor. “Hyundai 
and WRC form a perfect match, and our racing experience 
will translate directly into performance and handling 
improvements in our road-going vehicles.”
 As the 2013 WRC season gets underway with the 
legendary Monte-Carlo rally, Hyundai is embarking on a year 
of preparation for its return to the world rally stage with 
the intensive development of its WRC-spec i20 under Team 
Principal Michel Nandan’s experienced direction.
 Nandan said: “I am honoured to have been chosen 
by Hyundai to spearhead its exciting new entry into the 
WRC. The project is still in its infancy, but things are moving 
rapidly, and I am looking forward to developing the team as 
this year progresses. There is much to be done, of that we 
are fully aware, but with a dedicated facility in Alzenau and 
an ambitious core of highly motivated personnel, we are 
already making good progress.”
 An interim version of the i20 has already begun 
testing in Korea to enable Hyundai to undertake component 
and suspension analysis with further tests scheduled 
throughout 2013.
 Nandan added: “We are deliberately using an 
interim version of the i20 to carry out important component 
testing and to ensure that we have done our homework 
before we enter competition. This phase will continue 
throughout 2013 as we prepare for our fi rst full season back 
in WRC in 2014. There are a lot of other decisions that we 
will have to make during the course of the year, particularly 
regarding the selection of drivers, but this also requires time 
and due diligence. We will, at the same time, keep a close 
eye on how the 2013 WRC season unfolds.” H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Newspress
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The countdown to the 2013 World Rally Championship is now over: The countdown to the 2013 World Rally Championship is now over: 
ready for the Rallye Monte Carlo this weekend?ready for the Rallye Monte Carlo this weekend?
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