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Hybrid Head & Neck Restraints offer the lowest profile, designed for easily 

exiting the car without the danger of getting hung up on other gear. Plus, 

they provide you with maximum comfort and maneuverability! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW…… 

If your helmet is currently fitted for a HANS      

device, you can easily upgrade to a Simpson 

Head and Neck Restraint. 

Simpson hardware connects to HANS clips! 
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATIONADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Your insight into the world of rally!Your insight into the world of rally! INSIDEINSIDE
THIS WEEK

05 • Loeb & Elena tribute
09 • CRC Pacifi c Forest Rally review

10 • WRC Rallye de France-Alsace review
11 • ERC Rallye Sanremo preview

Handbrakes & Hairpins has created this rally-powered 
wallpaper for the Apple iPhone 5. To download, simply 
save the image to your Camera Roll, or click on this link to 
download: http://wp.me/apkXc-4xU.

https://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://www.twitter.com/evan_rothman
mailto:evan.hhmag@gmail.com
feed://handbrakeshairpins.wordpress.com/feed/
http://handbrakeshairpins.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/wrc-iphone-3.jpg


Sebastien Ogier and Julian Ingrassia did the impossible for Sebastien Ogier and Julian Ingrassia did the impossible for 
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Motorsport’s top rally discipline is followed and 
supported by passionate fans and enthusiasts. 
Capturing the imagination of millions worldwide for 
the past decade were the fi gures of Sebastien Loeb 
and Daniel Elena. Nine-time WRC Champions, their 
records will stand for many years to come. They have 
shaped a generation, as much as Group B shaped 
the history of the sport. Of course, these rally giants 
are only human. Here Handbrakes & Hairpins pays 
tribute to its favourite champions the best way how: 
through the voices of rally fans for the fans!

Pete Graham, Australia, @triplecaution on twitter:
“When asked if I’d like to contribute to the memories of 
Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena, a whole heap of ideas 
came rushing into my mind. When you think about it, 
Loeb’s a nine-time World Champion plus all those other 
stats we saw on his car for Rallye de France-Alsace. The 
fi rst thing that comes to mind, and something that Malcolm 
Wilson mentioned recently, was Loeb’s ability to play 
himself into a rally. Not always the fastest starter at times, 
but a very measured driver and more times than not he is 
there when it matters. He played himself into his fi nal rally 

and I guess - in true form - went out in a blaze of glory 
trying to fi ght and push for the win. Loeb has always been 
there to win, and we rarely saw him play the points game.
 “Another memory that defi nes Loeb’s career for 
me would be the 2006 World Rally Championship that he 
won driving a Kronos-run Xsara and missing 3 rallies due 
to a broken arm. All that said, he may statistically be the 
greatest rally driver we will ever see, though if Formula 
One is anything to go by and everyone said the same about 
Michael Schumacher, perhaps another Frenchman will come 
along and rack up ten WRC Championships. 
 “I will conclude with this: all the stats and the 
measured drives don’t impact on my favourite memory of 
Sebastian Loeb. It’s that cheeky cigarette break at service 
outside of the Citroën catering tent when I got to meet him 
and Daniel at Rally Australia in 2009 that will always stick 
in my mind. Just three guys having a cigarette at the end 
of a hard day’s rallying: all equals, just chatting about the 
rally, the weather, all passionate about the sport and what 
the next day will bring.”

Jon Williams, South Africa, Rally Driver, 
@JonWilliams07 on twitter:

