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Win a  
GoPro Hero3 and suction mount  

with  

Monit Rally Computers new 
GPS+ tripmeter range!!! 

 
     

 
        
             
                                                              

 
 

It’s simple just email us on info@monitrally.com with 
your name, car club name, country and the answer  
to the question below and you’re in the draw to win! 

Competition is open to all competitors, club members or licence holders  
in rally, targa, or navigational type trials. 

 
 
 
 

Which Monit tripmeters can use both GPS or wheel speed sensors? 
(Check out www.monitrally.com/rally/products.html for help with answering) 

 
 

                   
 
 
 
 
Entries close 28

th
 February 2013 

For further information on any of the products in the Monit range see our website or contact your closest 
distributor, alternatively you can contact us directly on +64 273594814 or email info@monitrally.com 
 
Note: If you do not fit under the rally, targa or navigational trial banner, but you do use a rally tripmeter (of any 
brand) then please include a photo of your current tripmeter in your vehicle, and the discipline that you use 
the tripmeter for and we will accept your entry to the competition.  

www.monitrally.com  

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.

CONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATION

Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMP
n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of a rally, and gives 

fans a chance to see their rally heroes being interviewed before driving over the 

podium and onto the fi rst special stage.



VOLKSWAGEN AND SASOL:VOLKSWAGEN AND SASOL:
NEW TEAM, NEW AIMS, NEW SEASONNEW TEAM, NEW AIMS, NEW SEASON



Two of the powerhouses of South African motorsport 
have joined forces for the 2013 national motorsport 
season. Volkswagen and Sasol have announced 
a partnership which will form one of the most 
formidable collaborations in the national rally 
championship.
 This season will see the Volkswagen Sasolracing 
team fi eld three S2000 entries and a S2000 Challenge 
entry in the eight-round championship. The Volkswagen 
Sasolracing rally cars will feature a newly designed livery 
from 2013, refl ecting the partnership between the two 
companies.
 The Volkswagen Sasolracing rally team driver 
line-up will feature Enzo Kuun and Guy Hodgson as well 
as Hergen Fekken and Pierre Arries. They will be joined 
by Henk Lategan and Barry White in the third Volkswagen 
Sasolracing Polo S2000. Gugu Zulu and Carl Peskin will put 
the Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo Vivo through its paces in 
the S2000 Challenge category – the category they won in its 
inaugural season last year.
 Mike Rowe, Head of Volkswagen Motorsport says, 
“Our team is enthusiastic about the coming rally season 
and is looking forward to competing in Sasol colours. The 
championship this year is going to be exciting and highly 
entertaining.”
 KwaZulu-Natal hosts the fi rst round of the season 
on Friday and Saturday, 8 and 9 March. At this event 
competitors will once again brave the narrow sugar cane 
roads which offer limited visibility and very little grip. The 
collaboration between Volkswagen and Sasol, two companies 
with a proven passion and enthusiasm for South African 
motorsport – and both with a determination to win – is going 
to make for a dynamite combination in 2013. This could 
make the coming season one of the most exciting to date. H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Motorpics
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SERVICE PARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which all checks, main-

tenance and running repairs to the cars must be carried out subject to strict time 

limits.



ERC RALLY LV: ERC RALLY LV: 
WELCOME BACK WELCOME BACK 
TO LATVIA, EUROPE!TO LATVIA, EUROPE!



This was the second time Latvia welcomed the 
European Rally Championship (ERC) to its rally roads: 
the fi rst attempt was at the beginning of the 21st 
century, and it wasn’t so successful but this time the 
Rally Liepāja-Ventspils ended with a standing ovation 
for the organizing team. And it was well-deserved, to 
the very last applause!
 The fi rst time Latvia appeared on the ERC calendar 
was with Rally Kurzeme in 2001 and remained there for next 
thee years. Needless to say, the Rally Kurzeme soon left the 
ERC fold as a Latvian event, held in the country’s summer 
and on its famous gravel roads, as it couldn’t compete with 
such famous events as the 1000 Miglia, Barum Rally Zlin or 
the Tour de Corse. That was until 2013.
 A few years ago Raimonds Strokšs ended his 
rallying career as a driver to become an event organizer. 
First he took over Rally Talsi, one of the oldest rallies in 
Latvia, and created the Rally of Champions, a unique event 
in the Baltics where national rally champions from different 
counties compete to for the honour of being the fastest! 
But, it wasn’t enough for Raimonds and last year rumors 
spread that Latvia was trying to re-enter the ERC. Than 
came the news of a take-over and reorganization of the ERC 
by Eurosport and last September the big bosses of the ERC 
visited Riga and confi rmed that the country once more has 
a round on this prestigious calendar. Latvia (and Raimonds 
Strokšs) promised to organize the best event in Europe, and 
they kept their word!
 Rally Liepāja-Ventspils was the only snow/gravel 
event on the calendar and it was a clear disadvantage: 
teams had to buy specifi c tyres, not usable on other ERC 
rallies, create snow-specifi c set-ups for the cars and travel 
to a country that some hadn’t even heard of before. Maybe 
that was the reason why this Latvian event was ignored by 
all the winning teams from the fi rst round of the 2013 ERC, 
the Jannerallye in Austria, as the only top driver entered 
was Francois Delecour (who fi nished seventh in Austria). 
Taking in account all the compliments and praises from the 
drivers and teams, those who stayed at home may well be 
considered as losers. Especially if points received in Latvia 
will determine place in fi nal standings…
 As for the sporting side of this rally, it was clear 
that the main battle would be between three drivers:Finn 
Jari Ketomaa, Irishman Craig Breen and Frenchman Francois 
Delecour. Ketomaa has competed in Latvian rallies on three 
occasions, so he has an advantage. Nevermind that Jari 
hadn’t been here in winter before, he knows the nature of 
the Latvian roads and stages, and they are very much like 
those of the WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland, but just frozen 
this time of the year. Therefore, the big surprise was Breen’s 
lead after Day One’s fast stages, even more that they were 

