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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Your insight into the world of rally!Your insight into the world of rally!

http://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://www.twitter.com/evan_rothman
mailto:evan.hhmag@gmail.com
feed://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com/feed/


Double World Rally Champion and Dakar Rally winner Carlos Sainz Double World Rally Champion and Dakar Rally winner Carlos Sainz 
has turned his attention from Volkswagen Motorsport’s Polo R WRC has turned his attention from Volkswagen Motorsport’s Polo R WRC 
programme to put together this Rallycross Polo. Unfortunately, this programme to put together this Rallycross Polo. Unfortunately, this 
car’s fi rst competitive outing was to be at the X Games Barcelona, car’s fi rst competitive outing was to be at the X Games Barcelona, 
but it was rained out. It is unclear when Sainz will contest an FIA but it was rained out. It is unclear when Sainz will contest an FIA 
RallycrossRX event in 2013, but we suspect at Loheac, France when RallycrossRX event in 2013, but we suspect at Loheac, France when 
Sebastien Loeb is due to take this series.Sebastien Loeb is due to take this series.
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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



Exciting plans for this year’s new-look Wales Rally GB, 
the UK’s season-ending round of the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC), were announced last Friday at a 
special event held at Venue Cymru in Llandudno.
 The move to a new base in North Wales was 
confi rmed last month; now event organiser International 
Motor Sports (IMS) has provided further details of a 
challenging new competitive route, the return of spectator 
stages aimed at delivering a full day’s top class family 
entertainment plus a more affordable and fl exible ticketing 
structure.
 From its new base in Deeside, Flintshire, the 2013 
Wales Rally GB will be won or lost over 24 competitive 
stages, more than half of which are either totally new or 
haven’t been featured in the World Championship since the 
Nineties. Adding to the challenge and spectacle the opening 
three timed sections on Thursday evening will take place in 
darkness – a move that will fi nd favour with the purists - as 
will the re-introduction of some classic Welsh forest stages in 
Snowdonia.
 Making the event more attractive to the wider 
audience now within easy visiting distance of the rally, both 
Saturday’s and Sunday’s schedule will include a family-
oriented ‘spectator stage’ designed to bring the breath-
taking action closer to the public. Details of these two very 
accessible venues will be confi rmed in the coming weeks.
 Providing a fi tting fi nale not just to Wales Rally GB 
but also to the entire 2013 FIA World Rally Championship, 
the event will reach its climax with a blast around the Great 
Orme early on Sunday afternoon.
 The details were announced at a special event at 
Venue Cymru, Llandudno, hosted by Andrew Coe, Chief 
Executive of IMS, with Welsh Economy Minister Edwina Hart.
 Coe also revealed a completely revised ticketing 
structure – the result of extensive customer research. Prices 
of adult admittance to individual forest stages has been 
reduced to £15 (from £20 in 2012) while Day Passes have 
been re-introduced providing multiple stage access for just 
£33. Moreover both tickets include a free programme priced 
at £7.50. IMS is also extending its ‘Kids for a Quid’ scheme 
providing those aged between 9-15 years old with a four-day 
ticket giving access to all 24 stages for just £1. Those aged 8 
and under are admitted free. These remaining tickets will go 
on sale on Friday 7 June.
 Sweet Lamb on Friday and the weekend’s two 
spectator stages will be designated RallyFest Stages 
providing day-long family entertainment for all ages. As well 
as seeing the WRC stars and cars in action twice, RallyFest 
Stages will include a big screen, catering village, public 
address commentary, special displays, a Rally Dome, on-
stage shows as well as other attractions. Individual tickets 
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WALES RALLY GB:WALES RALLY GB:
NEW ENERGYNEW ENERGY

