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 On special from now until we close on December the 20th is the OMP Dynamo 

professional multi-layer nomex race suit. Positioned in the middle to upper region of 

OMP’s race suit range, the double-layer Dynamo features pre-curved sleeves and a 

number of other features to ensure maximum comfort when you’re behind the wheel. 

We’re offering a R1000 discount from ATS with every purchase of our stock 

range of OMP Dynamo race suits, but phone first as we have a limited range of sizes 

and colours available. 

 

http://www.ats-motorsport.co.za


To receive your FREE weekly HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS eMagazine, or if you’d like to share 
this with a friend please send your e-mail address 
to evan.hhmag@gmail.com. HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS is not a SPAM e-mail: email addresses 
are added to the mailing list voluntarily.

All content copyrighted property of HANDBRAKES & 
HAIRPINS, 2007-12. This publication is fully protected 
by copyright and nothing may be reprinted in whole 
or in part without written permission from the editor. 
While reasonable precautions have been taken to ensure 
the accuracy of information from sources and given to 
readers, the editor cannot accept responsibility for any 
inconvenience or damage that may arise therefrom.
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Editor Evan Rothman

Favourite rally car? Audi Quattro S2
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? WRC Rallye Deutschland
Favourite rally? Total Rally, South Africa

Tweets too much about rallying, loves nothing 
more than spectating on a forest rally, and has 
aspirations of being the world’s greatest rally 
journalist. He’s also oftentimes seen with a 
camera in one hand and his mobile phone in the 
other.

E-mail us evan.hhmag@gmail.com
Call us +27 83 452 6892
Surf us http://wp.me/pkXc
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Photojournalist Eva Kovkova

Favourite rally car? Citroën C4 WRC
Current favourite WRC driver? Mads Østberg
Favourite WRC rally? Vodafone Rally de Portugal
Favourite rally? White Nights Rally, Lahdenpohja, 
Russia

Likes to walk in the Swedish snow forests or on 
Portuguese dusty hills, likes to freeze, to get wet 
in the rain or to melt from the heat during photo 
hunts for fl ying cars and smiling faces. Also is 
known as a press ice bear working for South 
Africa :)
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06 • P1 in R2 of BRC

07 • Brits tops in USA again
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WIN!WIN!

If you’re reading this, we’re very pleased you have 
opened this week’s edition of HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS. 
Our 300th edition is a celebration of Champions from 
around the world. Form the top level of international 
rallying to the the most action-packed domestic 
championship in the world, we’ve got it covered for you 
this week.
 We’re back at full power, and we’ve already 
putting fi nishing touches to next week’s 2013 “Season 
Review” issue. But fi rst, please enjoy this week’s 
“Champions Edition” and our milestone 300th publication. 
From very humble beginnings to the World Rally 
Championship in six years, it is to YOU who we dedicate 
this issue. THANK YOU!

Evan and Eva

WIN two copies of South Africa’s Derek Jacob’s 
fascinating book titled “Against the Clock & everything 
else!” To enter, simply tell us what is Derek’s nationality, 
and sending your answer to evan.hhmag@gmail.com!

https://www.facebook.com/HandHmag
http://www.twitter.com/evan_rothman


The Kenyan Airways East African Safari Classic Rally is nearing The Kenyan Airways East African Safari Classic Rally is nearing 
its fi nal days of competition, and it has been an intense battle its fi nal days of competition, and it has been an intense battle 
between the Tuthill Porsche 911s, Datsun 260Zs and a lone Ford between the Tuthill Porsche 911s, Datsun 260Zs and a lone Ford 
Capri V8. With former World Rally Champions vying for the lead, Capri V8. With former World Rally Champions vying for the lead, 
the race to the fi nish is set to be dramatic and action-packed.the race to the fi nish is set to be dramatic and action-packed.
Follow our daily reports at http://wp.me/pkXc.Follow our daily reports at http://wp.me/pkXc.
Picture by Mcklein.dePicture by Mcklein.de
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Words by H&H • Picture by ERC Media

