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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Mikko Hirvonen. Citroën DS3 WRC. Rally de Portugal. It was all Mikko Hirvonen. Citroën DS3 WRC. Rally de Portugal. It was all 
about playing catchup in the dust. Will Citroën’s number one climb about playing catchup in the dust. Will Citroën’s number one climb 
onto the top step of the podium in 2013?onto the top step of the podium in 2013?
Picture: Eva Kovkova.Picture: Eva Kovkova.

OPENING OPENING SHOTSHOT



CONTENTS

START RAMP
07  Wales Rally GB moves to the North

PARC FERME
15  Erika Detota on THAT rally jump

17  Tribute to ‘Possum’ Bourne

SERVICE PARK
09  ERC Rally Azores review

12  Rally America Oregon Trail Rally preview

13  WRC Rally Argentina preview



START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



The 2013 Wales Rally GB (14 - 17 November) 
will feature a new home in North Wales and an 
exciting new competitive route – both reinforcing 
the legendary event’s position as one of the most 
challenging and attractive on the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC) calendar.
 This comprehensive revitalisation comes after the 
announcement of an extended partnership with the Welsh 
Government and as a result of wide-scale consultation with 
manufacturers, teams, competitors and spectators. Having 
been based in South Wales since 2000, the WRC event 
now moves to North Wales. Highlighting the automotive 
industry’s importance to the Welsh economy, the rally’s 
Headquarters and central Service Park will be located on a 
new site being prepared alongside the Toyota Engine Plant 
on Deeside in Flintshire. The event’s ceremonial start will be 
hosted in Conwy on the Thursday evening with the fi nishing 
line celebrations in neighbouring Llandudno on Sunday 
afternoon.
 Four days of competitive action will feature a more 
compact route with the majority of the timed Special Stages 
set in the classic Welsh forests. Adding to the overall appeal 
both night and family-friendly spectator stages are being 
reintroduced into the itinerary and fans will be offered a 
wider range of tickets at signifi cantly lower prices than 
before.
 “We have listened to what the teams and fans want 
in our determined efforts to create what we are confi dent 
will be not only one of the best rounds in the WRC but also 
a fi tting fi nale to the entire 2013 world championship,” 
explained Andrew Coe, Chief Executive of rally organiser 
International Motor Sports. “South Wales has provided 
us with a fantastic home for Wales Rally GB since 2000, 
but the move to North Wales has a number of signifi cant 
advantages. Most importantly, perhaps, we are closer to 
the sport’s traditional heartlands, some iconic rally forests, 
as well as being within a short drive of some of the larger 
conurbations in the UK such as Liverpool, Manchester and 
the Midlands. Taking those factors into account, as well as 
our new ticket pricing policy which is designed to cater for 
both hardcore rally fans and a wider family audience, we are 
confi dent that the 2013 Wales Rally GB will be a highlight on 
the motor sport calendar.”
 For the latest updates, follow Wales Rally GB on 
Twitter @walesrallygb, on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/walesrallygb or visit the website 
http://www.walesrallygb.com.
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BIGGER AND BETTER BIGGER AND BETTER 

