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OPENING SHOT
We cannot get enough of the 2013 Kenya Airways East
African Safari Classic Rally, especially when they pay tribute
to HANDBRAKES & HAIRPINS!
Photograph by McKlein.de

NEW TEAM SET
FOR 2014 WRC

Hyundai Motorsport has unveiled its full team line-up
at a special launch event in Frankfurt today, as the
manufacturer gears up for its debut in the 2014 FIA
World Rally Championship at Monte Carlo next month.
Words by Evan Rothman / Photographs by Hyundai

Hyundai Motorsport has set realistic targets for its
debut season with the primary objective of finishing each
rally event with two cars. The team knows that it has a steep
learning curve, but it certainly relishes the challenge and will
be aiming to compete for podium places during the season.
“We have worked tremendously hard to get where
we are today,” explains Team Principal of Hyundai Motorsport
GmbH, Michel Nandan. “In less than one year, we have built
and tested a brand new WRC-specification car, the Hyundai
i20 WRC, and established a professional team and modern
motorsport facility. It’s a huge accomplishment, but we know
that we have a lot to learn in our first season. Our aims for
2014 are realistic: we want to finish each rally with both cars
and build up a database of information and experience so
we can develop ourselves into prospective rally winners in
the future. If all goes well, we will hope to be competing for
occasional podiums as the year progresses.”
The complete line-up for 2014 includes a new title
partner, Shell, in a multi-year deal which will see the team
named Hyundai Shell World Rally Team.
“Shell is delighted to be returning to the WRC in
2014 with Hyundai,” said Colin Abraham, Shell Vice President
Marketing (Fuels and Lubricants). “Shell and Hyundai have
worked closely together to deliver a high quality product to
customers around the world for more than eight years. We
bring a genuine understanding of each other’s strengths to
this exciting new team as the Hyundai i20 WRC prepares for
its first competitive season.”

Thierry Neuville made his first public appearance in
Hyundai Motorsport colours as the team’s lead driver, while
Juho Hänninen, who will drive the second i20 WRC at selected
events, was also present. It was also announced that both
Dani Sordo and Chris Atkinson will partner Neuville at several
events during the season, with Sordo running on Rallye
Monte-Carlo and Atkinson confirmed for Rally Australia.
“I am really excited at the prospect of helping
Hyundai Motorsport to integrate itself into the tough WRC
environment,” said Neuville. “It is an honour to be representing
a manufacturer like Hyundai Motor Company, but also to
have the extra responsibility of leading the team in our first
season. I am looking forward to Monte Carlo. I can already
feel the professionalism, motivation and passion of this team
so although it will be a steep learning curve, I am sure it will
be a positive one.”
Hänninen said: “I respect the opportunity that I
have been given to join Hyundai Motorsport in its debut WRC
season. I was the first to drive the Hyundai i20 WRC back
in May so I feel really close to the project and have a great
relationship with the team. I am looking forward to competing
in Rally Sweden and continuing our learning curve.”
Sordo commented: “I am very happy to be part of
this exciting Hyundai WRC project. It might be a young team
but there is a high level of experience and professionalism
that makes the team a really appealing package. I am looking
forward to bringing my years of WRC experience to the team
in its debut season and to take part in Rallye Monte-Carlo, the

first event.”
“It’s been a pleasure to be part of Hyundai Motorsport
in testing this season and to have had the chance to contribute
to the development of the i20 WRC,” said Atkinson. “It’s
fantastic to be able to carry on with the team into 2014, our
first WRC season, and to be able to drive in Rally Australia
later in the year.”
Hyundai Motor Company also used the occasion of
its WRC launch to announce that Hyundai “N” will be used
to symbolise Hyundai’s high performance technology on both
the i20 WRC car and future mass-produced high performance
cars. Linked directly to the company’s renewed involvement
in WRC, “N” brings together Hyundai Motor’s technology and
innovation with the learning from motorsport to provide a new
experience for customers.
Representing the company’s passion for high
performance, “N” takes inspiration in both name and spirit
from the Namyang R&D Centre that has collaborated with
Hyundai Motorsport on the development of the i20 WRC.
The Namyang R&D Centre is at the heart of the technological
innovation and development that serves as the driving force
behind Hyundai’s growth as a global brand.
In just over one month’s time, Hyundai Motorsport is
set to add a new dimension to the FIA World Rally Championship
by competing in its debut event of 2014. The company has
already shown what can be accomplished in a short space of
time with the right mentality and approach. For the Hyundai
Shell World Rally Team, January cannot come soon enough.

