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All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



Guy Hodgson, a stalwart of the South African national 
Volkswagen rally team, has decided to take a step 
back from the limelight of the national rally stage. 
Hodgson, a co-driver, has been in the seat alongside 
Enzo Kuun for 15 years, many of these under the 
Volkswagen banner.
 “Motorsport, and rallying specifi cally, is more than 
a sport,” says Hodgson. “It is my passion and I have been 
privileged to share that passion both in South Africa and 
internationally. I believe that along with the passion for 
rallying comes a responsibility to step off the stage when the 
time comes.”
 While Hodgson has chosen to retire from the co-
driver’s seat, his involvement in rallying will not stop – and 
already his calendar is being organised for his role in the 
Volkswagen Sasolracing team.
 “Guy is a valuable member of the rally team,” 
says Mike Rowe, head of Volkswagen Motorsport in South 
Africa. “While he retires from active duty as a navigator, we 
are unwilling to squander his years of experience and will 
be putting that to use in the future. The role a navigator 
plays on the stages is crucial, their responsibility extends 
far beyond calling instructions,” says Rowe. “Guy is a highly 
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talented navigator, one of the few to have set the standard 
for future generations – who will do well by following the 
example.”
 Hodgson has won a number of Championship titles 
with Kuun, and also achieved national colours in 1987 when 
he won the Tulip Rally navigating for Dutch driver John Bosch 
in an Audi A2 quattro.
 “The Tulip Rally was one of the biggest rallies in the 
world,” says Hodgson. “Rally teams well know the tulip which 
they often refer to in their rally notes and route schedules. 
The Tulip Rally is where the reference to the tulip originates.”

 Says Kuun: “The relationship between and driver 
and navigator goes far beyond being members of the same 
team. There is a bond of trust that develops after years of 
competition, success and tense moments in the car. Guy 
could always defuse the tension with his quick wit and sense 
of humour. This kept us on track and focused on what we had 
to do.”
 Hodgson will be working with Kuun and replacement 
co-driver Douglas Judd in coming events, helping them build 
the relationship that will make their partnership a success on 
the national rally scene.

NOT A GOODBYE:NOT A GOODBYE:
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The 2013 FIA European Rally Championship will 
total 12 rounds following confi rmation that the San 
Marino Rally will not form part of this year’s calendar. 
Scheduled to run as Round Seven from 11-13 July, 
the event’s inclusion on the ERC roster had always 
been subject to the signing of an agreement between 
the rally organisers and the ERC promoter Eurosport 
Events.
 Despite extensive efforts to ensure that the rally 
remained on the ERC schedule, the event organisers have 
informed Eurosport Events that they are not in a position to 
sign the agreement for fi nancial reasons.
 With no replacement rally planned, drivers will now 
count their best four scores from the fi rst six rounds and 
their best four results from the last six rallies.
 “We have tried everything to fi nd a number of 
solutions to keep the San Marino Rally on the ERC calendar 
but, unfortunately, this has not been possible with the 
new management of San Marino’s motorsport federation,” 
said François Ribeiro, Motorsport Development Director, 
Eurosport Events. “We regret the idea of losing a compact 
gravel event in Italy, but the cut in public funding went 
beyond expectations.”

The revised ERC calendar for 2013 is as follows:
01) International Jännerrallye (Austria): 3 - 5 Jan
02) Rally Liepāja-Ventspils (Latvia): 1 - 3 Feb
03) Rally Islas Canarias El Corte Inglés (Spain): 21-23 Mar
04) SATA Rallye Açores (Portugal): 25 - 27 Apr
05) Tour de Corse (France): 16 - 18 May
06) GEKO Ypres Rally (Belgium): 27 - 29 Jun
07) Sibiu Rally (Romania): 25 - 27 Jul
08) Barum Czech Rally Zlín: 30 Aug - 1 Sep
09) Lotos 70th Rally Poland: 13 - 15 Sep
10) Croatia Rally: 26 - 28 Sep
11) Rallye Sanremo (Italy): 10 - 12 Oct
12) Rallye du Valais (Switzerland): 7 - 9 Nov
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SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



