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Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
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Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
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known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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The snow and ice of WRC Rally Sweden does NOT slow these The snow and ice of WRC Rally Sweden does NOT slow these 
young hotshots down...young hotshots down...
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START RAMP
n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of a rally, and gives 

fans a chance to see their rally heroes being interviewed before driving over the 

podium and onto the fi rst special stage.



VOLKSWAGEN WRC:VOLKSWAGEN WRC:  
NEW ERA ARRIVESNEW ERA ARRIVES



A milestone for Volkswagen in motorsport: Sébastien 
Ogier and Julien Ingrassia won the Rally Sweden 
at the wheel of the Polo R WRC. In doing so, 
Volkswagen far exceeded its own expectations of 
what is the team’s debut season in the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC). In only its second competitive 
outing, the World Rally Car from Wolfsburg emerged 
triumphant on the Scandinavian ice and snow against 
strong opposition.
 Eleven fastest times from 22 special stages, Ogier 
and Ingrassia led the overall standings right from the word 
go, and refused to be shifted from the top spot until they 
reached the fi nish on Sunday afternoon. Team-mates Jari-
Matti Latvala and Miikka Anttila fi nished fourth overall to 
complete an outstanding team result for Volkswagen. 
 Ogier and Volkswagen’s win at the Rally Sweden 
will take a special place in the history books of the FIA 
World Rally Championship (WRC): Ogier’s eighth success is 
only the second by a central European at the Rally Sweden 
since 1950. Up until now, the event had been won almost 
exclusively by Nordic drivers – Sébastien Ogier joins multiple 
world champion Sébastien Loeb as only the second winner 
of the “Sweden” to come from outside of Sweden, Norway 
and Finland. Loeb was the fi rst to break the Nordic countries’ 
stranglehold in 2004.
 The Rally Sweden is one of a kind on the calendar 
of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC). It is the only 
rally held exclusively on ice and snow. The teams use special 
Michelin “Sweden studs” and the winter specs for the World 
Rally Cars at the Rally Sweden, as well as special Castrol oils 
for the engine, gearbox and differentials. The Polo R WRC 
was surprisingly strong in the extraordinary conditions in 
Sweden: in total, the car picked up 28 top-three results over 

the course of the 22 special stages. 
 Ogier won the Power Stage to move ahead in the 
overall WRC Drivers’ Championship standings, three points 
ahead of Loeb.
 “That is an indescribable feeling!” said Ogier. “We 
were screaming with joy in the car. It is simply incredible 
to claim the fi rst victory for Volkswagen and the team at 
only our second rally. This is probably the greatest moment 
of my career. The Polo R WRC was perfect the entire time. 
The guys did a fantastic job of preparing the car. So much 
can happen in Sweden. The conditions in the snow are so 
diffi cult – winning here, as only the second central European 
and ahead of the best rally driver of all time, makes me 
enormously proud. We had to give 100 per cent, right down 
to the fi nal day, because Sébastien Loeb was really going for 
it right through to the fi nish. I feared that he would make 
up more time this morning, particularly on the opening 
Mitandersfors stage. However, that was not the case. Now I 
am just overjoyed.”

Q: Was winning the Rally Sweden as easy as it looked 
from the outside?

SO: I can assure you of one thing: nothing is easy when you 
have nine-time world champion Sébastien Loeb breathing 
down your neck. He put us under pressure for three whole 
days. However, we did not allow him to force us into a 
mistake. 

Q: Did you think you might win prior to the start?
SO: To be honest, no. Sure, I had a good feeling after 
the winter tests. However, before you are out there in a 
competitive situation, you never know exactly how you will 
fair compared to the opposition. We completed another test 
on the Sunday before the start of the rally. During that test, 
we carved out an even better chassis set-up. It believe that 
was instrumental in our win. A victory and second place at 
the fi rst two rallies of the year, with a new car and a new 
team: that is beyond my wildest dreams.

Q: What does it mean to you to be only the second 
non-Nordic driver to win the Rally Sweden since 1950?
SO: That is certainly a bonus on top of this great success. 
Especially as I beat Sébastien Loeb, who was the fi rst to 
achieve this feat in 2004.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Volkswagen Motorsport
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SERVICE PARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which all checks, main-

tenance and running repairs to the cars must be carried out subject to strict time 

limits.



