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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



Volkswagen Motorsport works driver Sébastien 
Ogier made a little bit of motorsport history at the 
Rally Sweden three weeks ago. The Frenchman, 
with co-driver Julien Ingrassia at his side, claimed 
Volkswagen’s fi rst victory in the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) with the Polo R WRC. In an 
interview, the World Championship leader looks back 
at that triumph and forward to the challenges ahead.

Q: Success in Sweden not only secured your place in 
the rally history books, but also presented Volkswagen 
with its fi rst WRC victory with the Polo. A few weeks 
down the line, what was the best moment?
SO: “When Julien and I returned to the Service Park after 
the Power Stage on Sunday, and the entire team greeted 
us with a round of applause. Everyone was so pleased. Just 
seeing all those happy faces made it worth all the hard work 
we have put in over the past few months. It was the perfect 
rally! The Polo R WRC was outstanding, even better than at 
the ‘Monte’. I have never had such a good car in Sweden.”

Q: Volkswagen Motorsport Director Jost Capito set the 
team’s targets prior to the start of the season: podium 
in the fi rst year, victory in the second, and then the 
World Championship title. Now you already have a 
victory under your belt after just two rallies. Will you 
now change the way you approach the rest of the 
season?
SO: “On the contrary – I will approach all the rallies with 
the same fi ghting spirit. We are obviously more than happy 
with the way the season has started. However, Monte Carlo 
and Sweden are unique rallies, which cannot be compared 
with other rounds of the World Championship. We will have 
to wait and see how we fair on gravel, as that is the surface, 
on which most of the WRC rallies are staged. We still have 
a long way to go. However, we can now relax a little, as we 
already have valuable World Championship points. As such, 
the other teams are now under more pressure than we are.”

Q: Many people now see Volkswagen and you as 
favourites for the title...
SO: “We have only completed two of the 13 rounds of the 
World Championship. We still don’t really know how good we 
are, or how competitive the Polo R WRC is on gravel. Maybe 
we will rethink our goals for the season after Portugal or 
Argentina. One thing is certain, however: if we are still in 
with a chance at the end of the season, we will fi ght all the 
way.”

Q: Do you expect the Polo R WRC to be as competitive 
on the gravel of Mexico as it was on ice and snow?

H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport OGIER SPEAKS:OGIER SPEAKS:

WIN IN MEXICO?WIN IN MEXICO?

SO: “That is hard to say. In Mexico we will be driving on 
quite rough gravel routes, and at an extremely high altitude. 
The air is thin at over 2,500 metres above sea level. We 
drivers feel that, and so do the engines. At its worst, 
everyone here has almost a third less performance than 
under normal conditions.”

Q: What are your expectations for the Rally Mexico?
SO: “I really like the atmosphere there. The weather is 
always good and the special stages are lined with a lot of 
fans. The start in Guanajuato, in particular, is a fantastic 
experience. Down narrow lanes, through tunnels, and past 
thousands of fans cheering you on frenetically – that is pure 
goose bumps! For me personally, it is always very special to 
line up in Mexico. It was there that I drove my very fi rst rally 
in the World Championship back in 2008 – and I promptly 

won my fi rst race in the Junior WRC class. That was like a 
dream back then. As such, I am always happy to travel to 
Mexico to race there.”

Q: The rally’s longest special stage is scheduled for 
Sunday: the 55-kilometre “Guanajuatito” stage. How 
are you preparing for that challenge?
SO: “That is not the only one. In Mexico, we have to 
complete seven special stages that are over 30 kilometres 
long. That means we must be top fi t, in order to stay 100 
per cent focussed at all times from Thursday through to 
Sunday. That is why I slotted in some extra fi tness sessions 
with my trainer after the Rally Sweden, in order to be as well 
prepared as possible. I have also fl own to Mexico a few days 
early, in order to get used to the time difference – and to 
catch a bit of sun on the beach at Cancún.”



SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.
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kilometres with several sections climbing to over 2,500 
metres above sea level in high temperatures. Revisions 
make this event one of the most compact rallies in the 
history of the WRC.

FIA WRC positions after Round Two
Drivers:
01) Sébestien Ogier (FRA) - 46 pts
02) Sébestien Loeb (FRA) - 43 pts
03) Mads Østberg (NOR) - 24 pts
04) Dani Sordo (ESP) - 15 pts
05) Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN) - 14 pts
06) Mikko Hirvonen (FIN) - 12 pts
06) Martin Prokop (CZE) - 12 pts
08) Bryan Bouffi er (FRA) - 10 pts
08) Thierry Neuville (BEL) - 10 pts
10) Juha Hanninen (FIN) - 8 pts

Manufacturers:
01) Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team - 57 pts
02) Volkswagen Motorsport - 55 pts
03) Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team - 31 pts
04) Abu Dhabi Citroën Total World Rally Team - 15 pts
05) Lotos WRC Team - 12 pts
06) Qatar World Rally Team - 10 pts
07) Jipocar Czech National Team - 8 pts

 
The tenth WRC Rally Guanajuato Mexico has a 
different feel to it this year with the absence of six-
time winner Sébastien Loeb, but the Frenchman’s 
limited World Rally Championship programme in 
2013 will not detract from what promises to be 
a fascinating third round of the FIA World Rally 
Championship.
 Starting with two short special stages in 
Guanajuato on Thursday evening, the fi rst gravel round of 
the new season has attracted 12 Priority 1 drivers and six 
WRC2 teams among a 27-car entry. Teams will tackle 23 
timed special stages before the fi nish in León on Sunday 
afternoon. 
 M-Sport and Citroën face a real challenge to 
continue their run of podium results over the specialist 
Mexican tracks with the emergence of Volkswagen 
Motorsport as a major force in this year’s WRC following 
a superb debut victory in Sweden last month. Volkswagen 
currently trail the French factory team by just two points in 
the early season race to be top of the FIA Manufacturers’ 
Championship.
 The German team has left nothing to chance in its 
preparations for a fi rst fully-blown assault at the event and 
altitude testing has been carried out with the Polo R WRC to 
ensure that both championship leader Sébastien Ogier and 
Jari-Matti Latvala are competitive from the outset. The team 
visited Mexico in November for a short test session and have 
also run the Polo’s engine in a climate chamber in Germany 
to simulate Mexican rally conditions.
 “In Mexico, we have to complete seven special 
stages that are over 30km long,” admitted Ogier. “That 
means we must be top fi t in order to stay 100 percent 
focused at all times. I also came here a few days early in 
order to get used to the time difference and to catch up a bit 
of sun on the beach in Cancún!”
 Citroën’s Mikko Hirvonen fi nished second overall 
in 2011 and 2012 and has carried out pre-event testing for 
Mexico in the Algarve region of Portugal. “The car (DS3) 
has changed quite a lot since last year in Mexico and we 
introduced a big suspension step in Finland. The engineers 
have also worked on the engine and I am pleased with what 
we have achieved. I think we have a really good chance to 
win, but Volkswagen showed their pace in Sweden and I 
believe they will be fast here as well.”
 Rally organisers have introduced two new stages 
to the format: a 2.6km sprint through Guanajuato’s 
Bicentennial Park follows the opening 1.05km Monster street 
stage on Thursday evening and a daunting 30.57km El 
Chocolate special will be repeated twice on Friday.
 Liaison distances have been reduced by around 
15%, but the rally still features 394.88 competitive 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Volkswagen Motorsport, Citroën Racing