Talented Australian driver Molly Taylor and her 
English co-driver Sebastien Marshall claimed the hard-
fought Ladies’ Trophy in the 2013 FIA European Rally 
Championship with two rallies to run!
 Contesting eight rounds of the ERC in a Citroën 
DS3 R3, she claimed the title at the Croatia Rally after a 

commendable season of mixing it with the faster R3T class 
competitors.
 Speaking to HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS after 
claiming her title, Taylor said: ”It was tough, but eventually 
we made it. I wish to thank the Team, Seb and United 
Business who believed in me. I had the opportunity to 
work in a highly professional structure; they have always 
provided me the best. I thank Paolo Butelli and all the boys: 

they were fantasctic throughout the season. When you win 
it all seems easy and completely granted, but the season 
was tough. Seb and I tackled eight events of the European 
series, seven of which for the fi rst time, and we worked hard 
to reach this goal. The Ladies’ Trophy was won on the roads, 
and the entire team celebrates.”

2013 LADIES’ CHAMPION: MOLLY TAYLOR2013 LADIES’ CHAMPION: MOLLY TAYLOR

H&H



IRELAND’S NEXT GREAT WRC HOPEIRELAND’S NEXT GREAT WRC HOPE
Words by H&H • Picture by Jakob Ebrey Photography

After a heavy competitive schedule in 2013, 26-year-
old Irishman Daniel McKenna completed his most 
successful season to date.
 Running as Motorsport Ireland’s Billy Coleman 
Award winner throughout 2013, McKenna took to the 
British Rally Championship’s six events to win the BRC’s 
RallyTwo and Class 6 classifi cation for R2-spec cars. He 
fi nished eighth overall in the Overall Drivers’ Championship 
standings, beating several R3 and R3T Class drivers. This 
led to the Irishman selected as a fi nalist in the Pirelli Star 
Driver Shootout, which he won after a gruelling two days 
of assessment by a panel of fi ve judges agt Sweet Lamb 
Motorsport Complex in Wales.
 McKenna’s now the latest in a long line of drivers 
to receive a fully-paid drive in the Pirelli-supported British 
Rally Championship courtesy of the renowned Italian tyre 
fi rm. Piloting a Citroen DS3 R3T, McKenna will compete on all 
seven rounds of next year’s British Rally Championship in a 
car capable of winning the overall championship title.

Q: What does it mean to you to have won this year’s 
Pirelli Star Driver shootout?
DM: “It is the biggest moment of my rallying career to date. 
It means so much. I now have a chance to compete in the 
next level of the sport which is the perfect progression for 
me. To represent Pirelli is fantastic and I hope to be a great 
ambassador for the brand and do Pirelli proud. I would like 
to thank Pirelli and the judging panel at the shootout for 
giving me this incredible opportunity.”

Q: Can you tell us a bit about your rallying history?
DM: “I became involved through my father and uncles as 
they competed at a clubman level for years. I began junior 
stock car racing at the age of 10 before starting to co-
drive for my father in night navigations in Ireland. I then 
progressed to co-driving in stages rallies at 16. We then 
built our fi rst rally car and I began driving in sprints and 
autocross events before starting to drive in stages rallies 
at a clubman level. I then progressed by moving up in 
the class of car I was using through regional and national 
championships before starting international events in 2010. I 

have stayed at this level for a few years now and I am ready 
to make an attempt on wining the BRC with Pirelli before 
moving on to ERC and WRC events.”

Q: What is your favourite BRC event and why?
DM: “The Ulster Rally because asphalt is my preferred 
surface and of course it is close to home. I’m looking forward 
to Rally Isle of Man coming back next year as it is a massive 
challenge and one I think I will relish. The Bulldog Rally of 
North Wales will also be epic and has some of the greatest 
gravel stages in the world.”

Q: Where do you see yourself in three years’ time?
DM: “I hope to be competing in the WRC 3 or have 
progressed to WRC 2 level by that time. I believe in my 
ability and if I can prove myself and get the opportunities, I 
can’t see any reason why I will not be there.”

