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FAST, FASTER, FASTEST…FIESTA! 

Ford’s Fiesta R2 is doing exactly what it set out to do: bring 

new blood into the sport, and you too could join the growing 

ranks of drivers who are going this route! As an official R2 

reseller, ATS is proud to represent M-Sport in South Africa.  

The latest rally converts thanks to the Fiesta R2 programme are track star Ernie van der Walt and 

late-starting karter Lourens van Rensburg, who both had their first taste of a National Championship 

event on the recent VW Rally. They gave a good account of themselves on debut; especially 

considering Van der Walt had never even been on a rally, never mind having driven a rally car, while 

Van Rensburg had just two regional events behind him.  

Over 200 R2 kits have been sold world-wide, and their FIA homologated status means they can be 

rallied and sold in a number of international markets. But the true beauty of the R2 is that any Fiesta 

1,6-litre built since September 2008 can be used as a donor car and upgraded to a pukka rally 

machine thanks to a comprehensive kit; complete with hydraulic handbrake, sequential gearbox, 

competition ECU with flat shift function, welded steel multipoint rollcage and much, much more.  

We recently sold a kit to build yet another car, which will be ready for the Ford Dealer Rally. If that’s 

the case, all five R2s will be in action come mid-August. Even if you place your R2 order now it’s very 

unlikely you’ll be on the start ramp on August 16, but you could be ready in time for the next 

national come mid-September… 

If you’re interested in kick-starting you rally career, talk to Kobus Roos on 

011 670 8400/082 905 9172 or e-mail kobus@ats-motorsport.co.za; or 

check out www.fiestaR2.co.za 

 

mailto:kobus@ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.fiestar2.co.za/
http://www.fiestaR2.co.za
http://www.fiestaR2.co.za
http://www.fiestaR2.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Your insight into the world of rally!Your insight into the world of rally!
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11 • Social Power

Handbrakes & Hairpins has created this rally-powered 
wallpaper for the Apple iPhone 5. To download, simply 
save the image to your Camera Roll, or click on this link to 
download: http://wp.me/apkXc-4xU.
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This week Monday, 5 August, was Colin McRae’s 45th birthday. This week Monday, 5 August, was Colin McRae’s 45th birthday. 
He has been gone since September 2007, but never forgotten. He has been gone since September 2007, but never forgotten. 
His legacy lives on. Rest in Peace, Colin!His legacy lives on. Rest in Peace, Colin!
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Hyundai Motorsport continued to make strong 
progress on its development programme by 
conducting the fi rst gravel tests with a new 2014-
specifi cation of the i20 WRC in July.
 All three of the team’s recently-signed development 
drivers, Juho Hänninen, Bryan Bouffi er and Chris Atkinson, 
got behind the wheel of the i20 WRC as the team evaluated 
a range of new components in unique gravel conditions in 
preparation for its debut season in 2014.
 Hyundai Motorsport Team Principal Michel Nandan 
commented: “We have had a very solid month of testing 
and learned a lot about the performance potential of the 
new Hyundai i20 WRC in a range of conditions. As with any 
inaugural testing, there have been some teething issues to 
overcome but this is precisely the purpose of testing and we 
have taken time to analyse and understand the problems. 

We have signed three very competent development drivers 
in Juho, Bryan and Chris, and the balance of the last month 
of testing has, for me, been positive.”
 The team carried out two separate private tests 
during July in which to put the latest iteration i20 WRC 
through its paces with the prime objective of component 
testing in appropriate conditions for the FIA World Rally 
Championship.
 “The two test sessions that we held last month took 
place in the grounds of Chateau Lastours and Mazamet in 
the south of France, two venues that afforded us diverse 
conditions,” continued Nandan. “It is important for us to 
gather data in rough, as well as fast and fl owing conditions. 
The Hyundai Motorsport engineering and design teams at 
Alzenau are constantly working to perfect the i20 WRC so 
these latest tests gave us the opportunity to assess the 

main mechanical components of the car, like transmission or 
suspension. It is very much an evolution of the car we used 
in previous tarmac tests.”
 The team has also been fi nessing its own operations 
at the tests, bonding as a team and establishing the test 
crew set-up for the rest of the year’s testing.
 Nandan concluded: “We have had a lot of work to 
do in a short space of time but I can sense we are working 
well as a unifi ed team. We have attained another important 
milestone by kicking off our gravel tests but we have more 
still to do in the remaining months before Monte-Carlo. 
We have hit every target so far and I am proud of the 
entire team effort. We look forward to our next phase of 
development with optimism.”

Words by H&H • Picture by Hyundai Motorsport GmbH
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Victory on the recent Volkswagen Rally in the Eastern 
Cape gave reigning South African National Rally 
Champions Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton (Ford 
Fiesta S2000) a smidgeon of breathing space at the 
top of this year’s national rally championship log.
 Going into this Eastern Cape event, Cronje/
Houghton and their Dealer Team Ford Fiesta S2000 held a 
one-point lead over veteran former champions Jan Habig 
and Robert Paisley (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000). The two 
Ford teams dominated that weekend as they have thus far 
in the season, and the Cronje/Houghton comfortably claimed 
the victory to stretch his Championship lead to fi ve points 
going into the second half of the season.
 For Cronje/Houghton, it was their third win of 
the year, with Habig/Paisley taking the top honours of the 
remaining of the four rounds completed. The 25-point gap 
between Habig/Paisley and third-placed Johnny Gemmell/
Carolyn Swan, in the Castrol Toyota Yaris S2000, amply 
illustrates the domination the two Ford crews have exercised 
so far this season.