for these RallyFest Stages are priced at £25 with signifi cant 
discounts available for families. The price for two adults and 
two children is £42 with an extra £1 for each additional child.
 “Following our key new agreement with the Welsh 
Government, we had three major objectives,” explained Coe. 
“We wanted to breathe fresh life into what’s always been one 
of the World’s great rallies; to create a fi tting fi nale to the 
FIA World Rally Championship and to offer fans what they 
wanted. I’m confi dent we have delivered on all three fronts.”
 “The new base in Deeside and North Wales has 
allowed us to put together what’s almost an entirely new 
event maximising some of the classic Welsh forest stages 
and introducing more family-friendly spectator stages. The 
re-introduction of night stages and the Great Orme will 
add to the challenge and spectacle while our totally revised 
ticketing policy offers increased fl exibility as well as real 
value for money. Britain has always staged one of the truly 
great rounds on the World Championship calendar and the 
new-look Wales Rally GB will enhance the event’s global 
reputation.“
  Coe also announced that two shorter National 

Rallies would run alongside Wales Rally GB offering amateur 
competitors the chance to compete on the same stages and 
use the same Service Park as the World Rally Championship 
contenders. Also that IMS was offering a special deal for UK 
crews keen to enter the main international event. Crews 
with British passports plus MSA competition licences will 
benefi t from a discounted £1500 entry fee, reduced from the 
standard £2600. This, on top of the previously announced 
‘Road to Wales’ initiative, which sees free entries to the 
international event being awarded to the leading drivers 
completing the MSA British Rally Championship, should 
guarantee attracting the best British crews back to the UK’s 
premier rally event in 2013.
 Minister for the Economy, Science and Transport 
Edwina Hart said the event could expect an enthusiastic 
welcome in North Wales.  She said: “The spectacular scenery 
and landscapes of North Wales and exciting challenges 
offered by the Welsh forests will provide the perfect 
backdrop for Wales Rally GB, we look forward to an exciting 
event this November.” H&H
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SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



Rally Whangarei marked the fi rst round of the Asia-
Pacifi c Rally Championship (APRC) and the second 
round of the New Zealand Rally Championship (NZRC). 
 The APRC is the only international rally event for 
New Zealand in 2013. It’s a great opportunity to showcase 
New Zealand to a global rallying audience, and for Kiwi 
spectators to get a taste of worldwide talent.

 The recent addition of Esapekka Lappi to the APRC 
made Rally Whangarei all the more spectacular. Lappi has 
dominated the rally scene in his native Finland, and is 
frequently claimed to be ‘faster than God.’ The weekend’s 
rally was Lappi’s fi rst time competing outside Europe; yet 
another reason to be excited!
 The weather was changeable in true Kiwi style: 
rain, fog, heavy winds and sunshine all featured at some 
point. Day One’s stages included Brooks, which features 
the spectacular Hella Bridge jump. The jump has provided 

Words: Chelsea Beckman
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great viewing for many years, and is well known as the 
location of Marcus Gronholm’s crash in the 2004 World Rally 
Championship event on here. As in other years, it drew 
some of the biggest crowds of the event.
 After Day One, in the APRC, Lappi fi nished fi rst with 
a time of 01hr 23min 13.6sec, with MRF team-mate Guarav 
Gill in second (+33.3sec), and Ben Hunt in third (+03m 
32.2sec). Kiwi David Holder went off the road 18km into 
SS1, forcing him to retire from the rally due to mechanical 
issues. Disappointingly, a gearbox failure also forced Claude 
Cavel to withdraw after SS5.
 In the NZRC, Paddon fi nished fi rst at 01hr 21min 
44.5sec, Sloan Cox second (+02m 25.6sec) and Richard 
Mason (+02min 46.8sec). Sadly, Emma Gilmour retired with 
a broken steering arm in SS3. Gilmour, debuting her Suzuki 
Swift Maxi, set respectable times prior to the issues. Alex 
Kelsey unfortunately also withdrew after SS1 with engine 
problems.