Q: And fi nally, can we expect to see you winning 
rallies in 2014?
DM: “Absolutely!” H&H



BRITS BEST IN USA AGAINBRITS BEST IN USA AGAIN
Words by H&H • Picture by Subaru USA

David Higgins and co-driver Craig Drew claimed 
their third consecutive Rally America National 
Championship title for Subaru Rally Team USA in 
2013. Antoine L’Estage and Ken Block were amongst 
this British pairing’s strongest rivals, but Higgins, 
Drew and their Subaru Impreza WRX STi were 
unstoppable once more.
 This was Higgins’ most diffi cult ttile victory in 
the USA, with the Isle of Man son entering the fi nal round 

of the 2013 season ocked in a head-to-head battle with 
Ken Block/Alex Gelsomino (Hoonigan Racing Division Ford 
Fiesta). On the fi nal day of the season-ending Lake Superior 
Performance Rally (LSPR), Block rolled his car. At the time, 
Higgins was over 15sec ahead and was then able to coast 
to the fi nish and to the Championship title. He scored three 
victories, three runner-up results and a third place in 2013: 
quite a remarkable record!
 In fact, Higgins summed up the action from the 
season rather succinctly when asked about this event: “The 
pace Block and I were both going made it entirely possible 

to happen to any one of us. It was the fastest that we have 
ever gone.”
 Throughout the season, the fast-paced Brit was 
always a fan favourite for his happy-go-lucky attitude out of 
the car and his ability to extract the maximum from his car 
in the most unpredictable of surface and weather conditions. 
“We’ve enjoyed this weekend,” said Higgins. “That was really 
the biggest, most important factor. Sure there was a lot of 
pressure, but we really went out there to have fun.” H&H



https://www.facebook.com/danielmckennarallying


SOUTH AFRICA’S FAST & FEARLESSSOUTH AFRICA’S FAST & FEARLESS
Words by H&H • Picture by Evan Rothman

South Africa might be a small player in the world 
of rallying. But, for this nation located at the 
foot of Africa it has a rich heritage of motorsport 
innovation and competition. When Class S2000 
was fi rst introduced to the world in 2005, it was 
the South African National Rally Championship that 
debuted this basic forerunner to the current World 
Rally Championship’s WRC-2 and World Rally Car. 
Volkswagen of South Africa and Toyota South Africa 
were the fi rst manufacturers to develop and build 
S2000 rally machines, with each building two for the 
fi rst season. 
 After nine years of S2000 competition, the South 
African National Rally Championship was dominated like 
never before. Claiming seven of eight event wins and scoring 
the maximum possible 175 of 175 points on offer (after 

dropped scores), the 2013 season is truly one to remember. 
Mark Cronje and Robin Houghton, along with their hard-
working service crew and support staff, have left an 
indelible mark on South Africa’s motorsport landscape. With 
their M-Sport Ford Fiesta S2000, they overcame their six 
factory Volkswagen and Toyota rivals to defend their 2012 
Championship titles in the best possible way.
 To put it into perspective, South Africa’s legendary 
rally talents Sarel van der Merwe and Serge Damseaux 
claimed 21 national rally championships between them in 
the 1980 and 1990s. Their intense rivalry was made all the 
more spectacular as Van der Merwe competed for Audi and 
Volkswagen while Damseaux did duty for Toyota. Through 
the glorious days of Group B to the kit-car Group A era, the 
two manufacturers were head and shoulders above the rest. 
Van der Merwe’s 11 national titles and Damseaux’s ten are 
the stuff of dreams and legend now.
 However, Cronje and Houghton’s 2013 record has 

escalated them into the exclusive club of dominant rally 
crews. This pairing stormed to fi ve consecutive victories in 
2013, the fi rst time this has been achieved since 1996 when 
Damseaux/Vito Bonafede did so. The only other crews to 
manage this feat are LB ODendaal/Christo Kuun in 1972 and 
Van der Merwe/Frans Boshoff in 1981 and 1985. Cronje/
Houghton’s total of seven victories in a single season puts 
them in the same class once more as Van der Merwe (1980 
and 1983) and Damseaux (1995 and 1996).
 Ford won every round of the South African 
Championship: only the second time this has ever been 
achieved in the sport’s history in South Africa. The fi rst time 
was in 1983 when the legendary Audi Quattro recorded nine 
of nine victories. Cronje/Houghton’s season was made all the 
more impressive when staring at this statistic: they claimed 
one in two stage victories on offer in 2013! H&H