misheard a navigation note and launched off the road into 
a tree. L’Estage was second in the Championship standings 
and had upgraded to a World Rally Championship Mitsubishi 
Lancer to improve his chances of overtaking Higgins. After 
winning the Sno*Drifty Rally, the opening round of the Rally 
America season, L’Estage has failed to fi nish the last two 
events.
 In the Super Production (SP) Class David Sterckx/
Karen Jankowski reinserted themselves into Class contention 
with an SP victory. The pair led the event from the start 
despite experiencing engine problems that could have 
prevented the team from even starting. However, Sterckx 
placed blistering times from the very beginning and built a 
04min lead to stand on his second SP podium of the year. 
The team fi nished the 2013 Oregon Trail Rally in fourth 
overall as well.
 “The rally was a real pleasure because I am fi nally 
getting closer to the limit since last year was only my fi rst 
year on gravel,” said Sterckx, “Karen and I have a good 

communication and we are getting more comfortable with 
the notes. Tyres were very important this weekend and our 
Pirelli tyres were unbelievable. So many teams had multiple 
fl ats this weekend, but we didn’t have a single one, which 
was a big advantage for us. We had issues with our engine, 
but the Subaru engines are so strong it held together all 
weekend.”
 Hood River local Dave Henderson with co-driver 
Terrence McDowell fought a furious battle of seconds with 
2012 Super Production Class Champions Lauchlin O’Sullivan/
Scott Putnam for second place. Henderson overtook 
O’Sullivan on SS15, and O’Sullivan suffered a massive 
rollover on SS16. This is Henderson’s second consecutive SP 
national podium at the Oregon Trail Rally. Henderson also 
won all three regional rally events - Wagons Ho!, Shunpiker 
Stages and the Trails End Regional Rally.
 Third place in Super Production was awarded to 
another Oregon driver, Mike Goodwin, with co-driver Michael 
Milos, after event offi cials discovered a timing error that 

Subaru Rally Team USA dominated the Oregon Trail 
Rally to win the third round of the Rally America 
National Championship held in Portland and Hood 
River, Oregon this past weekend.
 The British duo, David Higgins and co-driver Craig 
Drew, never relinquished their lead from the start and 
drove a masterful race to establish a 02min window over 
their competition and enough breathing room to drive the 
last day without diffi culty. However, the team nearly ended 
their event when Higgins struck exposed bedrock at high 
speeds that tore through their Subaru Impreza WRX STI’s 
suspension on SS16. Higgins gingerly drove through the last 
stage of the day as the car severely pulled to one side and 
just made it back to service for repairs.
 “I’ve got to thank Subaru for providing such a 
reliable, durable and fast car to Drew and I,” said Higgins. 
“Once we amassed a big lead it afforded us the opportunity 
to really dial back the speed on Sunday and reduce the 
risks. We didn’t win stages outright, but knew it was the 
right strategy for victory. This is a very challenging event 
and I enjoy the big mix of character in the stages. There is 
still a long season ahead, but we are in a really good spot 
now in the points.”
 This Oregon Trail Rally victory marks the third event 
win in a row for Higgins/Drew, and the fi fth Oregon Trail 
Rally overall win for Higgins in his career. Higgins extends his 
Rally America National Championship lead in the standings 
with 61 points.
 Hoonigan Racing’s Ken Block and Alex Gelsomino 
persevered through multiple mechanical diffi culties to 
salvage second place in their Ford Fiesta. The team fell 
behind early when they lost a wheel on SS3, suffered 
a driveshaft failure on SS5 and more tyre punctures 
throughout the second day. Block also impacted the same 
exposed bedrock that Higgins hit and managed to get 
the car back to service without overheating the car. Block 
readjusted to win every stage on Sunday, but could not 
make up time on Higgins’ substantial lead.
 Indonesia’s Rifat Sungkar amazingly completed 
the podium in third place in his Rally America debut with 
co-driver Marshall Clarke. Clarke having raced in the USA 
previously provided Sungkar with a quick education in 
American racing. Sungkar survived two nearly catastrophic 
incidents when he impacted a SS2 guardrail and went off 
course on SS17. Sungkar’s rally was nearly over when he 
lost power transiting back to the fi nal control zone if not for 
Art Gruszka, a fellow class rival, offering to tow Sungkar to 
the victory circle.
 Disappointingly, top Rally America contenders 
Antoine L’Estage and Nathalie Richard from the Rockstar 
Energy Rally Team crashed hard on SS9 when L’Estage 
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moved current SP points leaders Evan Cline/Jake Blattner 
into fourth place.
 Ford Fiesta drivers fi nally broke the stranglehold 
that Scion Racing Rally xD’s Andrew Comrie-Picard/Jeremy 
Wimpey held in the Two-Wheel Drive (2WD) category this 
season by taking two 2WD podium spots.
 Australian newcomers Brendan Reeves/Rhianon 
Smyth impressed by driving their Ford Fiesta R2 to a fi fth 
overall placement and winning the 2WD category in their 
fi rst American race. Reeves/Smyth have previous WRC 
Academy experience and proved that 2WD drivetrains 
can crack the top fi ve amidst other cars with twice the 
horsepower.
 “What an amazing feeling it is to come to America 
for the fi rst time and win the Class convincingly,” Reeves 
said. “We had a trouble-free run thanks to Team O’Neil and 
the effort they put in. The Ford Fiesta was brilliant even on 
today’s blindingly fast stages, and Rhianon did a great job 
calling the notes.”

