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FAST, FASTER, FASTEST…FIESTA! 

Ford’s Fiesta R2 is doing exactly what it set out to do: bring 

new blood into the sport, and you too could join the growing 

ranks of drivers who are going this route! As an official R2 

reseller, ATS is proud to represent M-Sport in South Africa.  

The latest rally converts thanks to the Fiesta R2 programme are track star Ernie van der Walt and 

late-starting karter Lourens van Rensburg, who both had their first taste of a National Championship 

event on the recent VW Rally. They gave a good account of themselves on debut; especially 

considering Van der Walt had never even been on a rally, never mind having driven a rally car, while 

Van Rensburg had just two regional events behind him.  

Over 200 R2 kits have been sold world-wide, and their FIA homologated status means they can be 

rallied and sold in a number of international markets. But the true beauty of the R2 is that any Fiesta 

1,6-litre built since September 2008 can be used as a donor car and upgraded to a pukka rally 

machine thanks to a comprehensive kit; complete with hydraulic handbrake, sequential gearbox, 

competition ECU with flat shift function, welded steel multipoint rollcage and much, much more.  

We recently sold a kit to build yet another car, which will be ready for the Ford Dealer Rally. If that’s 

the case, all five R2s will be in action come mid-August. Even if you place your R2 order now it’s very 

unlikely you’ll be on the start ramp on August 16, but you could be ready in time for the next 

national come mid-September… 

If you’re interested in kick-starting you rally career, talk to Kobus Roos on 

011 670 8400/082 905 9172 or e-mail kobus@ats-motorsport.co.za; or 

check out www.fiestaR2.co.za 
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To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Your insight into the world of rally!Your insight into the world of rally!
INSIDEINSIDE
THIS WEEK

05 • WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland preview
07 • ERC Sibiu Rally review

11 • Rally America’s NEFR review
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Porsche ruled in the iconic Dakar Race, back when it took place Porsche ruled in the iconic Dakar Race, back when it took place 
on the African continent in the 1980s. Here’s René Metge/on the African continent in the 1980s. Here’s René Metge/
Dominique Lemoyne racing to victory in the Porsche 911 (953 Dominique Lemoyne racing to victory in the Porsche 911 (953 
variant, also known as the 911 SC/RS 4x4) in the 1984 edition.variant, also known as the 911 SC/RS 4x4) in the 1984 edition.
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F1 IN THE FOREST: 2013 TO SEE F1 IN THE FOREST: 2013 TO SEE 
FINNISH OR FRENCH WINNER?FINNISH OR FRENCH WINNER?

The world’s most watched rally, the world’s most 
revered rally stages, the world’s most congested 
spectator points: welcome to the World Rally 
Championship’s Neste Oil Rally Finland...
 Every rally driver worth his salt dreams of 
competing on these stages. Every rally fan looks eagerly 
ahead to the event months’ in advance. And, this year’s 

edition of the “Rally of the 1,000 Lakes” promises to be 
a hotly contested one for the overall victory, with no less 
than four crews all with a hand on that winner’s trophy 
already. Sebastien Ogier and Jari-Matti Latvala (both from 
Volkswagen Motorsport), Mikko Hirvonen (Citroën Total 
World Rally Team) and Mads Ostberg (Qatar World Rally 
Team) hungrily desire the victory at the “F1 in the Forest” 

this weekend.
 The story of the WRC Neste Oil Rally Finland began 
the day the previous round of the WRC concluded: the WRC 
Rally Italy - Sardinia saw Ogier and his Championship rivals  
immediately begin work in earnest on this week’s event, 
and the factory teams have been camped in Jyvaskyla since 
middle of July to conduct extensive testing on this unique 



