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Models 

F700K 9 – 36kg  

F500K 0 – 18kg  

F100K 15 – 36kg using the standard seat belt  
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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Pikes Peak International Hill Climb at the end of June. The nine-Pikes Peak International Hill Climb at the end of June. The nine-
times World Rally Champion has tested the machine this week and times World Rally Champion has tested the machine this week and 
has returned positive feedback to engineers. Records are set to has returned positive feedback to engineers. Records are set to 
fall, we predict.fall, we predict.
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



Regional rallying in South Africa was facing an 
uncertain future in 2012. This year, the various 
regional championships and motorsport clubs have 
done much to turn this around. Testament to this is 
the R50K Challenge series run by the Algoa Rally Club 
in the Eastern Cape.
 Hosts of the annual Volkswagen Rally, a national 
evnt on the South African Rally Championship calendar, 
the Algoa Rally Club’s latest event was the Ocean Basket 
Rally, the second of their series. With 28 cars taking to the 
event’s seven stages, it was one of the healthiest start lists 
in regional rallying for two seasons and the biggest in the 
Eastern Cape Regional Rally Championship’s recent history.
 What was more, seven National Championship 
crews added this event to their testing schedules ahead of 
the Volkswagen Rally in July.
 Prizes for this series will see winners receive what 
will be a rolling chassis of a Voilkswagen Polo, crew kit, 
and essential supplies to build up a new rally machine: 
the fi rst incentive of its kind in South African rallying, and 
a tremendous achievement for regional rallying in South 
Africa’s cash-strapped economy.
 The Ocean Basket Rally saw fi ve stages played out 
in the Longmore Forest, the area the National Championship 
crews concentrated on. It was to be a dramatic and 
signifi cant day, as all of South Africa’s rally afi ciandos’ eyes 
and ears tuned into this relatively small event for any news. 
This was the showdown many had been waiting to see: the 
Toyota Yaris S2000 versus Volkswagen Polo S2000. In only 
its third competitive outing, the Yaris S2000 is still working 
through its teething and developmental phases, while the 
Polo S2000 has been running for a year and is constantly 
being fi ne-tuned by S2000 master Raimund Baumschlager 
(he of BRR fame in Austria, and ten-times Austrian Rally 
Champion) to provide the three factory-backed Polo S2000s 
the best advantage in stages.
 With Volkswagen’s workshop just a handful number 
of kilometres from the stages, Hergen Fekken/Pierre Arries, 
Enzo Kuun/Douglas Judd and Henk Lategan/Barry White 
were favourites for victory, especially with one of the stages 
the factory team’s favourite test stage... Toyota’s new rally 
car and crews of Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan and Leeroy 
Poulter/Elvene Coetzee, they would be looking to benchmark 
their development against their old foes in the backyard. 
And, the fi ght raged from the fi rst corner of the fi rst stage to 
the very last time control!
 Immediately, Poulter grabbed the initiative to claim 
the fi rst of his three consecutive stage wins with team-mate 
Gemmell 06sec adrift. Poulter added a further 02sec to his 
lead in SS2 and 04sec in SS3. SS4, Volkswagen Motorsport’s 
test stage, saw Enzo Kuun redeem the “home team” with 
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the fastest stage time, by a slender 01sec. Poulter’s lead still 
extended to 13sec.
 Repeating the loop of three forest stages in 
Longmore Forest, the Volkswagen crews - who unfortunately 
suffered a string of small mechanical gremlins - pull back the 
time loss to their rivals. Hergen Fekken and Henk Lategan 
were steady in their pace, and the 18-year-old Lategan 
shone as the undoubted driver of the event in his Polo 
S2000.
 Gemmell clawed back 02sec to his team-mate in 
SS5 to reduce Poulter’s lead to 11sec and this would be 
maintained to the fi nish line. Fekken clinched the stage wins 
for the fi nal two stages to highlight the Polo’s pace. Both 
Toyota and Volkswagen were adjusting various suspension 
settings in a bid to fi nd that extra advantage, and both 
played their Poker cards close to their chests with their team 
bosses not giving any information out.
 Poulter claimed the win, Gemmell second place and 
Lategan third place overall. Fourth went to Morne Janse van 
Rensburg/Rikus Fourie in their Volkswagen Polo Vivo S2000, 

