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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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The Spaniards Carlos Sainz and Luis Moya in their Polo R WRC The Spaniards Carlos Sainz and Luis Moya in their Polo R WRC 
were among the big names at the eleventh Rallylegend in San were among the big names at the eleventh Rallylegend in San 
Marino this past weekend. The two-time WRC champions headed Marino this past weekend. The two-time WRC champions headed 
the line-up of legends tackling the stages in front of more than the line-up of legends tackling the stages in front of more than 
70,000 enthusiastic spectators. 70,000 enthusiastic spectators. 
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KUBICA’S DRESS REHEARSAL FOR 2014?KUBICA’S DRESS REHEARSAL FOR 2014?
It comes as no surprise to the sport’s insiders that 
after a highly successful season in their Citroën DS3 
RRC, Robert Kubica and his co-driver Maciek Baran 
will compete in the top-fl ight category at the fi nal 
round of the WRC. They will line-up at the start of 
Wales Rally GB in the DS3 WRC of the Abu Dhabi 
Citroën Total World Rally Team.
 After weeks of speculation whether or not Kris 
Meeke would get another drive for the factory team, the 
Pole has earned the slot to drive the factory car. Will 
this be a dress rehearsal for 2014? Or, a way to entice 
Kubica to sign a deal with the French marque for their 
WRC campaign in 2014 (and into the World Touring 
Car Championship (WTCC) in the future) in a move to 
outbid the rumours that this fast Pole is in negotiations 

with M-Sport for their WRC team in 2014? As you 
have guessed, there are more questions than answers 
generated from this announcement this week.
 With four category wins from the six rallies in 
which he has competed in 2013, Kubica can rightfully 
feel pleased with his debut season in the WRC. Currently 
leading the WRC2 championship standings, he will be 
trying to seal overall victory later this month at Rally RACC 
Catalunya, where second place would be enough for him 
to win his fi rst world title.
 Convinced by the qualities of the Pole, Yves 
Matton (Citroën Racing Team Principal) detailed the 
reasons behind this choice, entirely in keeping with the 
team’s policy for showcasing promising drivers:  “In my 
discussions with Robert, we agreed that he would move 

up to the next category if he won the WRC2 title. It’s 
true that as things stand, he hasn’t won the title. But 
even if he doesn’t win it in Spain, he has still had a very 
successful season. He is therefore perfectly entitled to 
have a go at Wales Rally GB. There is no doubt that his 
motivation and professional attitude mean he can set his 
sights on securing a good result.”
 “This one-off outing for the works team is a 
great opportunity for me, but it’s also a huge challenge,” 
revealed Robert. “Wales Rally GB wasn’t part of my 
original programme, so I’m very happy to be able to 
have this precious experience. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank my partners for this season, who 
have made this possible.”
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FIVE WEEKS TO SAFARI CLASSICFIVE WEEKS TO SAFARI CLASSIC
With just fi ve weeks to go to the start of the 
Kenya Airways East African Safari Classic Rally the 
excitement is starting to build. There is a realisation 
that soon all sixty-plus rally cars and their 
associated spare parts, wheels and tyres will be 
arriving in Mombasa by sea and by road means that 
the crews who will drive them away from Mombasa 
on 21 November.
 The frisson that the rally crews feel is generated 
by the fact that they are about to tackle a 4,100km route 
through some of the original sections used on this rally’s 
illustrious predecessor, the East African Safari Rally. For 
fi fty years, the Safari was the gold standard for toughness 
on major international rallies. First held in 1953 to 
celebrate the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, the last of 
these events was held in 2002. So popular was the concept 
that one year later it was re-born in ‘historic’ format as the 
Safari Classic and has run every other year since.
 As in the fi ve previous Safari Classics, the route 
will pass through the countryside regions of Kenya and 
Tanzania. It will take the competing cars from sea level on 
the Indian Ocean at Mombasa to altitudes of some 2,600 

