08 AP
08
AP
PRIL
R L 2015
RIL

Ford Fiesta R2 for sale
Technical Specification
Donor vehicle: Ford Fiesta 1.6 Sport, 5 door
Engine: 1.6 Zetec 16V – 1598cc – Ti-VCT; 4 cylinders in line; DOHC; 16 valves;
alloy cylinder head and block; variable cam timing.

Power: 170 PS @ 7,500 rpm from 97 octane fuel
Torque: 182 Nm @ 5,700 rpm
Transmission: Five speed sequential gearbox developed by Sadev with plated
limited slip differential and uprated driveshafts. ECU developed by Pi with flat
shift feature with full throttle closed loop control shift.

Suspension: Reiger adjustable dampers with Eibach springs, spherical jointed top mounts front and rear. Front
dampers adjustable for bump and rebound. Standard rear beam with uprated mounts. 2-bolt clamped front upright.
Adaptor pin mounted in uprights with spherical bearing connecting the lower arm. Five stud hub.

Brakes: Gravel (front): 285 mm AP ventilated discs with four piston competition calipers.
Rear: 280 mm AP ventilated discs with single piston calipers, hydraulic handbrake.
Steering: Electric power-assisted steering.
Wheels: Gravel: OZ 6”x15” Gravel
Bodyshell: Welded T45 steel multipoint rollcage. Optimised seat position and integrated dash bar. Jacking points
optional and seam welded.

Electronics: Bespoke instrument cluster by Visteon in the same style as the standard series cluster.
Dimensions: Length: 3953mm. Width: 1722mm. Height: 1481mm. Wheelbase: 2490mm. Weight: 1030kg.
Price: R 695 000 excluding 14% VAT
Various optional extras fitted, list available on request.

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS (PTY) LTD
30 Schoongezicht Road Bergbron 1709 Johannesburg South Africa
Private Bag X26 Auckland Park 2006 South Africa
TEL: +27 (0)11 670 8400 – FAX: +27 (0)11 673 5185
WEBSITE: www.fiestar2.co.za
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YOUR insight
into the world
of RALLY!

OPENING SHOT

The Welshman Elfyn Evans is coming of age in 2015 in the
World Rally Championship. After the first three events of the
season, he’s proving a strong rival.
Picture: M-Sport/McKlein Images

BETWEEN
THE STAGES

TOYOTA FOR WRC 2017
Words: H&H
Picture: Newspress
Citroën Racing enjoyed massive success in the World Rally
Championship over the last decade and a half. Volkswagen
Motorsport’s dominated the last two seasons, and they’re
set to continue their sensational performance for the
foreseeable future... That is, until Toyota Motorsport enters
the Championship in 2017.
After almost two decades away from the top echelon
of the sport, Toyota announced their not-so-secret plans to
compete in 2017. A Yaris test mule has been conducting
extensive runs around Europe, and they’ve developed it over
the past several months already. Like Volkswagem they’ll
enter the 2017 Championship flat-out and aiming to win.
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HYUNDAI ADDS MORE SHIFT
Words: H&H
Picture: Hyundai Motorsport/McKlein Images
Hyundai Motorsport’s testing their next i20 WRC rally car
already, but they’re adding a key technical upgrade to the
current machine for Rally Argentina.
The car will be equipped with a new paddle-shift
gearbox, to match that of Volkswagen, M-Sport and the Citroën
offerings. At the Rally Mexico, they introduced a new fuel
management system and it passed testing successfully. This
latest update will not bring about a performance advantage as
such, but it will lend to the drivers’ performance.
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MINI WINS IN ABU DHABI
Words: H&H
Picture: MINI Motorsport
The sand dunes and deserts surrounding Abu Dhabi played
host to Round Two of the FIA Cross Country Rally World Cup.
After five days of racing, it was Vladimir Vasilyev
(MINI ALL4 Racing) claimed the win ahead of his team-mates
Erik Van Loon and the team’s newcomer Harry Hunt.
Nasser Al Attiyah was race leader, and finished first,
but was excluded at the finish for a technical infringement. It
would have been a one-two-three-four for the German team.
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TOUGHER FOR FINLAND
Words: H&H
Picture: Hyundai Motorsport/McKlein Images
The 2015 edition of the Neste Oil Rally Finland (to be held
from 30 July to 2 August) will be even more demanding than
previously. Organisers have set the route to take in 157km
of stages (half the tmed distance) with no services. This is
scheduled for Friday’s action of nine stages. As if this Finnish
event wasn’t tough enough...
Another change to the route is that Ouninpohja will
be back to its full distance, and a bit longer: 34.39km!
09 H&H
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THE R IN WRC:
THE YESTERYEARS

Enjoy more Group B
‘fever’ material...

