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OPENING SHOT

The Tuthill Porsche RGT beast was driven by Francois Delecour
in the WRC Rallye de France-Alsace... Beautiful!
Picture: Tuthill Porsche Media

SOLBERG DOES THE DOUBLE

Words: H&H
Pictures: PSRX
Time after time, Petter Solberg has come close to
repeating his 2003 FIA world title. This past weekend,
he did that. In Italy, Solberg stood on top of the world
for the second time in his career. With two World RX
rounds remaining in the 2014 season, nobody can
mathematically beat the Norwegain: Hollywood’s done
it again. In 2003, he was the best of the best in the
FIA World Rally Championship. A decade and a bit on,
and there’s nobody better in the FIA World Rallycross
Championship!
After a dramatic weekend and a thrilling final at
Brescia’s Franciacorta International Circuit, Solberg crossed
the line third. And first. World Champion. Again.
Said Solberg: “Follow your dreams – that’s my motto.
My dream just came true. It’s hard to see how it can get any
better for me than this! You have to spend some time thinking
about things before you can really take in what’s happened. In
the press conference, I have to say, I was a little bit speechless.
World Champion again. It hadn’t gone in then. If people only
understood how much my team and I have worked for this.
We have lived together like a family in the workshop through
the winter and spring – those guys hardly ever even saw the
daylight. And since the season started, members of PSRX
have been away from their family and loved ones. We have
built absolutely everything ourselves and to compete against
big manufacturer teams and, more importantly, to beat them
time and again this year is unbelievable. Unbelievable!”
“Two years ago, I came to a new sport and now I
am world champion,” continued Hollywood. “I had offers
and options to do a lot of other motorsports, but the only
sport besides rally that gave me a big smile was rallycross.
When I heard there was a World RX Championship planned,
I was hooked. Without this being a World RX, I would never
have joined it to be honest. I wanted to be world champion
again. I wanted to be the first to win two FIA World titles
on four wheels and I’ve done it. But, it’s not just me. This
World Championship belongs to all of my team. We all worked
so hard together, every one of us that I hand picked myself,
from the Solberg family to the PSRX family. We are all world
champions together. Unbelievable! And beautiful.”
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BALTICS AND ERC READY UP