 Finishing third overall in last month’s rally lifted 
former Dakar Rally winner Giniel de Villiers and co-driver 
Greg Godrich (Imperial Toyota Yaris S2000) into fourth place 
in the overall Championship standings with the pair trailing 
Gemmell/Swan by 2.5 points.
 A Class win on the Volkswagen Rally took Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Hilton Auffray (Team TOTAL Toyota 
Auris S2000) into fi fth place in the overall championship 
standings with the Western Cape crew now leading the 
S2000 Challenge Class for earlier specifi cation four-wheel 
drive cars. Damseaux moves into a three-point lead ahead 
of Gugu Zulu (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo Vivo S2000) in 
the Driver’s Championship with Mohammed Moosa next up in 
another Team TOTAL Toyota Auris S2000.
 Auffray leads the S2000 Challenge Co-Driver 
standings ahead of veteran Andre Vermeulen, who 
sits alongside Moosa, and Carl Peskin who shares the 
Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo Vivo S2000 with Zulu. Peskin 
missed an event earlier in the season.
 Zulu/Peskin dropped out of the Volkswagen 

Rally with a broken gearbox on Day Two. It was their fi rst 
retirement in two seasons.
 The fourth round of the season also saw a change 
in the pecking order in the S1600 category for two-wheel 
drive cars. A win for Clint Weston/Christoff Snyders (Reef 
Tankers Citroen C2 R2 Max) took them into a 4.5 point lead 
over Thilo Himmel/Armand du Toit in their Toyota Etios R2. 
The category is, however, developing into a closely fought 
affair with 6.5 points separating the fi rst four crews. Only 
two points separate Himmel/Du Toit from veteran Craig Trott 
and young co-driver Janine Lourens in their Team TOTAL 
Toyota RunX, and Matthew Vacy-Lyle/Schalk van Heerden in 
another Toyota RunX.
 Toyota enjoys a comfortable 110.5-point lead in the 
Manufacturers’ Championship with 377 points to the 266.5 
of Volkswagen and the 249.5 of Ford.
 Round Five of the Championship is the Ford Dealer 
Rally on 16 and 17 August in the Cullinan area east of 
Pretoria, Gauteng.

Words and Pictures: Handbrakes & Hairpins
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The World Rally Championship is one of the most 
followed FIA series. It is the most spectator-friendly 
motorsport disciplines in the world. It boasts of the 
most enthusiastic and vocal fans of motorsport in the 
world. Where do these fans meet? At the WRC Neste 
Oil Rally Finland, of course.
 A tweet from one of the sport’s most respected 
journalists summed up the atmosphere in Finland ahead of 
the WRC counter last weekend: “Today I saw cars in the air, 
blokes on the fl oor and blondes at every turn. Rallying, it 
seems, has come home.” That is from David Evans, rallies 
editor for Autosport and Motorsport News magazines in the 
UK.

 For rally fans, words such as sisu, Ouninpohja, 
and painaa have become part of our vocabulary. These 
are Finnish words, and they are as closely linked to this 
sport as handbrakes are to hairpins. But, the Finnish fever 
didn’t spread to the podium of this year’s event. The fastest 
was a Frenchman named Sebastien, but not Loeb. Ogier 
and co-driver Julien Ingrassia (Volkswagen Motorsport) 
seemingly toyed with the fi eld on the fi nal day of the event 
to underline their dominance in the series thus far. For the 
opening two days of competition, it was a thrilling four-car 
battle for the lead, with the lead swinging between Ogier 
and the two Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team crews of Mads 
Ostberg/Jonas Andersson and Thierry Neuville/Nicolas 

Gilsoul. The two M-Sport Fiesta RS WRC crews were unable 
to stretch their pace to match that of the Volkswagen Polo 
R WRC of Ogier, but the fi ght was for a handful of seconds 
throughout the weekend. Such is the nature of this iconic 
and unique event, that tenths of a second separated these 
top crews each stage... Did Ostberg and Neuville become too 
embroiled in their own battle for second place, losing focus 
on Ogier? Perhaps. It was too close to call, as a spin or a 
puncture from Ogier could have seen Ogier fi ghting to regain 
the lead. Each stage of the event was gripping to follow, 
with blow-by-blow accounts from the sport’s biggest hitters 
drained from full concentration on the rollercoaster gravel 
roads around Jyvaskyla.



