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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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The ADAC Rallye Deutschland is a thrilling challenge for World The ADAC Rallye Deutschland is a thrilling challenge for World 
Rally Championship competitors. Volkswagen Motorsport’s Rally Championship competitors. Volkswagen Motorsport’s 
home event, Sebastien Ogier on a confi dence-high, a resurgent home event, Sebastien Ogier on a confi dence-high, a resurgent 
Jari-Matti Latvala and the ever-improving speed of Andreas Jari-Matti Latvala and the ever-improving speed of Andreas 
Mikkelsen, this team will be setting the pace.Mikkelsen, this team will be setting the pace.
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport.Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport.
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Sebastien Loeb is the the most successful FIA 
motorsport competitor in its illustrious history. Here 
the nine-times World Rally Champion chats to CNN 
about motorsport and rallying in general.

LOEB TALKS LOEB TALKS 
WRC TO CNNWRC TO CNN

H&H

NEWSNEWS

http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/sports/2013/08/14/spc-human-to-hero-sebastien-loeb.cnn
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SUBARU POWER FOR L’ESTAGESUBARU POWER FOR L’ESTAGE
Reigning Canadian and North American Rally 
Champions Antoine L’Estage and Nathalie Richard 
will contest the fi nal two rounds of the Rally America 
series in an Open Class 2010 Subaru Impreza WRX 
STI, via support from Subaru and John Buffum’s 
Vermont-based Libra Racing shop. 
 The Rockstar Energy Rally Team will make their 
fi rst appearance in the car, an ex-Subaru Rally Team USA car 
last used by the team in 2010, this weekend at Minnesota’s 
Ojibwe Forests Rally, and again at the Lake Superior 
Performance Rally in Michigan later this year.
 “After our big accident in the WRC Lancer a few 
months ago, we were left without a car and looking for 
something competitive with which we could fi nish the Rally 
America series,” exclaimed Quebec driver Antoine L’Estage. 

“The opportunity arose to drive a Subaru at the fi nal two 
rounds and Subaru stepped up with support to make it 
happen. We’re grateful for their assistance and I’m really 
looking forward to driving this car. We’ve had really great 
seasons for the past few years with amazing results. This 
year started off with a win at the Sno*Drift Rally in January 
and we were hoping that it was a sign of another great 
season ahead. That didn’t happen in the Rally America 
series, but we always worked really hard and we’ve now 
been presented with this great opportunity to fi nish off the 
year in a competitive car with the help of Subaru,” he adds.
 L’Estage will drive the Rockstar Subaru Impreza 
WRX STI in the last two rounds of the 2013 Rally America 
series. The car will be serviced by John Buffum’s Libra Racing 
with technical assistance from Subaru technical-partner 

Vermont SportsCar.
 The Ojibwe Forests Rally, based out of Detroit 
Lakes, Minnesota, is making a return to the Rally America 
calendar after a several year absence. L’Estage/ Richard will 
be competing in the 2010 Subaru Impreza WRX STI for their 
very fi rst time and both are eagerly looking forward to the 
opportunity. “It’s been somewhat of an anomaly for us to 
encounter so many challenges in one championship, in the 
same year,” said Richard. “We won the last Canadian event 
at the end of June and we’re now hoping to fi nish off the 
Rally America series on a high note.” 
 The duo currently leads the 2013 North American 
Rally Cup and good results at these last two events would 
help increase their lead. H&H
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FOUR FROM FIVE FOR CRONJEFOUR FROM FIVE FOR CRONJEEVENTEVENT



Four out of fi ve wins for Mark Cronje, Robin Houghton 
and the Ford Dealer Team have set an ominous tone 
for the remaining three rounds of the 2013 South 
African National Rally Championship.
 This Cullinan, Gauteng victory gives the defendings 
2012 National Rally Champions a comfortable 30-point lead 
at the top of the points standings. They won eight of the 
14 special stages over the two-day event, which took place 
in the historical diamond mining area of Cullinan east of 
Pretoria.
 It was the perfect weekend for Ford - and in saying 
that, for M-Sport in the United Kingdom. In addition to 
winning the event outrigth, Ford Fiestas also won the S2000 