“My fi rst-ever experience of Seb Loeb was at the Portugal 
Rally in 2007. It never felt real and had to pinch myself 
a few times. But, wearing a rally overall put me in very 
different situation to the public and being able to stand 
around and listen to the chats between these great drivers 
was amazing. [Editor: Jon competed in the Production 
World Rally Championship as part of the Pirelli Star Driver 
campaign in 2007, a series of six WRC rallies of which he 
won]. I will never forget my fi rst-ever shakedown stage: 
I lined up and the next moment I had Loeb in front of me 
and Marcus Gronhom behind me... No pressure there! 
There was a crash in the stage, and a delay meant we all 
stood around our cars chatting; I had Marcus sitting on 
my bonnet and Loeb chatting to him. Loeb was always so 
relaxed and yet so very focused. I got to see him in action 
for six rounds of the WRC and spent a lot of time seeing 
him at press conferences and driver briefi ngs. Seeing him 
in action was breath-taking: the speed he carried through 
corners, his commitment and the trust between co-driver 
and driver was amazing. He even had time to have a 
photograph with my wife and mother at Rally Spain... The 
entire package of Citroën and Loeb/Elena was like a hand 
in a glove: they worked very hard at being the very best.



 “The recce runs before rallies was also lots of fun, 
and we all got up to some good fun chasing each other 
from stage-to-stage: I can’t give too much detail here, but 
you can only imagine what happens... Again, stopping for 
lunch and sitting amongst Loeb et al was just so unreal!
 “I was very lucky to see such a world class and 
multiple champion in action at the top of his sport. Rallying 
will defi nitely miss him.”

Valmar Viisel, Estonia, motorsport news on twitter, 
@paddocknews on twitter:
“Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena (everyone always forgets 
the bloody navigator) have done what no other sporting 
fi gure or athlete has done on such a level in any sport: 
total and utter domination. Almost a decade of success, 
destroyed every record in the book, against some of the 
best the sport had ever given, on the toughest stages 
conceived. There are those who have said that he has 
never really faced the toughest possible competition, with 
an arguably less than stellar factory involvement from the 
world’s manufacturers in recent years, making Loeb and 
his top class Citroën, perennial favorites. There’s nothing 
wrong with not being a fan of Sebastien Loeb and not 
being fascinated with his excellence, but you have to be 
confi dent that the name Sebastien Loeb will likely stay at 
the top of the books for a while to come.
 “Sebastien Loeb said: “Rally driving is the most 
fun driving you can have, because you slide, you drive on 
every surface, you jump.” Rallying will miss him, but he’ll 
also miss rallying.”

Neil Burgess, UK rally competitor, rally website and 
app developer, @NeilBurgess on twitter
“Back in 2003 we competed with our Mini in the Wales 
Rally GB. We saw the top drivers coming the other way 
along a road section, and despite battling for his fi rst 
Championship win, he still had time to give us a wave!”

Simon de Banke, De Banke Group Limited, Stage One 
Technologies:
“Nothing surprising to say that Loeb is a spectacularly 
special driver. One of my biggest passions from my 
past is limit handling: the magic of holding the car on 
the absolute, real limit, and the impossible pursuit of 
perfection.
 “I remember once in the results room in the 
Millenium Stadium in Wales, walking out onto the balcony 
to watch Loeb, and as I watched him take the hairpin for 
the fi rst time it all made sense to me. It was an absolutely 
isolated and clinical perfection. There wasn’t even the 
slightest moment of wasted energy. It combined fl uid grace 
with raw limit acceleration. I know it was only the super 
special, and only a hairpin, and only indoors, but it was a 
clinical environment where there was nowhere to hide and 

no excuses and for those 3.6 seconds I was mesmerised!
 “He is so good that he has less to think 
consciously about when taking a corner. Where other 
drivers see green letters and numbers, Loeb see’s “The 
Matrix” of competition driving. He is so utterly talented, 
that added with ice-cold focus, and a confi dence-building 
early WRC run, he is able to step back a bit more than 
everyone else, and just manage and tweak as corner after 
corner fl ashes past. His in-car is spectacular to watch for a 
driver, with the odd tweak of the steering wheel, or pedals 
rousing a “wow!” from time to time. He’s just awesome.”

