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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



HYUNDAI AND WRC:HYUNDAI AND WRC:  
i20 WRC MOVES CLOSERi20 WRC MOVES CLOSER



Hyundai Motorsport GmbH has taken another 
signifi cant step towards its forthcoming participation 
in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) with the 
unveiling of its latest specifi cation i20 WRC car at the 
Geneva Motor Show this week.
 Hyundai is gearing up for its debut season in the 
challenging FIA WRC in 2014 with a year of private testing 
and development as it progresses towards a competition-
ready WRC-specifi cation of its i20 model. A fi rst iteration 
of the car made its debut at the Paris Motor Show back 
in September but this latest model incorporates notable 
updates to the exterior bodywork and suspension. The 
upgrades are the result of collaborative work between 
Hyundai’s R&D facility in Namyang, Korea and the newly 
formed Hyundai Motorsport GmbH in Alzenau, Germany, 
headed up by veteran WRC man Michel Nandan.
 The new specifi cation Hyundai i20 WRC also reveals 
a striking look thanks to a redesigned livery which blends 
a dynamic treatment of Hyundai’s corporate blue together 
with an innovative use of characters from the native Korean 
script, Hunminjeongeum. The livery matches the excitement 
and dynamism of WRC with the Korean heritage of the 
Hyundai brand.
 In the two months since his appointment, Team 
Principal Michel Nandan has focussed on establishing the 
core Hyundai WRC team at the bespoke facility in Alzenau 

with key technical, logistics and motorsport specialists 
joining the new manufacturer team. The team will soon be 
embarking on a more intensive test programme with the i20 
WRC to ramp up development of the car ahead of its maiden 
season.
 Hyundai Motorsport Team Principal, Michel Nandan 
commented: “We are still in the infancy of our exciting 
WRC programme so the development curve for the car 
and team is steep. This latest version of the i20 WRC has 
centred on aerodynamics with the objective of improving 
the car’s cooling systems. A new rear wing and front spoiler 
give the i20 WRC a new external appearance while, under 
the bodywork, improvements have also been made to the 
suspension kinematics and chassis stiffness as we gear up 
for a more structured test programme later in the year. We 
have lots of important foundations to lay both with the car 

and the team at Alzenau.
 “Building up a new motorsport facility from scratch 
is an ambitious and rewarding challenge. We have begun 
the recruitment process but already have a number of key 
people in place who bring with them a wealth of rally and 
motorsport experience. We are rapidly building up the team 
infrastructure and are pleased that everything is running to 
schedule.
 “Hyundai has returned to the World Rally stage 
to demonstrate its technical capabilities on one of the 
world’s most competitive stages. Our ultimate goal is to 
be victorious but we know that we have a lot of tough 
competition ahead of us. We will use this year to lay the 
solid foundations but hope to advance quickly as 2014 
approaches.”
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SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