an older spec S2000. Fekken recorded fi fth, with locals 
Etienne Malherbe/Mauritz Malherbe (Datsun 1600 SSS) 
mixing between the Class S2000 machinery and taking the 
Regional victory in style with Kuun in seventh position.
 With the next round of the South African Rally 
Championship taking place in the Bapsfontein region 
in Gauteng for the Toyota Dealer Gauteng Rally, the 
Volkswagen Sasolracing team will be going all out to return 
the favour to the Toyota Motorsport team to win on their 
“home soil.” 
 Both teams are working very hard to outpace each 
other, yet both team bosses wonder if their cars’ overall 
pace will be enough to catch Mark Cronje and his Ford Fiesta 
S2000... H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) L. Poulter/E. Coetzee
       Toyota Yaris S2000 - 42m 38s
02) J. Gemmell/C. Swan
       Toyota Yaris S2000 + 11s
03) H. Lategan/B. White
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 44s
04) M. Janse van Rensburg/R. Fourie
       Volkswagen Polo Vivo S2000 + 02m 13s
05) H. Fekken/P. Arries
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 03m 15s
06) E. Malherbe/M. Malherbe
       Datsun 1600 SSS + 09m 05s
07) E. Kuun/D. Judd
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 10m 37s
08) R. Schmidt/S. Pieterse
       Volkswagen Citi Golf 1600 + 10m 43s
09) I. Steyn/M. Irvine
       Ford Escort Mk I + 11m 19s
10) A. Heine/S. Davis
       Volkswagen Polo Vivo S1400 + 12m 22s



SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.
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The third edition of the Rally Masters Show was 
a fi ght to the fi nish line between two World Rally 
Championship (WRC) drivers. Both in Ford Focus RS 
WRC, Evgeny Novikov and Markko Martin thrilled the 
thousands of motorsport fans attending the 2013 
event.
 As the fi nal stage of the Rally Masters Show 2013 
began, it was still a fair fi ght to decide the overall winner 
between the Moscovite and the Estonian ace. On SS4 of six, 
Novikov punctured a wheel and dropped to third position 
from the lead, handing it to Martin and Vasily Gryazin 
(Latvia, Ford Fiesta S2000) in second place.
 In the fi nal service of the event, Novikov changed 
the tyre but was left without a spare for the remaining two 
stages... Would Novikov push for the win, or would he settle 
for third place?
 SS5 saw Novikov throw caution to the wind, and 
he set the fastest stage time, his fourth of the rally. Martin’s 
slender lead was reduced to 07sec to Novikov, and the fi nal 
popular stage SS6 Velodoroga stood between Martin and a 
victory, and Novikov and an opportunity for victory too.
 Martin’s experience and skill were outpaced by 
Novikov’s determination, and Novikov pulled out a stage 
time to see him not only take his fi fht stage win of the rally 
but also the overall honours by only 01.1sec!
 Gryazin fi nished third, 24.9sec adrift, to record 
a fantastic result this Latvian driver can be proud of. He 
was followed home by fellow Latvian Maris Neiksans, who 
performed steadily in his Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX to record 
fourth place. 
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 Gena Broslavskiy (Russia, MINI Countryman John 
Cooper Works WRC) raced from ninth to fi fth place after he 
lost time in SS3. He closed to within 01.3sec to Nieksans. 
 In the Historical Cars Classifi cation, Grigoriy 
Berezkin (Audi Quattro) took the honours.
 Special invited guest to the Rally Masters Show 
2013 was 1981 World Rally Champion Ari Vatanen. He had 
many positive remarks about this rally: I did not know what 
to expect. But this was much better than what I expected. 
The venue could not be better: in the middle of a mega-city, 
grand stand, the setting alongside the rowing channel with 
great special stage next to it - what else can you ask for? 
You can’t ask for better! An 11km stage: you can`t fi nd a 
stage like that anywhere else!”
 When asked about the future of the sport, his words 
ring true now at a time when the top brass of the WRC and 
FIA are looking to change the formula: “The future of the 
rallying is not guaranteed automatically. You have to work 

on it. Rallying in any country is so expensive. You need more 
modern cars, more sophisticated cars, more expenses. It’s 
like a pyramid: it has to be very wide at the bottom so it 
can be very tall. But if the bottom is narrow, it can’t be very 
tall. So if you really want to be on top, the bottom has to 
be very wide. And to made it wide, you need to have some 
cheap accessible formula’s that even ordinary people could 
participate in, one way or another. That’s the only way to 
do it. Otherwise, we don’t have new Novikovs coming in the 
future...”

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) E. Novikov/I. Minor
       Ford Focus RS WRC - 21m 48.7s
02) M. Martin/K. Kraag
       Ford Focus RS WRC + 01.1s
03) V. Gryazin/D. Chumak
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 24.9s
04) M. Nieksans/R. Berzins
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 45.8s
05) G. Broslavskiy/M. Gendelman
       MINI John Cooper Works WRC + 47.1s
06) A. Luyanuk/A. Arnautov
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 50.9s
07) R. Capkauskas/T. Sipkauskas
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX + 01m 01.5s
08) M. Rzeznik/P. Mazur
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 01m 05.7s
09) R. Flodin/M. Danilova
       Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 01m 10.0s
10) S. Plangi/G. Muursepp
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 01m 29.3s



