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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.
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Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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The South African Rally Championship kicked off earlier this month The South African Rally Championship kicked off earlier this month 
with the TOTAL Rally. In the sugarcane fi elds of KwaZulu-Natal, with the TOTAL Rally. In the sugarcane fi elds of KwaZulu-Natal, 
this gravel rally was exciting and fast-paced.this gravel rally was exciting and fast-paced.
Picture: Eva Kovkova exclusively for HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.Picture: Eva Kovkova exclusively for HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



2008 Canadian Formula One Grand Prix winner 
survived a horror crash in a rally two years ago. The 
Polish motorsport ace has not given up his dreams of 
returning to Formula One and to rallying, and in 2013 
he will contest a selected number of European rallies. 
We speak with Kubica, the ERC’s latest recruit, on his 
rallying switch and the challenge ahead in the Rally 
Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés.
 
Q: Welcome to the ERC Robert. What made you choose 
rallying when you had options in circuit racing?
RK: “I’m attracted by the very big challenge in front of me. 
It’s huge, one of the biggest, if not the biggest challenge of 
my life. Every rally will be a new discovery – and I might do 
more European championship rallies than currently planned 
– and that gives you more excitement. Also I’m a big fan 
of rallying from, following on the internet or watching on 
Eurosport. I was always looking to these guys and very 
soon I will be the guy doing those stages so it’s a really nice 
feeling for me.”

Q: Given what happened to you in your accident were 
you not put off driving rally cars again?
RK: “Unfortunately in motorsport accidents can happen. I 
don’t wish that something similar happens to other people 
but we have seen worse accidents in motorsport. Somehow 
my big passion to motorsport overall, including rallying, 
helped me a lot in these past two years to keep me focused 
to keep working and improve my condition.”
 
Q: Did you always believe you’d come back and 
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compete in international motorsport again?
RK: “I would prefer to still be an F1 driver but my passion 
has led me to this programme and this is my focus 
although I cannot say how long for. One and a half year 
ago, if somebody told me I would be announcing a big 
programme with Lotos, Citroën and Michelin in the European 
championship and WRC I would not believe it. Normally I’m 
not an excited guy but when I am at the start of the stage 
it will be a huge excitement, particularly for the fi rst rally in 
Canarias because it’s the fi rst high-level challenge for me 
after the crash.”
 
Q: What’s your target for this season?
RK: “Defi nitely I need to learn and that’s why I need to keep 
in my mind I’m not on the race track, I’m in rallying, I’m 
on the stage, I have a lot to learn, I’m new to this sport. It 
will take time I know it but I have to take advantage of this 

opportunity that I have this season to learn as much as I 
can.”
 
Q: Have you marked out any long-term career plans?
RK: “In some way I still hope to come back to where I was, 
that’s defi nite. It’s a bit strange because I’m coming from 
Formula One and suddenly what was all my life stopped 
in one second. Now I know, I knew it always, but now I 
appreciate more that there’s nothing better in life than doing 
what you want to do. I had a great opportunity to be an F1 
driver but on the other hand I have a great opportunity to 
become a rally driver with a very good programme. I can do 
a good job and provide excitement. Maybe not straight away 
results but excitement and somehow I can give something 
back to the people who have supported me.”

ROBERT KUBICA:ROBERT KUBICA:  
RALLY’S LATEST RECRUITRALLY’S LATEST RECRUIT



SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



ERC RALLY ISLAS CANARIAS: ERC RALLY ISLAS CANARIAS: 
2013’S FIRST ASPHALT ASSAULT2013’S FIRST ASPHALT ASSAULT



From the ice and snow of Austria and Latvia, the FIA 
European Rally Championship (ERC) heads to sunnier 
climes this weekend for some high-speed asphalt 
action with a hint of Formula One thrown in for good 
measure.
 Robert Kubica, who famously won the Canadian 
Grand Prix in 2008, is embarking on a switch to rallying this 
season after serious injury halted his glittering F1 career. 
And he’s chosen the ERC for his fi rst international rally when 
he will go up against 16 regulars from the Championship, 
including opening round winner Jan Kopecký who is chasing 
a hat-trick of triumphs on Gran Canaria’s testing stages.
 Rally Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés, which runs for 
a 37th time in 2013, has been a mainstay of the European 
Rally Cup’s contest for several seasons. But it now gets 
a fully-fl edged ERC slot as host of Round Three of the 
revamped competition.
 The event features 14 stages over a competitive 
distance of 246.34km. Following the ceremonial start in Las 
Palmas at 20h30 local time on Thursday 21 March, the action 
begins with the 13.57km Moya stage at 07h48 on Friday 22 
March and fi nishes with the 16.23km Vallesco stage, which 
gets underway at 16h12 on Saturday 23 March.
 With the stages frequently climbing and descending, 
drivers have to pay close attention to the speed they carry 
and the line they take for each corner to ensure optimal 
momentum is maintained at all times. That also makes 
precise car set-up and pacenote accuracy vital.