H&H



SARC TOTAL RALLY: SARC TOTAL RALLY: 
SUGARCANE SURPRISESSUGARCANE SURPRISES



 
Starting with a clean sheet presents a new season of 
promise and potential. The 2013 South African Rally 
Championship’s eight rounds sees competitors tackle 
the season-opening TOTAL Rally 2013 on 8 – 9 March 
in Durban and along the KwaZulu-Natal South Coast 
with renewed ambitions of claiming Championship 
success.
 Organised by the Natal Motorcycle and Car Club 
(NMCC) for the 55th time with and sponsors TOTAL South 
Africa for the fi fth year running, resources and expertise 
have once more been combined over the past several 
months to host a rally that will prove to be as thrilling to 
spectators as it is challenging for the competitors.
 Spokesperson for TOTAL South Africa, Nadia Vosloo, 
said: “We’ve set out to make this the most spectator-friendly 
rally on the calendar, and we have worked tirelessly to build 
upon the already high levels of spectator safety too. The 
TOTAL Rally 2013 promises to be a fantastic weekend of 
motorsport and family fun!”
 To achieve this, the TOTAL Rally 2013 boasts a 
Super Special Stage that takes place at the old Durban 
Drive-In complex. What sets this stage apart from other 
such rally stages is that it will see rally cars battle it out 
head-to-head against each other and the stopwatch.
 The TOTAL Rally is comprised of 16 stages 
contested over 171km of timed action in a route of 660km. 
There will be 14 stages run on gravel along the South 
Coast’s Scottburgh areas on Friday afternoon and Saturday 
morning, and the all-action all-tar Super Special Stage at 
the old Durban Drive-In site will end action on both days of 
rallying.
 The event’s Ceremonial Start takes place at Durban 
at 11h00 on Friday 8 March, and is not to be missed: waving 
the fl ag will be Ms India SA 2012 Koshicka Singh. The fi rst 
stage gets underway at 11h58, and is the fi rst of the day’s 
six gravel stages. A Service Park will be established at the 
Scottburgh Country Club, and spectators are welcome to 
visit when the crews repair and prepare their rally machines 
after Stage 1 (Finningly 1) and after Stage 5 (Invernettie 
2). The action heads to Durban for Friday’s fi nale, the Super 
Special Stage at the old Durban Drive-In complex, starting 
at 19h33.
 Action restarts at 06h33 on Saturday as crews 
leave their overnight Parc Ferme to head to Stage 8 
(Ellingham 1), with the fi rst car due to start the stage at 
07h50. This will be the fi rst of eight gravel stages, and once 
more the Scottburgh Country Club will play host to the 
rally’s Service Park after Stages 9, 11, 13 and 15.
 A repeat of the Super Special Stage will start at 
15h29 to conclude the event’s grueling schedule of rally 
action, and this will be followed up by the Podium Ceremony 
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and Prize-Giving at the Rally Village.
 There have been many changes to the face of South 
African Rally Championship in the four months since the 
last event, and this bodes well for an exciting TOTAL Rally 
2013. The new Volkswagen Polo S2000 rally machines have 
undergone extensive mechanical updates and they promise 
great speed on these slippery stages, and the Volkswagen 
Sasolracing team’s four crew line-up includes double national 
championship winning drivers Hergen Fekken and Enzo Kuun 
and motorsport personality Gugu Zulu, while 18-year-old 
Henk Lategan fi lls the fi nal seat as the youngest factory rally 
driver in the history of the sport in South Africa.
 Toyota Motorsport and Hallspeed will debut their all-
new Toyota Yaris S2000 at the TOTAL Rally 2013, with their 
factory drivers Johnny Gemmell and Leeroy Poulter looking 
to shakedown this new rally machine on the demanding 
stages in KwaZulu-Natal.
 Team TOTAL, the largest privateer rally team in 
the South African Rally Championship, is ready and primed 

