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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc

EDITORIAL INFORMATIONEDITORIAL INFORMATIONIssue 269 • 22 February 2013Issue 269 • 22 February 2013

Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Your insight into the world of rally!Your insight into the world of rally!

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://twitter.com/Evan_Rothman
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Do you know Tommi? Tommi Makinen, FOUR-times World Rally Do you know Tommi? Tommi Makinen, FOUR-times World Rally 
Champion!Champion!
Picture: Jim Blackstock Communications.Picture: Jim Blackstock Communications.
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START RAMP
n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of a rally, and gives 

fans a chance to see their rally heroes being interviewed before driving over the 

podium and onto the fi rst special stage.



CHICHERIT AND MINI:CHICHERIT AND MINI:
BACKFLIPPPPPPPPPP!BACKFLIPPPPPPPPPP!



A press release arrived in HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ 
e-mail inbox with a few awesome photos of a rally-
based MINI John Cooper Works. Upside down. Of 
course, we paid closer attention to the press release’s 
contents. 
 And, here is what it had to say: “A MINI can do 
more. It can win the Dakar Rally twice in a row. It can 
conquer more than 100 markets worldwide. But what about 
defying the laws of gravity and showing snowboarders how 
to nail the perfect backfl ip? Extreme sportsman, freestyle 
skier and rally driver Guerlain Chicherit rocked up at the 
winter sports resort of Tignes in his native France to prove 
it can do that as well. Chicherit pulled off the fi rst such 
manoeuvre ever performed in a car using a static ramp, the 
driver and his MINI coming back down to earth – or, more 
specifi cally, a bed of fresh powder snow – unscathed after a 
perfectly executed backfl ip on a special prepared track. The 
jump can be seen in full on the MINI YouTube channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ry-ofJHatGs.”
 The successful airbound stunt crowns an already 
impressive career in extreme sports for Chicherit. The 34-
year-old is equally in his element on snow as he is behind 
the wheel of a rally car. Four times a freestyle skiing world 
champion, he has also won the French rally championship on 
two occasions. The Frenchman is also a veteran of the X-raid 
Team (which wrapped up back-to-back Dakar Rally titles in 
January 2013 with the MINI ALL4 Racing), having made his 
debut for the German outfi t back in 2006. In 2011 Chicherit 
was in the driver’s seat as the MINI ALL4 Racing turned its 
fi rst wheels in South America for this tough rally. H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: MINI

  He pulled off the fi rst 
backfl ip ever performed in 
a car using a static ramp
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SERVICE PARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which all checks, main-

tenance and running repairs to the cars must be carried out subject to strict time 

limits.



Youtube is not only a great source for crazy videos 
of meteorite crashes, dancing men in clown outfi ts 
and 80’s music videos, but it is a trove of rallying 
entertainment!
 We’ve found these gems for you this week, and we 
trust you enjoy these fi nds from HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.
 What happens when a rally fan wins a Lottery? 
THIS: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-4v4I7Gzk0. For 
fans of Ferrari Enzos and supercars, with gravel, mud and 
sideways action.
 In the same vein, here’s one of rally ace Kris Meeke 
taking a Bentley Continental to take on 2012’s WRC Wales 
Rally GB’s famous Sweet Lamb stage. It is a great one, and 
it highlights that we need Mr Meeke back in a WRC seat: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrNzPInDja0.
 Colin McRae is a legend in the world of motorsport. 
His star shone brightly when he was remembered on 
Britain’s BBC show recently and was presented by Chris Hoy. 
It is a wonderful tribute and a fantastic video to treasure: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5ZJcfSKmR4.
 The entry into the WRC by Volkswagen Motorsport 
is an exciting one, and the motor manufacturer is taking 
media to a new level. At the WRC Rally Sweden, they fi lmed 
it with drone: http://player.vimeo.com/video/59930252.
 Craig Breen versus Francois Delecour? Yes, please:
http://bit.ly/11Z0PNd.
 Enjoy the videos, enjoy the memories.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Citroën Racing
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VIDEOS GONE VIRAL:VIDEOS GONE VIRAL:  
WHERE RALLY IS FREEWHERE RALLY IS FREE