metres above the Great Rift Valley in Central Kenya. It 
will pass under the legendary slopes of Tanzania’s Mount 
Kilimanjaro and visit several of the region’s famous game 
reserves and national parks. During the nine-day rally, 
there is one day of rest and recuperation in the middle 
where it is permitted to service the cars for an extended 
six-hour period and this takes place at the Ol Tukai Lodge 
in the Amboseli national park. Typical of the event, for 
both nights that the rally is there the park rangers have to 
provide ‘security’ in the service area to prevent inquisitive 
elephants from ‘playing’ with the rally cars.
 Just over sixty crews from all over the world 
have entered the 2013 Kenya Airways Safari Classic and 
the cars that they are driving are equally diverse. They 
all have to be of a model that was manufactured before 
1979 and yet comply with all modern safety standards. 
There is a preponderance of Porsche 911s in the entry this 
time, probably indicative of the fact that the last Safari 
Classic in 2011 was won by ex-World Rally Champion, 
Björn Waldegård, in a Porsche 911. He may fi nd it even 
more diffi cult this year as he will fi nd another ex-World 
Rally Champion and fellow Swede Stig Blomqvist also in a 

Porsche 911.
 With no fewer that 31 Porsche 911s entered, 
one might be forgiven for wondering who might be able 
take the fi ght to the Porsches. There is no diffi culty there 
since six-times Kenyan Rally Champion and Safari Classic 
winner in 2009 Ian Duncan is returning with his Ford Capri 
V6 while another Kenyan ex-champion Alistair Cavenagh 
heads a list of drivers who are behind the wheel of Ford 
Escort RSs similar to those cars that won the original 
Safari Rally in 1972 and 1977.
 A car that made its name winning the Safari Rally 
in 1971 and 1973 was the Datsun 240Z and there is a 
strong group of drivers from within Kenya and outside who 
are driving Datsun 260Zs – the same model that won the 
fi rst two Safari Classics in 2003 and 2005.
 Adding variety to the entry list are Mazda RX7s, 
Datsun 1800s, Ford Escort Mk1s, and then the true 
individualists who are driving cars like a Mercedes 220SE, 
a Chevrolet Corvette and a Ferrari 308 Dino GT4. Any one 
of the sixty or so cars that leaves Mombasa can have a 
chance of success.
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Italian ace Giandomenico Basso made a heroic 
return to the FIA European Rally Championship 
(ERC) by winning his home event, Rallye Sanremo, 
which reached a dramatic climax in the hills of the 
picturesque Liguria region in northern Italy.
 Basso, a double European champion, has been 
absent from the ERC this season but secured a late deal 
to contest the penultimate round in a Peugeot 207 S2000 
alongside co-driver Mitia Dotta. Using Michelin’s new 

hard-compound PILOT Sport R30 tyre for the fi rst time, 
Basso started the fi nal stage leading Bryan Bouffi er by 
seven seconds. But when Bouffi er was forced to change a 
puncture, Basso took victory in Sanremo for the third time 
and the fourth for Peugeot’s 207 S2000.
 “I’m very, very happy,” said Basso. “I came here 
with the intention of winning, but at one point I thought it 
was not possible because we did not have a good feeling 
with the car and I suffered for this. However, we made 

some changes in service to the dampers and that allowed 
the tyres to work better. When we set the fastest time on 
SS8 we realised winning was possible. I am also hoping 
this result will help me put together a more comprehensive 
programme in the ERC next year.”
 Basso wasn’t the only winner this weekend: 
Andreas Aigner wrapped up the ERC Production Car Cup 
title in his Yokohama-shod Subaru Impreza R4 STI with 
Zoltán Bessenyey clinching the ERC 2WD Championship 