Words: Liga Stirna
Photos: ERC Media
A few years ago the three Baltic states - Latvia, Estonia
and Lithuania - couldn’t even dream about big and
significant rally events in our territory. Rallies were
held in countries with big markets and big money. But
times have changed and this year the whole rallying
world was obliged to visit all three countries on the
Baltic Sea, of which they have maybe not even heard
before...
In February, Latvia - for second year in a row organized the European Rally Championship’s winter rally,
the Rally Liepāja, in June Lithuania welcomed the WRC folks
during joined 71st LOTOS Rally Poland and last was Estonia
who debuted in ERC with the auto24 Rally Estonia in this
month. All three rallies were totally different from each other,
all three offered different challenges but all three showed their
ambitions and proved that the Baltic states should be part of
world rallying.
I can’t speak about the political interests behind
the decisions to allow the Baltic states to organise ERC and
WRC events, and don’t know if we will be able to keep our
names and rallies in those big championships with such old
and famous events like Montecarlo, Finland, Barrum or Ypres.
But, we are willing to compete with them for sure.
The news that Lithuania, together with Poland, was
awarded with a WRC rally gave us a slight feeling of jealousy,
although it was clear how difﬁcult it was to run a WRC event.
When it came to real rallying with real cars and real drivers, I
guess none of organisers wanted to hear the words that Kris
Meeke said about the Lithuanian stages: “Absolute waste of
time. We drove 600 miles to a few easy-to-overcome 58km
special stages, of which 30km were sh#t. What pisses me
off is the people who went to inspect the stages in Lithuania;
what did they do? Go for a night’s holiday? All they needed
to do was tap a metal rod into the ground to know it wasn’t
suitable, but they ruined it for us, the spectators and for the
people of Lithuania.” Sadly, that put Lithuania in the spotlight
with bad road conditions, cancelled stages, wasted time and
dissappointment from all sides...
Interestingly, immediately after the event both 08 H&H
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Polish and Lithuanians - were asked for explanations regarding
that unfortunate day. Why exactly were those stages chosen,
who was responsible for that? The Polish side said that they
fully tusted the neighbours: “The Lithuanians were responsible
for the time in their country,” said Rally Poland CoC Jaroslaw
Noworol to Autosport. But what happend on the Lithuanian
side after the rally was much more interesting, as always
when big money is involved. The Lithuanian media was full
of criticism, the organisers apologized and declared that
everything was done according to FIA demands and that the
FIA had even praised their job. They also pointed out that the
responsibility for road selection was approved by the FIA. You
can imagine how angry the Lithuanian rally circles were after
such expressions from WRC drivers and fans!
In Lithuania, there are very experienced and
acknowledged rally organisers who make great, exciting
events for summer and winter rallies. Interestingly, none of
them were invited to assist with the Lithuanian WRC event. It
was assigned to a person who organised a 1000km road race
in Palanga instead. “Now rally organisers in Lithuania can’t
invite any foreign competitors because of this shame and wil
have to ﬁght with the stereotype that all roads in Lithuania
are the same,” said Maris Simsons, organiser of the 300 Lakes
Rally.
I hope that Lithuania will be forgiven and allowed a
second chance. I also hope that the local ASN will take into
account all the ctiticism they received after that rally. By the
way, Latvia also should hope for that as we very often are
confused with Lithuania…
The auto24 Rally Estonia is no doubt one of the biggest
and best rallies in the Baltics, and maybe even in Eastern
Europe. This is in part due to the fantastic roads around the
southern town of Otepaa, and the young and ambitious event
organising team.
After four years honing their event in FIA European
Historic Championship calender, the Rally Estonia was invited
to join the ERC. As a Zero Car crew, we have seen all previous
editions of this event and expected that the ERC folks would
be positively surprised about this rally. Surprised they were,
but for different reasons. All the drivers except the Estonians
and Russians Alexey Lukyanuk/Alexey Arnautov, who took
second place, complained about the very high speed in the
stages. Even Finn Essapekka Lappi, who should be familiar
with such kinds of roads which forms the famous WRC Rally
Finland, said that he isn’t used to driving so fast constantly!
Also, the FIA delegate after rally indicated that everything was
ok with Rally Estonia except the average speed...
Estonia can’t make their roads any twistier than
they currently are, but cars do become faster and faster.
The ERC is quietly returning to the old format of all-tarmac
events (look at this year’s tarmac/gravel event ratio!), and
this could become Estonia’s disatvantage when compared to
other European events in the ERC. Hopefully this will not be
the case!
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Words: H&H
Pictures: Tuthill Porsche
The FIA announced this week the calendar for the 2015
FIA R-GT Cup, an exciting new competition for drivers
and co-drivers using a car of Class R-GT specification
with a valid FIA Passport.
The calendar is a mix of FIA World Rally Championship
(WRC) and FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) events
and points from all five rounds will count towards the title:
• Rallye Monte-Carlo
• GEKO Ypres Rally
• Rallye Deutschland
• Rallye International du Valais
• Tour de Corse
“We have been working closely with our technical
department for some time to see how we can correctly include
this class of car into our rally pyramid,” commented Jarmo
Mahonen, FIA Rally Director. “To have achieved this now is
great news for all the rally fans that have been waiting to
see these cars out on the world stage. Each R-GT car is very
individual and has to be treated as such, so there will always
be work in progress, but we have had good collaboration
with some tuners who have helped us establish the best way
forward with the Passports. The creation of the R-GT Cup was
a natural progression and we really hope to see more cars out
in competition in the future; certainly from the reaction we
have seen so far, the fans love the sight and sound of these
iconic cars.”
The first Class R-GT car - a Porsche 911 (996) GT3 RS
- appeared on the World Rally Championship during the 2014
Rallye Monte-Carlo piloted by Belgian race and rally driver
Marc Duez. Since then, Jani Ylipahkala entered a Porsche 997
GT3 on Neste Oil Rally Finland and Richard Tuthill rallied a 997
GT3 Cup on ADAC Rallye Deutschland. And two 997 GT3s were
entered in the Rallye de France Alsace for French aces François
Delecour and Romain Dumas.
11 H&H
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Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: Volkswagen, McKlein Images, Citroën Racing
The last Finn to win a pure WRC asphalt rally was 15
years ago. Finns are gravel rally masters, while French
and German drivers traditionally dominate on asphalt.
But, Sebastien Loeb and Sebastien Ogier have disproved
that in their careers, and now Jari-Matti Latvala/Miika
Antilla (Volkswagen Motorsport) have shown that
they’re a force to be reckoned with on asphalt too. It
was an historical victory on the WRC’s Rallye de FranceAlsace this weekend, finishing strongly ahead of their
team-mates and fiercest rivals while charging to the
podium after three days and 18 stages of competition.
Latvala won the lion’s share of the event’s 18 stages
14 H&H