Challenge for earlier specifi cation S2000 versions and the 
two-wheel drive S1600 Class. Toyota Motorsport spoilt 
the party slightly by taking the Manufacturers’ Award and 
extending their lead in the Manufacturers’ Championship.
 Henk Lategan/Barry White (Volkswagen Sasolracing 
Polo S2000) were second overall, 01min 16sec in arrears. 
The 20-year-old Lategan, the hottest young property in 
South African rallying today, came from fi fth overnight and 
added another three stage wins to the two he scored on Day 
One. Had it not been for a 20-second penalty for deviating 
from the route on Day One and a puncture that cost the 
pairing some 30 seconds, he would have fi nished the fi rst 
day in third place and been closer to Cronje/Houghton.

 Third was the Castrol Team Toyota Yaris S2000 
combination of Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn Swan, who fi nished 
42 seconds behind the Polo S2000 pairing and, who in turn, 
just managed to hold off a determined challenge from Toyota 
team-mates Leeroy Poulter/Elvéne Coetzee.
 Poulter/Coetzee were penalised a total of 70 
seconds for two jump starts on Day One, which saw them 
drop from second to eighth overnight and lost them a second 
place fi nish at the end of the rally. Seven top three fi nishers 
in Day Two’s eight stages saw this crew close to within six 
seconds of their team-mates at the fi nish.
 Privateers Japie van Niekerk/Gerhard Snyman were 
fi fth and enjoyed their best result of the season so far in 



only the second outing in their New Africa Developments 
Ford Fiesta S2000 Challenge entry. Former champions Enzo 
Kuun/Douglas Judd (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo S2000) 
scraped home in sixth place with a fast-fi nishing Giniel de 
Villiers/Greg Godrich (Imperial Toyota Yaris S2000) following 
just two seconds in arrears.
 Completing the top ten were Team Total’s Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Hilton Auffray and Mohammed Moosa/
Andre Vermeulen in eighth and ninth places in their Toyota 
Auris S2000 Challenge cars, with another Challenge entry 
the Toyota RunX of Stephanie Botha and her father Willem 
Hugo in tenth.
 Defending S2000 Challenge champions Gugu Zulu/

Carl Peskin (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo Vivo S2000) were 
forced to retire with a broken engine valve after completing 
just one stage on Day Two.
 Former national rally champions Jan Habig/Robert 
Paisley were cruelly robbed of a hard-earned fi fth place 
on the very last stage of the rally, when their Basil Read 
Ford Fiesta S2000 suffered a broken camshaft belt. Hergen 
Fekken/Pierre Arries (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo S2000) 
had a weekend to forget: the former champions hit a gate 
on SS2 on Day One and were forced to retire; they started 
on Day Two under Super Rally rules, but only managed to 
complete two stages before retiring once again with a severe 
driveshaft vibration.

 The two-wheel drive S1600 Class honours went to 
a resurgent Ashleigh Haigh-Smith/Craig Parry (Castrol Ford 
Fiesta R2), who were 12th overall and 01min 22sec ahead 
of the second S1600, the Beurden Construction Volkswagen 
Polo R2 of Chad van Beurden/Nico Swartz. It was circuit 
racer Van Beurden’s best result in his fi rst year in rallying, 
and came after he and Swartz won the fi nal stage.
 Haigh-Smith had started fourth on Day Two after 
a puncture on Day One dropped him to eighth after the 
fi rst three stages. He fought back magnifi cently to win the 
Class for the fi rst time this season. Third were Paul Franken/
Henry Kohne (Manitou Group Volkswagen Polo R2) in their 
best result of the season, who were just 0.8sec behind Van 