EVENT

Words by Words by H&H • H&H • Pictures byPictures by ERC Media ERC Media
BASSO IMPRESSES IN ERCBASSO IMPRESSES IN ERC



for Eurosol-Honda Civic Type R after close rival and fellow 
Hungarian Kornél Lukács was unable to score the points 
needed to keep the title fi ght alive.
 “It’s very, very good and I’m really, really happy,” 
said Aigner, who was co-driven by Barbara Watzl. “I knew 
before the weekend this rally would be really hard, but it 
was even harder. The car was absolutely perfect and the 
Yokohama tyres were working really well especially for the 
fi rst time with the new pattern.”
 While Basso celebrated his second successive 

victory in Sanremo, there was frustration for multiple 
Italian title-winner Paolo Andreucci who dropped out 
of a comfortable lead when he made a rare error four 
kilometres into Day Two’s third stage. “I noticed before the 
stage there was low pressure in one tyre so we changed 
it, but the tyre was worn,” Andreucci explained. “Then 
in a slippery section about 4km in I lost it. It was quite 
a straightforward place and maybe I did not pay enough 
attention. I hit something in the rear so we changed 
the left-rear tyre and that was it. Of course you make 

mistakes, but I don’t remember making a mistake as 
stupid as this.”
 Despite taking less than two minutes to change 
their punctured tyre, Bouffi er and co-driver Xavier Panseri 
slipped to fourth in the overall standings behind Alessandro 
Perico and Fabrizio Carrara. Perico would have been 
second but for a charging effort by Esapekka Lappi on the 
fi nal stage. Lappi said he “pushed like hell” in his factory 
Skoda Motorsport Fabia S2000 to clinch the runner-up 
spot by winning the stage alongside navigator and fellow 



Finn Janne Ferm. Cheered on by Skoda team-mate and 
European champion Jan Kopecký, Lappi had started the 
fi nal leg in sixth overall following a conservative drive on 
his Sanremo debut and his sixth start on asphalt.
 Stefano Albertini fi nished fi fth with Paolo 
Andreucci recovering to sixth having slipped outside of the 
top ten at one point. Federico Gasperetti dominated the 
ERC Production Car Cup division in his Renault Mégane RS 
N4, fi nishing seventh overall in the process. Alex Vittalini 
won the ERC 2WD Championship category after Day 
One’s leader Simone Campedelli crashed out on Day Two’s 
opener. Vittalini, in a Citroën DS3 R3T, had actually slipped 
to second in Class starting the fi nal stage, but moved 
back ahead when Danilo Ameglio retired. Michele Tassone 
fi nished second with Gabriele Cogni third in a Peugeot 208 
R2. Young Russian driver Vasily Gryazin fought back from 

a puncture to complete the top ten. Craig Breen restarted 
on Day Two following his exit on the fi rst Ronde night 
stage, and clocked several rapid stage times in his Peugeot 
Rally Academy entry. Team-mate Jérémi Ancian retired 
with engine failure on SS3.
 Robert Consani returned to the action after 
stopping following SS1 with a brake glitch on his Team 
Renault Sport Technologies Mégane RS N4. Subaru driver 
Toshi Arai fi nished third in the ERC Production Cup, but 
Alain Pyrame went off the road on the fi nal stage while 
running fourth.
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Final Overall Classifi cation:
01) G. Basso/M. Dotta 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 - 02h 37m 37.3s
02) E. Lappi/J. Ferm 
      Skoda Fabia S2000 + 01m 43.0s
03) A. Perico/F. Carrara 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 01m 47.1s
04) B. Bouffi er/X. Panseri 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 01m 52.9s
05) S. Albertini/S. Scattolin 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 02m 10.4s
06) P. Andreucci/A. Andreussi 
      Peugeot 207 S2000 + 10m 01.0s
07) F. Gasperetti/F. Ferrari 
      Renault Mégane RS N4 + 10m 35.2s
08) A. Vittalini/S. Tavecchio 
      Citroën DS3 R3T + 11m 40.2s
09) M. Tassone/M. Rosso
      Renault Clio R3 + 11m 48.8s
10) V. Gryazin/D. Chumak 
      Ford Fiesta S2000 + 12m 26.3s
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WHO’LL WIN THE SUNSEEKER?WHO’LL WIN THE SUNSEEKER?EVENT