and iconic gravel rally.
 M-Sport has drafted Juho Hanninen into its squad 
for this event, and the Finn is no stranger to this neck of 
the woods. Kris Meeke will do duty in a Citroën DS3 WRC 
for Abu Dhabi Citroën World Rally Team. M-Sport has had 
Ostberg put in hundreds of test kilometres, as has Citroën 
with Dani Sordo, Meeke and Hirvonen. However, this pales 
into signifi cance with the near 1,000km of testing Ogier 
has reportedly put his Volkswagen Polo R WRC through 
in the past week... The Volkswagen’s light nose has even 
been revised so that the car jumps and lands better, with 
the ECU re-mapped that the car won’t suffer at maximum 

revs for unnecessary split seconds while fl ying over jumps. 
The Germans are taking this event very seriously, and it is 
this level of dedication that will spur Ogier and team-mate 
Latvala to strive for a one-two this weekend.
 What awaits the crews? A slightly damp surface 
during recce, a grippy qualifi cation and overnight dampness. 
The event comprises of 23 timed stages over three days, 
starting on Thursday afternoon at 12h15 for Himos 1 and 
concluding on Saturday evenign at 17h40 with the Power 
Stage. The rally will be contested over 322.44km, and it 
will see every kilometre a hard-fought one for the overall 
standings. the Power Stage, known as Painaa is translated 

as “Push Hard” - how very apt!
 Scandinavians have famously dominated this event. 
However, in recent years only Sebastien Loeb was able to 
break that winning streak. The last two years have seen 
Loeb on the top step, but of course he no participating in 
2013. In fact, in the last twenty years Loeb was the only 
non-Scandinavian to have won this event. Will Ogier add his 
name to the list, or will Latvala (winner in 2010) bring that 
prestigious honour back to Finland?
 Place your bets, Ladies and Gentleman, and prepare 
for an all-out battle in Finland’s forests this weekend! H&H
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The second half has started. Eyes and aims now shift 
towards the Championship trophies. The European 
Rally Championship is hotting up, especially with 
Jan Kopecky and Pavel Dresler (Skoda Fabia S2000) 
taking victory in this past weekend’s Sibiu Rally. This 
was the pair’s fourth win of the season.
 Romania’s biggest rally was a mixed-surface 
spectacular and attracted huge numbers of spectators, 
while throwing up some serious competition thanks to three 
different leaders, as well as plenty of on-stage drama.
 François Delecour (Peugeot 207 S2000), the 
rallying legend and reigning Romanian champion, set the 
pace on Day One’s opening stage only to slip behind Bryan 
Bouffi er (Peugeot 207 S2000) at the completion of the 

next stage when his fellow Frenchman outgunned him as a 
powersteering glitch slowed Kopecký. But following repairs 
at service in Sibiu, Kopecký hit back with the fastest time 
through SS3.
 Bouffi er’s bid was over on the next test when 
a broken suspension mount triggered a succession of 
mechanical failures on his Peugeot. With Delecour easing his 
pace due to an overheating engine - the result of a water 
leak - Kopecký moved in front for the fi rst time. The Czech 
then extended his advantage by going quickest on SS5 
and the all-asphalt sixth stage. But he had no answer to 
Delecour on the fi nal test of the day, which the 50-year-old 
won by 10.6 seconds to narrow Kopecký’s lead starting Day 
Two’s fi nal leg of seven stages to 15.4 seconds.

 By winning Day Two’s fi rst stage, the all-asphalt 
Sadu test, Kopecký was able to gradually pull clear as 
Delecour focused on preserving his Romanian championship 
lead following a scare when a broken front-right shock 
absorber on his Peugeot caused a puncture nearing the 
fi nish of the mixed-surface Șanta Max test. But there were 
no such problems for Kopecký, who drove without error in 
his Fabia S2000 to complete a lockout of Day Two stage wins 
on his debut on the demanding event.
 “I’m really happy we got this opportunity from 
Skoda to be here and take my second win on gravel,” said 
the ERC title leader. “It was a really tough event: the hot 
weather was not such a problem but there were a lot of 
rocks and loose stones on the stages and you had to use 