Beurden after more than two hours and 160 kilometres of 
gravel rally action.
 Another circuit racer competing in only his second-
ever rally, Ernie van der Walt was a very happy fourth with 
co-driver James Aldridge in their Ferodo Ford Fiesta R2. 
Fifth were Matthew Vacy-Lyle/Schalk van Heerden (Fragram 
Tools Toyota RunX S1600) ahead of Andrew Heine/Stephen 
Jones (Toyota Auris S1600) and Lourens van Rensburg/Jason 
Plumbley (7 Films Ford Fiesta S2000).
 Completing the top ten were eight-times former 
Class champion Craig Trott/Janine Lourens, whose rally was 
bedevilled by punctures and delays in other competitors’ 
dust; championship leaders Clint Weston/Christoff Snyders 
(Reef Tankers Citroen C2 R2); and Marko Himmel of Namibia 
and Gert Nienaber (Toyota Corolla S1600).
 Weston and Snyders had led throughout the event 

until dropping back to second behind the winners on SS13 
and rolling their car on the fi nal stage due to a wheel 
breaking off their Citroën on a straight section 5km into the 
fi nal stage.
 Himmel’s older brother Thilo and Armand du Toit 
(Toyota Etios R2), second in the championship, competed 
in the Super Rally on Day Two after suffering a broken 
driveshaft on Day One. They dominated the stage times with 
fi ve wins out of eight to Weston/Snyders’ two, and retired on 
the fi nal stage with suspension problems.
 The next round of the Championship is the Toyota 
Western Cape Dealer Rally in the Western Cape on 13 and 
14 September.

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) M. Cronje/R. Houghton
       Ford Fiesta S2000 – 01h 44m 56.4s
02) H. Lategan/B. White
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 01m 16.9s
03) J. Gemmell/C. Swan
       Toyota Yaris S2000 + 01m 59.7s
04) L. Poulter/E. Coetzee
       Toyota Yaris S2000 + 02m 06.3s
05) J. Van Niekerk/G. Snyman
       Ford Fiesta S2000 + 02m 25.6s
06) E. Kuun/D. Judd
       Volkswagen Polo S2000 + 02m 46.1s
07) G. De Villiers/G. Godrich
       Toyota Yaris S2000 + 02m 48.9s
08) J-P. Damseaux/H. Auffray
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 03m 28.9s
09) M. Moosa/A. Vermeulen
       Toyota Auris S2000 + 05m 39.0s
10) S. Botha/W. Hugo
       Toyota RunX S2000 + 11m 20.5s

H&H
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HINKELSTEINS TO TEST WRCHINKELSTEINS TO TEST WRC
This is the fi rst true asphalt rally of the 2013 World 
Rally Championship. Cars look and behave differently, 
drivers adopt a different driving style, and speeds 
are higher. These are just some of the features 
to look forward to at thsi weekend’s ADAC Rallye 
Deutschland!
 This diffi cult seasled-suface rally is often regarded 
as being three rallies in one: the stages are varied in speed, 
technicality and surface conditions.
 Crews will tackle 16 special stages with a route 
of 371.87km of timed action over four days. Starting this 
evening, competitors will head to the Mosel vineyards 
outside Trier. Here the stages are comprised of junctions, 
tight hairpins and narrow lanes. The Saarland is more open, 

faster and more forgiving. In stark contrast are the stages 
set for the Baumholder military grounds, where “Arena 
Panzerplatte” with its infamous hinkelsteins will make drivers 
and co-drivers more than a little anxious to reach the fl ying 
fi nish safely and speedily.
 Weather is changing in the main areas of the rally, 
and this will make the stages all the more drama-fi lled 
should they be drenched in rain.
 This is Volkswagen Motorsport’s home event, 
and they will be out to claim a one-two, despite Andreas 
Mikkelsen ruled out of the rally ahead of the start to his 
co-driver Mikko Markkula suffering a back injury. Sebastien 
Ogier/Julien Ingrassia start as event favourites, but they 
will have their work cut out for them with the Qatar M-Sport 