SARC TOTAL RALLY:SARC TOTAL RALLY:
SWEET SUGAR SUCCESSSWEET SUGAR SUCCESS



Reigning South African Rally Champions Mark Cronje/
Robin Houghton (Ford Racing Fiesta S2000) started 
the new season off as they did in 2012: with a 
dominant victory in the TOTAL Rally, which took place 
among the sugarcane fi elds of KwaZulu-Natal’s South 
Coast this past weekend.
 They led the 30-strong fi eld at the end of the Day 
One, winning four of the fi ve stages, and continued their 
good form on Day Two with six wins out of nine.
 Former champions Jan Habig and Robert Paisley 
(Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000) made it a one-two for Ford, 
fi nishing 01min 5sec behind the winners after starting the 
fi nal day 34sec in arrears. They won a stage on each day and 
were the only S2000 crew to keep the Champions honest.
 Third was the Team TOTAL combination of Jean-
Pierre Damseaux and new co-driver Hilton Auffray in the fi rst 
of the S2000 Challenge cars in a Toyota Auris, who did well 
to overcome a strong challenge on Day Two from the Castrol 
Team Toyota Yaris S2000 of Leeroy Poulter/Elvene Coetzee. 
The battle between these two was a feature of the event, 
with Poulter/Coetzee, giving the brand new Yaris S2000 rally 
car an impressive debut, occupying third place throughout 
the event until slowed by power steering problems on the 
fi nal two gravel special stages of the weekend. The Toyota 
pair picked up a 40sec penalty for lateness after repairing a 
broken power steering pulley and dropped to fourth behind 
Damseaux/Auffray with just the 1.29km tarmac super special 
stage on the site of the old Durban drive-in remaining.
 Fifth overall and second in the S2000 Challenge 
were inaugural challenge champions Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin 
in the fi rst of the factory Volkswagen Sasolracing Polos, 
38sec behind Poulter/Coetzee. Rounding out the top six and 
missing a top-fi ve fi nish by 05sec were Giniel de Villiers and 
new co-driver Greg Godrich (Imperial Toyota Auris S2000), 
who battled with power steering problems on Day Two and 
picked up a 40sec penalty for lateness after replacing a high-
pressure pump.
 Namibian Wilro Dippenaar and Kes Naidoo were 
seventh overall and third in the S2000 Challenge in a 
McCarthy Toyota/PZN Toyota Auris. Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen (Team TOTAL Toyota Auris S2000) were 
challenging for fourth overall on Day Two when they dropped 
back after contact with a bridge and, later, put their car 
on its roof after hitting a drainage ditch. They were able to 
continue after righting the car, but fi nished eighth overall and 
fourth in Class S2000 Challenge.
 The many incidents involving the S2000 cars 
resulted in Class S1600 cars occupying ninth, tenth, 11th 
and 12th places. Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan were 13th 
overall in the second of the new Castrol Toyota Yaris S2000 
cars after hot gases from a broken exhaust pipe ignited a 
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power steering pipe and caused their retirement on Day One. 
They restarted on Day Two under Super Rally rules and gave 
a demonstration of the new Toyota’s potential by fi nishing in 
the top three in four of the seven gravel stages and winning 
the fi nal one.
 It was not a good weekend for the factory-based 
Volkswagen Sasolracing team, with former champions Enzo 
Kuun/Guy Hodgson crashing out on SS3 while fi ghting for 
second place with Habig/Paisley. The Polo was severely 
damaged after rolling end over end several times and 
the crew was taken to hospital for observation. Former 
champions Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries also competed in 
the Super Rally on Saturday after they went off the road on 
SS1 and were unable to continue. They fi nished 18th overall, 
but second-fastest times in Day Two’s fi rst two stages before 
they lost time with a puncture on SS12 of the event’s 16 
was a reminder of the Volkswagen Polo’s potential. Teenager 
Henk Lategan and Barry White impressed in their debut in 
the third Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo S2000, running as 
high as third on Day One. A brush with a concrete wall and 

later a small grass fi e in SS8 saw the youngster drop down 
the leader board. The 18-year-old Lategan marked himself as 
a champion of the future with a spirited fi ght-back which saw 
him take the honours from his more illustrious rivals on SS12 
on his way to 23rd overall.
 Thilo Himmel and the all-new rally Toyota Etios R2 
enjoyed a dream debut when the Namibian and his South 
African co-driver, Armand du Toit, won the Two Wheel Drive 
category for S1600 cars.
 They led at the overnight stop in Durban on Day 
One and withstood a strong challenge fi rst from Ashley 
Haigh-Smith/Craig Parry (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2) and then 
Guy Botterill/Simon Vacy-Lyle (Yato Tools Toyota RunX) to 
take the honours at the fi nish.
 Botterill/Vacy-Lyle had led throughout Day One’s 
fi ve stages, but were penalised two minutes for clocking 
in early at a control. This demoted them to fi fth in Class 
and 01min 45sec behind Himmel/Du Toit. Haigh-Smith/
Parry were second, ahead of Matthew Vacy-Lyle/Schalk van 
Heerden (Fragram Tools Toyota RunX) and reigning Two 



Wheel Drive champion Craig Trott and new co-driver Janine 
Lourens (Team TOTAL Toyota RunX).
 Himmel/Du Toit led throughout Day Two while 
Botterill/Vacy-Lyle mounted a stirring challenge that saw 
them move up to second place in Class ahead of Haigh-
Smith/Parry with two stages remaining. The gap at the fi nish 
at the old Durban drive-in site was just 33sec...
 Haigh-Smith, whose Ford mysteriously lost power 
as the rally progressed, fi nished third, 39sec behind Botterill 
and Vacy-Lyle and 01min 28sec ahead of Trott/Lourens.
 Vacy-Lyle/Van Heerden were fi fth, followed by 
Megan and brother Oliver Verlaque (Volkswagen Polo Vivo).  
Former circuit racer Chad van Beurden made a workman-like 
rally debut with the experienced Henry Dearlove Jnr and was 
seventh in a Beurden Construction-sponsored Volkswagen 
Polo S1600.
 The youngest driver in the event, 16-year-old 
Richard Leeke Jnr and co-driver Pierre Jordaan were eighth 
in Class in an ATS Ford Fiesta R2 in only their second 
national championship rally together. The husband-and-wife 

