
The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!The world’s only free dedicated rally eMagazine - every week!
Issue 274 • 28 March 2013 • Issue 274 • 28 March 2013 • http://wp.me/pkXchttp://wp.me/pkXc

HandbrakesHandbrakes
HairpinsHairpins&&

http://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com


Telephone +27 11 6708400 

E-mail: info@ats-motorsport.co.za 
 Website: www.ats-motorsport.co.za 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Snell SA2010 & FIA 8858-2010 approved 

HANS post fitted 

Built in hearing protector cups with intercom system 

          Adjustable peak with sun visor 
 

 
Helmet & HANS bag     Peltor FMT120 Rally Intercom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



SOLBERG’S SOLBERG’S 
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In record time former World Rally Champion Petter 
Solberg and his team have built a unique carbon-
fi bre car for Rallycross. The 38-year-old and his crew 
worked round the clock for two weeks to get the car 
ready in time for the fi rst round of the FIA European 
Rallycross Championship in England, even sleeping 
in the workshop some nights. Now there is important 
testing to carry out to prepare the brand-new carbon 
monster for a massive fi ght against some tough rivals.
 Late on Monday, the car fi nally left Petter Solberg 
RX Team headquarters in Torsby, Sweden, for a test venue 
in France just outside Paris. The build of the car took exactly 
two weeks and one day, with the team working for at least 
17 hours each day. Sleep was in short supply, and now there 
is the all-important test in France to get through. 
 “It’s essential to get the car set up exactly the way 
we want it before next weekend’s races,” said Solberg before 
heading off to Paris.
 The chassis and rollcage was made by Ingvar 
Gunnarsson Motorsports in Sweden, while Solberg’s chief 
engineer Simon Levett led the build of the car along with 
Petter Solberg himself. Bespoke parts have come in from all 
over the world, while a number of completely new solutions 
have been devised at home in Torsby. The bodyshell is made 
of carbon fi bre, and lightweight materials have been used 
as much as possible inside the car. Everything is tailor-made 
and specifi cally customised for this Citroën, and this of 
course takes time. 
 “So far it’s been absolutely amazing, with Simon 
Levett and our mechanics driving things forward. I feel so 
lucky to have such a fantastic team around me,” added the 
Norwegian. 
 The team also recruited British engine guru Julian 
Godfrey to build the powerplant, which puts out nearly 600 
horsepower.
 The chosen test venue this week is the Circuit de 
l’Ouest Parisien Rallycross track, west of Paris. Once testing 
is over on Thursday, the Petter Solberg RX Team only has a 
three-hour drive to Calais and the ferry across the English 
Channel. 
 Round One of the FIA European Rallycross 
Championship takes place at Lydden Hill in Wootton, 
between Dover and Canterbury in Kent next Sunday and 
Monday. A new adventure begins, as Solberg has never 
before taken part in the Supercar RX class. He can’t wait to 
begin.
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  So far it’s been absolutely 
amazing. I feel so lucky to 
have such a fantastic team 
around me
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SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