EUROPE’S BEST GOT BETTER IN 2013EUROPE’S BEST GOT BETTER IN 2013
With four runner-up Intercontinental Rally Challenge 
series’ titles to his name, and the European Rally 
Championship overhauled for 2013 with even more 
serious competitors than before, Czech pairing Jan 
Kopecky and Pavel Dresler had their work cut out from 
Round One in Austria for the Jannerallye to the very 
last this season.
 A level-headed and mature Kopecky had to contend 
not only with a Formula One race winner, a slew of rallyign 
drivers aiming to make a name for themselves, and a bevy 
of RRC and R5 rally machines faster than his ageing Skoda 
Fabia S2000.
 What his rivals didn’t factor into their game plan 
was his drive and determination: six wins from eight ERC 

starts, with this other two results coming in the form of 
second and third place positions. The other four rounds 
of this series he didn’t contest. Those wins came at the 
Jannerally, the Canary Island, the Azores, Romania, the 
Barum Czech Rally and in Croatia. He placed second in Tour 
de Corse and third in Poland, giving his 2013 season record 
a polished look.
 HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS’ contributor Liga Stirna 
caught up with him after claiming his title at the ERC Rally 
Poland:
Q: You are the fi rst champion of the new-look ERC...
JK: “Yes, it’s interesting and very good that IRC and ERC are 
now together in one event and here in Poland we saw that it 
is good challenge for everyone. And it’s nice also that local 

drivers have a chance to win: they do not need a factory car, 
and still can win a rally!”

Q: What have you learned?
JK: “That I still have many things where to improve on 
gravel as in Czech Republic we don’t have a single gravel 
rally. Last year I did one gravel rally, this year: three. And, I 
am learning!”

What is unclear at the time of writing this article, are 
Skoda Motorsport’s plans for 2014. With the ERC hotting 
up signifi cantly for next season, Jan Kopecky’s attitude and 
pace are what can steer this cteam to the top step of the 
podium once more. H&H



FINNISH FEVERFINNISH FEVER
Words by H&H • Picture by Citroën Racing

The rally that stood apart from the rest on the 2013 
World Rally Championship calendar was the Neste Oil 
Rally Finland. 
 Cheering, celebrating and even crying, hundreds 
of thousands of fans witnessed one of the most fascinating 
rallies of recent times. It was by far the most exciting 
event of the 2013 calendar for fans. What made it even 
more memorable was that the fans took to Social Media 
to document just about every corner of this iconic rally for 
the world to see. The fans played a most integral role in 
elevating this rally above all others in the series; it was what 
the WRC is all about, and a healthy reminder of where the 
power of the sport truly lies...
 WRC is a fantastically spectator-friendly motorsport 
discipline, boasting the most volca and enthusiastic of fans 
in the motorsport world. So, where do these fans meet? At 
the Nest Oil Rally Finland of course!
 This event for HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS kicked 
off with a tweet from one of the sport’s most respected 

journalists: “Today I saw cars in the air, blokes on the 
fl oor and blondes at every turn. Rallying, it seems, has 
come home.” That was from David Evans, rallies editor for 
Autosport and Motorsport News magazines in the UK. The 
action over the course of the weekend reached feverpitch for 
many of those same reasons.
 Words such as sisu, Ouninpohja and painaa have 
become part of our vocabulary. These Finnish words are as 
closely linked to this sport as handbrakes are to hairpins. 
But, the Finnish fever didn’t spread to the podium of 
this year’s event. The fastest was a Frenchman named 
Sebastien, but not Loeb. Ogier and co-driver Julien Ingrassia 
(Volkswagen Motorsport) seemingly toyed with the fi eld on 
the fi nal day of the event to underline their dominance in the 
series that they have towered over in 2013. For the opening 
two days of competition, it was a thrilling four-car battle 
for the overall lead, with the momentum swinging between 
Ogier and the two Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team crews of 
Mads Ostberg/Jonas Andersson and Thierry Neuville/Nicolas 
Gilsoul. The two M-Sport Fiesta RS WRC crews were unable 
to stretch their pace to match that of the Volkswagen Polo 