UP NORTH IN 2013UP NORTH IN 2013
H&H



SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



ERC RALLY AZORES: ERC RALLY AZORES: 
KOPECKY STRIKES AGAINKOPECKY STRIKES AGAIN



Jan Kopecky continued his impressive start to the FIA 
European Rally Championship (ERC) season by making 
it three wins out of four with his fi rst gravel victory on 
SATA Rallye Azores this past weekend.
 Driving a Michelin-shod Skoda Motorsport Fabia 
S2000 alongside navigator Pavel Dresler, Kopecky made 
sure of his latest success by completing the event-closing 
Tronqueira stage with his seventh-fastest stage time.
 The result means that Kopecky increases his lead 
of the ERC standings to 27 points heading to Round Five in 
Corsica next month and lays to rest the painful memories of 
2010 when he crashed out of top spot fi ve kilometres from 
the fi nish of the same Tronqueira stage.
 Craig Breen extended his run of podiums to three 
events with a fi ne second place in a Peugeot Rally Academy 
207 S2000 as local hero Ricardo Moura bagged the fi nal 
podium place on his debut in a Fabia S2000 after a close 
scrap with fellow Portuguese Bruno Magalhães and Bernardo 
Sousa. Moura’s performance earned him the coveted Colin 
McRae ERC Flat Out Trophy.
 In the ERC Production Car Cup there was a debut 
triumph for Alessandro Bruschetta in a Napoca Rally 
Academy Subaru Impreza R4 STI. Hannes Danzinger was 
on course for victory in the ERC 2WD Championship, but an 
‘off’ three stages from home left his Renault Clio R3 with 
damaged suspension. Diogo Gago inherited the class lead 
only to stop two kilometres from the fi nish of Tronqueira, 
which left Zoltán Bessenyey to take the spoils for Eurosol-
Honda Civic Type R.
 “I’m very happy because my last gravel rally was 
two years ago and this is my fi rst win on gravel so thanks to 
Skoda and to everyone in the team for doing a great job,” 
said Kopecky. “I was not thinking about the corner where 
I crashed, but when I passed that corner I said ‘okay, it’s 
over’ and then we went wide on the next corner so I thought 
it was better not to think about these things again. It’s been 
a good start to the season and now we need to prepare for 
Corsica.”
 While maintaining that Kopecky no longer needed 
to push from the midday service in Ponta Delgada on the 
fi nal day, Kopecky won the event’s closing three stages for a 
winning margin of 32.2sec.
 Formula One race winner Robert Kubica had led 
after seven stages, but dropped out of contention in thick 
fog on SS8 on Friday. His efforts to make up lost ground 
suffered a major setback when he rolled on SS11, which 
infl icted substantial damage to his Citroën DS3 RRC in the 
process. Following repairs, the Pole increased his tally of 
event stage wins to seven as he secured sixth overall behind 
fourth-placed Magalhães, who slipped back with set-up 
issues, and fellow Peugeot driver Jérémi Ancian. Like team-
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mate Breen, Frenchman Ancian impressed on his fi rst visit to 
the spectacular Açores archipelago.
 There was early disappointment for Bernardo Sousa 
and Jean-Michel Raoux, who both went off the road on the 
fog-hit fi rst stage of the day. Jan Cerny made it through 
that test only to retire a handful of corners into Tronqueira 
when he hit an earth bank. Mark Wallenwein’s Fabia required 
extensive repair before the action began on Saturday 
following his roll on Friday. The German champion was 
heartened when members of two other teams helped to fi x 
the damage. He fi nished 13th.
 Behind Alessandro Bruschetta and Luis Rego, who 
was slowed in the closing stages by a turbo fault, Antonín 
Tlusťák top scored for the GPD Mit Metal Racing Team in the 
FIA European Rally Championship for Teams with his fi rst 
top ten of 2013. Marco Tempestini landed his fi rst outright 
drivers’ points in tenth for the Napoca Rally Academy, 

which now heads the ERC Production Car Cup for Teams’ 
classifi cation outright having been tied with Team Renault 
Sport Technologies. Tempestini had trailed Janós Puskádi 
starting the fi nal stage but outgunned the Hungarian by 
5.2sec.
 Ekaterina Stratieva was on course for her second 
victory in the ERC Ladies’ Trophy when she retired with one 
stage remaining. Molly Taylor stopped avoiding a stranded 
car on SS8.
 The next round of the ERC wil be the Giru di 
Corsica-Tour de Corse on 16 - 18 May. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) J. Kopecky/P. Dresler 
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 02h 24m 30.9s
02) C. Breen/P. Nagle 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 32.2s
03) R. Moura/S. Eiró
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 58.8s
04) B. Magalhães/N. Rodrigues da Silva 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 02m 37.6s
05) J. Ancian/G. de Turckheim 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 27.4s
06) R. Kubica/M. Baran 
       Citroën DS3 RRC + 09m 19.1s
07) A. Bruschetta/J. Bardini 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 14m 57.4s
08) L. Miguel Rego/J. Pedro Silva 
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX + 16m 36.0s
09) A. Tlusťák/L. Vyoral
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 17m 42.1s
10) M. Tempestini/D. Pulpea 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 18m 10.6s



After two wintery Rally America National 
Championship rounds, 70 national and regional rally 
teams - the largest entry list this year - are ready for 
warmer temperatures and the fast sweeping stage 
roads of the Oregon Trail Rally, the third round of the 
Championship this weekend in Portland, Oregon.
 The Championship has already seen early overall 
standings lead changes and the emergence of new Super 
Production and Two-Wheel Drive category leaders at the fi rst 
two events. Now the Oregon Trail Rally will play a pivotal 
role as teams attempt to solidify their positions or close the 
gap to the current points leaders.
 Defending Rally America Champions, Subaru Rally 
Team USA’s David Higgins/Craig Drew, are back in familiar 
territory leading the National standings following their 
second round Rally in the 100 Acre Wood win in February. 
The Oregon Trail Rally comes at a good time for Higgins/
Drew who have won Oregon by at least three minutes the 
last few years giving them a psychological edge over their 
opponents.
 Right behind Higgins are Canadians Antoine 
L’Estage/Nathalie Richard from the Rockstar Energy Drink 
Rally Team. L’Estage/Richard began the season with a strong 
Sno*Drift Rally win, but lost the lead by not fi nishing the 
second round. The team is currently in the best position to 
retake the points lead if Higgins does not perform well at 
the Oregon Trail Rally. The Rockstar duo has never won the 
Oregon event and would love a win here to add even more 
pressure on the Subaru team.
 Notably an all-out-attack is expected from 
Gymkhana viral video star and Hoonigan Racing’s Ken Block 
as he seeks to re-establish his Rally America title hopes. 
Block is a constant pressure to the other top contenders 
with his longtime co-driver, Alex Gelsomino, but the team 
experienced mechanical failures at the fi rst events of the 
season that knocked them backwards in the standings. A 
good Oregon Trail Rally result will ensure that Block reinserts 
his name at the top.
 In an unexpected move, Super Production (SP) 
Class leader Evan Cline is continuing his dream season 
at the Oregon Trail Rally. Cline was last year’s SP Class 
runners up and was not expected to return to Rally America 
competition. However, Cline made an appearance at 
January’s Sno*Drift Rally and took fi rst in Super Production. 
He followed up his fi rst SP podium with a second place 
SP fi nish at the Rally in the 100 Acre Wood and now fi nds 
himself leading the SP standings by 14 points over Mason 
Moyle.
 However, the 2013 Oregon Trail Rally SP Class fi eld 
has been made deeper with a number of Pacifi c Northwest 
teams entering the fray who have had success in the SP 
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RALLY AMERICA: RALLY AMERICA: 
BIG FIGHT IN OREGONBIG FIGHT IN OREGON