 The second day of the rally included the Wairere 
and Waipu Gorge stages; both favourites of rally drivers 
for the stunning roads and scenery. The rain managed to 
hold off until SS14, where I attempted and failed to stay 
dry under the time control tent. Drivers complained of the 
slippery conditions, yet all but one car made it through 
unscathed: Clinton Cunningham in the NZRC went off the 
road 13km into the stage and was consequently forced to 
retire.
 After rejoining the rally, more dramas ensued for 
both Gilmour and Kelsey. Gilmour broke a wheel in SS11, 
and later retired in the ultimate stage of the day, SS16. 
Kelsey retired in SS12 with suspension issues.
 After a strong performance throughout the rally, 
an error in the fi nal stage lost Sloan Cox third place and he 
dropped down to 16th overall. Cox’s efforts were impressive; 
he is a talented driver constantly testing the limits. Much 
like Evgeny Novikov, this often results in mistakes. Most 

Budding journalist Chelsea submitted this review to 
H&H. Follow her popular tweets via @chelseabeckman. 
She is an American born, raised in Singapore, and is 
currently living in NZ. She loves to travel and loves 
motorsport!
 Bringing this rally to a wider audience, 
Chelsea’s tweets kept fans informed and entertained. 
From Lappi’s rear-end to sideways Audi Quattro’s, her 
posts even included stage results. 
 Who’ll we feature for our next rally? E-mail us 
at evan.hhmag@gmail.com if you’re interested in writing 
for H&H on a rally near you!

Twitter #Rally: Chelsea’s Tweets
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notably, Cox had an ‘off’ during the Super Special stage of 
WRC Rally New Zealand 2012, taking out the timing vehicle. 
However, his performance is expected to improve and he will 
be interesting to follow!
 In the APRC, Japan’s Hiroshi Asakura went off the 
road 20km into SS12 which resulted in a retirement. A rear 
differential problem resulted in Gill losing a bit of time, but 
he managed second place overall.
 Although competing in different Championships, 
Paddon dominated Lappi’s stage times, beating him in all but 
two speed tests: the two runs of the Super Special Stage 
at Pohe Island. Paddon fi nished the rally overall by 03min 
29.9sec faster than Lappi. Lappi was at a disadvantage being 
fi rst on the road and in unfamiliar territory, yet Paddon’s 
performance is highly admirable. When these two talents 
meet in Rally Finland later this year, it will be interesting to 
see how they both perform with Lappi on home turf this time 

out.
 The next round of the APRC is Rallye de Nouvelle 
Caledonie on 15 - 16 June and the next NZRC round is the 
Daybreaker Rally on 29 June.

Final APRC Overall Classifi cation:
01) E. Lappi/J. Ferm
       Skoda Fabia S2000 - 02h 51.8s
02) G. Gill/G. Macneall
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 04m 03.2s
03) B. Hunt/T. Rawston
       Subaru Impreza WRX + 08m 34.0s
04) M. Van Tuinen/E. Kelly
       Subaru Impreza WRX + 12m 13.2s
05) J. Marston/M. Peden
       Ford Fiesta R2 + 16m 15.7s