Rallye Sunseeker International is just days away, 
and for the fi rst time the south of England event will 
decide the MSA British Rally Championship. With 
a 50 percent points bonus available in Poole, the 
prestigious title decider will be as unpredictable as 
the British weather; Finland, Northern Ireland or 
Wales, all in with a shout in Dorset this weekend.
 The event’s move from February to 18 - 19 
October has meant that the organisers have had plenty of 
time to produce a rally worthy to decide what has been a 
fantastic season-long battle. What remains on this blast 
around the forests to the north of Poole, is the excellent 
pre-event promotion and short but challenging stages on 
a unique surface that rewards neatness and saps power 
from those who stray from true. What an appropriate 
setting for the fi ght between championship hopefuls Jukka 
Korhonen/Marko Salminen, Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble 
and Tom Cave/Ieuan Thomas, three Citroën DS3 crews 
who guarantee new names on the solid silver trophy on 
Saturday afternoon.
 Korhonen has the upper hand after fi ve rallies 
and a third place fi nish will fulfi l his 2012 vow to return 
the British Rally Championship crown to Finland for the 
fi rst time since the new millennium. But, the Finns have 
not had it all their own way this year. Without a run of bad 
luck for several of the other protagonists, the story might 
have been different. Two wins early on were followed by 

a hat-trick of second places, bettered fi rst by Fisher in 
Scotland, then twice by Osian Pryce/Dale Furniss in Ulster 
and Yorkshire. It is Fisher who is the biggest threat to 
the 29-year-old Finn. Already proving his mettle with his 
win on Scottish gravel, the 25-year-old Ulsterman lies 
second in the points table. While the gap may seem large 
at 20 points, the Sunseeker bonus coupled with everyone 
dropping their worst score of the season means that a win 
for Fisher would force Korhonen to push for a podium to 
grab the title. Cave also has a chance of stealing the title. 
Admittedly even with a win, he needs Korhonen to have a 
really bad day in the forests around Ringwood, as Wales 
will rely on Finland being outside the top six at the fi nish.
 Mark Donnelly/Dai Roberts carry number one on 
the door as last year’s Sunseeker victors, and the reigning 
Pirelli Star Driver would dearly love to defend the win and 
reckons he has a couple of car tweaks to make it happen. 
John MacCrone/Phil Pugh have proved they can bounce 
back after their monumental Ulster crash – another pair 
with the top podium step in sight?
 An added incentive to go for broke for the last two 
championship podium steps is that of free entry to the fi nal 
round of the World Rally Championship, Wales Rally GB. 
The BRC/WRGB Road to Wales joint-promotion means that 
the top three have guaranteed places alongside the best 
drivers on the planet – no pressure then lads!
 Ireland’s Daniel McKenna/Arthur Kierans have 

dominated the top of the points table in this series for 
non-R3 cars, but it hasn’t been plain sailing. The crew 
has been lucky so far to overcome the usual niggles and 
problems associated with contesting Britain’s premier rally 
series. And sadly for the hordes of spectators that Rallye 
Sunseeker attracts, the pair will be fi rmly in survival mode 
as they merely need to cross the fi nish line to secure the 
Fiesta SportTrophy, BRC RallyTwo and a free entry on 
Wales Rally GB. Norway’s Steve Røkland and England’s 
James Aldridge comprise the only crew who could take the 
title from McKenna. They must place fi rst or second and 
hope that misfortune befalls their Fiesta R2 rivals to move 
ahead. 
 For the Twingo Renaultsport R1 Trophy and MSA 
British Junior Rally Championship, Ben and Jason Mckay 
are in a similar position to McKenna; their rivals Harry 
Threlfall/Andy Bull aren’t the types to wish ill on anybody, 
but without retirement in the Mckay camp, championship 
glory will elude them.
 The rally begins with Friday evening’s ceremonial 
start at Poole Quay at 17h45. The action begins in earnest 
on Saturday morning and features three loops of Ringwood 
Forest stages split by service at Creekmoor to the north of 
Poole. The cars also visit Somerley Park where the event 
and championship winners will no doubt celebrate on the 
stop of the fi nal stage ahead of the ceremonial fi nish. H&H
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PREVIEW FOR POLOKWANE PODIUMPREVIEW FOR POLOKWANE PODIUM
Following their third successive victory and fi fth 
from the six rallies held so far, reigning South 
African Champions Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton 
(Ford Dealer Team Fiesta S2000) are well on their 
way to winning the 2013 Championship.
 The penultimate round of the eight-event series 
sees the country’s top rallying exponents head for the 
Limpopo Province and the Polokwane Motor Rally on Friday 
18 October and Saturday 19 October. With a maximum of 
50 points on offer in the last two rounds, Cronje/Houghton 
(138 points) enjoy the relative luxury of a 40-point 
advantage over second-placed Johnny Gemmell/Carolyn 
Swan (Castrol Team Toyota Yaris S2000). Third overall and 
also in the premier S2000 Class are former champions Jan 
Habig/Robert Paisley (Basil Read Ford Fiesta S2000), the 
only other combination to have won an event this year, 
who are 44.5 points in arrears and the only other crew 
who still have a mathematical chance of taking the title.
 While Cronje/Houghton might well be headed 
for a second successive title, the battle for the remaining 