There will be serious competition ahead on Round Five 
of the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) as two 
Formula One racers line up for an event steeped in 
tradition and challenging in the extreme.
 Tour de Corse is one of the most legendary rallies 
in existence with a demanding route around the picturesque 
Mediterranean island this weekend.
 Of the impressive 58-car entry – the event’s largest 
for fi ve years – Robert Kubica and Stéphane Sarrazin are 
among the standout drivers in their turbocharged Regional 
Rally Cars (RRC).
 Kubica, who has started 76 Grands Prix, is 
demonstrating his formidable talent and determination in 
this year’s ERC as he recovers to full fi tness following a rally 
crash in 2011. Despite his limited knowledge of the sport, 
the Polish ace has led both ERC rallies he’s started to date in 
his Citroën DS3 RRC and has a tally of 15 stage wins to his 
name.
 Sarrazin, who raced just once in Formula One in 
1999 but has a strong record of success in the Le Mans 24 
Hours, is making his ERC debut on Tour de Corse in a MINI 
John Cooper Works. While Sarrazin has previous experience 
of the asphalt rally – three times in competition and once as 
a zero car driver in 2012 – Kubica is a Corsica novice so will 
be building his experience.
 Affectionately known as the ‘Rally of 10,000 
Corners’ due to the proliferation of twists and turns on 
challenging mountain roads, the event starts in the tranquil 
setting of Calvi, on Corsica’s northwest coast, on the 
evening of Thursday 16 May. From there, crews tackle six 
stages on Friday’s opening leg around the town of Corte 
before the overnight halt in Ajaccio to the south. Saturday’s 
action starts and fi nishes in Ajaccio with fi ve stages prior to 
the fi nish in the town that evening. With an overall distance 
of 929.55km, Tour de Corse is a tough test for both car and 
crew.
 But it’s not just the constant cornering that makes 
Tour de Corse such a challenge: the bulk of the route runs 
over narrow mountain passes lined with unforgiving rock 
faces on one side of the road and steep drops on the other. 
The stages climb and fall and while most roads in Corsica 
have been resurfaced over the years, there are some 
sections on bumpy and broken asphalt.
 With 23 cars eligible for the headlining S2000 
category, the competition on the 56th running of Tour de 
Corse will be intense. In addition to Robert Kubica and 
Stéphane Sarrazin, a host of star drivers will be in the battle 
for victory on the fearsome island roads. Jan Kopecky is 
the ERC’s man of the moment with three wins out of three 
starts this year for Skoda Motorsport. Renowned as an 
asphalt specialist, Kopecky produced one of the drives of his 
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career in Corsica in 2012 as he closed 
on eventual winner Dani Sordo, who 
piloted the same MINI that Sarrazin 
will use this year.
 Other fi rm favourites for 
Corsica glory include one-time Rallye 
Monte-Carlo victor Bryan Bouffi er, 
rallying legend François Delecour and 

Peugeot Rally Academy’s rising star 
Craig Breen. Daniel Oliveira will fl y 
the colours of the Brazil World Rally 
Team on his Fiesta, while highly-
rated Frenchman Jérémi Ancian is 
the reigning Peugeot 207 one-make 
champion in his homeland.
 Jean-Mathieu Leandri is the 

highest-seeded Corsican driver while 
fellow islander Jean-Dominique Mattei 
will be back in action 12 months after 
fi re destroyed his car on this event. 
Meanwhile, Antonín Tlusťák will front 
the GPD Mit Metal Racing Team’s 
challenge for the prestigious European 
Rally Championship for Teams.



PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



Castrol Team Toyota’s Leeroy Poulter and Johnny 
Gemmell fi nished fi rst and second in the regional 
championship Ocean Basket Rally in Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa on Saturday to give the new Toyota Yaris 
S2000 rally car its fi rst ever victory anywhere in the 
world.
 Poulter and co-driver Elvene Coetzee won four of 
the seven special stages and team-mates Gemmell and 
Carolyn Swan won one. Third were Henk Lategan and Barry 
White in a Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo S2000.
 “This was not about winning a regional rally, this 
was an important opportunity for us to test the changes and 
improvements we’ve made to the rally Yaris in preparation 
for the next round of the South African rally championship, 
the Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally on May 31 and June 1,” said 
Castrol Toyota team principal Glyn Hall.
 “Winning this rally and fi nishing one-two ahead of 
the three factory Volkswagen Polos in their own backyard 
was a bonus. We needed to test the cars under proper racing 
conditions and the regional rally provided these.”
 Both Poulter, currently second in the South African 
Rally Championship, and Gemmell, who is sixth, were happy 
with their cars and reported that the new developments 
worked well.
 “There is a defi nite improvement in performance,” 
said Gemmell.
 Poulter was full of praise for the team. “This is a 
great result for the team who have worked really hard to 
get the brand new Yaris rally car to the level it’s at in just 
its third event. We’ve made great progress and this give 
us a lot of confi dence for the next round of the National 
Championship.”
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The Middle East Rally Championship’s (MERC) Jordan Rally this past The Middle East Rally Championship’s (MERC) Jordan Rally this past 
weekend saw a number of “close calls” on the stages due to the weekend saw a number of “close calls” on the stages due to the 
nature of the conditions.nature of the conditions.
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