Final NZRC Overall Classifi cation:
01) H. Paddon/J. Kennard
        Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX - 02h 47m 48.4s
02) R. Mason/S. Mason
        Subaru Impreza WRX + 04m 05.6s
03) C. West/C. Cobham
        Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 11m 43.8s
04) B. Hunt/T. Rawston
        Subaru Impreza WRX + 11m 57.5
05) M. Van Tuinen/E. Kelly
        Subaru Impreza WRX + 15m 06.2s
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Bryan Bouffi er has ended Jan Kopecky’s run of success 
in the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) with 
his maiden victory on last weekend’s Tour de Corse.
 It was a thrilling rally, from start to fi nish, with 
Craig Breen (Peugeot 207 S2000) setting the pace for the 
opening three stages before running off the road to damage 
his Team Sainteloc Peugeot. It dropped him to fourth place, 
and he man-handled his S2000 to the fi nish. Robert Kubica 
continued his brilliant form on Day One, and took the lead 
from Breen. Sadly, his Citroën DS3 RRC ran into mechanical 
problems that forced his retirement. It was also a rally 
that saw Kopecky and Bouffi er pout on a daring display of 
driving. The fi nal day of this iconic rally was where the fi nal 
leader board was decided and it carried the most action and 
drama. Inclement weather played havoc with tyre choices, 
and the damp and wet stretches of asphalt caught many 
unwary crews out. Some crews were hoping for rain, while 
others gambled on dry conditions. All was to play out on 
these fi nal few stages...
 Co-driven by fellow Frenchman Xavier Panseri in a 
Michelin-shod Peugeot 207 S2000, Bouffi er started the fi nal 
day 3.6sec behind Kopecky but powered ahead when the 
Skoda Motorsport pilot struggled in the slippery conditions 
on Day Two’s opening test. Bouffi er pulled further clear 
with a second stage win only for Kopecky to hit back with 
the fastest time on SS9 and cut Bouffi er’s lead to 10.7sec 
heading to service in Ajaccio with two stages remaining.
 There, Kopecky opted to fi t soft-compound Michelin 
tyres to his Fabia S2000 for the fi nal brace of stages in 
the mistaken belief that it would rain. Instead the hard 
compound rubber on Bouffi er’s 207 gave the Delta Rally 
driver the performance he craved as Kopecky lost time when 
his car dropped onto three cylinders on the fi nal stage.
 “To join the illustrious list of French drivers who 
have won Monte-Carlo and Corsica makes me very happy,” 
said Bouffi er, now a three-time ERC winner. “But I am also 
happy to win this event on French territory. Against some 
very strong opposition this is a signifi cant achievement.”
 Kopecky, who has increased his ERC title lead to 
37 points over Craig Breen, said: “I had no confi dence on 
the fi rst stage this morning so I reduced my speed. We took 
some time out of Bryan on SS9, but we took soft tyres for 
the fi nal stages thinking it would rain. Finally we had some 
problems with the engine and fi nished second, which is still 
not bad for the Championship.”
 Le Mans 24 Hours racer Stéphane Sarrazin marked 
his return to rallying for the fi rst time since last September 
by bringing his MINI John Cooper Works RRC home in a 
strong third following a close battle with Irishman Craig 
Breen. The Peugeot Rally Academy runner was third starting 
Day Two only to fall back to fourth when he slid into a 
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bridge parapet on SS7. Although the impact left his car 
with signifi cant damage, it didn’t make a big difference 
to his speed and he was back in third at the end of SS9. 
But Sarrazin proved too strong and while Breen settled for 
fourth, his performance earned him the prestigious Colin 
McRae ERC Flat Out Trophy.
 Rallying legend François Delecour, who only secured 
his drive last week, achieved his aim of a top-six fi nish in 
fi fth – 20 years after he won the event. His Munaretto Sport 
Peugeot 207 S2000 was back to full working order after a 
handful of problems slowed the 50-year-old Frenchman on 
Day One.
 Julien Maurin fi nished sixth with ERC Production Car 
Cup winner Andreas Aigner a fi ne seventh in his Yokohama-
shod Stohl Racing Subaru Impreza R4 STI. The Austrian 
was locked in a close fi ght with Renault’s Germain Bonnefi s 
all weekend, but pulled clear when Bonnefi s lost time with 
an incorrect tyre compound choice for the largely dry fi nal 
morning loop.
 Jean-Mathieu Leandri recovered from a late 
puncture to take eighth for Saintéloc Racing and the honour 
of being the top Corsican driver home after Jean-Marc 