Gary Boyd, New Zealand, @KiwiWRCfan on twitter:
“My favourite memory of Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena 
is not one of a great win, but of a hard-earned podium 
fi nish that was barely noticed behind one of the closest 
fi nishes in WRC history. This after two and a half days of 
Loeb at over 100 percent commitment to fi ght back, and 
almost claiming the win, after a crash on the fi rst morning 
of the event...
 “It was 2010 on the gravel highways of New 
Zealand. I was standing on the top of a hill in rolling 
farmland able to view cars for almost a kilometre. Loeb 
was leading the Championship and roadsweeping. We were 
only about 7km into the 22km-long Cassidy stage, and 
as Loeb passed it was evident something was wrong the 
left-side door opening and closing: what was happening we 
didn’t know. As soon as the next car came through, Petter 
Solberg in a privately entered Citroën C4 WRC, the split 
times on my watch showed over one minute in time loss 
already for Loeb. Word came out that Loeb had slid into a 
bridge, and had stopped to try close the door mid-stage. 
He fi nished the stage holding his door closed while driving, 
and his total time loss was almost 90 seconds. With so 
much time lost our interest switched to who might now win 
the rally. It was good to see Loeb was back on pace in the 
afternoon loop, but I think in my mind he was already well 
out of contention.
 “Sometimes you see a driver who is so noticeably 
faster than all others, and that was the case every time 
we saw Loeb on the Saturday. Running seventh on a well-
swept road, the French WRC Champion was very very 
angry and the Citroën C4 WRC’s limits were well and truly 
tested. Loeb won all six stages that day, with just the 2 
super specials won by some young gun named Ogier who 
I did not really know of at the time. Over that Saturday, 
Loeb had climbed from seventh place and 01min 20sec 
down to second overall and just 5 seconds off the lead 
of the younger Seb. That Saturday was my magic Loeb 
memory: we had just witnessed a master class in rallying, 
where Loeb was forced to dig deep and use all his skills.
 “There was still a full day to go, including two 
passes of the Whaanga Coast stage. There were six drivers 
within a minute of the lead: Ogier, Loeb, Jari-Matti Latvala, 

Dani Sordo, Petter Solberg and Mikko Hirvonen. It was 
Mikko who claimed the fi rst stage of the day, but Loeb 
benefi tted from an Ogier spin and found himself leading 
the rally. For the second time in the rally, Loeb went off 
road on the next stage returning the lead to Ogier. With 
just two stages remaining, the top six drivers were all 
within 30 seconds of the lead and Loeb was lying in fourth. 
Going into the fi nal stage, the 30km of Whaanga Coast, 
the top six were now stretched over 32 seconds. The 
atmosphere was electric standing at my favourite spectator 
spot, with panoramic views of the ocean and about 2km of 
stage in view. With six potential winners, it was time to let 
the action unfold: I can’t say I specifi cally remember any 
driver that day as everyone was on the edge. We didn’t get 
to see Petter who created his own electric atmosphere by 
crashing into an electricity pole after the stage start. Ogier 
came within 3 corners of his maiden WRC victory, but a 
late spin from thr young Frenchman gave Latvala the win 
for Ford by 2.5 seconds. Loeb eventually fi nished third with 
Mikko and Dani making the top fi ve drivers all within 25 
seconds of the winner. Just how hard were Loeb and Elena 
pushing? “I had quite a few moments during the rally: 
more than normal,” Seb refl ected afterwards. “Any of them 
could have led to me retiring.”

Tone Nesheim Tonerud, Adapta Motorsport, 
MadsOstberg.com:
“Walking back to team from a regroup at Rally Jordan 
2011, Seb catches up with me and starts talking... about 
technical things! And, he says he can not understand why 
he isn’t able to go faster. He has tried this, and that, but 
nothing seems to work. First, I look around to see if there 
is anyone else around us, but no: he is actually talking 
to me about this. So, I’m listening and saying words like 
“yes” and “hmmm” and “well.” But in my head, I’m just 
thinking: “HELP!” Is he really expecting me to come up 
with answers or even worse – advice?!? Luckily, we arrived 
at my team fi rst so I could leave the conversation with 
a “Don’t worry, you will sort it!” He ended third O/A that 
weekend.”