two podium places in the championship will be a matter 
of pride among the top six contenders who are separated 
by just 20 points. They include fourth-placed Giniel de 
Villiers/Greg Godrich (Imperial Toyota Yaris S2000), Jean-
Pierre Damseaux/Hilton Auffray (Team TOTAL Toyota Auris 
S2000 - the leading S2000 Challenge car), Leeroy Poulter/
Elvéne Coetzee (Castrol Team Toyota Yaris S2000) and 
Henk Lategan/Barry White (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo 
S2000). 
 Damseaux/Auffray will be concentrating on 
protecting their lead in the S2000 Challenge for older 
specifi cation four-wheel drive cars after winning the 
category three out of six times so far. They currently enjoy 
a lead of 12 points over defending champions Gugu Zulu/
Carl Peskin (Volkswagen Sasolracing Polo Vivo S2000) 
and a 19.5-point advantage over TOTAL team-mates 
Mohammed Moosa/Andre Vermeulen.
 With just 11 points separating the top four 
and three different winners in the past six rounds, the 
S1600 Class is the most hotly contested in South Africa. 

There was a triumphant return to form of early season 
championship leaders Thilo Himmel/Armand du Toit 
(Toyota Etios R2) in the previous round in the Western 
Cape, where they recorded their third victory of the year, 
and they now trail current front-runners Clint Weston/
Christoff Snyders (Reef Tankers Citroen C2 R2) by just two 
points. Breathing down their necks are Craig Trott/Janine 
Lourens (Team TOTAL Toyota RunX S1600). Trott’s vast 
experience and his famous consistency has seen him stay 
within four points of the leaders without winning a round. 
 Toyota, with 550 points, will be seeking a record 
21st Manufacturers’ Championship and lead Volkswagen 
(407 points) by 143 points. Ford is third with 393.5 points. 
 The third Polokwane Motor Rally will start at noon 
on Friday and the opening day will consist of fi ve gravel 
stages and a tarmac stage to end the day at the Peter 
Mokaba Stadium at around 17h00. The rally will restart on 
Saturday at 06h30 with the fi rst of four gravel stages some 
40km north of the city. The fi nal stage will be a repeat of 
Friday’s short tarmac test at Peter Mokaba stadium.

EVENT
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Nasser Al-Attiyah secured his ninth FIA Middle East Rally Nasser Al-Attiyah secured his ninth FIA Middle East Rally 
Championship title, claiming the crown in fi ne style after Championship title, claiming the crown in fi ne style after 
dominating the Cyprus Rally. The Qatari is a formidable driver, dominating the Cyprus Rally. The Qatari is a formidable driver, 
and with Giovanni Bernacchini calling the pace notes, victory on and with Giovanni Bernacchini calling the pace notes, victory on 
the fi nal round of the season was just reward in their Ford Fiesta the fi nal round of the season was just reward in their Ford Fiesta 
RRC.RRC.
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