R WRC of Ogier, but the fi ght remained over a handful of 
seconds throughout the weekend. Such is the nature of this 
iconic and unique event, that tenths of a second separated 
these top crews each stage... Each stage of the event was 
gripping to follow, with blow-by-blow accounts from the 
sport’s biggest hitters drained from full concentration on the 
rollercoaster gravel roads around Jyvaskyla.
 With broken suspensions, overheating engines 
and shattered wheels ruining the event for many, the over 
500,000 spectators entering the stages on each day of the 
rally were kept entertained by the sideways and high-speed 
antics of the world’s bravest drivers.
 Expecting a Finnish victory on home soil, the Finns 
were however not disappointed to see Ogier take on the 
world’s most famous rally stage: Ouninpohja. Ogier smashed 
Mikko Hirvonen’s stage record on the event’s second pass 
of the unique 33km speed test, setting a time of 15min 
08.9sec. It was a brave drive from Ogier, and HANDBRAKES 
& HAIRPINS will henceforth refer to Ouninpohja as 
Ogierinpohja. H&H



THE CHAMPIONS OF CHAMPIONSTHE CHAMPIONS OF CHAMPIONS



Words by H&H • Pictures by Volkswagen Motorsport

We’ve taken you through the various champions from 
around the world, introduced you to the raw speed of 
rising talents and an emerging team. Just who are the 
Champions of Champions? This might be a contentious 
topic for 2013, with nine-times World Rally Champions 
Sebastien Loeb and Daniel Elena bowing out from 
our beloved sport during this season. With this pair’s 
phenomenal record of 78 wins from 167 starts in the 

WRC, their statistics will not be eclipsed for many 
years.
 This article is, however, not about Loeb and Elena. 
HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS celebrates Sebastien Ogier, Julien 
Ingrassi and Volkswagen Motorsport as our Champions of 
Champions.
 Winning nine of the 13 WRC events this year, 
handing Volkswagen Motorsport and their brand-new Polo R 
WRC its fi rst title in its maiden season of competition, Ogier 
and Ingrassia managed a feat few before him have.

 The two Frenchman displayed a masterclass of 
rallying in 2013. Ogier adopted a Loeb-esque strategy of 
controlling the rally by inserting himself into the fi ght at just 
the right moment to seal victory. Smooth, fast and ultra-
confi dent, Ogier won the most stage wins in 2013 and the 
most podium fi nishes too by nearly double his nearest rival. 
It was a spectacular tour de force from this team in 2013!

Q: World Rally Champions! And your fi rst time and in 
your fi rst year with the Volkswagen Polo R WRC. What 



does this mean to you?
Sébastien Ogier: “I am absolutely overjoyed! To have won 
the World Championship title in France is an absolute dream 
come true. It is crazy. It is fantastic what we have achieved.”

Q: What is the best moment of your career so far, 
apart from claiming the title in France?
SO: “Our win in Sweden this year. That was simply a perfect 
rally and the fi rst win with Volkswagen. We had a fantastic 
duel with Sébastien Loeb, who really put us under pressure, 

meaning we had to be fl at out at all times. And our maiden 
win in Portugal in 2010 will always have a special place in 
my heart.”

Q: What is your favourite WRC stage in the WRC?
SO: “Tricky question, as there are so many nice special 
stages. On asphalt ‘Moulinet’ at the Rally Monte Carlo, and 
defi nitely ‘Ouninpohja’ in Finland on gravel. It is extremely 
quick with so many jumps that it is just great fun to drive.”

Q: What do you do in the fi nal 30 seconds before a 
stage?
SO: “I check my safety harness and leave the door open for 
as long as possible, in order to get some fresh air. Otherwise 
it is all about concentration. Julien and I usually never speak 
to each other in the last few seconds before the start. We 
both know what we have to do.”

And, boy, do they do it so very well! H&H



Mads Ostberg and Jonas Andersson have shown great potential Mads Ostberg and Jonas Andersson have shown great potential 
in 2013 in their Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team Ford Fiesta RS in 2013 in their Qatar M-Sport World Rally Team Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC. Will this pairing contest the 2014 World Rally Championship WRC. Will this pairing contest the 2014 World Rally Championship 
with the M-Sport squad?with the M-Sport squad?
Picture by WorldRallyPicsPicture by WorldRallyPics
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