WRC WINS FIA MOTORSPORT
MOMENT OF THE YEAR

Intense heat, quick gravel sections and spectacular jumps: this
is what the Rally Italia-Sardegna is known for and this is exactly
why the fans love it so much. Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia
celebrated their fourth win of 2013 on the Italian island. On the
world motorsport federation (FIA) Facebook page, fans were
asked to vote and once again declared their fondness for Ogier
and the Volkswagen brand by choosing Ogier/Ingrassia’s leap
in the Polo R WRC over the notorious “Mickey’s jump” hilltop as
the “FIA Motorsport Moment of the Year 2013.”

ERC MASTERS honours
surface specialists in 2014

Surface specialists will be recognised in the 2014 FIA
European Rally Championship through three exciting
new accolades. At the ERC Awards Ceremony in Paris
tonight, ERC promoter Eurosport Events revealed the
creation of the ERC Asphalt, Gravel and Ice Masters.
They will be handed out in honour of the drivers who
perform best on those surfaces during the upcoming
2014 ERC season. Points will be allocated on the usual
25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1 basis to the leading 10
finishers according to the final overall classification.
Words by ERC / Photography by ERC Media

The respective ERC Master will carry a coloured
sticker on their car for the next event to signify their status.
This will be displayed until they are no longer the ERC Master
of their specialist surface. The three ERC Master trophies will
be presented at the end-of-season awards.
Throughout the season the ERC Masters will enjoy
coverage on the ERC website and through social media
channels. Details of the ERC Masters following each round
will be included in the Inside ERC programme on Eurosport.
Furthermore, the respective standings will be available on the
ERC website.
ERC Co-ordinator Jean-Baptiste Ley said: “We are
always looking to create extra buzz around each ERC event
and the addition of the ERC Masters gives us that opportunity
while also recognising the performances by drivers on the
different surfaces encountered in the ERC.”
The ERC Asphalt Master rallies:
01) Circuit of Ireland Rally (UK): 17 - 19 Apr
02) Geko Ypres Rally (BEL): 19 - 21 Jun
03) Barum Czech Rally Zlín (CZE): 29 - 31 Aug
04) Rallye Int’l du Valais (SWI): 23 - 25 Oct
05) Tour de Corse (FRA): 6 - 8 Nov
The ERC Ice Master rallies:
01) Int. Jännerrallye (AUST): 3 - 5 Jan
02) Rally Liepāja (LAT): 31 Jan - 2 Feb
03) Sibiu Rally Romania: 27 Feb -1 Mar
The ERC Gravel Master rallies:
01) Acropolis Rally (GRE): 28 - 30 Mar
02) SATA Rallye Açores (POR): 15 - 17 May
03) auto24 Rally Estonia: 17 - 19 Jul
04) Cyprus Rally: 19 - 21 Sep

FORD PREPARES
FOR DAKAR CHALLENGE

Taking on the toughest off-road race in the world is no
mean feat, but Ford Racing has gone all out to produce
what is sure to be one of the most competitive vehicles
in Dakar Rally 2014. Produced by the team from Neil
Woolridge Motorsport (NWM) in Pietermaritzburg,
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, the Ford Racing Rangers
have been designed, developed and built locally to the
highest standards, using the most advanced materials
and processes currently available.
Words by H&H / Photography by QuickPic

