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E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES &
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share
this with a friend please send your e-mail address
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES &
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION
All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES &
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole
or in part without written permission from the editor.
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure
the accuracy of information from sources and given to
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.

Editor Evan Rothman
Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa
Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the
other.

Photojournalist Eva Kovkova
Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja,
Russia
Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo
hunts for flying cars and smiling faces. Also is
known as a press ice bear working for South
Africa :)

OPENING SHOT
Petter Solberg took to his first RallycrossRX event in Lydden Hill,
UK, this past weekend, and he reached the semi-finals in his
Citroën DS3 supercar. Unfortunately, mechanical problems meant
he was unable to move into the finals. Watch him in this series!
Picture: Petter Solberg RX Team
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START RAMP

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Volkswagen Motorsport
Volkswagen rally driver Sébastien Ogier has been
forced to withdraw from the legendary “Fafe Rally
Sprint” on Saturday on medical grounds. The
Frenchman had intended participating in the show
event held near Porto with co-driver Julien Ingrassia
in preparation for Portugal’s round of the FIA World
Rally Championship (11 – 14 April).
“Unfortunately I have been laid low by an influenza
infection, leading my doctor to insist that I withdraw,”
regrets Ogier. “I would really have liked to participate
in this unique event, but my World Rally Championship
commitments must take precedence. I hope the fans
understand that.”
However, one Volkswagen Polo R WRC will take
the start in Fafe, driven by Andreas Mikkelsen (N) and his
co-driver Mikko Markkula (FIN). The Nordic duo will give it
their all in front of the 100 000 spectators who are expected
to pack the 6,34 kilometre course on 06 April, as the crew
targets not only victory, but also the world record on one of
the most spectacular jumps in rallying. Currently the record
stands at 73,5 metres, set by Armin Schwarz in a Škoda
Octavia WRC in 2000.
After the event the Volkswagen team heads for the
Rally Portugal, which starts with qualifying on 11 April and
ends with a podium ceremony in the Algarve Stadium near
Faro on 14 April. H&H

FLU AT FAFE:
OGIER WITHDRAWS FROM
LEGENDARY RALLYSPRINT

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Jakob Ebrey/Pirelli/BRC
Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire Car Club
Ltd, organisers of the Rally North Wales which was
scheduled to run this coming weekend on Saturday
6th and Sunday 7th April, have, after careful
consideration, taken the decision to postpone the
Welshpool-based event.
Event Manager Kevin Witton explains the reason
for the postponement: “Since Wednesday (March 27th)
of last week we have been closely monitoring the adverse
weather conditions within and surrounding the Dyfi, Dyfnant
and Gartheiniog forests which were to provide the Rally
with its competitive sections. Today (Monday 1st April) we
made a more detailed survey of the gravel roads to be used
as Special Stages and found them all to be covered with
significant patches of hard ice.
“Given the depth of the ice, especially on the
exposed North-facing roads and under the trees, and the
long-range weather forecast, it is unlikely to thaw before
the event is due to start. The three of the four Clerks of the
Course, who are responsible for the safe running of the rally
and who drove through the stages unanimously decided that
for the safety of Competitors, Marshals, Rescue and Recovery
crews and Spectators the event should be postponed.
“This was not an easy decision to make, but based
on what we experienced first-hand, it’s the right one. We
will now begin discussions with the Championship organisers
in an effort to find an alternative date for our event, which
should have been the opening round of this year’s BRC.”
Approaching 140 entries had been received for the
Rally and the organising team will be working into Monday
night to advise every one of the situation.
BRC Manager Mark Taylor commented: “It is a
crying shame, I think we have all seen far too much snow
this winter. I feel for the organising team who have spend
the last six to eight months preparing for this coming
weekend, to have to make such a difficult but correct
decision on safety grounds is a real blow for them and the
many competitors looking forward to kick starting their
season.
“We will be consulting with the event, our
competitors, agencies, the MSA and the other championships
over the coming weeks in the hope of finding a mutually
acceptable solution,” said Taylor. “When we are in a position
to communicate further news, we will do so.” H&H

