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START RAMPRAMP

n. motorsport. A start ramp serves as the ceremonial start of 

a rally, and gives fans a chance to see their rally heroes be-

ing interviewed before driving over the podium and onto the 

fi rst special stage.



After an intensive few months of preparation at its 
Alzenau headquarters, Hyundai Motorsport has taken 
the i20 WRC out of the workshop and onto the road at 
the start of its testing programme.
 The latest specifi cation of the Hyundai i20 WRC ran 
for the fi rst time during a positive shakedown on a private 
testing ground in mid-May. With the aim of checking the 
car’s systems as the team ramps up its test schedule ahead 
of an entry in the FIA World Rally Championship in 2014, 
Hyundai Motorsport’s technical team completed the roll-out 
without encountering any particular issues.
 This shakedown was followed last week with 
the fi rst comprehensive testing session where the team 
started working on different set-up solutions and gathered 
valuable data which will be analysed by engineers back at 
the Hyundai Motorsport facility in Alzenau. While all key 
areas of the car’s performance were evaluated, there was a 
major focus on collecting feedback on the i20 WRC’s 1.6 litre 
turbocharged engine as part of the continuing development 
programme for the powertrain.
 A total of 550km covered over the three days has 
enabled the team to start building the knowledge base of 
testing data from which to prepare its entry to the WRC in 
eight months’ time.
 With an ambitious target to meet in a short period 
of time, the intensive testing programme is intended to 
ensure that Hyundai Motorsport arrives at Rallye Monte-
Carlo in January fully prepared for the challenge. The 
programme will continue for the rest of the year and will 
involve the assessment and development of the i20 WRC 
in all of the terrains and conditions expected in World Rally 
Championship.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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SERVICE  PARKPARK
n. motorsport. The main operational base for all the teams, in which 

all checks, maintenance and running repairs to the cars must be 

carried out subject to strict time limits.



LV RALLY TALSI:LV RALLY TALSI:  
THE DANDELION THE DANDELION 
CHAMPIONS ‘13CHAMPIONS ‘13



The Latvian Summer rally season traditionally begins 
in May when small yellow blossoms of dandelions 
sprout everywhere, and that’s how this fi rst gravel 
rally of the season, the Rally Talsi, is remembered.
 This year, the global economic crisis has 
unfortunately fi nally come to the Baltic rallies: almost half of 
the crews on Entry List are foreign guests, and some of last 
year’s champions aren’t even driving this year. This is more 
sad for the fact that amongst those not competing are the 
fastest drivers and cars...
 But, Rally Talsi this year was a great festival of 
rallying anyway. As with the last fi ve years, the Champion 
of Champions was also crowned. This year, for the Cup 
of Champions, the fi ght was fought between four crews: 
reigning Lithuanian Group N Champion Dominykas Butvilas, 
Estonian Champion Rainer Aus, Russian Cup winner in 2012 
Grigory Tregubov and Slovakian Group N Champion Tomašs 
Ondrey. By the way, for these Slovakian guests, this was 

Words: Liga Stirna
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their very fi rst gravel rally. Unfortunately, their debut wasn’t 
successful, as their white Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX came 
crawling and bleeding oil to the fi nish of SS2.
 The main fi ght in the Cup of Champions was 
between Butvilas and Aus. Until the very last stage, the 
leader was Estonian Aus but then in SS12 he suffered a 
puncture and lost valuable minutes to Butvilas who then 
took over the lead and the won.
 In Rally Talsi’s overall leader board there were also 
dramas, mistakes, crashes and plent of emotions. Even 
before one of Latvia’s fastest circuit racing drivers, Haralds 
Šlēgelmilhs, decided to try rallying - like Robert Kubica and 
Kimi Raikkonen - intense tests before rallies and in a Skoda 
Fabia S2000, Haralds posted results in events. After the 
very fi rst stage though, Haralds was in 52nd place. On Day 
Two he started in 22nd position; great progress! He took full 
advantage of his tarmac experience in the city Super Special 
Stage, but the asphalt caught him out at the end though. On 
last stage, where a gravel road ran into a small village, the 