At the core of the Ranger’s design and build is a
sophisticated chassis jig, the only one of its kind in South
Africa, and among a mere handful in the world.
“Considering the Ranger cross country racing
programme as a whole, the chassis jig has taken the most
time, required the most technical input and cost the most,”
explains Neil Woolridge, head of NWM.
“But it’s like building a house,” he says. “If you don’t
have the foundations right you can’t do the rest properly, so
developing the best chassis manufacturing system has been a
major focal point of the project from the outset.”
According to Woolridge, the best way to describe the
jig-based chassis build process is like putting a jigsaw puzzle
together. “Every pipe is numbered with a unique part number,
and each part is precisely laser cut to specification. With the jig
in use and all of the specially-designed locating brackets and
frames in place, it’s basically like putting a puzzle together.”
The innovative chassis jig was developed in-house

by NWM using experience gained over many years of off-road
racing, along with support from Ford’s Special Vehicles Team
(SVT) in Detroit, as well as chassis specialists in Europe.
Admittedly there is a lot more to the space framestyle chassis than just putting a puzzle together, including
precision welding the hundreds of joints, followed by
sandblasting, painting and assembly. But the roughly 1,600
items that make up the chassis and sub-frames are built to
a strictly defined formula that can be reliably replicated over
and over again.
Compared to traditional chassis manufacturing
techniques, this ensures a much higher degree of accuracy,
quality and, ultimately, reliability – core ingredients in the
arduous world of cross country racing.
“Whether it’s a factory Ranger or ultimately a
customer vehicle, it also allows for a much easier and quicker
build process and repairs,” Woolridge states.
Each vehicle is supplied with a comprehensive bill of

materials, or BOM, which shows each aspect of the vehicle
in detail, including technical drawings that reflect every
component’s part number so these can be easily referenced,
repaired or replaced.
“If a vehicle is damaged in an accident, or a part is
bent, fatigued or cracked, we simply obtain the part numbers
and can supply the exact items required so that any section
of the vehicle can be fixed in the shortest possible time.”
A total of four Ford Racing Rangers have been
produced on the chassis jig so far, including the two vehicles
campaigned in the South African Cross Country Championship
with great success since March this year. The Ranger won on
its very first outing and has finished on the podium in every
race so far.
The two slightly different Dakar-spec Rangers are
the latest products to emerge from this advanced design and
build process, and will proudly fly the Blue Oval at the start
line in Rosario, Argentina, on 5 January 2014.

Although the first vehicle took some time to build as
the process was refined, Woolridge indicates that an all-new
chassis can now be produced in approximately one month
from start to finish – which is significantly faster than simply
building off plan.
NWM uses the very best raw materials for the Ranger,
including chrome moly tubing (or chromium molybdenum),
along with Domex high-strength steel plate, none of which is
available locally so it’s all imported specially from Europe.
“There is very little mild steel used in the vehicle,”
Woolridge points out. “We almost exclusively use aircraftgrade material, which has a much higher strength to weight
ratio. A light and strong chassis and vehicle is the key to
success in this sport.”
Completing the intricate chassis work is one thing,
but the Ford Racing Ranger has some 4 000 parts in total, and
a lot of effort also goes into all the hang-on components, plus
obviously the bodywork and electrical and hydraulic systems.
The crew at NWM also designed and manufactures all of
the suspension arms, uprights, the wide array of aluminium
tanks... and so much more.
All of the design work was produced in-house by
the NWM team, with the main responsibility falling on race
engineer Bernd Wellman. Due to the international scope
and partners involved in the current campaign, they use the
latest CATIA software, an expensive but fully integrated suite
of computer-aided design, engineering and manufacturing
applications – as utilised by the leading vehicle and component
manufacturers.
“This high-tech software is also an essential part of
the project that we had to teach ourselves,” Woolridge says.
“Bernd has done really well figuring it out largely by himself,
and designing every single one of the components on the Ford
Racing Ranger.”
A key element of the build of the Dakar vehicles
is not only the two racing Rangers, but also the mountain
of spares the team has to manufacture and haul along –
especially considering the punishment the vehicles will take
over two incredibly tough weeks, covering some 8 500 km
over challenging and ever-changing terrain through Argentina,
Bolivia and Chile.
“Being our first Dakar Rally with this vehicle it’s
difficult to predict how many spares we will need, but I believe
we’ll be well prepared,” Woolridge says. “We have a lot of
experience in the team and know the vehicle really well with
a full season behind us in the South African championship.”
According to Woolridge, the focus is building a solid
pace in the first six days of the race, and conducting the
essential daily repairs and maintenance on the two Rangers.
However, on the rest day on 11 January the vehicles will be
completely stripped down and everything but the chassis and
engine will be replaced – thus setting the crews up for the
tough final seven days through to the finish in Valparaiso,
Chile, on the 18 January.