•••

and scored a bag full of Championship points. Sebastien Ogier/
Julien Ingrassia scored only three points to Latvala’s 26 this
weekend, and that means that the title fight is carries forward
to the penultimate round later this month, the RallyRACC
de Espana; 27 points now separate Ogier and Latvala in the
overall standings, with two events and 56 points on offer. If
only Latvala didn’t fall off the road in Germany, the title fight
would have been that much more thrilling…
What Ifs and Buts aside, this event showed the
speed and confidence Latvala now has in bucketfuls. It will
take that much and something special to unseat Ogier on the
WRC throne, I think.
The opening loop of stages was dramatic. In fact, that’s an
understatement. Ogier suffered a mechanical problem in SS2
to stop in the stage, but finally got moving again after four
frustrating minutes. That meant his chances of a top ten result,
let alone a podium, had vanished after only a few kilometers
into his home rally. Similarly for Rallye Deutschland’s winner,
a turbo failure in his Hyundai i20 WRC saw him limp through
the SS2 as well. His problems persisted into SS3, his name
dropped down the leader board.
Latvala and team-mate Andreas Mikkelsen were
embroiled in a tussle that lasted from SS2 to the finish, and at
one time they were separated by just 0.7sec. Mikkelsen bravely
hung on to Latvala’s pace to be the only driver within real
grasp of the Finn. His second place overall was unchallenged,
44.0sec behind Latvala and 20.5sec ahead of third place.
The Polo R WRCs have been incredible since their debut in
2013: two seasons of competition and there seem to be no
weaknesses in this German car’s performance. This is despite
the rare mechanical maladies; that’s motorsport. M-Sport,
Citroën Racing and Hyundai Motorsport pour tremendous
amounts of effort into toppling their rival, but they’ll need to
come up with something nearing magical to defeat the Polo R
WRC in 2014.
Behind the two Polos, Kris Meeke/Paul Nagle (Abu
Dhabi Citroën Total World Rally Team) filled third place with
a stirring performance from the Irishmen. This pairing have
managed to turn around their season with four podium results
thus far to well and truly outgun their team-mate Mads
Ostberg/Jonas Andersson. He has moved to be the “best of
the rest” of the WRC field, and it is a position Meeke will want
to hold onto beyond 2014. In describing Polos’ pace, Meeke
said: “I am really happy with my weekend, I could not have
done much more. If you really stick your neck out you can get
within tenths to these guys [Volkswagens].”
Neuville’s team-mate Dani Sordo showed off his
sealed surface skills in France by charging to fourth place
overall. Sordo was, however, holding fifth place overall until
the highest placed M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRC driver - Robert
Kubica - overestimated his car’s levels of grip in the rallyending Power Stage to crash out. All three entered Hyundais
struggled for speed and rhythm, which must be confounding
their engineers after their spectacular performance in
15 H&H
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Germany and Australia. Sensationally, Kubica was on course
for his career-best WRC result. Unfortunately, it was not to
be for the Polish crew this time around. His breakthrough
performance is ever so close, and one gets the sense that
once he has climbed onto the podium he will be a regular
visitor thereafter.
The M-Sport factory team’s weekend didn’t turn
out as it promised. Elfyn Evans was on pace for a top four
position – and might very well have challenged Meeke for
third place – but a mechanical gremlin ruined the Blue Oval
crew’s weekend. Evans regained composure (and speed) to
climb back up the leader board to sixth place one place behind
his Finnish team-mate. A somewhat lackluster performance
from Mikko Hirvonen saw them fight for fourth position with
Kubica and Sordo, but they never truly displayed the fighting
spirit that’s seen them win WRC rounds in the past…
Mads Ostberg’s French weekend went similarly, and
his troubles were magnified on the Power Stage: he began
the stage 01.9sec ahead of Evans, but a slow half-spin after
missing a pace note in a left turn saw him leave the road.
This cost the Norwegian a position and saw him finish 01.7sec
behind the young upstart.
What does the future hold for the drivers? The “silly
season” has not yet begun in earnest, but the rumour mill is in
overdrive. Will Hirvonen remain in WRC in 2015? Will Ostberg
have a seat in 2015? Who will fill those seats for 2015? Much
has been said of this, but no confirmation. Ott Tanak is touted
to be in an M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRC alongside Evans.
Will Dani Sordo move back to Citroën for a full-time seat to
partner Kris Meeke? We’ll just have to wait and see.
The next round of the Championship is the RallyRACC
de Espana on 23 – 26 October.
Final Overall Classification:
01) J-M. Latvala/M. Antilla
Volkswagen Polo R WRC – 02h 38m 19.1s
02) A. Mikkelsen/O. Floene
Volkswagen Polo R WRC + 44.8s
03) K. Meeke/P. Nagle
Citroën DS3 WRC + 01m 05.3s
04) D. Sordo/M. Marti
Hyundai i20 WRC + 01m 48.7s
05) M. Hirvonen/J. Lehtinen
M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 02m 00.7s
06) E. Evans/D. Barritt
M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 03m 00.8s
07) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson
Citroën DS3 WRC + 03m 02.5s
08) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul
Hyundai i20 WRC + 04m 08.4s
09) B. Bouffier/X. Panseri
Hyundai i20 WRC + 04m 12.9s
10) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek
M-Sport Ford Fiesta RS WRC + 06m 07.5s
16 H&H

•••••

CLOSING SHOT
Petter Solberg has done the double!
Picture: PSRX