 Fellow Ford Fiesta drivers Dillon Van Way/Andrew 
Edwards drove a relatively problem-free race and held third 
place for much of the event until Comrie-Picard experienced 
overheating issues on the last stage. Comrie-Picard lost 
signifi cant power and ceded second place to Van Way. The 
Scion team had to be towed into the fi nal controls by three 
different teams to fi nish the event and take third place in 
Class.
 Van Way/Edwards now have two second place 
fi nishes this year and Comrie-Picard’s third place fi nish 
helps to keep his 2WD points lead in the standings. Notably, 
Edward McNelly/Ole Holter were not able to fi nish the 
Oregon Trail Rally when they went off-course on SS5.
 The Oregon Trail Rally saw the largest entries of the 
year with 74 cars. Due to the fast and rough stages 31 cars 
were not able to fi nish the event, though some were able to 
re-enter using SuperRally rules in national competition and 
some teams re-entered for the following regional rally.
 The fourth round of the Rally America National 

Championship takes place at the Susquehannock Trail 
Performance Rally in Wellsboro on 31 May - 1 June. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) D. Higgins/C. Drew
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI - 01h 46m 47.0s
02) K. Block/A. Gelsomino
       Ford Fiesta H.F.H.V + 01m 47.8s
03) R. Sungkar/M. Clarke
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 08m 53.6s
04) D. Sterckx/K. Jankowski
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 09m 05.9s
05) B. Reeves/R. Smyth
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 11m 59.1s
06) D. Henderson/T. McDowell
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 13m 25.1s
07) M. Riddle/D. Garrod
       Subaru Impreza + 13m 25.1s
08) D. Van Way/A. Edwards
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 15m 38.3s
09) G. Plsek/P. O’Hanlon
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 17m 18.9s
10) M. Goodwin/M. Milos
       Subaru WRX STI + 19m 11.5s
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 Below Loeb and Ogier on the leader board should 
have read the names Mads Ostberg, Dani Sordo and Mikko 
Hirvonen (in no particular order). We’ll get to that next, but 
fi rst we welcome Jari-Matti Latvala back to the WRC podium 
with his third place for Volkswagen Motorsport. Latvala 
enjoyed a strong outing, and thrived on a battle with Evgeny 
Novikov (Qatar M-Sport Rally Team). The Finn and Russian 
put on a good show for the tens of thousands of fans that 
lined the stages, and Latvala was long overdue on scoring a 
podium. Novikov, however, shone in his new found pace in 
Argentina. Another great drive from this driver in 2013.
 Thierry Neuville fi nished fi fth in the second Qatar 
Ford Fiesta RS WRC, outpacing the ever-consistent Citroën 
DS3 WRC of Mikko Hirvonen in the very last stage to claim 
the position. As started earlier, Hirvonen should have been 
on the podium were it not for the unfortunate electrical 
gremlin. Mads Ostberg (Qatar M-Sport Rally Team) posed 
a threat to the established top order early on in the event, 
but after damaging his car’s steering and driveshaft on the 
opening day he was merely left to rue a weekend of “What 
If...”