tarmac was very dirty from the previous cars and Haralds 
didn’t take that in consideration and rolled his Fabia.
 Then there was last stage drama for the overall 
rally leaders too. Fast, attractive and daring, like always, 
was Russian Alexey Lukyanuk who took the lead with just 
a few seconds ahead of Estonian Ott Tanak... Before SS12, 
Lukyanuk lead by 7.53 seconds. There is an infamous jump 
at the very beginning of the fi nal stage, and this year it’s 
victim was Lukyanuk. The Russian could fi nish the event, but 
second from last, just before another unlucky crew, Rainer 
Aus. Cruising to the fi nish, Tanak let Dominykas Butvilas win 
the stage and and Tanak claimed the overall win in Rally Talsi 
2013.
 P.S. As I mentioned earlier, the economic crisis has 
come to Latvian rallying, but it hasn’t affected the passion 
of the spectators: at most famous spot of Rally Talsi, the 
Sukturi jumps, while driving to the stage we observed 
around 3km of spectators cars: rallying is still Number One 
here! H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) O. Tänak/M. Järveoja
     Subaru Impreza (N4) - 01hr 00m 53.62s
02) T. Kõrge/E. Pints
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX (N4) + 26.90s
03) R. Kisiels/A. Ronis
      Mitsubishi Lancer WRC (A+) + 31.40s
04) M. Svilis/I. Pūķis
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VIII (A+) + 01m 06.13s
05) D. Butvilas/R. Vaitkevičius
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X (R4) + 01m 09.56s
06) V. Švedas/Ž. Sakalauskas
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X (R4) + 01m 15.88s
07) J. Vorobjovs/A. Žeibe
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX (N4) + 01m 15.91s
08) A. Egle/A. Dauga
       Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X (N4) + 01m 53.40s
09) S. Travnikov/A. Kurnosov
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX (R4) + 02m 21.58s
10) J. Berķis/E. Čeporjus
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VIII (A+) + 03m 27.48s



North America’s best rally teams return to the Waste 
Management Susquehannock Trail Performance Rally, 
presented by Citizen’s & Northern Bank, (STPR) 
for the fourth round of the Rally American National 
Championship in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania on this 
weekend.
 The STPR Rally is the longest and oldest 
continuously running stage rally in the continental U.S. and 
will feature two full days of racing near Wellsboro, Penn and 
at the Tioga County Fairground super special stages. The 
event will cover over 160km of competition roads, and fans 
will get plenty of opportunities to meet their favorite drivers 
and watch all the action.
 STPR regularly draws the top rally teams from the 
United States, Canada and abroad who enjoy putting their 
skills to the extreme test of performance rally. Competitors 
from the worldwide professional rally community are also 
found at this premier event.
 Current Rally America National Championship points 
leaders David Higgins/Craig Drew are fresh from winning the 
last two rounds at the 100 Acre Wood Rally and Oregon Trail 
Rally. The duo seek to extend their win streak at STPR as 
they attempt to lock up their third Rally America title.
 Internet gymkhana sensation and Hoonigan Racing 
driver Ken Block and co-driver Alex Gelsomino claimed 
second place in the standings following the last round and 
are expected to push hard at STPR to make ground on 
Higgins.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Aaron Kathman

RA STPR RALLY:RA STPR RALLY:
HIGGINS VS BLOCKHIGGINS VS BLOCK

 Indonesian newcomer, Rifat Sungkar, impressed in 
his America debut at the Oregon Trail Rally by taking third 
place overall. Sungkar confi rmed that he will stay in his 
Open Class Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X and will be an instant 
podium contender despite never having raced at STPR 
before.
 The STPR Rally will prove to be a redefi ning event 
for the Super Production Class teams. Current class leaders 
Evan Cline/Jake Blattner will not contest the event which 
leaves their position vulnerable to second place David 
Sterckx/Karen Jankowski. Sterckx has recently gained 
momentum after winning the class at the Oregon Trail Rally, 
and a win at STPR could give Sterckx his fi rst ever Class 
lead.
 The Two-Wheel Drive Class (2WD) was dominated 
by Scion Racing’s Andrew Comrie-Picard/Jeremy Wimpey 
at the beginning of the season, but Australian newcomers 
Brendan Reeves/Rhianon Smyth snatched the Class win at 