BRC 2013: ADVERSE WEATHER FORCES
POSTPONEMENT OF ROUND ONE IN WALES
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SERVICE PARK

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Supplied
Since 2006, the Richard Burns Foundation has acted
as the charity partner to the Goodwood Festival of
Speed and the Goodwood Revival, providing the
volunteer staffing, logistics and treasury to manage
the donations from two of the most august events
on the international motorsport calendar. Each year,
thanks to the generosity of spectators attending these
two events, Goodwood is able to contribute an average
of GBP £30,000 to two or more nominated charities.
In consideration for the work the Richard Burns
Foundation undertakes as an official fund raising partner, the
Foundation is itself from time to time a nominated recipient
of these valuable funds, and on the occasion of the 2013
Goodwood press day, it was confirmed that donations raised
at the 2013 Goodwood Revival would be allocated to the
Richard Burns Foundation.
For the eighth successive year, RBF volunteers will
once again be in evidence at the Festival of Speed on 12 - 14
July, assisting with the collections and fund-raising for the
Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance, and later in the season,
the volunteers will also be present at the Revival.
The generosity of Goodwood and its patrons will
provide a significant boost to the Richard Burns Foundation’s
plans to acquire and operate the charity’s first Brain Bus
in association with the Brain and Spine Foundation. The
Brain Bus is a solution to address in part the chronic
under-provision of neurological services within the United
Kingdom’s National Health Services (NHS). Only four percent
of the 760 acute hospitals in the NHS have a neurological
department, while the array and incidence of neuro illness
and injury continues to grow alarmingly – from Spina Bifida
and Cerebral Palsy in early life to Dementia and Alzheimers
in old age.
The RBF Brain Bus, operated in tandem with the
Brain & Spine Foundation, will provide a travelling resource
of specialist medical practitioners to support patients
suffering from neurological illness and injury in Richard’s
memory.
Richard’s former partner, Zoe Scott said: “The
Richard Burns Foundation’s long-standing association
with Goodwood has been built around mutual assistance.
The Festival and the Revival provide us with incredible
events to maintain our prominence and to report on the
good work that the Foundation is doing, and our army of
wonderful volunteers ensure that the not-inconsiderable
logistics of managing charitable collections at two sizeable
events are managed with minimum fuss each year. We are
extraordinarily grateful to be nominated as a charitable
beneficiary for this year’s Revival and welcome the valuable
contribution this will make to our Brain Bus campaign.” H&H