 Dani Sordo rolled his DS3 WRC on Day One, and 
that poor car was never the same after that. He suffered 
with various problems throughout the event, and did well to 
bring it to the fi nish behind Volkswagen Motorsport’s blue-
eyed boy Andreas Mikkelsen in eighth. Martin Prokop and 
his Jipocar Czech National Rally Team Ford Fiesta RS WRC, 
affectionately nicknamed Fiona, claimed the fi nal top ten 
position after he too survived a roll on Day One and dragged 
his car through the stages. The Czech driver is improving 
steadily on each successive round of the season completed, 
and his progress is interesting to follow.
 The WRC Rally Argentina, with its high-speed and 
dramatic action unfortunately paled into the background this 
week, as revelations from the FIA and the WRC promoter 
Red Bull Media House/Sportsman Media Group were 
published by Autosport (and you can read the article here: 
http://bit.ly/12ZEQ3x).
 One suggestion tabled was to transform the Power 
Stage into a position-deciding shoot-out.
 It has upset many WRC and rally fans, and left even 
the wider motorsport fans and insiders baffl ed. To undertake 

Many FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) punters 
had fi gured Sebastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia 
(Volkswagen Motorsport) to claim victory in this past 
weekend’s Rally Argentina. However, 172 days after 
his previous gravel rally victory, it was Frenchman 
Sebastien Loeb and Monegasque co-driver Daniel 
Elena (Citroën TOTAL Abu Dhabi World Rally Team) 
who trumped all to record their eighth victory on 
South American soil for what is most likely their last-
ever gravel event in the WRC...
 It is not simply that Loeb defeated an all-fi ring, all-
confi dent Ogier who was looking for his fourth-straight win 
in 2013, but it was the manner in which Loeb did so. In his 
trademark cool and collected fashion, with only one mishap 
of running wide into a fast corner, Loeb was able stick within 
20sec of the younger Seb, and this scribe believes it was the 
mounting mental pressure from Loeb on Ogier’s shoulders 
that led to an error that cost Ogier 40sec and the rally lead. 
Loeb’s then lead over Ogier was not so comfortable as to 
rule out any attacks from the Volkswagen driver, instead 
Loeb was able to charge to the fi nish on Sunday afternoon 
somewhat unfazed with a 55sec cushion over his rival. In 
fact, Citroën team-mate Mikko Hirvonen was proving to 
be so aggressive on the event he too was in with a very 
real chance at claiming his fi rst win in 2013, but his DS3 
WRC succumbed fi rst to a puncture then an electrical bug 
that cost him over six minutes. It would have been a very 
intriguing battle had Ogier and Hirvonen not suffered any ill 
fortune, but this scribe still believes the overall winner would 
be not different to the one grabbing this article’s headline. 
Any doubts about Loeb having lost any of his ability on the 
gravel or of being too rusty to challenge Ogier, Hirvonen et 
al this past weekend evaporated after Day One. Loeb was in 
fi ne form, and ready for a challenge from any corner. This 
victory was Loeb’s 78th career WRC win, and most probably 
his fi nal gravel rally victory...
 “It’s great emotion to win here,” said Loeb. “It was 
a tough rally with complicated stages, but there was a great 
atmosphere and it was great to feel that all weekend. After 
so many months since my last gravel rally it was diffi cult to 
fi nd the feeling in the fi rst stage and to get the car working 
for me, but it was the perfect drive.”
 Ogier was leading the event by 40sec when his 
handbrake malfunctioned and caused him to slip off the 
road. After winning fi ve of the opening day’s six special 
stages, and carrying that momentum with him to enjoy a 
17sec cushion over the nine-times World Rally Champion, 
it took little to see this error capitalized on by Loeb. He hit 
the front and extended that lead over a stressed Ogier, and 
there was nothing that Seb 2.0 or hard-charging team-mate 
Jari-Matti Latvala (Volkswagen Motorsport) could do about it.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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such far-reaching changes, and in effect to strip away the 
essence of what a special stage rally is, to make it more 
marketable for certain TV broadcasters is simply ludicrous. 
Of course, HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS are not objective in 
their approaches to this, as are all who read this eMagazine: 
we are passionate about our favourite sport. But, why would 
a promoter sign on to promote the sport and then make 
an abrupt U-turn after fi ve events to call for far-reaching 
changes to the sport’s formula? And, these are only some of 
the hundreds of questions posed on Social Media platforms 
in the days running up to this article’s publication. After 
analyzing journalist David Evans’ written words, those 
insiders closer to the sport’s inner circle, and even those 
far-removed from any rally stage, it is clear to see that no 
one is particularly happy with the current state of WRC; all 
fans want to see the sport as cherished and valued as its FIA 
stablemate Formula One.
 All we can hope for is that sanity prevails and 
logic returns to those in charge of plotting the future of this 
sport on 24 May when they sit to discuss this matter. If it 
is relevance the broadcaster and couch-fans are seeking, it 