H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: ERC Series

 One of the notable features of the stages is the 
abrasive surface, which is partly constructed from volcanic 
lava. It means grip levels are high and will remain constant 
if it rains, although tyre wear can be increased a result. 
However, because there is little opportunity to take ‘cuts’ 
through corners, the road surface remains relatively clean of 
debris and consistent with the risk of punctures reduced.
 Ten crews will contest the headlining Super 2000 
and Regional Rally Car class with six S2000s and four RRCs 
in action. With the exception of local hero Luis Monzón, 
who will line up in a MINI John Cooper Works RRC, all are 
regulars in the ERC.
 Jan Kopecký, the winner of the opening ERC round 
in a Skoda Motorsport Fabia S2000, heads the entry from 
Peugeot Rally Academy’s Craig Breen (207 S2000) and 
Daniel Oliveira, who begins his eight-round ERC campaign in 
Gran Canaria in a Brazil World Rally Team Ford Fiesta RRC. 
Robert Kubica is the fi fth seed behind Monzón. Other entry 

highlights include Jérémi Ancian, Jean-Mathieu Leandri, 
Janós Puskádi, Oleksii Tamrazov and Antonín Tlusťák, who 
represents the GPD Mit Metal Racing Team, currently fi rst in 
the ERC Teams’ Championship classifi cation.
 The FIA Production Car Cup for N4 cars has 
attracted six entries including Andreas Aigner (Subaru 
Impreza R4 STI) and Team Renault Sport Technologies 
duo Germain Bonnefi s and Robert Consani (both Mégane 
Renaultsport N4s).
 Island regulars Enrique García Ojeda and Joan 
Vinyes are the top seeds for FIA ERC 2WD Championship 
honours where series frontrunners Zoltán Bessenyey 
(Eurosol-Honda Civic Type R) and Hermann Neubauer will 
provide strong opposition. Ekaterina Stratieva, the top-
scoring female in last year’s ERC, will do battle with Emma 
Falcón for the new FIA ERC Ladies’ Trophy.



PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



A new season brings new opportunity for success and 
victory. The always-demanding TOTAL Rally started 
the 2013 South African Rally Championship with what 
was one of the most challenging and dramatic season-
opening rallies in recent years.
 For the past two seasons, privateer teams (and here 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS uses this term loosely) have 
dominated the leader board. The might of Volkswagen and 
Toyota in South Africa were unable to stop the tide turning 
in favour of the M-Sport sourced Ford victories, bringing fi rst 
Conrad Rautenbach in 2011 and last year for Mark Cronje 
the coveted South African Rally Championship trophy. Now 
for 2013, Toyota has arrived in the service park with an all-
new Yaris S2000 while Volkswagen extensively updated their 
months-old Polo S2000 to be even more race winning.
 This Championship, as with many series the world 
over in rallying, has seen the decrease in privateer entries 
over recent seasons. There are now a handful number 
of truly privateer crews competing in the South African 
National Rally Championship, and the reason for that is 
will be discussed in another article in the near future. Here 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS will instead focus on the sheer 
depth privateers have at their resources to rock the long-
established stranglehold held over this series by factory 
teams. It will also highlight the lengths at which privateers 
have innovatively moved the sport ahead in South Africa, 
and the measures of the factory teams attempt to regain lost 
ground.
 Throughout the entry list of rallies in this series, 
there are a number of star names in both S2000 and 
two-wheel drive machinery, and as was highlighted in our 
TOTAL Rally review in last week’s issue of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS (edition 272 available for download here: 
http://bit.ly/ZaktRF), there is intense rally action from fi rst 
to last place on the overall classifi cation.
 M-Sport’s Malcolm Wilson’s offi ce is 12,000km 
from South Africa by road, but it has had the biggest impact 
on this sport’s path. The landing of the fi rst Ford Fiesta 
S2000 at the hands of Charl Wilken in 2010 caused a stir, 
but the Volkswagen Polo Vivo S2000 and the Toyota Auris 
S2000 were able to match its pace. In the hands of Conrad 
Rautenbach, Jon Williams and Mark Cronje in 2011, the Blue 
Oval dominated proceedings. This was continued in 2012 
when Cronje and team-mate Jon Williams won seven events 
and were on the podium on all rounds of the Championship. 
Jan Habig switched from Volkswagen for the Ford Fiesta 
S2000 in 2012, and he immediately saw his speed once 
again land him on the podium on numerous occasions. 
 Wilson’s effect has not only shaken up the overall 
winners, but also in the Two Wheel Drive and Class S1600 
Championships. At the hands of Ashley Haigh-Smith, the 
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impressive M-Sport Ford Fiesta R2 changed the landscape 
in this category too. It is not only the cars, of course, but 
these drivers all need to still be able to extract the maximum 
speed from these cars, and reaching that ‘sweet spot’ in 
these M-Sport cars is the missing ingredient in the Polo 
S2000 and the aging Auris S2000.
 Volkswagen was fi rst to respond to the M-Sport 
assault, and they devised a new Polo S2000. Quicker, lighter 
and with the suspension design more advanced than the 
Fiesta, it promises much pace on the rally stages. Last 
season the Polo, while impressive, was still not able to 
regularly outpace the older-spec Polo Vivo S2000. The off-
season was used to refresh the car’s dynamics, and a great 
deal of attention was spent on working with the suspension. 