for action with their three crews. Jean-Pierre Damseaux 
and Hilton Auffray (Team TOTAL Toyota Auris S2000) and 
Mohammed Moosa and Andre Vermeulen (Team TOTAL 
Toyota Auris S2000) will compete in the Class S2000 
Challenge category, while Craig Trott and Janine Lourens 
(Team TOTAL Toyota RunX S1600) will be out to claim his 
ninth two-wheel drive Class Championship title in 2013.
 For more information on the TOTAL Rally, please 
visit http://www.total.co.za. Follow TOTAL South Africa on 
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and 
on Twitter at http://twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H
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Snow, ice, and freezing temperatures: the Northern 
Forest Baja, Round Two of the Russian Cross Country 
Championship and FIA Cross Country World Cup 
Candidate Event, is one of the most anticipated rally 
raids in the world. There are no deserts, no sand 
dunes, but competitors  face forests of frozen snow 
and ice.
 Hosted in St. Petersburg, HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS ventured to this event in late February to 
witness Russia and Europe’s bravest crews. Photojournalist 
Eva Kovkova reported on the event, and here are her 
photographs for Part One of this event. Enjoy!
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PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



Reigning South African Rally Champions, Mark Cronje 
and Robin Houghton, fi nished fi fth on the Malcolm 
Wilson Rally, which ended late in the afternoon of 
March 2 in the Cumbrian city of Cockermouth, England.
 It was their fi rst taste of overseas competition, 
taking part courtesy of M-Sport’s Malcolm Wilson, benefactor 
of the event and founder of the company which built the 
S2000 Ford Fiesta which took them to the 2012 title. On the 
one-day, seven special stage event they campaigned a Fiesta 
similar to what is used in the World Rally Championship.
 The duo ran as high as third place overall before 
a spin on stage fi ve – Grizedale South– cost them about 
30 seconds and dropping them down to fi fth. A cautious 
approach on the penultimate stage saw them lose a further 
place, before they clawed it back on the fi nal timed section.
 The event was won by Euan Thorburn and Paul 
Beaton in a Ford Focus WRC, 20 seconds ahead of the similar 
machine of Paul Bird/Carl Williamson. Cronje/Houghton 
fi nished one minute and 32 seconds behind the leader
 “It has been an amazing experience,” enthused 
Cronje. “We were up against some tough opposition in full 
WRC-type cars running the latest developments, and we 
really had to give it our all. We were unfortunate that the 
rear anti-roll bar broke on the 13 km fourth stage and then 
had to complete the following 18 km stage with the car not 
handling perfectly as a result, which probably contributed to 
our spin. Nevertheless, I loved every minute of it!”
 “It has been a privilege to be part of M-Sport for the 
event,” added Houghton. “They gave us all the support we 
could’ve wanted and a great car to boot. It has been a real 
eye-opener and the perfect way to prepare us for our title 
defence, which starts back home in less than a week’s time.
 “The event was very professionally run and the 
setting in the Lake District of Cumbria was a bonus. We’ve 
experienced some beautiful roads – very technical and 
challenging - which were perfect for high speed rallying. 
We’ve also gathered some useful information which we can 
put to good use in the year ahead.” H&H
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Privateers in rallying (and motorsport in general) 
command respect from media such as HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS. Running on passion, these competitors 
form the backbone of the sport. In terms of rallying, 
these endow the sport with spirit, camaraderie and 
that word once again, passion.
 The 2013 South African Rally Championship is a 
strong series in the world of rallying, and it has weathered 
the knocks and bumps that have affected European series. 
This is most evidenced in the number of privateers taking 
to the stages. Now in the Class S2000 Challenge, what will 
be a hotly contested Class Championship in 2013 for older 
specifi cation Class S2000 machinery, Two Wheel Drive 
Championship event winners Morne Janse van Rensburg 
and co-driver Rikus Fourie have acquired a Volkswagen Polo 
S2000. This is the same car that brought Volkswagen South 
Africa Motorsport’s double Champion Enzo Kuun his two 
National titles...
 GC Diesel Pumps is based in Port Elizabeth, Eastern 
Cape and this team comprises a mechanics and engineers 
handpicked to give this young crew every advantage on the 
stages. With enthusiasm, dedication and perseverance, this 
team will compete with great interest from their rivals. It is 
not often that a privateer team generates such excitement 
for the season ahead, and the TOTAL Rally, will see them in 
action in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal this weekend.
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