national ranks. Byron Garth has placed well in his local 
events and nearly made the podium at the 2012 Olympus 
Rally, and David Henderson has taken second place in class 
at last year’s Oregon event.
 The Oregon Trail Rally comes at the right time for 
Scion Racing Rally xD’s Andrew Comrie-Picard who leads the 
Two-Wheel Drive (2WD) national category. Comrie-Picard 
took Scion to their fi rst podium fi nish at Oregon in 2011 
and another Oregon win will add a points cushion over Ford 
Fiesta R2 driver and 2012 Rally America Rookie of the year, 
Edward McNelly.
 McNelly is a Tim O’Neil Rally School trained driver 
who has quietly fi nished on the podium each time this year. 
Any slip-up from Comrie-Picard and McNelly can easily move 
into the 2WD top spot.
 In the B-Spec Championship Honda Performance 

Development’s James Robinson currently leads in points over 
rookie Edward Stiefvater. A victory at Oregon will extend 
Robinson’s win streak to three consecutive events and can 
position the longtime rally driver comfortably in the B-Spec 
standings near the season’s midpoint.
 The Oregon Trail Rally is Rally America’s only three-
day event and will begin with a lunch-hour driver meet-
and-greet at the Pioneer Courthouse Square in downtown 
Portland on Thursday 2 May 11h00.
 The fi rst competition day takes place on the tarmac 
and gravel roads of Portland International Raceway. It is 
the most spectator-friendly evening of racing with multiple 
viewing locations amidst a festival atmosphere. Spectator 
viewing areas, directions and schedule will be available via 
an online spectator guide soon. Be sure to check 
http://www.oregontrailrally.com for more information.



Another of the FIA World Rally Championship 
mainstay events, the Rally Argentina, takes place 
this weekend in and around the country’s city of 
Cordoba. As with last month’s Rally Mexico and Rally 
de Portugal, Rally Argentina is a fantastically popular 
event drawing hundreds of thousands of spectators to 
its stages.
 As an event it fi rst appeared on the WRC calendar 
in 1980 and was the toughest event that year. It has 
remained as demanding as that fi rst appearance, with this 
year’s route expected to be the most challenging to date for 
man and machine alike.
 With its base in Villa Carlos Paz, north of the 
capital city Buenos Aires, the town lies on the banks of 
the spectacular San Roque Lake in the south of the Punilla 
Valley close to the city of Cordoba. What makes this event 
so very popular with crews and spectators alike is the 
number of jumps, water splashes and the stark landscapes 
through which the multi-million Euro rally cars pass. The 
high altitude stages, the highest on the WRC calendar, pose 
its own strict and demanding limitations on cars and crews, 
with a power loss of 14 - 22 percent recorded for engines in 
2012.
 There stages are fl owing in Argentina, but they are 
more technical in nature and littered with rocks and the soft 
sand reknowned for that part fo the world. Punctures play 
a small part in this rally, but could 2013 be the year that 
catches the rally leader unawares? Ruts and loose rocks 
play havoc with suspension arms and tyres too... It is a 
demanding event for the battle machines!
 Who will top the timesheets? The Citroën Total 
Abu Dhabi World Rally Team sees Sebastien Loeb and 
Daniel Elena return to the fold, with the sole aim of toppling 
French rivals Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (Volkswagen 
Motorsport). It will undoubtedly be a hammer-and-tongs 
fi ght between these two crews, but Mads Ostberg/Jonas 
Andersson (Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team) and Mikko 
Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen (Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World 
Rally Team) will also be looking to claim their fi rst wins 
of the 2013 season... Jari-Matti Latvala/Miika Anttila 
(Volkswagen Motorsport) has much to prove to his German 
bosses, and this event may very well see him fi nish on the 
podium.
 With any of these fi ve crews in with a possibility 
of winning Rally Argentina, every kilometre will need to be 
completed with precision to draw out an advantage over 
their rivals. It will be a closely-fought rally, and one that will 
have a telling outcome on the remainder of the season.
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PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