World Rally Team and the Citroën Racing crews more than 
eager to claim victory.
 In the Shakedown Stage, it was actually Jari-
Matti Latvala who was fastest. Although this isn’t wholly 
indicative of pace, it is telling... Second fastest was Dani 
Sordo, followed by Thierry Neuville, Evgeny Novikov, Mikko 
Hirvonen and Mads Ostberg.
 We suspect the M-Sport and Citroën Racing crews 
will be closer to the German marques team on these stages 
than on previous events, and a spirited drive from tarmac 
aces Thierry Neuville and Dani Sordo will see Ogier and 
Latvala be pushed hard all weekend. H&H

EVENTEVENT
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BRC SET FOR ULSTER TARMACBRC SET FOR ULSTER TARMAC
With so many Irish competitors in this year’s MSA 
British Rally Championship (BRC), it could be argued 
that Round Four, this weekend’s Todds Leap Rally 
NI, (part of the Ulster Rally), is a home event for the 
series.
 As it moves briefl y but importantly back to asphalt 
for the last time and begins the second half of the season, 
the series’ longest event has a new base in the beautiful 
Fermanagh Lakes and with it new challenges for the BRC 
crews. Around thirty percent of the fi eld hails from Ireland, 
north and south of the border and although the top of the 
tables is occupied by a Finn, three of the top fi ve places are 
held by drivers from the Emerald Isle.
 Importantly for the series, one of Ulster’s own 
wrested the top of the podium from Finn Korhonen on the 

previous round in Scotland, County Tyrone’s Alastair Fisher 
taking his fi rst BRC victory with Gordon Noble on the ‘notes.
 DGM Sport’s Fisher has consistently set good stage 
times and has overhauled Tom Cave for position on both of 
this year’s gravel events. Now back on asphalt, he will be 
hoping that local knowledge and a home crowd will spur him 
on to another victory.
 But, Korhonen and Marko Salminen still lead the 
championship with two wins from three rallies. And despite 
admitting to preferring gravel, it was they who won on the 
Jim Clark Rally. After three events the points difference is 
minimal and with the top fi ve having a perfect fi nishing 
record, dropped scores will come into play at the end of the 
season, potentially further narrowing the gap. The 29-year-
old has set one target for this season – to take the BRC title 

and break the thirteen-year drought for a Finnish driver’s 
name on the coveted BRC trophy. He and Salminen are well 
on their way though, already cracking the Finns’ ten-year 
absence from the top spot on a BRC event.
 After a ceremonial start in the centre of Enniskillen 
at 13h30 on Friday, the action begins with a loop of three 
stages to the east of the host town. After service and 
a spectator stage at St Angelo Airport to the north, the 
loop is repeated, making 104 stage kilometres before the 
overnight halt. Eight more stages on Saturday, including two 
trips round the 5km St Angelo spectator special, conclude 
2018km of unfamiliar asphalt, the eventual victor taking the 
spoils back in Enniskillen at 17h45 on Saturday. H&H
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KUBICA & HYUNDAI, KUBICA & HYUNDAI, 
PLUS WRC RESHUFFLESPLUS WRC RESHUFFLES

The two biggest rumours fl oating about the WRC ADAC 
Rallye Deutschland’ Service Park today is Hyundai 
Motorsport’s proposals to Robert Kubica and the 
reshuffl ing of WRC running order on gravel events.
  Of course, it is Citroën Racing that is hoping 
to secure a partnership with the former F1 star. It was 
expected that Kubica would partner nine-times WRC 
champion Sebastien Loeb in Citroën’s fi rst foray into the 
World Touring Car Championship (WTCC) for 2014, but this 
did not materialize as Yvan Muller was named in that role. 
Kubica has been offered a lucrative deal with Mercedes for 
the DTM in 2014, but he has thus far declined their offers.
 It is cleat that Kubica wants to remain in rallying, 
and as a competitive driver a move into WRC would be 
sensible for all. His rookie drives in the WRC-2 and the 
European Rally Championship have garnered great results 