combination of Danie and Debby van der Westhuizen were 
ninth in a Ford Fiesta R2.
 It was one of the best S1600 battles seen in local 
rallying with a record 14 entries underlining the growing 
popularity of the ‘entry’ formula. Sadly for one of the pre-
race favourites, the experienced Clint Weston/Christoff 
Snyders in the very quick Reef Tankers Citroen C2 R2, it was 
a battle in which they never featured. Fuel pump problems 
on SS1 lost them over 36min and saw them incur a fi ve-
minute penalty for lateness. They never recovered and 
fi nished a disappointed and unfamiliar tenth in Class.
 The next round of the championship is the Sasol 
Rally in Mpumalanga on 19 and 20 April.
 Stay tuned for next week’s Part Two, with more 
exclusive photographs and insights!

SARC TOTAL Rally Final Overall Classifi cation
01) M. Cronje/R. Houghton
       Ford Fiesta S2000 - 01h 32m 28.0s
02) J. Habig/R. Paisley
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 01m 05,4s
03) J-P. Damseaux/H. Auffray
       Toyota Auris S2000 Challenge + 02m 54.0s
04) L. Poulter/E. Coetzee
       Toyota Yaris S2000 + 03m 27.6s
05) G. Zulu/C. Peskin
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 Challenge + 04m 06.5s
06) D. De Villiers/G. Godrich
       Toyota Auris S2000 Challenge + 04m 11.5s
07) W. Dippenaar/K. Naidoo
        Toyota Auris S2000 Challenge + 04m 29.4s
08) M. Moosa/A. Vermeulen
       Toyota Auris S2000 Challenge + 08m 06.1s
09) T. Himmel/A. Du Toit
        Toyota Etios S1600 + 11m 20.4s
10) G. Botterill/S. Vacy-Lyle
       Toyota RunX S1600 + 11m 53.6s
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WRC RALLY MEXICO: WRC RALLY MEXICO: 
OGIER DOMINATES ON GRAVELOGIER DOMINATES ON GRAVEL



Team) was fi fth in the second DS3 WRC and Qatar’s Nasser 
Saleh Al-Attiyah (Qatar World Rally Team) held sixth position 
overall in his fi rst WRC event of 2013. Ken Block (Hoonigan 
Racing), Mexican star Benito Guerra (Citroën DS3 WRC), 
Czech driver Martin Prokop (Jipocar Czech Rally Team) and 
Australian Chris Atkinson (Abu Dhabi Citroën Total World 
Rally Team) rounded out the top ten.
 With the high altitudes of the stages and the 
dusty nature of the gravel roads, preparation was key to 
success. This applies, of course, both to car and crew: the 
intense heat and the high altitudes affect both differently. 
Clearly without suffi cient gravel rally kilometres in his new 
car was Finn Jari-Matti Latvala. Ruled out of the top ten 
early on in the event, he was forced to re-focus his seat 
time in the all-new Polo R WRC as an extended test session 
for the Volkswagen Motorsport team. He impressed in the 
fi nal stages of his weekend, but an upcoming two-day test 

session ahead of WRC Rally de Portugal will see this driver 
itching to fi ght for a podium position after a somewhat 
subdued start to his 2013 campaign.
 His team-mate at the head of the fi eld was 
continuing his assualt on the stages, and claimed another 
fi ve stage wins (from the seven run on Saturday) to see the 
French pairing end the leg with one hand on the winners’ 
trophies.
 How does Ogier create a lead of 02min 52.4sec in 
only seven stages?  “It’s been another good day for us,” said 
Ogier. “I try to fi nd a rhythm to stay in a good pace without 
taking any risks. I did not want to force the pace.”
 What did aid Ogier in setting up a seemingly 
unassailable advantage was Ostberg’s Ford Fiesta RS WRC 
grinding to a halt on the road section to SS15 with terminal 
alternator problems. Then, newly promoted Hirvonen 
suffered a puncture in SS18 that saw him nearly drop behind 

