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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Lars Gange shot the cover image and this one for Subaru Rally Lars Gange shot the cover image and this one for Subaru Rally 
Team USA, and David Higgins and co-driver Craig Drew are doing Team USA, and David Higgins and co-driver Craig Drew are doing 
a great job of showing off the Subaru Impreza’s good sides.a great job of showing off the Subaru Impreza’s good sides.
Picture: Lars Gange/subaru.comPicture: Lars Gange/subaru.com
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



TOYOTA TOYOTA 
YARIS:YARIS:
S2000 IS S2000 IS 
HOT AGAINHOT AGAIN



Toyota Motorsport has announced a formidable line-up 
of talent and experience to contest the 2013 South 
African Rally Championship.
 Backed by the same sponsor with whom it has 
partnered for more than 30 years – together they have 
accumulated 10 national rally championships – the Castrol 
Team Toyota squad will sport new livery and a brand new 
rally contender.
 The Castrol Toyota rally team has a new look about 
it that goes beyond the livery. While the driver/co-driver 
combinations remain unchanged – 2012 championship 
runners-up Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan in car #2 and 
Leeroy Poulter/Elvene Coetzee in car #23 – the big news is 
they will be competing in a brand new car. The long-awaited 
successor to the Super 2000 Class Toyota Auris is the Yaris, 
which will make its debut in the TOTAL Rally in KwaZulu-
Natal on 8 and 9 March.
 It will be another fi rst for South Africa and Toyota 
Motorsport, who helped pioneer the introduction of the 
S2000 class in South Africa in 2006 with the uniquely South 
African Corolla-based RunX rally car and its successor in 
2008, the Auris. It will be the fi rst Yaris to contest a national 
rally championship anywhere in the world and it has been 
designed and built in Toyota Motorsport’s Kyalami workshops.
 “Currently, the Auris is 60kg over the minimum 
weight and this has been a major challenge for us,” said 
team principal Glyn Hall. “The international launch of the 
Yaris has changed all that. We’re in motorsport to win and 
this new car will give us a much better platform to work 
from, allowing us more scope within the rally regulations.
 “It’s been a major challenge building this new 
rally car alongside our Dakar Rally and local motorsport 
commitments. The lads in the workshop have been 
extremely busy. 
 “We took everything we know from the Auris and 
designed and used all of this knowledge together with 
some innovative thinking to produce what I believe is a 
championship winner. It’s more nimble and has a much 
better weight distribution. We’ve gone the two-door route 
because of the rear design of the car, which is aesthetically 
more pleasing, and for practical reasons like accessibility.
 “I believe this new car is exactly where Toyota 
wants to be,” said Hall. “It explores the limits of technology 
and it looks sensational. I am very excited about it and feel 
the same way as I did when I fi rst saw the evolution 2013 
Dakar Hilux. The whole project has been inspirational for the 
team.” H&H
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SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



RA 100AW RALLY: RA 100AW RALLY: 
FIRST FOR HIGGINSFIRST FOR HIGGINS



didn’t fi nish to make this happen, but we will take it. We 
missed third overall so many times last year that we just 
wanted to get it this year. It’s really cool that we got this.”
 2013 Sno*Drift Rally SP Class winners Evan Cline/
Jake Blattner patiently drove a consistent race and overtook 
David Sterckx/Karen Jankowski on SS15 to place second in 
Class, and in the process maintained their SP Class points 
lead. Sterckx lost considerable speed because of turbo boost 
problems and took the third place spot for their fi rst podium 
this season.
 Cline/Blattner also added both the Trespassers 
Wil and 100 Acre Wood Regional Rally victories to their list, 
and became the top all-wheel-drive regional winner for the 
Honey Jar Challenge prize fund.
 Scion Racing Rally xD’s Andrew Comrie-Picard/
Jeremy Wimpey took the Two-Wheel Drive (2WD) Class 
victory, their second consecutive class win, in a tight battle 
with a contingent of Ford Fiesta R2s. Comrie-Picard was 
locked in a battle with Dillon Van Way/Andrew Edwards until 
SS11 when Van Way crashed and gave up his second place 
position to fellow Ford Fiesta drivers Edward McNelly and Ole 
Holter.
 “The event was nearl perfect except for a bent rear 
beam from a rock I hit,” added Comrie-Picard.” I came into 
service a bit sideways. The team came through for me. We 
are really crushing it this year and happy with the results.”
 Long-time rally racers Tim O’Neil/Travis Hanson 
completed the 2WD podium. O’Neil is the founder of the 
Team O’Neil Rally School in Dalton, NH which trained many 