thus far, and the Polish ace has the necessary skills to 
become a star on the gravel too.
 Will he partner with Hyundai for 2014? The Hyundai 
Motorsport bosses are at WRC ADAC Rallye Deutschland this 
weekend, and reportedly they have their chequebook with 
them to sign up the Pole. 
 The second rally rumour is that of the WRC rules 
changing regarding the running order for gravel events. 
Autosport’s David Evans stirred up the news ahead of the 
event, and there has been considerable talking in the Service 
Park of this weekend’s WRC event on the matter.
 FIA’s Rally Director Jarmo Mahonen is looking to 
change the qualifying anbd running order selection scheme 
for next year.
 He wants to change the current situation where the 
fastest driver in qualifying is able to pick the best position, 

and thus dominate the fi rst day of the gravel rallies.
 If a driver such as Sebastien Ogier has to sweep 
the qualifying stage, and still set the fastest qualifying time, 
then why would he not be allowed to select his running 
order? Grumbles from Volkswagen’s ace to Handbrakes & 
Hairpins’s journalist on the scene were heard when asked 
this. His co-driver Julien Ingrassia stated that there is little 
wrong with this process at the moment, but there were other 
areas the FIA could look into if they wanted to improve the 
rally show.
 The FIA has a tremendous responsibility to guide 
the sport’s future, and they have managed a fair job of it in 
the past. The hey-days of rallying can return, but it needs 
a broader change than just a few small areas. We’ll follow 
these stories and report back soon. H&H

EVENTEVENT



Volkswagen rally driver Sébastien Ogier and Audi DTM 
competitor Mattias Ekström swapped racing cars at 
the Nürburgring. The French rally star was given the 
opportunity to try out an Audi RS 5 DTM before the 
DTM race at the Nürburgring on the weekend. 
 Ogier put in fi ve laps of the 3.629km Nürburgring 
sprint circuit with the assistance of Audi driver Mattias 
Ekström. “He was pretty quick on the used tyres,” said the 
Swede on seeing the time on the stopwatch.
 “This car swap was a fantastic experience,” said 
a beaming Sébastien Ogier after the event. “But it was 
way too short – I completed my fi ve laps just when it was 
beginning to be more and more fun. I’m really impressed 

with the DTM cars. We already have strong brakes in the 
Polo R WRC, but the braking deceleration in the Audi is in a 
different league. When you accelerate out of a sharp bend, 
you have to be very careful with the accelerator. My four-
wheel drive Polo is much more neutral in that respect than 
the rear-wheel drive Audi.”
 After Sébastien Ogier’s test drive in the Red Bull 
Audi RS 5 DTM, it was Mattias Ekström’s turn to have a go 
behind the wheel of Ogier’s 315hp Volkswagen Polo R WRC, 
with the settings to be used during Rally Germany from 
22 to 25 August. The two-time DTM champion, who has 
competed in the WRC with some success himself, was full of 
praise after the car swap: “It was a great experience – and 

it’s given me an appetite for more,” Ekström said. “Maybe 
I’ll have the opportunity to compete in the Polo R WRC in my 
home event, Rally Sweden.”
 Ogier doesn’t rule out a career in the DTM some 
time further down the line: “It goes without saying that 
I’m totally focused on the WRC at the moment and on the 
goal of becoming world champion. But I can well imagine 
competing in the DTM once my rally career is over. It’s great 
to see Audi doing so well this year. And the races are now 
even more exciting thanks to DRS and option tyres. I really 
enjoyed the test drive and I’d love to be able to put in a few 
laps again some time.”

AND IN OTHER NEWS...AND IN OTHER NEWS...

H&H
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Getting it right, with a handbrakes into a hairpin!Getting it right, with a handbrakes into a hairpin!
Picture: Citroën RacingPicture: Citroën Racing
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