your head to decide when and where to push. I was enjoying 
a big battle with Bryan and François until they had problems 
but this is motorsport and this can happen.”
 Behind Delecour, Toshi Arai battled a stomach upset 
to top the FIA ERC Production Car Cup classifi cation in third 
overall with a Stohl Racing Subaru Impreza R4 STI, which 
marked tyre fi rm Yokohama’s fi rst podium in this year’s ERC. 
Napoca Rally Academy’s Marco Tempestini fi nished a fi ne 
fourth with Dávid Botka recovering from a broken turbo to 
take fi fth.
 Vali Porcisteanu overcame a succession of 
mechanical failures to fi nish sixth in a Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution X. The Romanian driver’s rapid stage times and 
heroics in driving through two stages with broken suspension 
earned him the Colin McRae ERC Flat Out Trophy.
 Sebastian Barbu, in a Citroën DS3 R3T, beat Renault 
Clio R3 driver Alex Filip to the ERC 2WD Championship win 

by outpacing his rival on the very last stage. Points leader 
Zoltan Bessenyey fought back to fi nish sixth in his Eurosol-
Honda Civic Type R following a time-consuming puncture 
and broken exhaust on SS2. Title rival and fellow Hungarian 
Kornél Lukács dropped out of contention with a throttle valve 
issue on Day One’s afternoon loop of stages while leading 
the category.
 Molly Taylor clinched the ERC Ladies’ Trophy 
following a controlled display in her United Business Rally 
Team Citroën. Ekaterina Stratieva crashed into retirement on 
SS2.
 Edwin Keleti and Dan Girtofan started Day Two 
locked in a close battle to be the top Romanian fi nisher in 
third overall, but both hit trouble. Girtofan stopped on SS9 
with a rear hub failure while a suspected front suspension 
fault ended Keleti’s hopes three stages later.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) J. Kopecky/P. Dresler 
      Skoda Fabia 2000 - 02h 18m 07.8s
02) F. Delecour/D. Savignoni 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 03m 12.8s
03) T. Arai/A. McLoughlin 
      Subaru Impreza R4 STI + 06m 03.6s
04) M. Tempestini/L. Baggio 
      Skoda Fabia 2000 + 07m 33.1s
05) D. Botka/P. Mihalik 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX R4 + 07m 48.3s
06) V. Porcisteanu/D. Dobre
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 08m 39.8s
07) J. Orsák/L. Kostka 
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo IX R4 + 09m 15.6s
08) J. Puskádi/B. Gódor 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 09m 59.4s
09) A. Tlusťák/J. Škaloud
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 11m 39.1s
10) S. Barbu/H. Baltador 
      Citroën DS3 R3T + 18m 33.0s

H&H



Words: Handbrakes & Hairpins
Pictures: Neil McDaid, Lars Grange.

BLOCK TAKES BLOCK TAKES 
SECOND WIN SECOND WIN 

OF 2013OF 2013

Hoonigan Racing’s Ken Block and Alex Gelsomino 
won their fi rst New England Forest Rally (NEFR) this 
past weekend. Round Five of the 2013 Rally America 
National Championship was headquartered in Newry, 
Maine, and it boasted a closely fought battle with 
Block/Gelsomino and Subaru Rally Team USA’s David 
Higgins and Craig Drew. The margins between the 
two teams were incredibly close and either could have 
snatched victory. Subaru Rally Team USA drove a 
nearly fl awless event and pushed the Hoonigan camp 
hard all weekend, but Block/Gelsomino persevered 

with a 6.5 second buffer at the end.
 Block/Gelsomino’s NEFR nearly came to an end 
when their Ford Fiesta H.F.H.V. experienced electrical 
problems on SS11. They had no intercom communications 
for nearly 21km before the alternator quit on the transit 
back to service. Open Class rivals Rifat Sungkar/Steve 
Lancaster, who were in fourth place overall at the time, 
graciously towed the Hoonigan Racing Team back to the 
service area so the Hoonigan Racing Team could complete 
repairs and continue their race.
 The New England Forest Rally marks Ken Block’s 

second consecutive Rally America National Championship 
victory having won the Susquehannock Trail Performance 
Rally (STPR) last June. David Higgins currently leads the 
Championship Standings, but Block still has a mathematical 
chance at the title if he wins the fi nal two rounds of the 
season.
 Rifat Sungkar/Steve Lancaster were able to climb 
from fourth place to third overall to complete the NEFR 
podium with a little luck. Over the course of the weekend 
Sungkar saw a few competitors ahead of him fail to fi nish.
 The Rockstar Energy Drink Rally Team of Antoine 