of the drivers competing in Rally America competition.
 In Rally America’s Manufacturers’ National 
Championship, Subaru tied Mitsubishi in the overall category. 
Subaru also adds an additional Subaru victory to their 
Super Production Class Manufacturer’s lead. Scion adds 
another 2WD victory in their quest to dominate the 2WD 
Manufacturer standings, and Honda also their Manufacturer 
win streak in the B-Spec category at the 100 Acre Wood 
Rally.
 The next round takes place at the Oregon Trail Rally 
in Portland, OR on 3 - 5 May.

The sudden arrival of winter ice and snow conditions 
could not prevent Subaru Rally Team USA’s David 
Higgins/Craig Drew from winning the Rally in the 100 
Acre Wood this past weekend in Salem, Missouri. The 
hard fought victory gave Higgins his fi rst 100 Acre 
Wood Rally victory in three attempts at one of the 
more slippery events in recent memory.
 On Day One Higgins/Drew fell behind early to 
Hoonigan Racing’s Ken Block/Alex Gelsomino and to Rockstar 
Energy Drink Rally Team’s Antoine L’Estage/Nathalie Richard 
until a fateful SS6, the fi rst night-time stage. Block suffered 
front-end damage to his Ford Fiesta and L’Estage retired 
from the event with overheating issues with his Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo X that left Higgins and his Subaru Impreza with 
the overall lead.
 It was a disappointing withdrawal for L’Estage 
who hoped to build on his Championship points-lead after 
winning the Michigan based Sno*Drift Rally in late January.
 Block rejoined the event at the beginning of Day 
Two using SuperRally rules only to retire again from the 
event with an electrical throttle problem on SS10. Block held 
a psychological advantage having previously won six 100 
Acre Wood Rallies - the most by any Rally America driver.
 Higgins then commanded a six minute lead over 
Joseph Burk/Alex Kihurani in second place and Lauchlin 
O’Sullivan/Scott Putnam in third place. Higgins won nine of 
the last ten stages of the day towards his overall victory.
 “This is one rally we haven’t won before and to win 
it now is a great feeling especially the way things happened,” 
said Higgins. “Our victory appeared not to be close, but 
giving the diffi culty of the rally and the conditions that 
margin could have disappeared in an instance.”
 Higgins is the reigning 2012 Rally America 
National Championship. With this win Higgins assumes the 
Championship lead on route to defending his title.
 Burke/Kihurani strategically piloted their 2006 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX to second place for their fi rst 
Rally in the 100 Acre Wood podium. Burke last competed 
in September 2012 when he severely rolled his car and 
had to rebuild his rally machine in the off-season. The new 
rally car kept pace with the top of the fi eld despite his car 
experiencing electrical problems.
 O’Sullivan/Putnam also put a newly minted Super 
Production (SP) Class 2008 Subaru Impreza WRX STI 
through the paces and were extremely pleased to not only 
take third overall, but to win the SP Class. O’Sullivan/
Putnam are the 2012 Super Production Champions and 
returned this season at 100 Acre Wood to defend their title 
after missing the fi rst event of the year.
 “For the maiden voyage of this car it is was pretty 
much infallible,” said O’Sullivan. “I know two of the top guys 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Lars Gange/subaru.com

Final Overall WRC Rally Sweden Classifi cation:
01) D. Higgins/C. Drew
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI - 01h 58m 54.7s 
02) J. Burke/A. Kihurani
       Mitsubishi Lancer EVO IX + 08m 51.2s
03) L. O’Sullivan/S. Putnam
       Subaru Impreza WRX-STI + 11m 45.1s 
04) E. Cline/J. Blattner
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 13m 11.4s 
05) D. Sterckx/K. Jankowski
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 13m 24.3s 
06) P. Fetela/R. Vambuts
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 15m 12.2s 
07) A. Comrie-Picard/J. Wimpey
       Scion xD + 16m 03.1s 
08) A. Yeoman/J. Schulze
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 16m 20.9s 
09) G. Gill/P. Robinson
       Subaru Impreza + 18m 19.1s 
10) E. McNelly/O. Holter
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 18m 22.7s

