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FAST, FASTER, FASTEST…FIESTA! 

Ford’s Fiesta R2 is doing exactly what it set out to do: bring 

new blood into the sport, and you too could join the growing 

ranks of drivers who are going this route! As an official R2 

reseller, ATS is proud to represent M-Sport in South Africa.  

The latest rally converts thanks to the Fiesta R2 programme are track star Ernie van der Walt and 

late-starting karter Lourens van Rensburg, who both had their first taste of a National Championship 

event on the recent VW Rally. They gave a good account of themselves on debut; especially 

considering Van der Walt had never even been on a rally, never mind having driven a rally car, while 

Van Rensburg had just two regional events behind him.  

Over 200 R2 kits have been sold world-wide, and their FIA homologated status means they can be 

rallied and sold in a number of international markets. But the true beauty of the R2 is that any Fiesta 

1,6-litre built since September 2008 can be used as a donor car and upgraded to a pukka rally 

machine thanks to a comprehensive kit; complete with hydraulic handbrake, sequential gearbox, 

competition ECU with flat shift function, welded steel multipoint rollcage and much, much more.  

We recently sold a kit to build yet another car, which will be ready for the Ford Dealer Rally. If that’s 

the case, all five R2s will be in action come mid-August. Even if you place your R2 order now it’s very 

unlikely you’ll be on the start ramp on August 16, but you could be ready in time for the next 

national come mid-September… 

If you’re interested in kick-starting you rally career, talk to Kobus Roos on 

011 670 8400/082 905 9172 or e-mail kobus@ats-motorsport.co.za; or 

check out www.fiestaR2.co.za 

 

mailto:kobus@ats-motorsport.co.za
http://www.fiestar2.co.za/
http://www.fiestaR2.co.za
http://www.fiestaR2.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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Your insight into the world of rally!Your insight into the world of rally!
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Handbrakes & Hairpins has created this rally-powered 
wallpaper for the Apple iPhone 5. To download, simply 
save the image to your Camera Roll, or click on this link to 
download: http://wp.me/apkXc-4xU.
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Citroën Racing is clearly missing the “Sebastien Loeb” effect in Citroën Racing is clearly missing the “Sebastien Loeb” effect in 
2013... Will this team once gain rise to the top?2013... Will this team once gain rise to the top?
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JANINA & INA: JANINA & INA: 
REST IN PEACEREST IN PEACE

The Wartburg Rally in Thuringia, Germany will forever 
be remembered. Germany’s most celebrated female 
pairing of Janina Depping and Ina Schaarschmidt have 
been claimed from this world in a horrible crash on 
Saturday. Ina died at the scene, while Janina passed 
away from her injuries on Wednesday afternoon.
 Janina was 34 and Ina 29 years old. The world of 
rallying is in mourning of the loss of these two fi erce and 
spirited rally competitors.
 Depping was married to fellow German national 
rally ace Marcus Hesse, adn was daughter of Bernd Depping. 
Bernd competed inthe German national series in the 1980s, 
but gave way to his career ambitions to aid his faster 
brother, Dieter Depping. Dieter claimed three national 
titles in the 1990s, and plays an instrumental role in the 
development and engineering of the Volkswagen Polo R WRC 
for Volkswagen Motorsport’s WRC campaign.
 At 18 Janina acquired her driving license and was 
given a Suzuki Swift 1300 Group N class car for her 18th 
birthday. She took that car to 66th position overall in the 
1997 “Challenge Prince Albert de Monaco Rally” (which was 
run under the WRC Rallye Monte-Carlo event for national 
entries), and went on to record numerous Ladies Cups 
victories and top ten overall results on illustrious events such 
as the San Remo Rally and Tour de Corsica.
 After a season of strong results in a Ford Escort 
Cosworth Group A in 1999, Janina scored four top ten overall 
results in the German national series and claimed one 
victory at the age of just 20.
 Her rallying career came to a premature halt in 
2000 when her funding ran dry. She and husband Marcus 
Hesse didn’t compete until 2004 and 2007 in a Group N 
Mitsubishi Lancer EVO, and then restarted in 2012 with Ina 
calling the notes in an EVO IX in the German national series 
and fi nished third overall.
 Handbrakes & Hairpins sends our most sincere and 
deepest condolences to Marcus and her family and to Ina’s 
friends and family. Rest in Peace, Janina and Ina. H&H
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The Global RallyCross series has provided some 
interesting competition for fans in the USA. These 
wildly powerful RX cars are something to behold, and 
this series now draws a highly competitive fi eld.
 As in rallying, if you hire a Finn you’ll win. Toomas 
Heikkinen has claimed two victories on the trot, winning all 
comers at this past weekend’s Atlanta Motor Speedway in 
style.
 In fact, this was the fi fth win (including event 
heats) for Toomas Heikkinen’s Global Rallycross career, 
with all fi ve having come in the past fi ve races. He is now 

tied with Marcus Gronholm for the all-time series win lead. 
With a 43-point lead, he can clinch the 2013 GRC Driver’s 
Championship by simply starting a race with 16 or fewer 
cars. To boot, this was the sixth win in seven races this 
season for OlsbergsMSE, who runs his Ford Fiesta ST.
 There are only two rounds of the series left. Only 
Tanner Foust can match the Finn’s speed it seems. Not even 
Ken Block, who is showing the fastest lap times but unable 
to translate that into wins, is unable to keep pace. Block 
has a curse: each fi nal of this season, he has been bumped, 
hit and taken out in the fi rst turn, or suffers mechanical 

problems to sideline him. This past weekend saw him once 
again leading the pack in the heat races, but a mechanical 
problem on the startline saw him only complete one lap.
 Another international rally driver to join this series 
is Patrick Sandell, also in an OlsbergsMSE Ford Fiesta ST. 
He has claimed a win this season, but is still getting to grips 
with this series and its fi rst-turn shenanigans. David Higgins 
(Subaru Impreza for SRTUSA) has made a handful number 
of appearances in the series this season too, and shows his 
wealth of experience behind the steering wheel of a rally 
machine.