It was a fi ne fi nish for Sebastien Ogier and Julien 
Ingrassia (Volkswagen Motorsport), cruising to 
a crushing victory over their rivals in this past 
weekend’s FIA WRC Rally Guanajuato Mexico. This 
his second victory of 2013, and ninth in his relatively 
short World Rally Championship career, Ogier has 
established the new Volkswagen Motorsport squad 
and its Polo R WRC as the team to beat for the 
remaining ten rounds of the season.
 With a winning margin of 03min 28.9sec, Ogier’s 
performance on gravel, the fi rst of the Championship, 
highlighted to all the sheer competitiveness of the 
newcomers Volkswagen Motorsport. All WRC fans know 
Ogier doesn’t like to merely win, but relishes in dominating 
the leader boards, this victory is surely not to be his last 
such in 2013...
 Despite the best efforts from Mikko Hirvonen/Jarmo 
Lehtinen (Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team), Mads 
Ostberg/Jonas Andersson (Qatar M-Sport Rally Team) and 
Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (Qatar M-Sport Rally Team), 
the Frenchman was able to even slow his pace through the 
fi nal stages of the event to claim the maximum three extra 
points on the Power Stage to extend his lead after three 
rounds in the Drivers’ Championship.
 “We have to take each win when it comes,” said 
Ogier. “This is an amazing start to the season for us. Now we 
have a quite good lead in the championship.”
 Their march to victory began on the very fi rst 
stage, and took shape at the end of Friday’s 13 special 
stages. With Norwegian ace Ostberg hot on his heels, just 
33sec in fact, the action on the stages was still fi erce. It was 
a game of strategy on this fi rst gravel rally, and Ogier and 
his team worked their behind-the-scenes magic to enable 
the Frenchman to do his best effort behind the steering 
wheel of his Polo R WRC. Ending off Day One at the top of 
the leader board meant starting last of the seeded WRC 
drivers for Saturday’s speed tests. Road sweeping was never 
a factor for Ogier, and he worked this to his advantage. At 
the end of Saturday, he grew those 33sec over Ostberg to 
02min 52.4sec...
 “It was a really good day and I am very happy,” 
said Ogier in what could be described as the biggest 
understatement of the day. “I am surprised to be so far 
ahead, so I am very pleased with that.”
 Behind Ogier and Ostberg, Hirvonen and Neuville 
were engrossed in a hammer and tongs duel for third 
position overall, and it was Hirvonen’s experience on the 
unique stages that saw him maintain a lead over the 
Belgian. However, Hirvonen was also closing in on Ostberg 
and closed Day One at 09sec behind the Norwegian.
 Dani Sordo (Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally 
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Neuville in third place. The 07.5sec between the Citroën and 
Ford drivers was not indicative of the action from these two 
hard chasers: Hirvonen’s puncture cost him valuable time, 
but Neuville too suffered mehanical problems. Had Neuville 
not experienced his steering and engine temperature 
problems and Hirvonen his puncture, the fi ght for second 
place might just have been reversed...
 The Day One leader board was somewhat repeated 
at the end of Day Two albeit Ostberg removed from the 
standings after his unfortunate retirement from the event. 
All crews moved up one on the leader board and remained 
pretty much the same: Sordo was fourth, Al-Attiyah in fi fth, 
Ken Block holding onto sixth, Atkinson leapfrogged Guerra 
into seventh, Prokop ninth and a highly conservative Evgeniy 
Novikov (Qatar M-Sport Rally Team) rounding out the top 
ten.
 At the end of Day Three, and behind Ogier and his 

commanding lead, Hirvonen and Neuville continued their 
enthralling battle for second place. It was Hirvonen’s fastest 
stage time over the longest stage of the rally (Guanajuatito) 
that confi rmed his second place overall. This meant Neuville 
claimed his fi rst podium position of his WRC career, an 
excellent result for the young Belgian ace.
 Sordo fi nished fourth overall in the second of the 
Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team DS3 WRCs and 
Al-Attiyah fi nished his fi rst WRC round of 2013 in a solid fi fth 
place.
 Atkinson overtook Block for sixth position overall, 
and Mexican Benito Guerra was eighth, Prokop and Novikov 
completing the top ten.