the Oregon Trail Rally. Reeves impressed by winning with a 3 
minute buffer over second place fi nisher Dillon Van Way and 
placed fi fth overall.
 Comrie-Picard continues to lead the 2WD standings 
and managed to overcome a number of mechanical 
problems to place third at Oregon, but he is most certainly 
eyeing STPR to reestablish his dominance for a hard push to 
potentially secure his fi rst 2WD title.
 Behind Comrie-Picard more 2WD drivers are in 
position to leap-frog over each other as only second place 
through fourth place is separated by a spread of four points. 
Unfortunately, 2012 Rookie of the Year’s Edward McNelly 
plans to skip STPR in favor of the next round, the New 
England Forest Rally, leaving fellow rivals Chris Greenhouse 
and Dillon Van Way an opportunity to add more valuable 
points. H&H



With the dust literally and fi guratively settled on the 
MSA British Rally Championship’s fi rst round, it is time 
to leave the forest gravel for the asphalt of the Jim 
Clark Rally this weekend. Big brakes and Pirelli slicks 
fi tted, suspension stiffened; all that’s needed are the 
closed roads of the Scottish Borders. Bring on the 
black stuff!
 The Jim Clark Rally is unique on the British 
mainland as the only closed public road rally and as such 
holds challenges peculiar to driving fl at-out on roads that 
are usually used by locals to go about their daily business.
 In what is shaping up to be a vintage BRC season, 
sole Morris Lubricants DMS team representatives Tom Cave 
and fellow Welshman Ieuan Thomas are a new pairing for 
2013, but they have already proved their mettle with a 
podium spot on the Pirelli RBF Rally. And with a second place 
in a Citroën DS3 on last year’s Jim Clark Rally, they must 
surely be in a position to fi nish atop the podium at the end 
of this weekend.
 But Round One runners-up, DGM Sport duo Alastair 
Fisher and Gordon Noble, will have other ideas. Although 
the 24-year-old has missed the last two Jim Clark Rallies, he 
was second in 2010 and has been keeping match-fi t in the 
WRC-3 at the wheel of a Citroën DS3 R3T.
 Someone who probably wishes, more than most, 
that the opening round in Wales hadn’t been called-off 
is Championship leader Jukka Korhonen. He and Mark 
Salminen would dearly have liked to post a couple of wins 
ahead of the move to asphalt, but one will have to suffi ce as 
they hold their breath on the unfamiliar surface.
 BRC stalwart of seven years, Jonny Greer is back 
together with Jonny Hart and as long ago as 2008 they 
proved capable of mixing it with the best on the Jim Clark 
lanes. More than capable of fi nishing on the podium, a BRC 
win has always eluded the Belfast man. But in a year when 
the competition is so hot, he showed that the podium is 
never far away with fourth in Kielder.
 More than Scottish pride is at stake from the 
next driver as Mull’s John MacCrone joins with former 
BRC champion co-driver Phil Pugh again in a bid for the 
BRC Teams Championship. Driving their Culina Palletforce 
Racing DS3, a puncture put paid for an outright charge 
in Kielder, but MacCrone’s experience of the Isle of Mull’s 
fi ercely tricky stages could mean an upset at the front in the 
Borders. Their team-mates Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead 
ended their 2012 Jim Clark Rally with damaged suspension 
and were frustrated on the Pirelli. But they were the third 
quickest two-wheel drive in 2011, so should go well on the 
asphalt.
 The Pirelli Star Driver scheme has already provided 
one World Rally Champion, albeit the WRC Academy. But 

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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RALLY:RALLY: BRING ON  BRING ON 
THE BLACK STUFFTHE BLACK STUFF

this year’s Star Driver Mark Donnelly’s 
determination coupled with an easy-
going demeanour could see him on 
his way too. A heavy landing caught 
the DGM Sport crew out last time, but 
the Jim Clark should see him and Dai 
Roberts go well.
 Local driver Garry Pearson 
has graduated to the BRC’s RallyTwo 
Championship, leaving the door open 
for a fresh batch of under 23-year-olds 
to fi ght it out for the MSA title.