Xavier McCartan, Rally Journalist and PR, England, 
@mexav on twitter:
“Its funny how things work out, but nearly ten years ago 
I would never have realised in Sweden that the guy that 
signed my personal pass would go on to become a nine-
time World Champion. 
 “Loeb won in Sweden in 2004, beating Marcus 
Grönholm and Petter Solberg on his way to becoming the 
fi rst non-Scandinavian to do so. For me, this was unreal. 
You do not come into the lion’s den and beat the lion. 
But he did, and he won well. Looking back, I was always 
amazed that this fact was not repeated and talked about 
much more. For me one of the strangleholds that the 



Flying Finns had over Rallying had been well and truly 
broken, and forever at that.
 “By the generosity of RTE’s John Kenny, for 
which I will always be forever grateful, I borrowed his 
Media Pass at the fi nish of the event and headed into 
the hallowed turf of the Media Centre to see what was 
going on. To my amazement, there were only two people 
there. One was, I assume the Media Centre manager, but 
there was no doubting who the other one was. Sitting in 
his nonchalant way was one Monsieur Loeb doing one of 
several interviews in English and French to the world’s 
press. One after another he reeled off answers, and when 
it was evident he had fi nished I nervously asked him 
“Excuse moi, Monsieur Loeb, voullez vous...” And then my 
mind went blank; I did not know the French for “Sign this” 
but said it in English anyway. He looked up and said “Sure, 
no problem. I think my English is better than your French,” 
and he laughed.
 “I congratulated him on becoming the fi rst man to 

beat the Scandinavians and win in Sweden, and all he said 
was: “Yes, today has been a good day.”
 “With that Guy Fréquelin appeared, the then team 
Manager at Citroën, and I went through the “Excuse moi, 
Monsieur Fréquelin” routine again.
 “Behind me I heard a laugh and Loeb said: “I 
think you need to work on your French...” and I looked 
round to see him smile. Fréquelin kindly signed my pass 
too, but for me it was the fun and closeness of having Loeb 
there on his own.
 “I wished him well for 2004, and left fantastically 
happy at seeing that Sébastien Loeb was normal with no 
airs and graces, and I thought “He’ll do for me” and I was 
hooked as a fan.
 “In 2012, I met him again in Mexico when I 
did live radio coverage, and you know what? He hadn’t 
changed one bit. He was still fun, a twinkle in the eye, 
humble, courteous, mannerly and a credit to the sport 
of rallying. I ain’t gonna miss him, I will just continue to 

revere him. We are lucky to have had him in rallying!”

Fredrik Gustavsson, Sweden, professional golfer, 
@F_Gustavsson on twitter:
“I was 11 years old the fi rst time I ever saw Sébastien 
Loeb in a WRC car and it was on Rally Sweden’s 
Shakedown Stage in 2002. I have so many special 
memories from Séb and Daniel’s career, but I can’t share 
them all. Here are some favourites: Tour de Corse in 2005 
when they won every single stage of that event; winning 
the WRC title in 2006, even though they didn’t compete in 
the last four rallies. That really shows how superior they 
were; and,“Super Séb Saturday” in New Zeeland in 2010 
with the amazing fi ghtback on Day Two. Thank you Séb 
and Daniel for all these years and memories. It’s been 
a pleasure and privilege to follow you. You will be truly 
missed in the WRC.” H&H
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L’ESTAGE CLAIMS CRC HAT-TRICKL’ESTAGE CLAIMS CRC HAT-TRICK
Antoine L’Estage and co-driver Craig Parry won the 
Pacifi c Forest Rally last weekend, the fourth of six 
events in the Canadian Rally Championship.
 The Rockstar team of L’Estage/Parry won the fi rst 
stage of the rally and never relinquished the lead, despite 
a late-stage charge by the Subaru Canada Rally Team of 
Patrick Richard/Rob Fagg. It was L’Estage’s sixth win in ten 
years of contesting the event, and his third consecutive 
victory this year. The win brings L’Estage to within six 
points of the lead of the Canadian Rally Championship 
with two events left in the season. Richard/Fagg won fi ve 
of the 14 stages in their Subaru Impreza WRX STi despite 
gearbox woes and brake trouble. L’Estage won all of the 
remaining stages, giving him a victory margin of 44.6 
seconds after 01hr 19min of timed competition contested 