H&H



PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



The 2013 FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) will 
feature a Ladies’ Trophy from Round Three – Rally 
Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés – and onwards, ERC 
promoter Eurosport Events has confi rmed.
 Female drivers contesting the ERC will be eligible 
for the new accolade with three points handed to the winner, 
two to the second-placed driver and one to third based on 
the overall classifi cation of each round regardless of car 
performance. Drivers are allowed to count their best four 
scores and do not have to be paired with a female co-driver 
to be eligible for points. An award will be presented at the 
ERC prize giving ceremony at the end of the year.
 François Ribeiro, Motorsport Development Director 
of Eurosport Events, said: “Since the FIA has created 
the Women in Motor Sport Commission, we felt it was 
appropriate to do something at a high level in the ERC. While 
female drivers take part on ERC events on an equal footing 
with their male counterparts, an award like this will provide 
an additional incentive for women to contest rounds of the 
ERC but also the opportunity to showcase their ability and 
achievement.”
 Last season, Bulgaria’s leading female driver, 
Ekaterina Stratieva, was classifi ed sixth in the fi nal 
overall ERC standings. Her navigator Carmen Poenaru, 
from Romania, was ranked sixth in the overall co-drivers’ 
classifi cation. H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: ERC

LADIES’ TROPHY:LADIES’ TROPHY:
ERC BACKS UP TALENTERC BACKS UP TALENT



WRC Champion Petter Solberg has confi rmed he’ll 
contest every round of this year’s FIA European 
Rallycross (RX) Championship with the sole aim 
of lifting the 2013 title. Solberg announced earlier 
this month that he would compete at the fi rst round 
of the RX Championship in Britain next month, but 
the Norwegian superstar – known affectionately as 
“Hollywood” – is now set on storming Europe in his 
Citroen DS3 Supercar.
 “I don’t do things by half!” said Solberg, who won 
the 2003 WRC title. “When I thought about it, I knew the 
RX Championship was the one for me. It’s going to be one 
hell of a show this season and I want my team to be part of 
that.”
 Solberg’s 600bhp Citroen DS3 Supercar is currently 
being built. But “Hollywood” will be more than ready when 
the lights go green at Lydden Hill in the UK on 31 March.  
 Said Solberg: “I am working pretty much every 
hour to get everything sorted out. Everything is looking 
really exciting right now. It’s fantastic to be back with my 
own team again. 
 “The car is really coming together and, to be 
honest, I really can’t wait to get behind the wheel,” he 
continued. “Having spent the last 15 years driving with 300 
horsepower, having twice that power is something which 
really makes me smile!”
 Working against the clock is nothing new to Solberg, 
who launched the Petter Solberg World Rally Team in a 
matter of weeks ahead of the 2009 WRC season – and then 
set the fastest time on his fi rst stage with his own team. 
He’s looking for a similar debut when he starts his fi rst RX 
Championship race at the end of next month.
 “The competition is going to be really tough this 
year,” said Solberg, “but that’s one of the things which makes 
me want to compete here. And, hey, believe me, it will be 
some show. With me and the guys racing against each others 
doorhandles with 600 horsepower and fl ames fl ying – it’s 
going to be fantastic!”
 
FIA European Rallycross Championship 2013 Calendar:
Lydden Hill, Great Britain: 31 March
Montealegre, Portugal: 27 April
Nyriad, Hungary: 25 May
Kouvola, Finland: 08 June
Hell, Norway: 15 June
Holjes, Sweden: 16 July
Loheac, France: 31 August
Greinbach, Austria: 14 September
Buxtehude, Germany: 21 September H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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SOLBERG CONFIRMS:SOLBERG CONFIRMS:
RALLYCROSS IN 2013RALLYCROSS IN 2013



Literally hurtling down a mountainside...Literally hurtling down a mountainside...
Picture: ERCPicture: ERC
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