RBF AT GOODWOOD:
REVIVAL’S BENEFICIARY

PEUGEOT AND LOEB:
PREPPING FOR PIKES PEAK

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Newspress
In keeping with its combative nature, Peugeot has
decided to contest the 2013 Pikes Peak Hill Climb
(in Colorado, USA, on 30 June) which continues
to stand out as one of motorsport’s most exacting,
internationally-reputed motorsport competitions.
Peugeot’s bid to win the unique, Colorado Springsbased event with the Peugeot 208 T16 Pikes Peak has led
to it joining forces with such key partners as Total, Red Bull,
Michelin and Sébastien Loeb.
Peugeot’s participation in this event, which has
previously seen the French brand triumph with the legendary
205 T16 and 405 T16 Pikes Peak, is a natural extension of
its international offensive which is itself illustrated by the
globalisation of its sales and the success enjoyed by the new
208.
It was exactly 100 years ago that Peugeot notched
up its first racing victory, at Indianapolis, the first of a very
long list of successes in motorsport. Its previous Pikes
Peak Hill Climb triumphs not only marked the world of
international motorsport but have become an integral part of
Peugeot’s DNA. Ari Vatanen’s unforgettable record-breaking
victory on the 1988 event in the 405 T16 is documented by
the celebrated film, ‘Climb Dance’. Peugeot won the famous
hill climb a second time in 1989, this time with the USA’s
Robby Unser behind the wheel.
The Pikes Peak Hill Climb’s unique course was finally
entirely asphalted last year and comprises 156 turns over
a distance of 20km that take competitors from an altitude
of 2,800 metres to 4,300 metres at its highest point. The
event is famous, too, as the USA’s second-oldest motorsport
competition after Indianapolis and, over the decades, it has
earned a reputation as a notoriously difficult and complex
challenge.
The Peugeot 208 T16 Pikes Peak has been entered
in the premier ‘Unlimited’ Class and has been given the start
number ‘208’. Its sole objective is victory!
To maximise its chances of winning the Pikes Peak
Hill Climb with the 208 T16 Pikes Peak, Peugeot has enlisted
the support of the very best partners for this exceptional
project, namely Total, Red Bull, Michelin and Sébastien
Loeb. The nine-time WRC star was able to accept Peugeot’s
proposal thanks to Citroën which has authorised its star
driver to contest the American event for the first time in his
career.
As all the different players prepare for the
challenge, all that remains is for the car that will be used for
the ascension – the 208 T16 Pikes Peak – to be unveiled,
and its strengths and secrets are scheduled to be revealed in
the middle of April.
Click here to watch the famous “Climb Dance” film
with Ari Vatanen: http://bit.ly/ZzSOqn. H&H
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PARC FERME

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Aaron Kathman
Reigning North American and Canadian Rally
Champions driver Antoine L’Estage and his co-driver
Nathalie Richard will contest the remaining events of
the Rally America series at the wheel of a WRC-spec
Mitsubishi Lancer. In this, the premier American rally
championship, it will be the first time a Canadian
competes in a modern day World Rally Car that has
already contested the World Rally Championship and
it is also the first time the British MML Sports team
will bring their WRC car to compete in North America.
After having contested the first two rounds of the
2013 season, including a victory at Michigan’s SnoDrift Rally
in their Mitsubishi Evo X, Antoine L’Estage and Nathalie
Richard will finish off the remaining five Rally America
rounds with the WRC Lancer. “This is big news! To take part
in rallies at the wheel of a car that has been in the World
Rally Championship (WRC) is fantastic and I’m really looking
forward to more great battles with Ken Block and David
Higgins,” explains Antoine, who clarifies: “Our hard work
has come to fruition in the form of an agreement with MML
Sports of the UK, with whom we already tested the car last
November in the Czech Republic. All of our sponsors play
a big role in this as well and we are thrilled to have our
partners on board.”
The first event that the L’Estage/Richard duo will
take part in with the WRC Mitsubishi Lancer will be on the
first weekend of May for the Oregon Trail Rally, Round Three
of the Rally America series. An important test session will
precede the rally, enabling Antoine to familiarize himself
with the car. “Up until now, I’ve only done a few kilometers
with this car, without really pushing it to its maximum
capabilities. We’re in the hunt for this year’s RA title so it’s
essential to get more comfortable with the vehicle before the
start of Oregon Trail,” said Antoine, who, with Nathalie, sits
in second place on the championship leader board. The team
will also continue the fight to make 2013 its sixth Canadian
Rally Championship title, which will be contested in the
Rockstar Energy Drink Lancer EVO X as originally planned at
the beginning of the season. H&H