over two days.
 The battle for third place overall was very exciting 
with the team of Max Riddle/Darren Garrod looking to 
repeat their fi ne third overall result at the recent Rallye 
Defi . But, a rear suspension failure early on the second day 
of competition allowed Hardy Schmidtke/John Hall to take 
over third only to lose it themselves shortly afterwards 
with clutch failure. Schmidtke/Hall had fi nished second 
overall on this event last year.
 The fi nal overall podium saw the novice team of 
Taylor Nelson/Remington Edwards bring their Subaru home 
to a comfortable third overall, a terrifi c result for a novice 
team.
 In the Two-Wheel-Drive competition, two 
teams contesting the Canadian Rally Championship that 

had hauled from Ontario for this event both ran into 
trouble on the fi rst day of the rally. Jeffrey and Emily 
Dowell (Mitsubishi Lancer), and Paul Hartl/Chuck Storry 
(Volkswagen Golf) both had off-road excursions on Friday 
and were unable to continue. This left the door open 
for Matt and Dan Bobyn to take the class win in their 
Volkswagen Golf, taking a remarkable sixth overall in the 
process.
 24 teams contested the rally, including ten 
competing in the regional Championship section. The next 
event in the Championship is the Rocky Mountain Rally. 
Featuring all-new roads, this will also be the fi rst time that 
this event will be run in the region. For full event results, 
please head to www.pacifi cforestrally.com.

EVENT

H&H
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THE FRENCH AFFAIR CONTINUESTHE FRENCH AFFAIR CONTINUES
This past weekend’s Rallye de France-Alsace was 
the most emotionally charged event in the sport’s 
recent history. Not only were Sebastien Ogier and 
Julien Ingrassia crowned the 2013 World Rally 
Champions, but also it was a farewell to the world’s 
most successful motorsport champions Sebastien 
Loeb and Daniel Elena at their home event.
 How fi tting for it to be a French round of the 
series, in front of millions of French supporters, that this 

latest battle took place. Before even taking to the start of 
the fi rst stage, this time the Power Stage, Ogier/Ingrassia 
scored the necessary points to claim their fi rst WRC title 
– a mere formality as it was Thierry Neuville who needed 
to score a Power Stage victory for Ogier to then need 
to outscore the Belgian at the end of the weekend to 
celebrate his title victory.
 What was telling of how Ogier bounced back 
on the leader board from a lowly fi fth place overall after 

Day Two to score the victory in fi ne form, and his way 
of injecting himself into the fi ght for the rally lead at the 
right moment showed himself to truly have learned more 
than one or two lessons from his French master Sebastien 
Leob…
 Ogier was an uncharacteristic slow on Day Two 
of the rally, and Handbrakes & Hairpins was unsurprised 
with the two Frenchman having celebrated their success 
only hours before. He managed to pull his mind back 

EVENT



to the weekend’s task, and he was never more than 
30 seconds from a podium position. The top fi ve were 
intensely competitive: with less than a minute covering 
them for much of the weekend’s stages, it was a showcase 
of rallying at its best from the sport’s current top drivers: 
Neuville, Jari-Matti Latvala, Dani Sordo, Ogier and Loeb.
 After months away from a rally stage and from 
his beloved Citroën DS3 WRC, Loeb too was not his 
polished self in the early stages of the rally as he blasted 
the cobwebs off his sideways-driving skills. He powered to 
the lead after SS4, keeping the young chargers at bay in a 
battle that was hotting up with every passing stage. 
The ever-changing weather conditions made tyre choice 

vitally important, not only in staying on the road but in 
also scoring fast stage times. Loeb made an incorrect tyre 
call for Day Two’s afternoon loop of stages while in the 
lead, and this saw him drop behind Neuville and Sordo.
 A confi dent Neuville gained in speed throughout 
the afternoon, and his Ford Fiesta RS WRC ran faultlessly 
against the Volkswagen Polo R WRCs and the Citroën 
DS3 WRCs. Unfortunately for the talented Belgian, a 
stone put paid to his brilliant run at the front of the fi eld 
in SS11 on Day Three. The stone punctured his left-rear 
tyre, dropping him over a minute in precious time to him 
relegated to fi fth on the leader board.
 Quietly yet concertedly, Sordo made the right 