ERIKA DETOTA:ERIKA DETOTA:  
BIG AIR IN EMPIRE STATEBIG AIR IN EMPIRE STATE



The newly-unveiled Ruge’s Subaru rally car driven by 
Erika Detota and Mary Warren fi nished on the podium 
at the country’s only all-tarmac rally on 22 April.
 The pairing were the talk of the weekend at the 
NASA Rally Sport’s Empire State Performance Rally as the 
only female driver and all-woman crew. The duo fi nished an 
impressive second place overall in the Two-Wheel Drive Class 
against a fi eld of 18 other teams.
 Putting in solid times on Day One set the team to 

start Day Two with a goal to improve on their stage times 
even more. “We were doing our best to shave every second 
we could, which ended up sending us over a big jump super 
fast,” said Mary Warren. Their car launched at a clocked 
speed of 168km/h and caught more air than any other team! 
Photographers were at the location to document the event, 
and even Erika Detota was surprised when she saw the 
pictures. “It was not the most graceful landing; the car was 
already showing signs of transmission failure before [the 
jump], so I fi gured I would just hit it as fast as we could,” 
she said.
 The team’s hard work over the winter off season in 

preparing a higher-spec motor for this car paid dividends at 
the rally, with the upgrades giving the engine an estimated 
60horsepower more. “It was exciting to have a new motor 
in the car for ESPR [Empire State Performance Rally]. It is 
my home event that I haven’t missed since I started racing 
in 2010. Having a good result for my sponsors with all my 
friends cheering was awesome,” said Detota.
 This rally was the fi rst time Detota and Warren had 
the chance to race together and they proved to be a great 
pairing. The two plan on competing together in the next 
NASA Rally Sport’s gravel event, the Rally West Virginia in 
July.
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It has been ten years (on 30 April) since the passing 
of Possum Bourne, and his infl uence is still a pillar 
of the very sport he was so passionate about, 
remembers Rally New Zealand.
 Peter (PJ) Johnston, Rally of New Zealand board 
chairman today acknowledged the character and memory 
of Peter ‘Possum’ Bourne and how it took both New Zealand 
and rally as a sport to the world: “Possum was our rally 
hero and inspired so many – a genuine son of New Zealand 
is how I’d describe Possum. His effect, infl uence and ability 
were quality characteristics that have lived long past that 
date ten years ago today he succumbed to injuries from an 
accident you could never expect to occur.
 “I’m sure like so many he infl uenced and inspired, 
we remember that time we learned of his passing – a 
seemingly short ten years ago,” said Johnston. “Possum 
and his wife Peggy were the ultimate ambassadors for 
our sport and our then annual Rally New Zealand round 
of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC). Even in their 
factory-backed cars the world’s best took the challenge 
very seriously at wanting to beat such an accomplished and 
capable competitor at his home event. Regardless of the 
outcome Possum was always everyone’s friend.
 “While his dream was cut short, his memory lives 
on and we’re thrilled his sons are growing up with every 
bit of his character,” continued Johnston. “We look forward 
to the family’s involvement in this year’s tenth anniversary 
Possum Bourne Memorial Rally – sponsored by Vantage.”
 Being held on Saturday 7 September the one day 
event uses roads in the Franklin and Pukekohe districts – 
where Possum spent much of his early years.
 “Gravel stages are planned to incorporate some 
of the iconic Rally New Zealand WRC stages in the Te Akau 
North area and then onto the iconic Maramarua Forest where 
Possum started his rally career,” continued Johnston.
 The last third of the rally will be tarmac with the 
fi nal ‘super’ and ‘power’ stages being at the Pukekohe Park 
Raceway. The post event function and prize giving will be 
held onsite at the raceway to toast Possum and ensure his 
passion lives on.
 Earlier this year Bourne was inducted to the 
inaugural Australian Rally Hall of Fame, ten years since his 
inaugural induction to the MotorSport New Zealand Wall of 
Fame.
 View iRally’s video tribute to Possum here: 
http://irallylive.com/ir_vidrss.htm?00000771.
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The rest of the WRC fi eld have become accustomed to chasing The rest of the WRC fi eld have become accustomed to chasing 
the taillights of the Volkswagen Polo R WRC of Sebastien Ogier in the taillights of the Volkswagen Polo R WRC of Sebastien Ogier in 
2013...2013...
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