should be an exercise in Public Relations to re-address the 
sport’s current viewership and market. The Power Stage 
should be left untouched, in our opinion. It is a healthy 
added boost in the arm for Championship fi ghts and it adds 
more excitement. The WRC Promoter Oliver Cesl has opened 
a can of worms, and it is probably not a bad thing to do. 
But, such ludicrous ideas should be left unsaid. What of 
market research? Such studies into the habits of motorsport 
fans and average households will return more insight into 
the direction of the PR of the sport than any discussion by 
the Powers That Be at this moment.
 One weapon in the arsenal of rallying is its visual 
impact. The Intercontinental Rally Challenge series had this 
down to a fi ne art with its multiple stages broadcast live 
on TVs across Europe (and online streaming too), proving 
the mass appeal of motorsport and rallying. This is but one 
area that can be addressed, without the need to rewrite the 
fundamental characteristics of what constitutes special stage 
rallying.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Loeb/D. Elena
       Citroën DS3 WRC - 04h 35m 56.7s
02) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 55s
03) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 02m 00.8s
04) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 36.7s
05) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 04m 40.5s
06) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 06m 23.9s
07) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 02.2s
08) A. Mikkelsen/M. Markkula
       Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 13m 22.1s
09) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 13m 22.3s
10) M. Prokop/M. Ernst
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 14m 07.6s
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Jukka Korhonen and Marko Salminen fi nished the 
fi nal stage of the Pirelli Richard Burns Foundation 
Rally 42.5sec clear of the chasing pack, making the 
29-year-old the fi rst Finn to win a round of the MSA 
British Rally Championship (BRC) since Jari-Matti 
Latvala ten years ago.
 The pair led from start to fi nish in their Citroën DS3 
R3T, building a lead of around a minute before easing off on 
Day Two when Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble’s early challenge 
was curtailed by a puncture on Day One’s SS5.
 The victory was a smooth one; car and team 
working seamlessly on the 132km-long event, with Korhonen 
admitting that he had speed to spare if needed. With the win 
comes a maximum points haul towards a Championship title 
that he had vowed to win as long ago as last year – so far, 
so good.
 Fisher was lucky to only drop around a minute, 
clipping a rock that cost several others several minutes, the 
Ulsterman then able to climb back from fi fth with fi ve fastest 
stage times from the ten available.
 Top seeds Tom Cave/Ieuan Thomas regained third, 
having also dropped to fi fth after the fi rst loop of stages 
on Day One. They were unlucky to catch a trailing car from 
a previous event, but while John MacCrone/Phil Pugh and 
Osian Pryce/Dale Furniss initially benefi tted, they both 
succumbed to punctures, allowing Cave back ahead.
 BRC regular for the last few years Jonny Greer had 
Kirsty Riddick alongside, the pair taking a well-deserved 
fourth, but admitting that the pace was just too hot 
although he was happy with his improvement as the event 
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progressed.
 MacCrone was rarely out of the top fi nishers on 
the ten stages, but the SS5 rock and subsequent puncture 
effectively put an end to hopes of a podium fi nish. However, 
the Scot did fi nish with a fl ourish with a fastest time on the 
very last run, allowing him to grab fi fth place, albeit over 
four minutes adrift of the leader.
 With a blanket of DS3s across the top fi ve in the 
Overall Classifi cation, it is inevitable that Citroën lead the 
British Manufacturers Rally Championship with maximum 
points. But it is also testament to the marque that the two 
older C2R2 Max models running further down the order also 
fi nished the event.
 The BRC Teams Cup got underway with a win 
by DGM Sport courtesy of Fisher’s excellent second place 
overall, although his team-mate Mark Donnelly didn’t fare 
so well, retiring after a big jump damaged the car. Second is 
Morris Lubricants DMS, despite having just Tom Cave scoring 

points for the new team, but it is just the top-placed driver 
who scores, so they are still in with a shout as the season 
progresses. Culina Palletforce Racing is third following 
John MacCrone’s fi ght-back, but team-mate Peter Taylor 
was frustrated not be higher, hoping for more speed as the 
season progresses.
 MacCrone’s fi fth was at the expense of Fiesta crew 
Steve Røkland/James Aldridge, who nevertheless stamped 
their authority on the new BRC RallyTwo category and Fiesta 
SportTrophy. An excellent drive to sixth overall in their Fiesta 
R2 was more than enough to earn Røkland the fi rst Pirelli 
Star Driver nomination of the season.
 Their winning RallyTwo margin of well over a 
minute belies the potential for extremely close competition 
between the R2 class runners. Jon Armstrong/Martin Brady 
had posted a time just 4sec behind Røkland on the opening 
test, but clipped a bridge and bent the rear axle, having a 
miserable Day Two too, with a bent front suspension arm.