Words: Liga Stirna
Pictures: Kriss Karnitis, exclusively for H&H



really “Finland-like” and held in dark. The Irishman was 
happy and smiling, and said that he hadn’t even dreamed of 
such a start to his 2013 ERC campaign. But, Day Two saw 
big changes: despite the wrong set-up, Ketomaa was really 
fl ying and overtook Breen on SS5 and kept this fi rst position 
to the fi nish of the rally.
 In the meantime, there was a big battle for the last 
podium place. Actually Francois Delecour made the rally: 
he was no doubt most attractive and spectacular driver in 
this rally! Driving with a “short” gearbox, running on the 
limiter for kilometres at a time, with open doors, such was 
Delecour’s rally, but he gave strongest compliments for 
these Latvian stages: “Fantastic” and “incredible” were his 
words for Rally Liepāja-Ventspils stages. The main rival for 

this experienced driver was Russian Alexey Lukyanuk in a 
Group N4 Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X. Their fi ght lasted until 
penultimate stage, but on SS14 Russia, Latvia, Estonia 
and I believe, Europe, sighed with frustration as Lukyanuk 
retired with engine damage. No podium, cups or points for 
this Russian crew, but big praises from Delecour and he 
deservedly won the Colin McRae Flat Out Trophy at the end 
of the event.
 After prizegiving ceremony, there was something I’d 
not remember having seen in rallying: a standing ovations 
for the organizers of Rally Liepāja-Ventspils. Applauded 
by drivers, mechanics, journalists, photographers, FIA 
observers, everyone. And that I would consider as a “pass” 
mark for next year’s ERC calendar. H&H

Final Overall Rally Liepāja-Ventspils Classifi cation:
01) J. Ketomaa/K. Lindström 
       Ford Fiesta RRC S2000 - 02h 08m 15.7s
02) C. Breen/D. Moynihan 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 31.0s
03) F. Delecour/D. Savignoni 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 02h 11m 03.2s
04) J. Černý/P. Kohout 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 03m 03.4s
05) R. Kisiels/A. Ronis 
       Mini JCW RRC S2000 + 05m 46.3s
06) V. Švedas/Ž. Sakalauskas 
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 05m 55.7s 
07) A. Egle/A. Dauga
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 07m 39.5s
08) R. Jeets/A. Toom 
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 08m 37.6s



PARC FERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



Former World Rally Champion Petter Solberg will bring 
a smile to the face of every fan when he starts this 
week’s Rally Sweden Historic in his Ford Escort Mk2.
 Solberg’s Swedish outing is expected to be his only 
rally of the season as the man they call Hollywood prepares 
for his return to RallyCross. Petter announced last week 
that he will contest the four 2013 X Games events in a 
sensational 600bhp Citroën. 
 Before taking to the circuit, however, there will be 
one more run in the snow this week. 
 Solberg, who will be co-driven by his wife Pernilla, 
says his sole aim is to be as sideways – and as quick – as 
possible through some of the best stages in the world on 
what will be his only WRC outing of the 2013 season.
 The Norwegian superstar is driving an Escort built 
by the man who won the world title alongside him in 2003, 