With bad luck haunting the Volkswagen Sasolracing Team in 
Round One, their overall pace was not revealed but ‘clean’ 
stages in this rally showed it to be much closer to the Fiesta 
than last year.
 All-new for 2013 are the Toyota Yaris S2000 and 
Etios R2. Developed by Glyn Hall and his team at Hallspeed 
for Toyota Motorsport, he is aiming to knock Wilson’s Fiestas 
off their top spot. Built by JEMSport under the management 
of Jean Els, the Etios R2 proved to the fastest two-wheel 
rally car on Round One to even fi nish ninth overall on the 
overall leader board amongst S2000 machinery. However, 
it did face strong opposition from Toyota RunX S1600s and 
Ford Fiesta R2s who suffered various mechanical and driver 
issues to slow their overall pace. However, the Etios R2 won 

on its debut!
 The Yaris S2000 debuted with very little testing on 
the two cars’ odometers, but it throughout the weekend’s 
stages it upstaged the new Polo S2000. The little car 
showcased the potential that will make it a thorn in the side 
of the Blue Oval crews in 2013… The South African Rally 
Championship has just elevated itself once again to being 
one of the most interesting and exciting series for new rally 
cars in the world!
 The 2013 South African Rally Championship’s Round 
Two takes in the Sasol Rally in Nelspruit, Mpumalanga on 19 
– 20 April. H&H



M-Sport are pleased to announce that the 2012 FIA 
World Rally Championship (WRC) Academy Winner, 
Elfyn Evans, will become part of the Qatar M-Sport 
World Rally Team when he claims this sought-after 
prize for winning the series next month.
 Becoming the sixth driver to adopt the Qatari 
colours, the Welshman will pilot an M-Sport run Ford Fiesta 
in the new WRC 2 category. Taking to the wheel of a Ford 
Fiesta RRC for Rally de Portugal, Evans will then return to 
the series with the company’s latest challenger – the Ford 
Fiesta R5 – when it is released later in the season.
 Evans’ Fiesta will run alongside the Ford Fiesta RS 
WRCs of Mads Østberg, Evgeny Novikov, Nasser Al-Attiyah 
and Thierry Neuville in the Manufacturers’ designated service 
area. Fully integrated within the team, the youngster will 
benefi t from a wealth of advice and experience – not only 
from the team’s specialist engineers and technicians, but 
also from the drivers and management as he develops 
what is set to be a promising career in the FIA World Rally 
Championship.
 Elfyn Evans said: “This is a fantastic opportunity 
for me and I want to say a big thank you to M-Sport and to 
Nasser [Al-Attiyah] for allowing me to develop alongside the 
team. It only goes to show how strong the prize for winning 
the [FIA] WRC Academy [re-branded as the FIA Junior World 
Rally Championship for 2013] is. Nowhere else could a young 
driver hope for such an opportunity and I am really looking 
forward to starting the season and developing my career 
with the team.”
 FIA WRC Manager, Michèle Mouton, said: “Once 
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  M-Sport has 
always worked 
to develop the 
careers of up-
and-coming 
young drivers

“

”

LADDER OF OPPORTUNITY:LADDER OF OPPORTUNITY:  
ELFYN EVANS & WRC 2ELFYN EVANS & WRC 2

again we are seeing how the FIA’s junior series is developing 
young drivers and giving them the opportunity to make that 
step in to the FIA World Rally Championship. We all wish 
Elfyn [Evans] the best of luck with his career.”
 M-Sport Managing Director, Malcolm Wilson OBE, 
said: “M-Sport has always worked to develop the careers of 
up-and-coming young drivers. Elfyn [Evans] is a talented 
driver with a promising career ahead of him and this prize 
will give him the best opportunity to learn from the entire 

team and develop as a world class driver.
 “The scheme also shows Ford and M-Sport’s 
‘Ladder of Opportunity’ at its best. Elfyn started rallying 
with the Ford Fiesta ST when he contested the FordFiesta 
SportTrophy series in 2007 and has grown with the Fiesta R2 
through the [FIA] WRC Academy. He’ll now progress to the 
Ford Fiesta RRC – and eventually the Fiesta R5 – and I am 
sure it won’t be long until we see him challenging for results 
at the highest level.”



A sign all rally fans love to come across...A sign all rally fans love to come across...
Picture: Eva Kovkova exclusively for HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.Picture: Eva Kovkova exclusively for HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.
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