Manzagol retired on SS9. Bonnefi s claimed ninth and top 
points for Renault Sport Technologies in the ERC Production 
Car Cup for Teams. Jean-Michel Raoux completed the top ten 
in a Delta Peugeot.
 Kornél Lukács was fi rst home in the ERC 2WD 
Championship after a puncture and an off wrecked long-time 
leader Pierre-Antoine Guglielmi’s hopes. Molly Taylor secured 
the ERC Ladies’ Trophy with a strong second in class with 
Vasily Gryazin third.
 Elsewhere, Antonín Tlusťák was the GPD Mit Metal 
Racing Team’s top fi nisher in 11th with team-mate Jaroslav 
Orsák one place behind. The result hands the Czech squad 
a comfortable lead in the European Rally Championship 
for Teams. Marco Tempestini was the leading Napoca 
Rally Academy driver home in 16th, but there was late 
disappointment for Daniel Oliveira, who went off the road on 
the fi nal stage when running in the top ten.
 Formula One racer winner Robert Kubica didn’t 
restart following the fuel pump failure that put him out on 
Day One’s SS5. The Pole said: “It’s a pity that we retired 
as I felt very good behind the wheel. I was in the lead 
without having done any mistakes and I am satisfi ed with 

this and our tyre choices, which were very complicated with 
the changing weather conditions. I was here to learn and 
although the rally was short for me I’ve got more important 
experience.” H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) B. Bouffi er/X. Panseri
       Peugeot 207 S2000 - 02h 41m 58.2s
02) J. Kopecky/P. Dresler
       Skoda Fabia S2000 + 39.8s
03) S. Sarrazin/J-J. Renucci
       MINI JCW S2000 + 01m 37.6s
04) C. Breen/P. Nagle
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 01m 40.8s
05) F. Delecour/D. Savignoni 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 25.0s
06) J. Maurin/N. Klinger 
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 03m 37.6s
07) A. Aigner/J. Heigl 
       Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 07m 53.9s
08) J-M. Leandri/R. Jamoul 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 08m 47.8s
09) G. Bonnefi s/O. Fournier 
       Renault Mégane RS + 09m 16.8s
10) J-M. Raoux/F. Mazotti 
       Peugeot 207 S2000 + 13m 54.3s
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PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



Pacenotes books, pencils and rallying are as 
intrinsically linked as Finns and ‘sisu.’ The cars 
become more and more technologically advanced, 
and it moves along as fast the World Rally Cars over 
jumps. However, co-drivers cling to their pacenotes 
books with religious fervour.
 Of course, personal preference plays a massive 
role in this. But, what if you would like to try a new style of 
recording your pacenotes and reading them to your driver?
 Apps are here to stay, and there is an app to do 
just about anything. iCodriver does exactly waht it says in 
its blurb: it converts your iPad into a tool you can use for 
writing and reading pacenotes.
 The app features a chronometer, countdown timer 
with a “next minute start” function and, for iPad models that 
support GPS location services, an odometer for remaining 
distance, automatic splits and on-map position plotting.
 Who is behind this app? Hernan Vargas Pena 
and Alberto Antebi conceptualised this product, co-driers 
themselves.
 How does this app work? You can even export 
your pacenotes via PDF for printing should you decide to 
use paper to read to your driver while in the car. It has 
undergone live event testing and has been used by a 
number of top level co-drivers in the international sport. It 
is backed up by Edge Mobile Ideas, a company on whose 
software banks, mobile and car manufacturers rely.
 It will not replace co-drivers, nor will it make co-
drivers better. It is aimed at making the job easier and more 
comfortable through technology.
 You can download a trial version for free from the 
iTunes App store here: http://bit.ly/185szSk.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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NEW TECH NEW TECH 
FOR RALLY:FOR RALLY:  
iCODRIVER iCODRIVER 
APP IS HERE APP IS HERE 
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Petter Solberg and his crazy Citroën DS3 Rallycross beast head to Petter Solberg and his crazy Citroën DS3 Rallycross beast head to 
Hungary for the FIA RallycrossRX event this weekend. More tyre Hungary for the FIA RallycrossRX event this weekend. More tyre 
smoking antics and head-to-head battles to be had. Solberg’s ever-smoking antics and head-to-head battles to be had. Solberg’s ever-
improving pace and form in this cutthroat series sees him enter this improving pace and form in this cutthroat series sees him enter this 
weekend as one of the fi rm favourites for victory!weekend as one of the fi rm favourites for victory!
Picture: Petter Solberg.Picture: Petter Solberg.
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