WRC RALLY SWEDEN: WRC RALLY SWEDEN: 
FIRST FOR VW, FIRST FIRST FOR VW, FIRST 
OF MANY IN WRC 2013OF MANY IN WRC 2013



An end of an era, a decade of the most thrilling, 
spectacular and masterful displays of driving skill and 
strategy seemingly came to an end this past weekend. 
Sebastien Loeb, Daniel Elena and Citroën Racing 
transformed the World Rally Championship into a 
series of professionalism not yet witnessed, carrying a 
multinational company on its shoulders as well as the 
pride of an entire Europe. Outpacing their rivals on 77 
occasions to date, Loeb and Elena earned the respect 
of every motorsport critic and fan the world over with 
their nine championship titles. In the second of his 
fi ve fi nal WRC appearances in a career never to be 
eclipsed in our generation, the Frenchman handed the 
crown to the young pretender, ushering in a new era, 
one that will bring Sebastien Ogier, Julien Ingrassia 
and Volkswagen Motorsport to ever greater heights of 
stardom in this prestigious of sports.
 Ogier claimed his eighth overall WRC victory on 
the slippery roads of Rally Sweden, Round Two of the 2013 
World Rally Championship, by setting ten of 22 scratch 
stages times available and keeping a charging Frenchman 
and his equally determined Monagasque co-driver at him. 
Ogier performed faultlessly at the front of the fi eld, from 
SS2 when he claimed the lead to the very fi nish to hand 
the sport’s new WRC debutants their fi rst victory in only 
their second competitive outing. HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS 
predicted a German whitewash in 2013, and this fi rst victory 
will only drive the determination to greater levels for the 
German team and motor manufacturer.
 The winning margin the 29-year-old forced on his 
rivals was not an indication of his or the Volkswagen Polo 
R WRC’s full potential as the snow and ice-laden stages 
rewarded caution and conservation instead of over-the-top 
aggressive driving antics. Of course, that is relative: the 
WRC crews are pushing their skills and car’s dynamics to the 
limits of their abilities, but holding back a fraction of that full 
potential saw Ogier squeak out a 41.8sec winning advantage 
and saw Loeb fl ounder on the fi nal morning’s penultimate 
stage to drop out of contention for the overall victory. The 
competition in 2013 is no longer a game solely of high-speed 
chess, but one of out-and-out speed; one underwhelming 
loop’s performance can spell a fi nishing position out of the 
top fi ve…
 Ogier’s fastest stage time through the Power Stage 
also netted him three extra points, and he now takes the 
lead of the Drivers’ Championship standings. Apart from 
Loeb, the next best driver to compete a full WRC campaign 
is Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team’s Mads Ostberg (third 
overall on the standings) with 24 points to Ogier’s 46. With 
another 11 rounds to play out over the next nine months, 
consistency will be paramount to success in 2013. The Ford 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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Fiesta RS WRC of Ostberg is reliable and highly competitive, 
and the Polo R WRC has proven its competitive edge thus 
far but its reliability is yet to be measured. The deep 
pockets of Volkswagen Motorsport will undoubtedly by that 
reliability… Never underestimate or discount the Citroën 
Racing boys and girls! Dani Sordo has a point to prove while 
Mikko Hirvonen was “Mr Consistency” in 2012, and is due to 
snatch more victories for his team in 2013. As they stand at 
present, Sordo lies on 15 points versus Hirvonen’s 12.
 At the end of the fi nal stage, Ogier kissed his 
car’s front nose badge, and rightly so: “I must thank them 
because they have given me a perfect car all weekend. I’ve 
never had a car like that. Unbelievable. The win here was 
amazing but also a big surprise. We have spent so much 

time and effort with the team in preparation - all of last 
year - but we never expected to have this performance so 
soon.” Ogier continued, and emphasized his weekend’s aim 
of attempting to dethrone Loeb while he is still regarded 
as the sport’s fastest: “It couldn’t be better. This morning 
Sebastien was putting a lot of pressure on. He was fl ying 
into the stages. We tried to follow him without maximum risk 
but we had to push because he was so fast. To win like that 
is amazing.”
 What was Loeb’s response in the post-event 
interviews: “Okay, Sebastien Ogier didn’t make any 
mistakes. He has done the perfect rally. There was nothing 
more I could do.”
 Is that a whiff of resignation? Not an iota! Loeb is 

a realist, and is master at playing political games. He still 
has a few lessons up his race overalls’ sleeves for the young 
Frenchman.
 Highly disappointing and sore loss to what would 
have been a tremendous three-way battle for overall 
honours literally drained into the Swedish snow on Friday 
morning. Ostberg’s Fiesta RS WRC’s cooling fl uid poured 
out of his car’s front end and very nearly brought his Rally 
Sweden to a screeching and premature halt. The 25-year-
old Norwegian has matured into a full-blooded rally winner, 
and he quickly realized winning Rally Sweden was off 
the table so he focused his energies on claiming the fi nal 
podium position. To boot, he beat off the challenges from 
Volkswagen Motorsport’s Jari-Matti Latvala in a straight-out 