 Reigning MSA British Junior Rally Champion Garry 
Pearson had Tom Hynd back alongside, taking a very 
creditable second place in RallyTwo on their fi rst gravel 
event in the pristine Fiesta. The immaculately turned-out car 
attracted the attention of BRC sponsor Mantis Instant Shine, 
presenting them with the fi rst Mantis Best Presented Car 
trophy and with it a cheque for £250.
 Like Korhonen, another driver with a vow to win 
is Daniel McKenna who, partnered by Arthur Kierans has 
promised to grab himself a Pirelli Star Driver nomination. 
But despite giving second best to two Fiesta rivals after a 
dreaded SS5 puncture, he posted fi ve fastest RallyTwo times 
and proved he will be a force in future.
 Armstrong may have had a suspension-bending 
time on his fi rst Pirelli RBF Rally, but he did at least take 
top points in the RAVENOL BRC Newcomers Award, the 
end-of season prize worth £2000 in product support. He 
was followed home in the new category by Swedes Mattias 

Olsson/Patrik Barth who had a similarly torrid time. They 
struggled with an engine that refused to rev above 5000rpm, 
unsuccessfully spending hours on Day One’s overnight halt 
trying to resolve the problem.
 Third newcomer and leading MSA British Junior 
driver was Harry Threlfall with experienced co-driver Andy 
Bull on the pacenotes. The youngster had made the long 
journey and huge leap to the BRC, but was not overwhelmed 
by the experience. Far from it, he was almost certainly the 
most enthusiastic driver in the fi eld, beaming and revelling 
in the new experience. Their main rivals for the Juniors 
and Twingo Renaultsport Trophy UK, father and son Ben 
and Jason Mckay, had started to close the early gap, but 
disappointingly retired on SS8 with a broken engine mount.
 The second round of both the MSA British Rally 
Championship and its support series, the NGK Spark Plugs 
BRC Challenge is the Jim Clark Rally which takes place in the 
Scottish Borders countryside around Berwickshire on Friday 

31 May and Saturday 01 June.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) J. Korhonen/M. Salminen
       Citroën DS3 R3T - 01h 13m 57.7s
02) A. Fisher/G. Noble
       Citroën DS3 R3 + 42.5s
03) T. Cave/I. Thomas
       Citroën DS3 R3T + 01m 09.4s
04) J. Greer/K. Riddick
       Citroën DS3 R3 + 02m 53.9s
05) J. MacCrone/P. Pugh
       Citroën DS3 + 04m 19.5s
06) S. Rokland/J. Aldridge
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 04m 41.2s
07) P. Taylor/A. Roughead
       Citrouen DS3 + 04m 48.9s
08) G. Pearson/T. Hynd
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 05m 58.9s
09) D. McKenna/A. Kierans
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 06m 42.4s
10) J. McGonigle/C. Geaney
       Renault Clio R3 Maxi + 06m 49.2s



Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah tops a bumper entry for this 
weekend’s Jordan Rally, Round Three of the FIA 
Middle East Rally Championship (MERC), which starts 
from the Martyr’s Memorial in Al-Hussein Sports City 
on Thursday evening.
 Al-Attiyah is the defending regional champion and 
will also be hoping to retain the Jordan Rally title he secured 
last October at the Dead Sea. The Qatari has a 14-point lead 
in the series after securing wins in both Qatar and Kuwait 
and a seventh win in Jordan would give the Ford driver a 
48th regional rally win and set him well on the road to a 
ninth MERC title.
 Jordan Motorsport has attracted 30 entrants from 
eight countries for what has become the most popular event 
in the regional calendar. Purpose-built gravel special stages 
and the stunning backdrop of the Dead Sea, the Jordan River 
and the Baptism Site give this event a truly historic appeal 
and it was one of the most popular rounds of the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC) for three years with top drivers 
and media alike.
 Eleven Jordanian entrants join Al-Attiyah and three 
other drivers from Qatar, seven from the UAE, three from 
Lebanon, two from Kuwait and one from Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia and Italy on the provisional list.
 Among those hoping to dethrone the Qatari are 
the 2004 regional champion Sheikh Khalid Al-Qassimi, 
current WRC-2 frontrunner Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari – fresh from 
confi rming a stunning category win in the Rally Argentina 
this past weekend and the rapid Lebanese driver Roger 