tyre choice calls throughout the weekend, dialed his car in 
perfectly and was focused on claiming another WRC win 
in 2013. Sordo inherited the top spot from Neuville, and 
suddenly the ding-dong battle between the Spaniard and 
Volkswagen’s Latvala escalated into a high-speed, high-
pressure fi ght for the lead. It was Latvala who closed out 
Day Three at the front of the fi eld, but this rally’s podium 
places were far from being fi nalized at the end of Day 
Three…
With the world’s motorsport eyes focused on Strasbourg 
and Hagenau, a rainy and misty Day Four greeted the 
anxious drivers. Latvala, Sordo, Ogier and Loeb were 
covered by only 5 seconds at the start of the fi nal day 



of competition. Risking it all on the fi rst stage, a brave 
Loeb spun on SS15 down an embankment and out of his 
fi nal WRC event. It was Ogier who then seized the lead, 
with Latvala and Sordo spooked by the misty corners 
and slippery sweeps. This running order was to remain to 
the fi nish. Ogier had successfully pulled off a Loeb-esque 
maneuver to place himself in the centre of the rally’s 
decisive moment. He controlled the pace from the front 
in the afternoon loop to eke out an advantage over Sordo 
and Latvala to the fi nish.
 Despite Neuville’s best efforts, he was unable to 
recover from his puncture on Day Two to regain a podium 
position, and was forced to settle for fourth place. This 
result broke his run of fi ve consecutive podium positions in 
2013.
 Evgeny Novikov came home fi fth position in 

his Qatar M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRC, never once out 
of the points-paying positions on the weekend on his 
least favourite surface. He outpaced Mikko Hirvonen, 
who was unable to fi nd a rhythm in his Citroën DS3 WRC 
and fi nished a lackluster sixth place. Seventh place went 
to Andreas Mikkelsen in his Volkswagen Polo R WRC. 
Norwegian ace Mads Ostberg placed eighth after struggling 
all weekend for pace too.
In WRC2, it was Robert Kubica who once more impressed 
by claiming ninth overall and the WRC2 win in his Citroën 
DS3 RRC. Quentin Gilbert claimed the WRC3 Class honours 
in his Citroën DS3 R3T, while Pontus Tidemand took the 
JWRC win in the Ford Fiesta R2 and also scooped the 2013 
JWRC title with one round to go. H&H

Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia
      Volkswagen Polo R WRC - 02h 53m 07.6s
02) D. Sordo/C. Del Barrio
      Citroën DS3 WRC + 12.2s
03) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila
      Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 19.5s
04) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 01m 14.1s
05) E. Novikov/I. Minor-Petrasko 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 10.9s
06) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
      Citroën DS3 WRC + 03m 37.7s
07) A. Mikkelsen/P. Nagle
      Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 04m 04.2s
08) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson 
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 04m 35.2s
09) R. Kubica/M. Baran
      Citroën DS3 RRC + 09m 31.4s
10) R. Dumas/C. Patterson
      Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 11m 55.8s
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Following three epic events in Super September, 
the 2013 FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) 
heads to Italy this weekend for the legendary 
Rallye Sanremo. And, there will be more serious 
competition ahead with the might of the ERC 
contenders taking on the cream of the Italian 
championship runners.
 Located in Italy’s Liguria region close to the 
border with France, Rallye Sanremo remains one of the 
sport’s most endearing events. With central service on 
the banks of the Mediterranean Sea and the demanding 
all-asphalt stages taking place in the hills high above the 
Italian Riviera town, the rally will be one of the highlights 
of the 2013 ERC season.
 With Skoda Motorsport’s Jan Kopecký and 
Pavel Dresler completing their ERC schedule for 2013 by 
celebrating the coveted drivers’ and co-drivers’ titles on 
the previous round in Croatia, the focus is on the ERC 
Production Car Cup and ERC 2WD Championship.
 Andreas Aigner is the man of the moment in the 
ERC Production Car Cup stakes following his top score in 
Croatia. With close rivals Germain Bonnefi s (Team Renault 
Sport Technologies) and Jaroslav Orsák (GPD Mit Metal 
Racing Team) not competing in Sanremo due to injury and 
medical reasons respectively, the Subaru Impreza ace can 
pull further clear in the title race.
 In the ERC 2WD Championship, all eyes will be 