duel, by just 06.1sec…
 It has been commented that the Polo R WRC is a 
tricky car to drive – as with the Citroën DS3 WRC, to be 
fair – and Ogier’s invaluable extra seat time over that of 
Latvala’s is one of the chief reasons Latvala seems to be 
struggling for pace on these two opening rounds of the 2013 
season. His fourth place this weekend is not good enough for 
this two-times Rally Sweden winner… Once he gets to grips 
with his new race machine, we can expect him to be on pace 
with Ogier, Loeb et al. Or, will Ogier dominate the team such 
that Latvala will be forced to play second fi ddle a la Hirvonen 
in Citroën? 
 The remaining six positions of the top ten overall 
classifi cation were fi lled by M-Sport Ford Fiesta crews: a 
stirring drive from Thierry Neuville (Qatar M-Sport World 
Rally Team) for fi fth with team-mate Juho Hanninen unhappy 
with his positive sixth position, the always smiling and hard-
charging Martin Prokop (Czech National Rally Team Team), 
a welcome return by Henning Solberg in a privately-entered 
RS WRC, the Russian sensation ninth after rolling his Qatar 

M-Sport World Rally Team machine on SS20 to drop from a 
superb fi fth, and Yazeed Al Rajhi in a Fiesta RRC to round 
out the top ten.
 Novikov has shown his potential on these two 
rounds thus far and has also shown a new determination 
and approach to his driving and performances: “Not so 
disappointing to be honest. The main thing is that we drove 
the whole rally, showed a good speed and learned a lot. We 
changed the pace notes a bit and I think we will be able 
to fi ght for a good result next year when we will be more 
confi dent and much quicker.”
 The WRC Rally Sweden brought rally fans, industry-
insiders and competitors to a new beginning. A new chapter 
was started with the podium celebration in Karlstad. New 
possibilities, new challenges laid down to a new rally world, 
and the rally world welcomes this while paying respect to 
the masters that did so much for this sport in their all-
conquering speed and skill. Ladies and Gentlemen, this is 
the 2013 World Rally Championship!

Final Overall WRC Rally Sweden Classifi cation:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC - 03h 11m 41.9s
02) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 41.8s
03) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 24.5s
04) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 01m 30.6s
05) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoil
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 05m 06.4s
06) J. Hanninen/T. Tuominen
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 05m 43.1s
07) M. Prokop/M. Ernst
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 25.4s
08) H. Solberg/E. Axelsson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 42.7s
09) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 13m 04.7s
10) Y. Al Rajhi/M. Orr
       Ford Fiesta RRC + 16m 27.0s

H&H



PARC FERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



CRONJE AND M-SPORT:CRONJE AND M-SPORT:
SA CHAMP TO TAKE ON UK RALLYSA CHAMP TO TAKE ON UK RALLY



The 2012 South African rally champions, Mark Cronje 
and Robin Houghton, have been invited by Malcolm 
Wilson, who heads up M-Sport, to compete in the 
Malcolm Wilson Rally in the United Kingdom on 2 
March.
 They will be provided with a Ford Fiesta World 
Rally Car and will be given tuition in a pre-rally test session 
by Malcolm’s son, Matthew, who is an experienced WRC 
competitor.
 The event will use classic stages in the Lake District, 
which is an area used for the Wales Rally GB round of the 
World Rally Championship. The one-day event will cover a 
route of 300km with seven special stagers totalling some 
75km. The rally has been staged since 1975 and is expected 
to attract more than 100 competitors at an entry fee of 
R5,500 per car!
 Robin is being provided with pace notes similar 
to the system used in SA which should make things much 
easier for the duo, as in recent years SA drivers competing in 
overseas event – such as Jan Habig in the 2012 Rally Wales 
GB – have employed local co-drivers.
 Malcolm Wilson, who competed in SA in the 1970s, 
says his sponsorship of the SA crew is a thank you for them 
winning the 2012 SA rally championship in a car built by 
M-Sport. Although his M-Sport team no longer has Ford as 
a headline sponsor it still has the company as a technical 
partner and continues to compete at the highest level in 
rallying.
 “Robin and I are very proud to be given this 
invitation by Malcolm Wilson,” said Mark Cronje. “Although 
not a major international event it will give us the opportunity 
to learn fi rst-hand about conditions in the UK and also 
to evaluate our performance at WRC level should an 
opportunity present itself to compete in a WRC or ERC event 
later in the year.” H&H
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Nine-times World Rally Champions Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena: Nine-times World Rally Champions Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena: 
fastest in the world. It will take Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia and fastest in the world. It will take Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia and 
all the might of Volkswagen Motorsport to beat this pairing...all the might of Volkswagen Motorsport to beat this pairing...
Picture: Citroën Racing.Picture: Citroën Racing.
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