Feghali.
 Saeed Al-Mouri is also the only driver in the fi eld to 
wheel out a MINI Countryman RRC, a car that was originally 
developed for the German manufacturer by the British car 
preparation company Prodrive. The Saudi teams up with the 
experienced co-driver Amr Al-Refai, who began his career 
as part of Abdullah Bakhashab’s young Toyota Rav-4 rookie 
team that tackled rounds of the MERC through the Toyota 
Team Saudi Arabia banner in the late 1990s.
 Al-Mouri is an experienced motorsport allrounder 
with sponsor Hankook Racing and is looking forward to 
his second MERC outing of the season with the Tok Sport 
run-MINI, having fi nished sixth overall in the Kuwait 
International Rally in March to hold seventh in the Drivers’ 
Championship. He was also the Red Bull Car Park drift 
champion in 2011 and has previously won Middle East 
and Saudi titles in Radical and Saudi Super Leggera racing 
disciplines and a national rally in Kuwait last December. “I 
was not able to start the fi rst round in Qatar, but the result 

in Kuwait shows that we are moving in the right direction 
and we are both looking forward to this week’s rally.”
 Fellow Saudi Yazeed Al-Rajhi is still being forced to 
sit on the sidelines after injuring his back in a dune accident 
at the Ha’il International Rally at the end of March. Al-Rajhi, 
who won the WRC-2 category at the Rally of Sweden earlier 
in the year, is hoping to return to action shortly.
 Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari and Irish co-driver Killian Duffy 
jetted into Amman just as the fi rst day of recce was about to 
start on Tuesday morning. The Qatari also holds third place 
in the Middle East Championship’s driver standings after 
fi nishing third in both the Qatar and Kuwait rallies.
 Turkey’s Burcu Cetinkaya has endured a 
disappointing start to her MERC campaign this season. After 
rolling her Mitsubishi Lancer in Qatar and recovering to 
fi nish 13th overall, one of the world’s leading female drivers 
fi nished 11th in Kuwait and heads to Jordan with navigator 
Ozlem Azguc keen to kickstart her points challenge.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Jordan Motorsport
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PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



Super 2000 World Rally Champion Craig Breen will 
look back on this year’s Rally of the Lakes and think 
on what could have been. The young driver out for his 
fi rst appearance on home soil in 2013, produced what 
has been heralded as a scintillating performance when 
his rally was cut prematurely short with engine failure 
as the event resumed for Day Two.
 Breen, driving the Suirway Forklifts/Farm 
Machinery-backed Ford Escort Mk II had climbed to sixth 
overall and held a 19.7sec lead in the national category (Two 
Wheel Drive Section) of the rally after a dominating drive 
over Day One’s stages, but his rally ended 4km into the 
opening stage of Day Two, Molls Gap. 
 A very disappointed Breen said afterwards: “I’m 
totally gutted. We were absolutely delighted with our 
position going into Day Two and were looking forward to 
rallying on some of the most exciting stages in the world, 
but you never know in rallying when a mechanical problem 
will strike. I’m gutted as we were on for a great result, 
but I’m even more disappointed for James Coleman who 
organised and sponsored this drive for me and I’m also 
disappointed for Paul Mulcahy who built a fabulous car for 
me to drive.”
 It was despair in the end for Breen and his co-driver 
Paul Nagle, but their display of driving over the opening day 
had rally fans cheering them on in every junction and ditch 
during Day One’s stages. Breen/Nagle currently form the 
number one works Peugeot Rally Academy crew and are in 
the middle of an FIA European Rally Championship campaign 
where the pair are second in the overall standings. 
 To date the duo didn’t have any Irish events 
scheduled, but after being approached by long-standing 
friend and sponsor James Coleman of Suirway Forklifts/
Farm Machinery a two-event deal (Rally of the Lakes and 
the Donegal International Rally) was devised that would see 
Breen drive the Suirway Ford Escort Mk II.
 After a very satisfying test session last week 
Breen’s confi dence was high, but some question marks still 
remained as this would be the 23-year-old’s fi rst time to 
compete in the car.
 All these questions were quickly answered on the 
morning of Day One as the rally got underway. The opening 
day of the 2013 Rally of the Lakes saw the competing crews 
fi rst tackle the famous Molls Gap stage and then traverse a 
double loop of three stages to the west of the Irish town of 
Killarney. Breen, competing in the national section and Class 
13, suffered a misfi re on the Gap dropping 25sec to category 
leader Roy White. With the misfi re sorted in service, Breen 
immediately moved to third in the 2WD category and took 
over the lead in Class 13 on SS2. The test saw SS1 leader 
Roy White fall by the wayside when his MG ZR stopped with 
a mechanical problem. As a result, Fergus O’Meara (driving a 