 Fans fl ocked to the stages, and there were some 
500,000 spectators fl ooding the stages on Saturday. With 
Miiko Hirvonen/Jarmo Lehtinen (Citroën Abu Dhabi World 
Rally Team) running fourth place, the Finnish fans were 
frustrated by their heroes mistakes, but they had much to 
cheer and celebrate with the fl ying car, aggressive driving 
and drama-fi lled stages.
 Sensational debut in the second Abu Dhabi Citroën 
World Rally Team’s DS3 WRC was Kris Meeke and co-driver 
Chris Patterson. They were strong all weekend, pushing their 
more experienced rivals hard and challenging for a top fi ve 
position, but the Irishman had an off on the penultimate 
stage to force his retirement. Ahead of team-mates Dani 

Sordo/Carlos del Barrio, they upstaged the Spaniards 
and gave Citroën Racing team boss Yves Matton much to 
contemplate...
 In the WRC2 category, it was a brilliantly driven 
event from Jari Ketomaa (Ford Fiesta R5), to give the all-
new M-Sport Fiesta R5 its fi rst international victory. And, 
Ketomaa kept his rivals in their faster machinery well behind 
him, with Robert Kubica (Citroën DS3 RRC), Elfyn Evans 
(Ford Fiesta R5) and Esapekka Lappi (Skoda Fabia S2000) 
all left to fi ght out for the podium positions. It was Kiwi star 
Hayden Paddon (Skoda Fabia S2000) that showed great 
speed to challenge Kubica, and he grabbed third place in 
what was a highly entertaining class battle. Ketomaa fi nished 

an astounding seventh place overall, against the faster and 
more powerful WRC cars in an event where power and speed 
is the name of the game. It shows just how fast this Finn 
must have been pushing his Fiesta!
 Keith Cronin similarly shone in WRC3 with his 
superb performance in his Citroën DS3 R3T, beating off the 
Frenchman Sebastien Chardonnet (in his Citroën DS3 R3T) 
by over a minute.
 The Junior WRC honours went to local hero Andreas 
Amberg, with Sander Pärn fi nishing over two minutes adrift 
in second place. This series is once again providing excellent 
opportunities for the future stars of the sport to gain t he 
international experience and knowledge to hone their driving 



skills.
 A driver to keep a close eye on is Alexey Lukyanuk. 
This Russian and his Mitsubishi Lancer Evo X set the pace for 
Group N cars and pushed the WRC2 leaders throughout the 
event. He fi nished in a creditable 16th overall and the fi rst 
Group N home. This must be stated: it was his fi rst attempt 
at these specialist stages!
 With broken suspensions, overheating engines and 
shattered wheels ruining the event for Jari-Matti Latvala 
(Volkswagen Motorsport), Martin Prokop (Jipocar Czech 
National Rally Team), Meeke, Jarkko Nikara (John Deere 
MINI John Coopers Works WRC), Evans, Alistair Fisher 
(Citroën DS3 R3T) and Karl Kruuda (Ford Fiesta R5).
 Rubbing salt in the Finnish fans’ wounds was Ogier 
on the world’s most famous rally stage: Ouninpohja. Ogier 
smashed Mikko Hirvonen’s stage record on the event’s 

second pass of the unique 33km speed test, setting a time 
of 15min 08.9sec. It was a brave drive from Ogier, and H&H 
will henceforth refer to Ouninpohja as Ogierinpohja.
 Cheering, celebrating and even crying, the 
hundreds of thousands of fans witnessed one of the most 
fascinating rallies of recent times. It was by far the most 
exciting event of the 2013 calendar, and the fans made it 
special: literally thousands of videos and news updates were 
posted to social media during the event, giving fans instant 
access to the sport they so closely follow. It was what the 
WRC is all about, and a healthy reminder of where the power 
of the sport lies.
 Next up for the World Rally Championship 
competitors is the ADAC Rally Deutschland in two weeks. 
The home event of Volkswagen, much is at stake for a 
victory. Stay tuned!

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
      Volkswagen Polo R WRC - 02h 43m 10.4s
02) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 36.6s
03) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 57.6s
04) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 01m 21.6s
05) D. Sordo/C. del Barrio
       Citroën DS3 WRC + 06m 08.5s
06) E. Novikov/I. Minor
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 08m 39.7s
07) J. Ketomaa/M. Sallinen
      Ford Fiesta R5 + 11m 19.2s
08) P.G. Andersson/E. Axelsson
       Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 41.5s
09) R. Kubica/M. Baran
       Citroën DS3 RRC + 12m 48.1s
10) A. Mikkelsen/M. Markkula
      Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 13m 42.0sH&H



VIDEOS, VIDEOS, 
HELI CAMS, HELI CAMS, 
FORESTS FORESTS 
AND YOU!AND YOU!

Never has the power of Social Media and 
WRC been more infl uential than it was 
on the weekend of the WRC Neste Oil 
Rally Finland.
 Videos were constantly uploaded 
to YouTube, aiding even the WRC LIVE radio 
teams in providing news, and Twitter saw 
#WRC trending for the fi rst time in 2013 
thanks to hundreds of thousands of from all 
over the world posting and commenting on 
this event.
 Here are some of those videos 
selected for you... Enjoy! H&H

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsUyCVyTUEY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMQEY6Gv48
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOeP1E-Yt5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcZ3peGv7DE


Have you got suspension travel?Have you got suspension travel?
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