ERC RALLY ISLAS CANARIAS: ERC RALLY ISLAS CANARIAS: 
KOPECKY TAKES VICTORYKOPECKY TAKES VICTORY



Jan Kopecky made it a hat-trick of wins on Rally Islas 
Canarias El Corte Inglés to move into the lead of the 
FIA European Rally Championship (ERC). His success, 
at wheel of his Skoda Fabia S2000, followed Robert 
Kubica’s dramatic retirement from top spot when he 
damaged his Citroën DS3 RRC striking a barrier on Day 
Two’s second stage.
 In the ERC Production Car Cup there was success 
for Andreas Aigner, who powered his Subaru Impreza R4 STI 
to fi rst place ahead of Renault Megane N4 rookie Germain 
Bonnefi s. Gorka Antxustegi took top honours for Suzuki 
in the ERC 2WD Championship with Ekaterina Stratieva 
becoming the fi rst driver to win a round of the new ERC 
Ladies’ Trophy.
 Kubica, who was making his ERC debut, had been 
leading by more than one minute after going fastest on all 
eight stages on Day Two, when he hit trouble on a right-
hand bend approximately fi ve kilometres from the fi nish 
of SS10. His heroic performance, however, earned him the 
prestigious Colin McRae ERC Flat Out Trophy.
 “It’s a great pleasure for me to win this award,” 
said Kubica. “Of course Colin was a great driver and I have 
been supporting him when I was young. Normally winners 
are only at the fi nish, but this trophy gives us a bit of 
satisfaction after this hard end and Colin is always in our 
hearts. Yesterday was a very positive day for us with a lot 
of positive experience. Unfortunately today was a negative 
experience, but it’s part of driving.”
 Of his accident, Kubica explained: “We were in a 
high-speed downhill section. It was quite big braking into 
a third-gear corner. Unfortunately when I hit the brakes I 
lost the rear of the car and I had to reduce the pressure [on 
the brakes] otherwise I would spin and the road was very 
narrow. I tried to do the corner, but I didn’t reduce enough 
speed and I hit the barrier with the rear-left corner. Then 
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with the front we dived into the barrier. It’s a shame but 
unfortunately this can happen.”
 Kopecký, meanwhile, who moves back on top of the 
ERC drivers’ standings by 18 points following his success on 
the opening round in Austria, said: “I have to say it’s good 
for us and Skoda. We didn’t expect rain and that’s why we 
were losing so much on the fi rst day. But the set-up of this 
car for the dry conditions is really perfect. And we had no 
problems. Robert was great but he made a mistake, which 
can happen in rallying.”
 Behind Kopecký and co-driver Pavel Dresler, 
Craig Breen continued his strong start to his career as a 
member of the Peugeot Rally Academy in an impressive 
second place alongside navigator Paul Nagle. But there was 
disappointment for team-mate Jérémi Ancian, who was 
forced to stop when he ran out of spare tyres after suffering 
punctures on successive stages on Day Two.
 Local hero Luis Monzón completed the podium in 

his MINI after he fought back from a puncture on Day One 
in style. Aigner took fourth, Bonnefi s fi nished fi fth with 
Antxustegi completing the top six. Elsewhere, János Puskádi 
scored his fi rst ERC points of 2013 in seventh with Jean-
Mathieu Leandri overcoming a late puncture to claim eighth 
overall in a 207 S2000.
 Robert Consani ensured maximum points for Team 
Renault Sport Technologies in the FIA Production Car Cup 
for Teams in ninth overall despite two punctures slowing his 
progress on the fi nal afternoon. Antonín Tlusťák extended 
GPD Mit Metal Racing Team’s lead of the overall entrants’ 
classifi cation in 10th place after a faulty clutch was changed 
at midday service. Zoltán Bessenyey moves to the top of the 
FIA ERC 2WD Championship standings after beating Suzuki 
privateer Hermann Neubauer to second following a close 
battle.
 The next round of the ERC takes place on 25 - 27 
April for the SATA Rallye Açores.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) J. Kopecký/P. Dresler
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 02h 24m 30.9s
02) C. Breen/P. Nagle 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 01m 52.4s
03) L. Monzón/J. Carlos Deniz 
       MINI John Cooper Works RRC + 03m 18.9s
04) A. Aigner/J. Heigl
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 06m 50.8s
05) G. Bonnefi s/O. Fournier 
       Renault Mégane N4 + 08m 31.0s
06) G. Antxustegi/A. Iglesias 
       Suzuki Swift Sport S1600 + 09m 21.6s
07) J. Puskádi/B. Gódor
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 10m 13.6s
08) J-M. Leandri/R. Jamoul 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 11m 05.8s
09) R. Consani/T. Gorczyca 
       Renault Mégane N4 + 11m 57.7s
10) A. Tlusťák/L. Vyoral 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 14m 05.2s



PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



Reigning South African rally champions Mark Cronje 
and Robin Houghton (Ford Racing Fiesta S2000) lead 
the 2013 S2000 Championship after winning the 
opening round, the TOTAL Rally in KwaZulu-Natal in 
earlier this month, and will be the bookies’ favourites 
to triumph in the Sasol Rally in Mpumalanga on 19 
- 20 April. The event will also be run as the second 
round of the FIA African Rally Championship.
 Cronje/Houghton, who won the opening two rounds 
of last year’s Championship on their way to winning the 
title together for the fi rst time, were in dominant form in 
KwaZulu-Natal, winning 10 of the 13 special stages in their 
Ford S2000, and head to Mpumalanga with a maximum 25 
points.
 Second in the S2000 Championship with 21 points 
are former champions Jan Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil 
Read Ford Fiesta S2000), who won two special stages in 
the opening round on their way to second place and were 
the only crew to put the reigning Champions under any 
pressure.
 An impressive third in KwaZulu-Natal with 19 points 
are Jean-Pierre Damseaux and new co-driver Hilton Auffray 
(Team TOTAL Toyota Auris S2000), who are also contesting 
the S2000 Challenge for older specifi cation four-wheel drive 
cars.
 Castrol Team Toyota’s Leeroy Poulter and Elvéne 
Coetzee scored a valuable 17 points for fourth place in the 
debut appearance of the all-new Toyota Yaris S2000. Toyota 
Motorsport’s latest championship contender showed promise 
with both Poulter and team-mate Johnny Gemmell showing 
good pace in the two cars. Gemmell won a stage on the Day 
Two after retiring from Day One when the power steering 
fl uid caught alight and caused a small fi re. He and co-driver 
Carolyn Swan eventually fi nished tenth with six points.
 Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (Volkswagen Sasolracing 
Polo S2000), who won the inaugural S2000 Challenge 
last year, are fi fth in S2000 with 16 points and second in 
the S2000 Challenge after their good performance in the 
opening round. Sixth in S2000 with 15 points in an Imperial 
Toyota Auris S2000 prepared by Toyota Motorsport are Giniel 
de Villiers and new co-driver Greg Godrich, who will be 
contesting the Sasol Rally in a third new Toyota Yaris S2000.
 Namibian Wilro Dippenaar and Kes Naidoo are 
campaigning an ex-Toyota Motorsport Auris in the S2000 
Challenge backed by McCarthy Toyota and PZN Panelbeaters, 
and are seventh in S2000 with 14 points and third in the 
S2000 Challenge. Japie van Niekerk/Gerhard Snyman 
(New Africa Developments Volkswagen Polo S2000) are 
eighth with nine points, ahead of Mohammed Moosa/Andre 
Vermeulen (6,5 points), who survived putting their Team 
TOTAL Toyota Auris on its roof to fi nish the Total Rally. They 
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are fourth in the S2000 Challenge.
 Incidents and technical problems saw several of the 
top-rated S2000 crews fi nish out of the top 10 in KwaZulu-
Natal and they will all be keen to make amends in the Sasol 
Rally and boost their championship standings.  
 All three of Volkswagen’s Sasolracing-backed 
Polo S2000s ran into problems. Former champions Hergen 
Fekken/Pierre Arries (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo S2000) 
competed in Super Rally on the second day of the TOTAL 
Rally after they went off the road on Day One’s fi rst stage 
and were unable to continue. They fi nished 12th in S2000 
behind the GC Diesel Volkswagen Polo S2000 of Morne 
Janse van Rensburg/Rikus Fourie and have 5 points to the 
Volkswagen duo’s 5,5 points. Teenager Henk Lategan and 
Barry White impressed in their debut in the Volkswagen 
Sasolracing Polo, fi nishing third on Friday.  But contact 
with a concrete tunnel wall and a brief grass fi re saw them 
fi nish 13th in S2000 under Super Rally rules and they have 

four points. Former champions Enzo Kuun/Guy Hodgson 
(Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo S2000) failed to score any 
points after spectacularly crashing out of the TOTAL Rally on 
the fi rst day. They were lucky to escape with concussion and 
bruises and Volkswagen Motorsport has had to build them a 
new car for the Sasol Rally.
 The S1600 Class Championship for two-wheel 
drive cars drew a healthy 14 entries for the TOTAL Rally 
and promises to be as closely contested as it was last year.  
Surprise leaders with 25 points are Namibian Thilo Himmel/
Armand du Toit, who gave the brand new Toyota Etios R2 a 
dream national rally championship debut in KwaZulu-Natal.
 Second are Guy Botterill/Simon Vacy-Lyle (Yato 
Tools Toyota RunX) with 21 points. Ashley Haigh-Smith/ 
Craig Parry (Castrol Ford Fiesta R2) are third with 19 points, 
ahead of Craig Trott and new co-driver Janine Lourens (Team 
TOTAL Toyota RunX) with 17 points. Matthew Vacy-Lyle/
Schalk van Heerden (Fragram Tools Toyota RunX S1600) are 