Words by Handbrakes & Hairpins • Picture by Newspress
FIRST-TURN FRUSTRATIONS IN GRCFIRST-TURN FRUSTRATIONS IN GRC
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SOUTH AFRICA: 4 DOWN, 4 TO GOSOUTH AFRICA: 4 DOWN, 4 TO GO

A new challenge awaits South Africa’s rally teams this 
weekend. After four rounds of the 2013 South African 
National Rally Championship calendar completed, 
the remaining four events of the season resume with 
brand new rallying roads around the quaint diamond 
mining town of Cullinan, east of Pretoria, Gauteng.
 This is the second event in Gauteng in 2013, and 
rally fans are in for a special treat at the Ford Dealer Rally. 
The event comprises 180km of high-speed action on the 
dusty gravel roads weaving around mielie fi elds. Competitors 
will tackle a total of 14 stages, six on Friday 16 August 
and eight on Saturday 17 August. Action starts on Friday 

at 11h00 at Zonderwater Correctional Facility in Cullinan 
for fi ve gravel stages and one short tarmac spectator 
special stage at Mamelodi Plaza, for what will be a thrilling 
opportunity for fans to get close to their favourite crews. Day 
Two restarts at 08h00 at Zonderwater once more for eight 
gravel stages before concluding at 13h30 at Zonderwater.
 An exciting battle at the top of the Drivers’ 
Championship points log sees Mark Cronje and Jan Habig 
(both piloting Ford Fiesta S2000s) leading the fi eld. It is 
defending champion Cronje that leads Habig on points after 
claiming three wins thus far in 2013. Habig has claimed the 
only other victory of the season, to keep him in the fi ght 

for the coveted trophy at the end of the season with just 
fi ve points separating these two battling drivers. Cronje’s 
sponsors will be hoping for a victory from their star driver, 
but the Volkswagen and Toyota factory crews will be out 
to score their fi rst victories of the season while Habig will 
be aiming to leapfrog Cronje on the points’ table with an 
outright win too.
 It will be an all-out action affair this weekend, and 
Handbrakes & Hairpins will be covering this event live on 
Twitter. For updates, please follow our roving reporter and 
editor Evan Rothman at @Evan_Rothman 
(http://www.twitter.com/Evan_Rothman). H&H
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After strong performances in their fi rst outing in the 
DS3 WRC in Finland, Kris Meeke and Chris Patterson 
have been chosen to team up with Mikko Hirvonen and 
Jarmo Lehtinen in the Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World 
Rally Team for Rally Australia in Coffs Harbour on 13 - 
15 September.
 The fastest rally on the calendar proved tricky for 
Dani Sordo, who was not able to fi nd the right rhythm to 
make it into the leading places. Sorely lacking in confi dence 
on gravel, the Spanish driver has agreed with Citroën Racing 
that he will sit out the next round in order to try and take 
a step back and fi nd some form on the surface away from 
pressure.

 Kris Meeke put in a much-praised performance in 
Finland in his fi rst outing in the DS3 WRC, despite crashing 
off at the end of the rally. The Irish driver, who has come 
through our promotional formulas and is responsible for the 
development of our client-competition cars, was the natural 
choice to race for Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team 
alongside Mikko Hirvonen in the tenth round of the World 
Championship.
 “We have to acknowledge that we have had better 
seasons,” concedes Yves Matton, Managing Director of 
Citroën Racing. “It is diffi cult to take decisions like this, but 
sometimes you have to change something to reenergise the 
team and get back to winning ways. This decision, which was 

made with Dani, will allow us to work on our diffi culties and 
move in the right direction. Kris showed what he could do in 
Finland with an excellent performance and high motivation 
levels. So we instinctively turned to him to take over in 
Australia.”
 “We are really very happy that Citroën have 
put their faith in us again after our performance at Rally 
Finland,” said a delighted Kris Meeke. “For us, this is an 
incredible opportunity to take part in the rally as part of 
Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team alongside Mikko 
and Jarmo, and we are determined to give of our best.”

Words by H&H • Picture by Citroën Racing

MEEKE & CITROËN FOR MEEKE & CITROËN FOR 
WRC RALLY AUSTRALIAWRC RALLY AUSTRALIA
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DRESSEDDRESSED
There are some great t-shirts for rally 
fans, but mostly team kit. Of course, 
these are fun. But, We The Terrors offer 
something very different. 
 These are just three of their 
impressive line of men’s and ladies products. 
This is for rally fans, lovers of the sport we 
hold so dear to our hearts.
 View their entire collection at http://
www.wetheterrors.com. Shop online (with 
international deliveries) at their secure store 
at http://www.wetheterrors.bigcartel.com/. H&H
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Ford Escort MkII... As iconic a name in rallying as there can be!Ford Escort MkII... As iconic a name in rallying as there can be!
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