PARC FERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



DATE CHANGES IN ERC:DATE CHANGES IN ERC:
FIVE WEEKS OF SUPER SEPTEMBERFIVE WEEKS OF SUPER SEPTEMBER



There will be “Serious Competition Ahead” in the FIA 
European Rally Championship (ERC) during the month 
of September when three rounds take place over an 
exciting fi ve-week period.
 Super September will consist of the ERC rallies in 
Czech Republic, Poland and Croatia and is the result of a 
request by the Croatian motorsport federation to switch its 
event from an original June slot to September to coincide 
with the country hosting a meeting of the FIA’s World Motor 
Sport Council (WMSC) at the end of that month.
 To accommodate this request, ERC promoter 
Eurosport Events reached agreement with the Rally Poland 
organisers for their event to move to 13 - 15 September with 
the Croatia Rally now taking place from 26 - 28 September, 
the weekend when Rally Poland had been due to run. Barum 
Czech Rally Zlín will conclude on 1 September to kick off 
a thrilling month of motorsport action. The changes were 
approved by a fax vote among WMSC members.
 François Ribeiro, Motorsport Development Director 
of Eurosport Events, said: “Changing the calendar once the 
season is underway is never an ideal situation, but we must 
thank the organisers of Rally Poland for their assistance in 
accommodating a request by the Croatia Rally. Even though 
we have now a gravel event in between two Tarmac rallies, 
the momentum will be high and the ERC will fi rmly be in the 
public eye during the month of September.”

FIA ERC 2013 calendar (revised):
03) Rally Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés (Spain), 21-23 Mar
04) SATA Rallye Açores (Portugal), 25-27 Apr
05) Tour de Corse (France), 16-18 May
06) GEKO Ypres Rally (Belgium), 27-29 Jun
07) Rally San Marino, 11-13 Jul
08) Sibiu Rally (Romania), 25-27 Jul
09) Barum Czech Rally Zlín, 30 Aug-1 Sep
10) Rally Poland, 13-15 Sep
11) Croatia Rally, 26-28 Sep
12) Rallye Sanremo (Italy), 10-12 Oct
13) Rallye Int’l du Valais (Switzerland), 7-9 Nov H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: ERC Series
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SARC IN 2013:SARC IN 2013:  
PROMISES OF PROMISES OF 
ACTION APLENTYACTION APLENTY



The 2013 South African Rally Championship season 
is shaping up to be as exciting and intriguing as last 
year’s down-to-the-wire battle between Ford and 
Toyota for top honours.
 With the fi rst of the competition’s eight rounds, the 
Total Rally in KwaZulu-Natal, less than a month away on 8 - 
9 March, the musical chairs of driver/co-driver pairings and 
sponsors is coming to an interesting conclusion.
 The biggest talking point has been the switch by 
team sponsor Sasol from the two-car Ford privateer team 
that won them the four-wheel drive class S2000 and overall 
championships to the Volkswagen factory team.  Reigning 
champions Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton are looking for 
a new sponsor while Volkswagen says goodbye to long-time 
sponsor BP and hello to Sasol.
 Cronje and Houghton will be back to defend their 
crowns in their Ford Fiesta, thanks to the continued fi nancial 
support of a private benefactor, but they need to replace 
Sasol if they are to be able to mount the kind of challenge 
they did so effectively last season.
 Team-mate last year, Jon Williams, who fi nished an 
excellent third in the championship with a maiden win in the 
Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally in June, is also looking for a 
new sponsor for his Ford Fiesta and is expected to line-up for 
the Total Rally with father Doug as co-driver. 
 Their main rivals for overall and S2000 honours will 
again be the factory teams from Toyota and Volkswagen. 
Toyota Motorsport, under the expert guidance of former 
national rally champion Glyn Hall, is hard at work after 
their Dakar Rally heroics in January building two brand new 
Toyota Yaris S2000 cars to replace the ageing Auris that has 
stood Castrol Team Toyota in good stead for the past seven 
years.
 Championship runners-up Johnny Gemmell and 
Carolyn Swan will be joined by Leeroy Poulter and Elvéne 
Coetzee in the two Yaris two-doors while the old cars 
will fi nd their way into the S2000 Challenge in the hands 
of privateers Wilro Dippenaar of Namibia and promising 
youngster Nic van der Westhuizen, who steps up from 
S1600.  
 Giniel de Villiers swops his Dakar Toyota Hilux for 
last year’s Imperial Toyota Auris until a third factory Yaris 
can be completed (probably in time for round two, the 
Sasol Rally in Mpumalanga in April). His co-driver will be 
the experienced Greg Godrich, who read the notes for Charl 
Wilken during the past seven seasons, the last four in an 
S2000 Ford Fiesta. Wilken, a former SA modifi ed saloon car 
champion, is considering a return to circuit racing.
 A strong three-car Volkswagen Sasolracing VW Polo 
team will contest the premier S2000 class with inaugural 
S2000 Challenge winners Gugu Zulu and Carl Peskin back 