 The Jim Clark Rally returns 
to its now traditional Duns ceremonial 
start from 18h30 on Friday 31 May 
followed by a 1.9km stage through the 
town centre. The crews then take on 
Abbey St Bathans, a 25.6km stage that 
often sets the tone for the remainder 
of the rally and is then followed by 
the new Tweedside stage. This loop 
is repeated on Friday, competitors 
restarting from Kelso at 8am on 
Saturday 1 June after an unlimited 

overnight service halt.
 Saturday’s fi rst two stages 
take place early, the cars returning to 
Kelso Racecourse for a quick service, 
before tackling a loop of three including 
the return of the 3.3km Langton stage 
with its famous watersplash. All fi ve 
stages are repeated before the fi nish 
celebrations back in Kelso from 17h30 
to conclude the event. H&H



The Rally of the Gods. This is not another mamoth 
tussle between the French Sebastiens, but is Round 
Six of the 2013 World Rally Championship (WRC).
 An iconic event, the Acropolis Rally of Greece has 
counted to the WRC since the series’ creation in 1973. It is 
a rally highly anticipated by both competitors and fans for 
the rough gravel stages and high summer temperatures. If 
crews were playing it safe in Argentina, the roads in Greece 
are as rough and punishing as the South American event. 
What that means for fans: close competition!
 The rally is based in the coastal resort of Loutraki, 
90km from the country’s capital city Athens. This is actually 
the shortest event of the calendar, as organisers lopped off 
100 stage kilometres and reduced the number of competitive 
days by one.
 After the Qualifying Stage (a 6.05km test) on 
Friday morning, competitors head to Athens and the famous 
Zappion site for the Ceremonial Start. Who will top eht 
time sheets? With Volkswagen Motorsport undertaking a 
comprehensive pre-event test, and Jari-Matti Latvala coming 
on form, it might just be the Finn’s turn to shine for the 
German team. Besides Latvala, Mads Ostberg for Qatar 
M-Sport World Rally Team and the current WRC points leader 
Sebastien Ogier... It will be a game of tactics to select the 
best possible start order, so these drivers will need to post 
the fastest Qualifying time.
 SS1 is the longest of the rally, and it 47km long. 
SS2 is a late-night run of the Kineta stage. Saturday’s 
itinerary consists of eight speed tests, and there is only one 
30 minute service in Loutraki. Sunday is a slightly more 
tame affair with just four stages. The event concludes with 
the repeat of the 30km Loutraki test, which forms this year’s 
Acropolis Power Stage.
 The most sensible bet for the win this weekend 
would be Sebastien Ogier. The Volkswagen Polo R WRC 
driver won this in 2011 and will be the most likely to repeat 
this feat again. What’s more, is that a new handbrake 
system that is quicker at releasing drive to the front wheels 
should also help Ogier and Latvala. No more excuses from 
the Frenchman as was the case in Argentina last time out...
 Also in the running for a podium position, will be 
Citroën’s two driver Mikko Hirvonen and Dani Sordo. Sordo 
is not as familiar with the stages as his rivals, after missing 
out on the event in 2012, but he is a force to be reckoned 
with regardless.
 For fans of the Blue Oval, Qatar M-Sport World Rally 
Team’s Mads Ostberg and Evgeny Novikov will be out to 
cause an upset.
 The WRC Acropolis Rally of Greece is one of the 
more exciting events on the calendar, with unpredictability 
its trump card. The leader board can change in a turn.

Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Picture: WorldRallyPics
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WRC ACROPOLIS RALLY: WRC ACROPOLIS RALLY: 
ROUGH AND READYROUGH AND READY



From the sugarcane fi elds of KwaZulu-Natal and the 
rolling hills of forested lands in Mpumalanga, the third 
round of the 2013 South African Rally Championship 
brings the sport’s most talented stars to our country’s 
economic hub.
 The mielie fi elds and dusty high-speed gravel 
roads in the Bapsfontein region of Gauteng produces close 
rally action throughout the racing fi eld, and it makes for a 
spectator’s paradise as stages are grouped together to make 
multiple stage spectating possible.
 The Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally will be held on 
Friday 31 May and Saturday 01 June, starting at the Toyota 
Parts Distribution Warehouse off Alaska Road, Boksburg on 
Friday at 10h40 and concludes at the RallyStar Motorsport 
Academy near Bapsfontein on Saturday afternoon at 16h00 
with the event’s prize-giving ceremony.
 Competitors will tackle 10 timed special stages over 
180km of the best rally roads in Gauteng. The event also 
comprises of two Super Special Stages, both at the RallyStar 
Motorsport Academy.
 Action will be spilt over the two days of competition 
with fi ve stages each in close proximity to the RallyStar 
Motorsport Academy. Day One’s action concludes at 16h00 
after the traditional Super Special Stage at the exciting 
Academy gravel road course, and it will restart on Day Two 
from the Toyota Parts Distribution Warehouse at 08h00 on 
Saturday morning before heading to the gravel stages near 
the RallyStar Motorsport Academy once more.
 At the head of the Drivers’ and Co-Drivers’ 
Championships are the reigning Champions Mark Cronje 
and Robin Houghton (Ford Fiesta S2000), with Team 
TOTAL’s Jean-Pierre Damseaux and Hilton Auffray (Team 
TOTAL Toyota Auris S2000) in fourth place overall on the 
Drivers and Co-Drivers Championship and are tied for the 
Championship lead in the Class S2000 Challenge title with 
Gugu Zulu/Carl Peskin (Volkswagen Polo Vivo S2000).
 With the Volkswagen factory rally team and the 
Toyota Motorsport factory team in action in the Eastern Cape 
earlier this month for a regional event to put their new rally 
machines through their paces in preparation for this event, 
it will be intriguing to follow their progress as they both hunt 
for victory over the fast Ford pairings. The South African 
rally scene has never been so impressive before!
 Team TOTAL is the largest privateer rally squad 
contesting the 2013 South African Rally Championship, and 
its three-car entry into this competitive series comprises 
of Jean-Pierre Damseaux/Hilton Auffray (car number #5), 
Mohammed Moosa/Andre Vermeulen (car number #15) and 
Craig Trott/Janine Lourens (car number #61). Damseaux 
and Moosa compete in identical Toyota Auris S2000 
machines in the ultra-competitive Class S2000 Challenge, 
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while Trott fl ies the TOTAL South Africa fl ag in Class S1600 
and the Two Wheel Drive Championship.
 In last year’s edition of this event, Damseaux 
recorded third place overall in what was a three-way fi ght 
for the overall victory. On the fi nal stage of the event, the 
rally’s top three fi nished just 11.8 seconds apart. This year 
Damseaux aims to repeat that feat and score as many 
Championship points as possible.
 The mist and heavy rains that plagued the Sasol 
Rally, the previous round of this year’s series, was a battle 
for survival and not an event for fi ghting for victory for 
the Somerset West-based crew. At the end of the two 
days of demanding competition, his Team TOTAL Toyota 
Aurius S2000 rally car’s engine was in its death throes and 
Damseaux did well to nurse it to the fi nish while collecting 
valuable Championship points in the process. This event will 
see Damseaux and his rally machine ready to take on the 
ten stages with the aggression and determination that has 
characterized his rally career thus far.
 Mohammed Moosa is most certainly on a charge 
in 2013, and has taken the fi ght to his rivals. He has set a 
string of top ten stage times in the two events in 2013, has 