MEEKE AND OSTBERG
SIGN UP FOR FRENCH
WORLD-BEATING
SQUAD FOR 2014

Citroën Racing is delighted to announce its line-up
for the 2014 World Rally Championship. Kris Meeke/
Paul Nagle and Mads Østberg/Jonas Andersson will
be the Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team’s
driver/co-driver pairings in the DS3 WRC next
season.
Words by Evan Rothman / Photos by Citroën Racing

Having won the World Rally Championship (WRC) eight times
between 2003 and 2012, Citroën Racing is to continue its
involvement in WRC with two new high-potential pairings.
Kris Meeke came through the ranks of Citroën
Racing’s promotional formulas, before driving a C2 Super
1600 for the brand in the Junior WRC. IRC Champion in
2009, the Northern Irishman has since made a return to
the WRC. His two 2013 appearances saw him put in some
impressive performances at the wheel of the DS3 WRC.
In 2014, these occasional outings will give way to a full
programme, as he becomes the first British driver to race a
full season since Colin McRae’s 2003 swansong with Citroën.
“It’s an incredible opportunity,” says a delighted Kris
Meeke. “I’ve always been close to Citroën over the last few
years. I’m really lucky to be able to work with a team that
has so much experience and so many titles.”
“I have only competed in ten World Championship
rallies in a WRC,” he says. “I think I’ve got some potential,
but I still need to get some experience under my belt. The
Citroën DS3 WRC is a terrific car and I’m going to be able to
use the team’s knowledge to help me improve. I know that
I’ll have to be patient in the first half of the season and learn
all about the rallies that I haven’t done before.”
26-year-old Mads Østberg has already taken part
in 65 WRC rallies and won the Norwegian Championship
four times. With seven podium finishes to his name at world
level, he notched up his first WRC victory at the Rally of
Portugal in 2012.
“I am very happy and proud to be joining Citroën
Racing,” explains the Norwegian. “We worked hard to get an
official driver’s spot. After so many years watching Citroën
win, it’s a dream come true to be part of this team.”
“Competing is the most important thing,” adds
Mads. “And even though I don’t know the team or the car
yet, I can recognise the worth of the guys and the Citroën
DS3 WRC. Of course, I’m joining Citroën Racing to get some
good results and to try and win some rallies.”
Like last year, Khalid Al Qassimi will take part in a
selection of World Championship rallies. The driver from Abu
Dhabi will line up for the races in Sweden, Portugal, Italy and
Spain and will concentrate on taking part in the entire Middle
East rally Championship.
“Our team line-up for the 2014 season is in keeping
with our ambitions,” concludes Yves Matton, Managing
Director of Citroën Racing. “Kris Meeke and Mads Østberg
have followed very different career paths, but both of them
are on the cusp of making it into the very top class of world
rally drivers. After an initial phase of learning and getting to
know each other, our goal will be to help them to improve
and turn them into real contenders for victory.”
Citroën Racing will unveil its entire rally and track
racing programme for 2014 on Monday 16 December, at a
press conference in Versailles. The event will be broadcast
on the site www.citroen-wrc.com at 14:30 (GMT+1).

CLOSING SHOT

Autosport is a giant name in the motrosport publishing
world. It named the Peugeot 208 Pikes Peak racer as their
“Motorsport Car of the Year.” We could have told you that
when we first saw Sebastien Loeb’s name being stenciled
onto the windows... What a magnificent machine!
Photography by Peugeot

