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to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMP
n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of a rally, and gives 

fans a chance to see their rally heroes being interviewed before driving over the 

podium and onto the fi rst special stage.



MERC QATAR RALLY:MERC QATAR RALLY:
AL-ATTIYAH TO WIN AL-ATTIYAH TO WIN 
NUMBER TEN?NUMBER TEN?



The Middle East’s fi nest rally drivers have completed 
their reconnaissance of the new special stages in 
the Qatar desert that will become the battleground 
for this weekend’s Qatar International Rally, Round 
One of the FIA Middle East Rally Championship 
(MERC), organised by the Qatar Motor and Motorcycle 
Federation (QMMF).
 Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah is now back from his recent 
foray on the Dakar Rally in South America and keen to 
continue his tremendous run of form in the MERC that has 
seen him win the regional title eight times in the last ten 
seasons and the Qatar Rally nine times in the same period.
 Al-Attiyah will run one of a fl eet of Ford Fiesta RRCs 
looked after on the event by Autotek Motorsport and several 
of the rally technicians who supported him for those nine 
thrilling stages of the recent Dakar where he pushed MINI’s 
Stéphane Peterhansel all the way and secured three stage 
wins in a virtually new Californian-built Buggy.
 “The Dakar was a fantastic experience for me and 
I am proud of what we achieved in such a short space of 
time,” said Al-Attiyah. “But now it’s back to the business of 

the Middle East Rally Championship and making sure that I 
start the season with a win here. The entry is strong and it 
will not be easy.”
 The UAE’s Sheikh Khalid Al-Qassimi won the 
regional rally series in 2004 and has won seven MERC rallies, 
but never the event in Qatar. At the helm of a new Abu 
Dhabi Racing Team this season, and with the experienced 
Scott Martin as his new co-driver, Khalid is relishing the 
start of his 2013 season and his new association with the 
Citroën team. Al-Qassimi will drive one of three Citroën DS3s 
entered in the Qatar International Rally.
 The other two cars from the French manufacturers’ 
stable will be in the hands of other members of the Abu 
Dhabi Racing Team. Young Emiratis Mohammed Al-Matawaa 
and Mohamed Al-Sahlawai drive the new machines and have 
the experienced Ulster co-drivers Stephen McAuley and Allan 
Harryman alongside.
 Former Abu Dhabi Junior Team members Majid Al-
Shamsi and Bader Al-Jabri complete the new team line-up in 
a pair of Subaru Imprezas. John Higgins and Nicolas Klinger 
debut as co-drivers in Qatar.
 Burcu Cetinkaya burst on to the regional rallying 
scene two years ago and stunned the local fraternity last 
season with a fi ne fourth overall in the Qatar Rally with co-

driver Cicek Guney in a Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution. Ranked 
in the top three female rally drivers in the world in a recent 
survey, Cetinkaya will be hard-pushed to better last season’s 
tremendous fi nish, but she returns to Qatar action with a 
Mitsubishi and new co-driver Ozlem Akguc on the notes.
 Germany’s Edith Weiss has been competing in the 
MERC since 1992 and fondly recalls her fi rst Qatar outing 
21 years ago. This year she teams up with Rony Maroun in 
a Subaru Impreza. “I always enjoy the rallying in Qatar. I 
have many fond memories of my time here,” said Edith, who 
fi nished ninth last season with Greek co-driver Vicky Psarall.
 Top Run Racing has also sent a car to the opening 
round of the MERC. The well known Italian car preparation 
company rose to prominence in the days of the Lancia Delta 
Integrale in the 1980s and will be running Qatar debutants 
Michele de Nora and Sergio Secchi in Doha. De Nora has 
considerable experience in European rallying and in select 
rally-raid events and will drive a Subaru this weekend.
 The 2013 Qatar International Rally gets underway 
from the QMMF at 08h00 on Friday and fi nishes at 16h20 
on Saturday afternoon after 12 timed desert special stages 
covering 264.38km.
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PARC FERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