WRC Rally Guanajato Mexico Final Classifi cation:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC - 04h 30m 27.0s
02) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 03m 28.9s
03) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 04m 23.8s
04) D. Sordo/C. del Barrio
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 06m 06.7s
05) N. Saleh Al-Attiyah/G. Bernacchini
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 08m 34.5s
06) C. Atkinson/S. Prévot
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 11m 28.0s
07) K. Block/A. Gelsomino
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 48.3s
08) B. Guerra/B. Rozada
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 12m 49.8s
09) M. Prokop/M. Ernst
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 14m 29.0s
10) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 17m 15.3s



PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



NORTHERN FOREST BAJA: NORTHERN FOREST BAJA: 
SNOWY CHARMS, PART 2SNOWY CHARMS, PART 2



The Northern Forest Baja run last month in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, is unlike any other round of the 
Cross Country calendar in the world. No deserts, no 
sand dunes: instead, competitors face snow, ice and 
an average of -10˚C...
 The cold and snow require unique race machines, 
and the competitors brave the harshest conditions in 
motorsport on each day of this two-leg event. Starting in 
2002 as a round of the Russian Cross Country Cup, this year 
it was run as a candidate event for the FIA Cross Country 
World Cup and it ran as the second round of the demanding 
Russian Cup.
 Forests of snow made for amazing rally action, and 
the sport’s biggest names were on the entry list. Previous 
winners of this event include Boris Gadasin and Leonid 
Novitsky. They both competed in the recent Dakar Rally in 
South America, and were looking for success on “home” 
soil. Interestingly, former WRC ace Harri Rovanpera was on 
the start list too, and he piloted a Mitsubishi Pajero to great 
success.
 Race organizer and multiple Russian rally-raid 
champion Ruslan Misikov planned a particularly tough event 
for 2013, and the results sheet showed the teams worked 
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Northern Forests Baja Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) V. Vasilyev/V. Yevtyekhov
       G-Force Proto - 03h 50m 22s
02) J. Ampuja/T. Suominen
       Mitsubishi Pajero + 05m 54s
03) V. Volikov/A. Volikov
       G-Force Proto + 15m 23s
04) E. Firsov/V. Filatov
       Nissan Navarra + 23m 22s
05) D. Iliev/A. Shaposhnikov
       Nissan Frontier + 38m 58s
06) H. Rovanpera/J. Narhi
       Mitsubishi Pajero + 43m 16s
07) A. Novikov/V. Novikov
       Toyota Land Cruiser + 46m 52s
08) A. Yaskov/A. Pletenev
       Toyota Land Cruiser Prado + 01h 04m 04s
09) V. Kushchynskyy/M. Lytvinchuk
       Nissan + 01h 04m 36s
10) M. Antsiferov/A. Schanov
       Isuzu + 01h 05m 36s

hard to reach the fi nish line.
 The race challenged all competitors, and the snow 
and weather played favourably for all concerned: it tested 
man and machine, but made all laps of the course passable 
and fast.
 Winners were Vasilyev and Yevtyekhov in their 
G-Force Proto machine, with a winning margin of 05min 
54sec over Finnish pairing Ampuja/Suominen in a Mitsubishi 
Pajero. The Volikov duo claimed third for the G-Force Proto 
team, the strongest such in the Russian Cup.
 Rovanpera fi nished a fi ne fi fth, after a tough battle 
with Anton Novikov in his Toyota Land Cruiser. Only 15 of the 
original 43 starters arrived at the fi nal Parc Ferme.
 Said winner Vasilyev: “Everything was good, both 
the event’s route and organization. I am glad I was able to 
take part in it. We began this season with a beautiful winter 
race. It’s so amazing in the forest, but unfortunately we 
don’t have much time to enjoy the view. The weather was 

also favourable. Had it been -20, it would have been much 
more diffi cult to compete. Our objective was to win the race, 
and we accomplished it. We were driving in our own rhythm 
and didn’t push too hard. The ruts on the third pass were 
quite deep, but at least we knew where to go. We could even 
drive a couple of laps more!”
 Ever the charming personality, Rovanpera smiled 
his way through an interview: “I was ready for anything, 
but there were some problems with the steering and it 
became diffi cult. I lost control just a bit and rolled over. 
Everything was OK, but I couldn’t drive fast. It was diffi cult, 
but interesting. The roads were rough, all in ruts. I liked 
everything, even though I’m used to fi ghting for top 
positions. I’ll be back for this event next year. As for Russia, 
I can say that there are many beautiful girls.”
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