fi fth with 16 points, followed by Megan and brother Oliver 
Verlaque (Volkswagen Polo R2) 15 points, former circuit 
racer and rally rookie Chad van Beurden and Henry Dearlove 
(Beurden Construction Volkswagen Polo R2) 14 points, and 
16-year-old rally rookie Richard Leeke Jnr and Pierre Jordaan 
(ATS Ford Fiesta R2) 6,5 points. Making up the top ten are 
Danie and wife Debbie van der Westhuizen (SA Earthworks 
Ford Fiesta R2) with six points and Chris Coertze/Robbie 
Coetzee (Electro Thread Toyota Etios R2) with 5,5 points.
 Toyota leads the manufacturers’ championship 
with 97 points, ahead of Ford (77,5 points) and Volkswagen 
(55,5).
 The Sasol Rally, round two of the 2013 SA National 
Rally Championship, takes place in Mpumalanga on 19 - 20 
April.  It will consist of 19 special stages, four of which will 
be on tar and 15 on gravel roads in the Sabie, White River 
and Nelspruit areas. H&H



International Motor Sports - organiser of Wales 
Rally GB - is delighted to announce an exciting new 
partnership with the MSA British Rally Championship. 
The far-reaching collaboration between the UK’s round 
of the globe-trotting FIA World Rally Championship 
(WRC) and this country’s premier national rally 
championship will form an integral part of IMS’s latest 
the ‘Road to Wales’ initiative - a targeted activity 
promoting Wales Rally GB including special displays 
at major events such as the renowned Cholmondeley 
Pageant of Power (14 - 16 June) and Castle Combe’s 
popular Rallyday (21 September).
 As well as providing a raft of mutually benefi cial 
marketing and publicity benefi ts, the partnership with the 
MSA British Rally Championship will offer no fewer than six 
front-runners with free entries into Wales Rally GB (14 - 17 
November).
 The top three fi nishers in the overall BRC 
Championship as well as Class winners in both British Junior 
and RallyTwo Rally categories will all be offered free entries 
into the concluding round of the 2013 WRC. Additionally 
the winner of the NGK Spark Plugs BRC Challenge will 
be awarded a free entry into the National Rally that runs 
alongside the WRC event in the legendary Welsh Forests. 
These free entries will be transferable to the next highest 
fi nishers should the winning crews not be able to attend 
Wales Rally GB.
 “It’s every rally driver’s dream to compete on the 
world championship stage and we are thrilled to be helping 
the top performers from the BRC to make that step up 
into the big time,” explained Andrew Coe, Chief Executive 
of IMS. “While there are, of course, other signifi cant costs 
involved, hopefully the provision of these free entries will 
be a big incentive as we’d like to see all the front-runners 
from our top national championship furthering their careers 
by competing in what’s the sport’s biggest event in this 
country. After all that’s how future champions such as Colin 
McRae and Richard Burns earned their spurs and came to 
prominence.”
 Coe is keen to emphasise that the provision of free 
entries into Wales Rally GB is just one aspect of a wide-
ranging new affi liation between IMS and the BRC.
 “By working together we can really make a 
difference in promoting rallying within the UK,” continued 
Coe. “The exciting partnership includes a comprehensive 
programme of joint advertising, database, social media and 
other marketing schemes that will benefi t all involved in 
the sport as well as forming a key component in our overall 
‘Road to Wales’ campaign.”
 Mark Taylor, Managing Director of the MSA British 
Rally Championship, also welcomed the new partnership. He 
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said: “I want to commend the Wales Rally GB team; they are 
determined to make the 2013 event a real success and we 
are resolute in our support of the Road to Wales campaign. 
The WRGB roadshow will be attending some of the BRC 
events taking the opportunity to talk to marshals, offi cials as 
well as competitors and fans”.
 “Let’s not kid ourselves, the winning drivers will 
still need to fi nd some more budget to enter Wales Rally GB, 

but thanks to Pirelli and Citroën who have kindly assisted in 
support with cash prizes and tyres, the additional costs are 
much less than what they would normally be.
 “The Road to Wales leads to an end of season 
fi nale, an aspirational pinnacle for our champion drivers 
and co-drivers. I hope the rally community gets behind the 
scheme - let’s showcase and celebrate the very best of our 
home grown talent to the rest of the world.” H&H
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