Ford Escort Mk II) inherited White’s lead.  
 SS3 was cancelled due to an accident, but getting 
a clean run on SS4 ‘Knockacullig’ for the fi nal test of the 
morning loop, Breen set his fi rst 2WD fastest stage time and 
as the Suirway Mk II pulled into midday service near Fossa, 
Breen was up to eighth overall and leaped to the 2WD lead.
 After midday service, the action resumed with the 
rerun of ‘Gortnagane’ for SS5 but the stage was stopped 
for another crashed crew. Breen/Nagle were one of the 
fi rst crews to arrive at the scene, and Breen reported being 
affected when he came upon the accident.
 He later continued his attack on the leader board 
and on the closing two stages of the day, he set two more 
fastest stage times in the national category that saw him 
move to sixth overall and hold a 19.7sec lead in 2WD 

overnight.
 Returning to fi nal service on Saturday evening 
Breen said: “It’s been a fantastic day, we suffered a small bit 
this morning on the fi rst initial stage with a misfi re caused 
by faulty plug but after getting the problem resolved the car 
has been a joy to drive. I must thank James Coleman, Paul 
Mulcahy and the whole team for their work. I’ve have had 
the easy job of driving the car.“
 When asked if he can climb higher in the overall 
fi eld, Breen replied: “We’re not thinking of that at the 
moment. It’s great to be in the position we are at the end of 
Day One. For now I’m delighted to be where I am.”
 Breen/Nagle return to the European Rally 
Championship in two weeks’ time when they compete on 
ERC Tour de Corse, on 16 - 18 May.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: Trevor McGrath/RallyPrint.com
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The famous French rally will see, for their second 
event of their season, Molly Taylor/Seb Marshall with 
the Citroen DS3 R3 with which they took part in the 
recent FIA European Rally Championship’s (ERC) Rally 
of the Azores.
 The fi rst rally of the year for this young duo was 
unlucky, as they were forced to retire after a small off to 
avoid another competitor. Taylor will be at the start of the 
Tour de Corse (16 - 18 May), one of the “mythical” races 
of international rallying, a rally of great tradition, diffi culty 
and challenging stages, which takes place on the beautiful 
Mediterranean island of Corsica.
 Molly Taylor and Seb Marshall are aware that the 
event awaiting them will not be an easy one, but their spirits 
are high: “The Tour de Corse is defi nitely a challenging 
race,” says the Australian driver. “I am anxious to do the 
recce; it is the fi rst time I will take part in this rally. Other 
United Business drivers, who have already been there, have 
confi rmed that it is really full of corners and is very twisty. I 
am sure that the Citroen DS3 will help me, but it is a totally 
new rally. It will be important to read the race well trying, 
to get the maximum result. I do not yet know our rivals, 
probably some of them will not be there for their fi rst time 
on the Corsica roads and they will certainly be favoured over 
me, but Seb and I will certainly will not be mere spectators. 
I like challenges and the Tour De Corse is a great challenge.”
 To best prepare for the challenging Corsican rally, 
United Business has planned a test session for next week 
in Tuscany in order to fi nd the best setup for the car in 
accordance with the new tyres with which Taylor will use in 
Corsica.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: ERC Media
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In the wilds of Argentina, Andreas Mikkelsen pushed his Volkswagen In the wilds of Argentina, Andreas Mikkelsen pushed his Volkswagen 
Motorsport Polo R WRC carved through the landscape.Motorsport Polo R WRC carved through the landscape.
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport.Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport.
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