on Kornél Lukács, who must win to keep his hopes of the 
crown alive in the absence of Eurosol-Honda Civic Type 
R’s runaway title-leader Zoltán Bessenyey. Rising talent 
Lukács has endured a torrid run of results of late, but what 
his lower-specifi cation Citroën C2R2 Max lacks in outright 
pace, the Hungarian more than makes up for in talent and 
determination.
 It’s not just several leading lights from the ERC 
who’ll be chasing success on Rallye Sanremo: a number of 
frontrunners from the Italian championship are included on 
the exciting entry. They include Skoda’s recently-crowned 
national champion Umberto Scandola, multiple title-
winner Paolo Andreucci and double European champion 
Giandomenico Basso, who has twice tasted victory in 
Sanremo, including last season when he won in a Ford 
Fiesta RRC. Now armed with a Peugeot 207 S2000, Basso 
will be one of the favourites for victory.
 Rallye Sanremo turns 55 in 2013, and to mark the 
milestone event organisers have increased the length of 
the famous Ronde stage to 55 kilometres. Run on Friday 
night, the stage is the longest on the ERC schedule and 
will test car and crew to the limit on tight, twisty and 
undulating roads.
 Peugeot’s 207 Super 2000 has a strong record 
of success on Rallye Sanremo with Kris Meeke, Paolo 
Andreucci and Thierry Neuville using the car to claim a 
hat-trick of wins between 2009 and 2011. With Andreucci, 

Stefano Albertini, Giandomenico Basso, Bryan Bouffi er plus 
Peugeot Rally Academy team-mates Jérémi Ancian and 
Craig Breen among the stars using the French machines 
this weekend, Peugeot could celebrate a quartet of 
Sanremo triumphs.
 Esapekka Lappi will return to ERC duty on Rallye 
Sanremo following his impressive showing on Barum Czech 
Rally Zlín. Lappi, the 2012 Finnish champion, will represent 
the factory Skoda Motorsport team in a Michelin-shod 
Fabia S2000, which guided Jan Kopecký to the European 
crown last month. Eurosol Racing Team Hungary’s János 
Puskádi will also be competing in a Fabia.
 The Stohl Racing operation will expand to a 
two-car team of Yokohama-equipped Subaru Impreza R4 
STIs on Rallye Sanremo with Toshi Arai returning to the 
fold after skipping the previous round in Croatia, where 
Andreas Aigner reclaimed his ERC Production Car Cup lead.
 With more than half of the entrants in two-wheel-
drive machinery, the ERC 2WD Championship runners will 
be out in force on Rallye Sanremo. Among the drivers of 
note are Sebastian Barbu (Citroën DS3 R3T), Renault Clio 
R3 ace Hannes Danzinger, Renato Pita in a Peugeot 208 
R2, the car of choice for young Italian Gabriele Cogni. 
Other frontrunners include Italian talents Alessandro 
Bettega, Simone Campedelli, Andrea Crugnola and Andrea 
Nucita.
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Thierry Neuville is currently the hottest ticket in the WRC, and Thierry Neuville is currently the hottest ticket in the WRC, and 
for very good reason. Will he stay with M-Sport for 2014, move for very good reason. Will he stay with M-Sport for 2014, move 
to Citroën or to Hyundai Motorsport even? We’re waiting for your to Citroën or to Hyundai Motorsport even? We’re waiting for your 
decision, Thierry!decision, Thierry!
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