WRC RALLYE WRC RALLYE 
MONTE CARLO:MONTE CARLO:
LOEB’S TOO LOEB’S TOO 
FAST FOR OGIERFAST FOR OGIER



Sebastien Loeb is a nine-times World Rally Champion. 
With 77 WRC wins, 114 podiums and 887 stage 
victories from 164 starts, the Frenchman’s dominant 
performance in this weekend’s opening round of the 
2013 WRC season asks more questions than gives 
answers.
 We know that Loeb will not be World Rally 
Champion at the end of the calendar’s 13 events. We know 
we will celebrate a new era for the sport, but times are 
unpredictable in the WRC. And, this is not to be taken as a 
negative...
 The Volkswagen Polo R WRC is quick, and it is 
seemingly reliable. In the hands of Sebastien Ogier, it proved 
to be the most exciting talking point of this weekend’s Rallye 
Monte Carlo. Setting the fastest stage time in the very fi rst 
stage of the rally surely set tongues wagging, and Ogier 
and team-mate Jari-Matti Latvala put on a daring display 
of driving skill (with Latvala, however, coming short later 
in the event). It was also a true coming of age for Evgeny 
Novikov, the Russian ace thriving in the changing weather 
conditions and adapting instinctively to the differing levels 
of road surface grip. The return of Spain’s Dani Sordo to the 
Citroën Racing fold also saw him show the speed with which 
he promised all of 2012 but never had the car beneath him 
to take further.
 In this fi rst taster of what lies ahead for the WRC, 
the established order has turned upside down. Mikko 
Hirvonen (Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) and 
Mads Ostberg (Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team) both got 
off to slow starts in this event, but they valiantly fought 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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their way up the leaderboard, and proved to have the pace 
to match the rally’s winner. The initial pace, the changeable 
weather and the slippery surface all added up to slow them 
down, but only fractions per second each corner, to see them 
drop time to the leader. Once they had dialed in their racing 
brains, they were on the attack. There is no longer time to 
get settled into a rhythm, not with Loeb on the start list and 
young Ogier aiming to eclipse his namesake.
 The action took place in what has been described 
as the most treacherous “Monte” for 20 years. And, that is 
saying a lot as this event’s weather conditions range from 
dry and sunny to ice-covered roads in a matter of minutes. 
This edition saw crews take on slippery road surfaces, as rain 
fell with snow to make the going that bit tougher. In fact, the 
event’s fi nal two stages were cancelled.
 We think a number of the WRC crews would have 
wished the event were cancelled earlier on, especially Jari-
Matti Latvala (Volkswagen Motorsport) and Thierry Neuville 
(Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team). For others, such as the 
passionate Martin Prokop (Jipocar Czech World Rally Team) 
and privateer Bryan Bouffi er (Citroën DS3 WRC) would have 
relished a rerun of a few more stages.
 It is logical to assume that Mikko Hirvonen has 
the best chances at success in 2013. He has what seems 
the best record, fi nishing second to Loeb in the Drivers’ 
Championship four times and driving the same machinery. 
Yet, he was struggling for pace on Days Two, Three and 
Four, and only claimed fourth position overall due to the 
retirements of Novikov and Latvala. Naturally, this fi rst event 
shouldn’t be the one by which to judge a season but with his 
experience he should have been closer to Loeb and Ogier... 



Will he play second fi ddle to his Citroën team-mate and Ford 
rivals in 2013 yet again? Translate that to the up and coming 
Novikov: he started off slowly on Day One, then increased 
his pace on Day Two and Three and climbed up the leader 
board to third position overall until his exit on Day Four. With 
far less experience than Hirvonen, Novikov shouldn’t have 
been able to keep up with the leaders. Yet he did so, and did 
so very bravely.
 Sebastien Ogier needs to be applauded for his 
determination too, but no one in the rally world is oblivious 
of his single-minded aim of defeating all his rivals to 
become World Rally Champion. He downplayed his Polo R 
WRC’s performance in the lead-up to this event, but that 
fi rst stage laid all the cards on the table: he was going to 
fi ght for every point possible to claim the title crown come 
November 2013. He took the fastest stage time on SS5 too, 
the opening stage of Day Two. His cocky attitude, which 
most defi nitely helps and not hinders him to such speed, 
is similar to Jorge Lorenzo in the two-wheeled world of 
MotoGP. Also young, also fast, they both have bright futures 
ahead of each other. They both also have a towering rival, 
in Lorenzo’s case his team-mate for 2013 Valentino Rossi, 
arguably the sport’s greatest racer. Ogier feels the need to 
not only outshine Loeb, but the need to totally defeat him in 

order to gain the respect of his peers, his fellow Frenchmen 
and commentators. Will this be possible in 2013?
 That argument has its merit, but when Loeb pulled 
out over 50 seconds in a single stage (SS4) over his rivals 
he taught the young whipper a lesson. Had Ogier been able 
to close in on Loeb’s lead, decrease it to a level that made 
Loeb feel uncomfortable and necessary to attack, would he 
have been able to pull out another 50 seconds somewhere 
else on the event? We won’t even mention that the other top 
nine drivers in the world fi nished within 36 minutes of the 
winner Loeb over the same road, same conditions...
 To label Loeb as Driver of the Rally would not 
showcase this rally’s stars; Day One, Loeb deservedly takes 
the prize. For Day Two, that honour goes the way of Dani 
Sordo. Day Three belongs to Evgeny Novikov and Day Four 
to the Volkswagen Polo R WRC. Your prizes are in the post, 
chaps.
 With Red Bull Media House taking over the 
promotion of the WRC and new timekeepers in place, many 
millions of rally fans were left underwhelmed by the lack of 
media coverage and the poor timing resources during the 
event. The showpiece of this sport, and the jewel in the 
FIA’s crown, the Rallye Monte Carlo, was let down by these. 
Nothing in the last 12 months has improved, if the state of 

this Round One is to go by. FIA needs to have a rethink of 
their WRC strategy before the next event.
 Engineers have already turned their attention to 
the WRC Rally Sweden at the beginning of February, while 
the drivers lick their wounds scored onto their backs by the 
seven-times Rallye Monte Carlo winner. WRC 2013, we are 
looking forward to the fi reworks you promise!

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 05h 18m 57.2s
02) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia 
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 01m 38.9s
03) D. Sordo/C. del Barrio 
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 03m 49.1s
04) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen 
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 05m 26.3s
05) B. Bouffi er/X. Panseri 
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 08m 13.1s
06) M. Østberg/J. Andersson 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 12m 03.7s
07) M. Prokop/M. Ernst 
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 23m 27.3s
08) S. Wiegand/F. Christian 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 29m 34.5s
09) O. Burri/G. Duval
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 35m 38.2s
10)  M. Kosciuszko/M. Szczepaniak
        MINI WRC + 36m 28.0s
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Juho Hanninen is no stranger to the pages of Handbrakes & Hairpins, Juho Hanninen is no stranger to the pages of Handbrakes & Hairpins,
nor to using his handbrake on a hairpin...nor to using his handbrake on a hairpin...
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