fought his way up the leader board from early event niggles 
to push his way into third place overall in the Class S2000 
Challenge Championship fi ght.
 The Tzaneen-based entrepreneur is the proverbial 
“dark horse” going into this event, with rivals (and his team-
mate) watching his every move. With electrifying pace, 
ever-improving reliability of his Team TOTAL Toyota Auris 
S2000 and the dogged determination that saw him feature 
as one of the strongest fi nishers in the Sasol Rally last 
month and the TOTAL Rally in March 2013, he will be looking 
for all three elements to come together next weekend to set 
the rally stages alight with his performance. Come watch 
him and co-driver Vermeulen fl y through the air of the 
motocross-style jump in the Super Special Stages at the 
RallyStar Motorsport Academy!
 Craig Trott is eight-times Class Champion in 
the South African National Rally Championship, and that 
experience and skill means that his rivals regard Trott as 
“Mister Consistency.” Currently fi fth overall in the Class 
S1600 Championship points leader board for two-wheel drive 
rally cars, Trott’s speed was defl ated with no less than three 
punctures in two stages alone in last month’s Sasol Rally. 

This upcoming Toyota Gauteng Dealer Rally will see the 
Durban businessman looking to set his 2013 Championship 
title ambitions right, and that will mean he and co-driver 
Janine Lourens will be hunting for a podium performance.
 Team TOTAL has chosen the Leopard Conservation 
Project as their social responsibility and has joined forces 
to raise awareness of the plight of these elusive predators. 
The Leopard Conservation Project was created 14 years ago 
to capture, rehabilitate and release rescued leopards from 
poaching, poisoning, trapping and over-hunting in southern 
Africa, and the Project has expanded its role from primarily 
rescuing these big cats to researching their behaviour and 
protecting their future population growth through science.
 Team TOTAL is the only rally team to actively 
support an initiative of this kind in South Africa. For more 
information on the Leopard Conservation Project, please visit 
their website at http://www.leopardcon.co.za.
 For more information on Team TOTAL, please 
visit http://www.total.co.za. Follow TOTAL South Africa on 
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/TotalSouthAfrica and 
on Twitter at http://twitter.com/TotalSAfrica. H&H



PARC  FERMEFERME
n. motorsport. A secure car park where competing 

cars must be left, and where no maintenance, repairs, 

or enhancements may be performed.



This past weekend saw Formula One fans in Monaco 
were entertained by World Rally Championship stars. 
In the Mobil Porsche Supercup, a support race series 
for Formula One, hosted Sebastien Loeb in a Porsche 
AG 911 GT3 Cup car. Volkswagen Motorsport didn’t 
want to be left out of the fun, and entered Sebastien 
Ogier too.
 The racing weekend in Monaco, where the sport’s 
media fl ocked to, was an exciting one of mini-battles 
between these two French stars. Of course, neither would 
admit it but this was clear to see for all.
 In the practice sessions, both were shadowing one 
another while keeping a distance. And, in Qualifying, in 
Ogier’s fi rst ever Porsche Supercup event, he outpaced Loeb!
 The battle of the Sebs was in top gear, with Ogier 
three places ahead of Loeb on the start grid. Try as he 
might, the narrow street circuit in Monaco doesn’t lend 
itself to overtaking. Ogier and Loeb stayed in formation, 
with Ogier fi nishing an impressive 13th out of 26 in his 
race racetrack debut. Loeb fi nished in 16th, after a fi ght for 
position.
 “Driving in the Porsche Supercup here in Monaco 
was a fantastic experience,” said Ogier. “I am very grateful 
that I was able to fulfi l this dream, thanks to the support of 
Porsche, TAG Heuer and Volkswagen. It was very special for 
me to experience Monaco from a non-rallying perspective. 
I am very happy now, and looking forward to the Rally 
Greece.”
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This action photo is from the Rally Talsi taken by Kriss Karnitis, This action photo is from the Rally Talsi taken by Kriss Karnitis, 
capturing the essence of rallying. Dominykas Butvilas is Lithuanian capturing the essence of rallying. Dominykas Butvilas is Lithuanian 
Group N Champion, and it is easy to see why from his aggressive Group N Champion, and it is easy to see why from his aggressive 
style.style.
Picture: Kriss Karnitis exclusively for H&HPicture: Kriss Karnitis exclusively for H&H

CLOSINGCLOSING  SHOTSHOT
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