Phil Mills. Mills’ fi rm Viking Motorsport has rapidly developed 
a reputation for being among the world’s fi nest builders of 
historic-specifi cation rally cars. Petter drove the Escort for 
the fi rst time on the Finnskogsvalsen Rally last month and 
knew immediately that he had to be in Sweden. 
 “Pernilla and I wouldn’t miss Rally Sweden for 
anything,” said Petter. “I know what it’s like for the fans 
in Sweden, they are standing out in the temperatures like 
minus 20 or something like that – and we want to give them 
a drive which will warm them up and make them smile. We 
will be full sideways and we will be having so much fun. 
This car is fantastic, Phil has done an amazing job. It looks 
fantastic, but it sounds… just unbelievable. I’m going to 
be enjoying myself on the inside and I want to make sure 
everybody having the same feeling on the outside!
 “After this, my year gets more serious with the 
RallyCross projects and some other work I am doing, but in 
Sweden it’s all about making people smile. You can tell them 
all, Hollywood is back in town. Once we have done this rally, 

then we are really working fl at-out to get the RallyCross 
cars ready for the fi rst event – I am so excited about this 
season!”
  Rally Sweden Historic starts with exhibition driving 
in Karlstad on Thursday February 7, before a run through 
the Vargasen test and the superspecial at Farjestadstravet 
on Friday. The main competition for the Historic event runs 
on Saturday, when Petter and Pernilla will race the Escort 
through two loops of Sagen, Frederiksberg, Rammen and 
Hagfors Sprint – starting each of the stages after the main 
WRC fi eld has passed through. The Historic event comprises 
84 competitive kilometres and fi nishes on the evening of 
Saturday February 9.
 Solberg is no stranger to the Swedish fans. He has 
competed on this event 13 times – it was the fi rst round 
of the World Rally Championship he ever drove on, back in 
1998. He has fi nished on the podium in Sweden three times 
and, of course, took a two-minute win on Rally Sweden in 
2005.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Mediatica
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Traditionally, Christmas and the New Year is a quiet 
time for motor sport action, but in the Kenya Airways 
East African Safari Classic Rally offi ce in Nairobi there 
has been a  vast number of entries arriving for the 
next edition due this November, and the entry list is 
now full with sixty crews having registered. This is the 
biggest entry that the Safari Classic has had since it 
was fi rst run in 2003.
 Event Director, Surinder Thatthi said: “This is a 
wonderful situation to be in. The entry list does not offi cially 
close until October 1st and we already have a full entry. It is 
very pleasing not only for the organising team but also for 
our sponsors, Kenya Airways, who have been right behind 
us all the way. I am sure that with an entry of this size and 
quality, our Safari Classic this year will be a classic rally in 
every sense of the word.”
 The full entry list is available on the event web site 
at: http://www.eastafricansafarirally.com/index.php/entry-
list.
 Following Porsche’s breakthrough victory on the 

last Safari Classic in 2011 when a Porsche 911 fi nally won 
a Safari Rally after fi rst attempting that feat in 1968, it is 
not surprising that there are many Porsches entered this 
year. Björn Waldegård, ex-World Rally Champion, four 
times winner of the original Safari Rally (in Ford Escorts 
and Toyota Celicas) and the driver of the winning Porsche in 
2011, is back in a similar car to defend his title. He is joined 
by no fewer than thirty-one other drivers in Porsche 911s, 
more than half the entry. Driving one of these is another 
ex-World Champion, Stig Blomqvist, who is keen to add a 
Safari winner’s trophy to his collection. Also joining in behind 
the wheel of a Porsche 911 is Grégoire de Mévius, twice 
FIA Group N Champion in 1991 and 1992, ex-Belgian Rally 
Champion and winner of the Rallye du Maroc with a Porsche 
911 in 2010.
 Ford Escorts have been winners of both the original 
Safari and its Classic offspring and they are by far and 
away the next most popular choice with thirteen Escorts of 
different specifi cations on the entry list. The Safari Classic is 
open to cars built before the end of 1978 so that among the 
Escorts will be found Mk1s and Mk2s some powered by twin-
cam BDA engines and others by single cam Pinto engines. 
Datsun too have a good pedigree on the original Safari Rally 

with seven outright wins (with various models) while the fi rst 
two Safari Classics were also won by Datsuns. But only nine 
of these rugged Japanese samurai have entered to do battle 
with the Europeans over a 6,560km route through the roads 
and mountains of Kenya and Tanzania.
 One should not think that there is inadequate 
variety since there are a number of interesting cars entered 
that do not fi t the ‘previous winner’ mould. Two Ford Capris 
are entered and one of them is the formidable vehicle 
prepared by the man that won the 2009 Safari Classic in a 
Ford Mustang V8, local champion, Ian Duncan. There is also 
a Chevrolet Corvette from Holland, a Mercedes 220SE from 
Kenya, a Ferrari 308 Dino GT4 prepared in Kenya and two 
locally-entered Mazda RX7s.
 As to crew nationalities, there are competitors 
coming from Sweden, Britain, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Germany, Holland, Austria, Monaco, South Africa, Argentina, 
Mexico, Australia, USA and, of course, Kenya and Tanzania. 
Currently there are three crews on the reserve entry list and 
they will only get a chance to run if someone ahead of them 
drops out.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Supplied
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