CANADIAN CHAMPS:
RALLY AMERICA IN A WRC

LAPS FOR LOEB:
WRC CHAMP WINS
Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Newspress
Nine-times World Rally Champion (WRC) Sebastien
Loeb kicked off his 2013 European GT season in
fantastic fashion, driving his McLaren GT to victory at
Circuit Nogaro this past weekend.
The Sebastien Loeb Racing team entered two
McLaren MP4-12C GT3 machines for racing, and Loeb was
partnered with McLaren GT fcatory driver Alvaro Parente in
one car.
Loeb claimed victory in the 2013-specification GT3
car’s European debut, and the WRC star was setting the
pace in his Class all weekend long.
The second race saw Loeb start from pole position, and
maintain a lead up until the pit window opened for the
mandatory pitstop and driver change. However, during the
second half of the hour-long race, both Sebastien Loeb
Racing 12C GT3s were hit with driver penalties to drop them
back before finishing 11th and 12th respectively.
Commenting on the weekend, and the team’s
victory, Loeb said: “This was a really good event for us,
and I am really pleased that we came away with the win on
Saturday. We made a few small mistakes over the weekend,
which affected the final result in the second race but,
overall, I am happy with the performance of the team, and
with how I drove.
“Over the course of the weekend the 12C GT3 felt
great, especially in the dry conditions. There are some areas
of set up where I feel we can find some more pace, and we
need to work on optimising the balance in the wet, but I
really enjoyed the event, and we showed good pace.”
The results, in one of the most competitive GT
series, build on last week’s winning result in Asia, and see
Sébastien Loeb Racing joint second in the standings in the
Pro Championship. H&H

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Supplied
United Business has announced Molly Taylor’s
programme for the 2013 sports season. As per the
“rumours” of the past weeks, the strong Australian
lady driver co-driven by Englishman Seb Marshall will
compete in the European Rally Championship (ERC).
Over the past weeks, Pier Liberali, General Manager
of United Business, the company which is in charge of Molly
Taylor’s sports management since last year, was speaking
of a possible international programme. Now the news is
confirmed and Molly will effectively begin her adventure in
the European Championship driving the Citroen DS3 R3T in
two weeks in the 48th Sata Rallye Acores on 25 - 27 April.
She will then start in another seven European events and
will also be present in the World Rally Championship (WRC),
where she will take part in the Rally d’Australia in the WRC 3
class. As expected, the car for the European Championship
events will be supplied by BP Racing, the team which
provided the car for the 2012 season to everybody’s
satisfaction.
“In recent months we thoroughly analyzed all the
opportunities before focusing on this programme,” said
Pier Liberali of United Business. “Molly’s determination was
fundamental, and we are proud, as was the case in 2012,
to have on the car’s livery the brands of the FIA Women in
Motorsport Commission (WMC) and of the Australian Motor
Sport Foundation (AMSF). 2013 is another step forward
in Molly’s sports career, it will be a very important season
for her, despite being young (only 25 years old) she has
experience, technique, determination and is very fast, in my
opinion she is one of the fastest lady drivers in the world.
Competing in the European Championship was a logical
choice, although already very popular, by taking part in the
2013 FIA ERC she will further increase her international
visibility.”
“I am very excited to take part in the European
Championship,” says Molly Taylor. “Being in Sata Rallye
Acores will be a very good experience for me, as well as
having the opportunity to compete in the other European
Championship. It will be a very interesting challenge, I only
know one event, Ypres, having done it last year, but the
other races will all be new for me and in places where I have
never competed. I am raring to go, with United Business and
BP Racing our priority is to be consistently fast in every race
which we will take part in and to try, why not, to win the
“FIA ERC Ladies’ Trophy.”
With the pre-event test before Sata Rallye Acores,
the Australian driver will resume confidence with the Citroen
DS3 R3 which she has already driven last year. This test will
serve to better prepare the crew for the race which will start
on Thursday 25 April at 14h30 from the charming Gonçalo
H&H
Velho square in Ponta Delgada (San Miguel Island).

MOLLY TAYLOR:
TO TAKE ON EUROPE

CLOSING SHOT
All eyes are on the Ford Fiesta S2000 of Mark Cronje and Robin
Houghton in the 2013 South African Rally Championship, as they
defend their titles against the fast and fierce rivals on remaining
seven rounds of the 2013 season.
Picture: Eva Kovkova exclusively for HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS.