L’Estage/Nathalie Richard broke their wheel bolts on SS11, 
and privateers Joseph Burke/Alex Kihurani went off on SS6 
and unable to continue in the event. That left Sungkar alone 
in third place.
 Notably, L’Estage/Richard have won the New 
England Forest Rally the last three years in a Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evo X and looked to add their fourth overall victory 
to keep their streak alive. This time they competed with 
a Hyundai Tiburon rally car that has seen plenty of rally 
action in the past, but the team experienced problems that 
effectively ended their event on the second day.
 In the Super Production Class, David Sterckx/Karen 
Jankowski notched a third consecutive Class win and also 
placed fourth overall in the event. This NEFR win extends 
their SP Class standings total, while keeping third place in 
the overall Championship standings.
 Super Production Class contenders Mason Moyle/
John Hall took second in the Class after an exciting battle 

with Rookie of the Year contenders Nick Roberts/Nick 
Judkins. Over the course of the weekend Moyle lost second 
place to Roberts, yet later snatched the position back when 
Roberts suffered a strut failure on the torturous SS11. 
Moyle had suspension damage as well: he was able to carry 
enough speed to overtake Roberts and win by 6.1 seconds. 
This is Moyle’s third podium fi nish this year and Robert’s fi rst 
in his rally career.
 The Two-Wheel Drive category was an absolute 
knockdown fi ght won when Australia’s Brendan Reeves/
Rhianon Smyth fi nally overtook fellow Australian rivals Will 
Orders/Toni Feaver on SS11. Orders jumped into the lead 
on SS1 and fended off Reeves until Orders overheated his 
brakes on the more technical stages of the event. Reeves 
seized this opportunity to take the lead with his Ford Fiesta 
R2. The 2WD win is Reeves/Smyth’s third top podium fi nish 
since joining the Championship at the Oregon Trail Rally.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) K. Block/A. Gelsomino
      Ford Fiesta H.F.H.V - 01h 34m 34.2s 
02) D. Higgins/C. Drew
      Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 06.5s
03) R. Sungkar/S. Lancaster
      Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X + 10m 22.8s 
04) D. Sterckx/K. Jankowski
      Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 12m 21.4s
05) B. Reeves/R. Smyth
      Ford Fiesta R2 + 13m 52.0s
06) P. Fetela/D. Jozwiak
      Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 15m 14.6s 
07) W. Orders/T. Feaver
      Toyota GT86 + 16m 12.4s 
08) A. Comrie-Picard/J. Wimpey
      Scion xD + 18m 06.1s 
09) M. Moyle/J. Hall
      Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 18m 18.9s 
10) N. Roberts/N. Judkins
      Subaru Impreza WRX STI + 18m 25.0s

H&H



New to the World Rally Championship in 2013 is the Tunnock’s World New to the World Rally Championship in 2013 is the Tunnock’s World 
Rally Team of Robert Barrable and Stuart Loudon in their Ford Fiesta Rally Team of Robert Barrable and Stuart Loudon in their Ford Fiesta 
R5. Barrable/Loudon fi nished second in WRC-2 at the WRC Rally R5. Barrable/Loudon fi nished second in WRC-2 at the WRC Rally 
de Portugal in April in a Ford Fiesta S2000. This pairing will contest de Portugal in April in a Ford Fiesta S2000. This pairing will contest 
fi ve of the remaining six rounds of the 2013 WRC-2 Championship, fi ve of the remaining six rounds of the 2013 WRC-2 Championship, 
starting with this weekend’s Rally Finland.starting with this weekend’s Rally Finland.
Picture: Supplied by Robert Barrable.Picture: Supplied by Robert Barrable.
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