to defend their title in the older specifi cation VW factory 
Sasolracing Polo.
 Former champions Hergen Fekken and Enzo Kuun 
return in the now Sasol-backed VW Polo Vivos that made a 
relatively subdued debut in 2013, but which looked better 
and better as the season progressed. Two second places by 
Kuun in the last three rounds and a win in the fi nal round 
by the exciting young Dutch driver Hans Weijs Jnr was an 
ominous sign to the Ford and Toyota camps.  
 Weijs will not be returning, but an equally exciting 
young talent in the form of 18-year-old Henk Lategan will 
step up from the S2000 Challenge to take over the third 
factory S2000 Polo.
 Spicing up the S2000 class and thoroughly enjoying 
his rallying in his senior (by rally standards) years is Jan 
Habig. The multiple former champion has been rejuvenated 
by his new privateer Ford Fiesta after years with the factory 
VW team. Three consecutive fourth places at the start of the 
season were followed by a second and a third on his way 
to fi nishing fourth in the championship, ahead of all of the 
factory VWs of his former team-mates. He will again have 
former champion Robert Paisley in the co-driver’s hot seat 
and has retained the backing of Basil Read.
 The S2000 Challenge for the older specifi cation 
four-wheel drive cars will be much stronger this season.  
In addition to defending champions Zulu and Peskin 
(VW), Dippenaar (PZN Panelbeaters Toyota) and Van der 
Westhuizen (SA Earthworks Toyota), several new entrants 

include the Team Total Auris duo of Jean-Pierre Damseaux 
and Mohammed Moosa, who contested the S2000 class in 
2012, and class newcomers Morne Janse van Rensburg (GC 
Diesel VW Polo), who has moved up from S1600.
 The Two Wheel Drive Championship for S1600 
cars, vigorously contested last year by a host of talented 
youngsters and a veteran who won the championship, is 
set to be boosted by the arrival of more of the FIA R2B-
spec cars to add to the existing Ford Fiestas and Citroen 
C2. There are also rumours of factory supported Polos and 
Toyota Etios 1600s being built this year, a bold South African 
initiative, which will be watched around the world.
 Two Wheel Drive champion Craig Trott, the canny 
veteran, is Team Total’s only other representative this season 
and will be back in his venerable class S1600 Toyota RunX, 
now in its seventh season. He will have a new navigator in 
the form of Janine Lourens.
 His main competition will include Ashley Haigh-
Smith in an R2B-spec BP Castrol Ford Fiesta, who won the 
S1600 class in 2012. Haigh-Smith and co-driver Craig Parry 
will miss four rounds as they will also be contesting the 
Junior World Rally Championship (now called WRC-3) in a 
Ford Fiesta.
 There were six different S1600 class winners in 
2012, including class returnees Clint Weston in an R2B-spec 
Reef Tankers Citroen D2 and Guy Botterill (Yato Tools Toyota 
RunX), and the scene is set for an equally strong competition 
in 2013.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Motorpics
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Swedish sunset with Sebastien Ogier...Swedish sunset with Sebastien Ogier...
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport.Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport.
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