Words: Evan Rothman
Pictures: “Loaned” from the Internet
The glory days of rallying. The craziest era in motorsport. The
heyday of the World Rally Championship. These cliches are often
over-used in describing Group B world championship rallying.
Back then, rallies weren’t restricted to competition over weekends.
Services weren’t confined to a car park. Media centres were actually pubs
filled with rally drivers angling to get their version of events straight with
a journalist while talking over beers, burgers and cigarettes. Team motor
homes were just that, not pop-up office blocks with security tighter than an
international airport’s customs control point. Cars weren’t limited to 300bhp
and a tome of regulations and technical guides. Drivers weren’t guarded nor
hid away in their motor homes either. Sponsors didn’t rule the order of the
day. Fans were truly passionate and celebrated each stage as if it were the
only state ever in the world of rallying.
Audi, Citroën, Ferrari, Ford, Lancia, Mazda, Mitsubishi, Opel, Peugeot,
Porsche, Renault, Talbot and Toyota all built and rallied their Group B monsters
throughout Europe. From 1982 to its demise in 1987, manufacturers pumped
vast amounts of money into WRC competition. Incredibly clever engineers
were allowed the freedom of design to work around the loose laws of the
days, and it resulted in some of the most exciting rally cars ever to drive
in anger. To meet homologation regulations, manufacturers developed 200
road-going specials, which were then stripped back even further to be the
fire-spitting and gravel-eating machines we’ve all spent inordinate amounts

of time ogling on YouTube during work and
weekends.
1985 was the height of the Audi-PeugeotLancia battle. As with 2015, the seasonopener that year was the Rallye Monte
Carlo. Ari Vatanen, Stig Blomqist, Walter
Rohrl, Miki Biasion, Bruno Saby and Henri
Toivonen topped the entry list in their iconic
Audi Quattro Sports’, Peugeot 205 Turbo 16s
and Lancia 037s. The event comprised of 34
stages and 851km of timed competition for
the 151 entered crews. Weather? As always
in January in that part of the world rain,
snow and icy conditions were expected, and
road conditions ranged from dry asphalt to
slippery and muddy tar to snow and icecovered asphalt, and usually all in a stage
like the famous Col de Turini. This was the
jewel in the crown of the WRC, much like
the Monaco Grand Prix is for the Snoremula One brigade. But, this was the Monaco
Grand Prix without the safety barriers, fire
marshals, wire fences to keep spectators at
bay, and you can add the pitch darkness
of 2am stage starts, and couple that with
dry conditions at the bottom of a mountain
pass and sheet ice on the summit in the in
the mountains. You most certainly had to
check your sanity at the start line.
This clip perfectly sums up this battle at
the start of 1985 that was to set the tone for the remainder of the season.
Vatanen versus Rohrl. Peugeot versus Audi. Man versus machine versus the
elements. Rallying doesn’t get any more pure than this...
Ari Vatanen’s a maestro in a rally car. Of course, as a Finn it is in his
blood. To drop 8 minutes in a penalty from event organisers that resulted in a
loss of over 5 minutes to your closest rival and dropped you to second place
would surely signal the end of anyone’s hopes of a victory on this demanding
and unique rally. But, Vatanen never slowed up. Not on one corner. And,
you can be sure that the ever-professional and super-cool Rohrl pushed his
Quattro to its limits on every inch of road. But he was still unable to keep the
seemingly possessed Vatanen behind him even with a cushion of minutes.
Rohrl lost his lead to Vatanen after what must have been a frustrating situation
for Rohrl, and then the Finn continued to not only power to the victory but to
humiliate the German team: the winning margin was a massive 5 minutes 17
seconds.
The fastest of the Group B cars, two of the most talented WRC drivers
in the sport’s history, and 851km of competition: victory would only ever be
dictated in two ways: a handful number of minutes or just mere seconds.
Either a rally was won by psychologically dominating rivals or it was a fight
for tenths of seconds over hundreds of kilometres. This was, after all, the
pinnacle of rallying. Those men exhibited driving skills and speed that rattled
and confounded the rest of the field, and even themselves towards the end
of 1986. A special event with a special history. And, those drivers: Crazy.
Incredible.
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THE POWER
OF MEMORIES

Words: H&H
Pictures: H&H Archive
Only at the end of January were months of speculation of Petter
“Hollywood” Solberg’s return to the World Rally Championship
(WRC) put to rest. For the 2015 season, that is.
Setting Twitter alight was Solberg’s entry into the
Rallye du Condroz in December, a massively popular Belgian
event for competitors and spectators alike. Solberg’s no
stranger to one-off rally appearances, but this entry had the
makings of a truly big story: Driving a Citroën C4 WRC, he
was accompanied by his long-standing co-pilot Phil Mills.
Naturally, “Hollywood” played it all up with vague responses
to questions regarding a possible WRC return, and offering
us golden nuggets such as these: “I think you all know that
rallying is my first love in motorsport. It’s what I did for so
many years and the chance to go back there and compete
again is really good for me.”
“Things are happening and, yes, maybe it is possible
[to go back to the WRC],” he continued. “I always said I would
never say never when I was asked about going back to the
WRC. Rallying is in my heart and always will be.”
Without a doubt, Solberg was feverishly working on
deals for a World Rallycross (WorldRX) campaign, and I bet
there were more than just a few meetings discussing WRC.
After all, this Norwegian had the balls to stand up to Sebastien
Loeb and take on Marcus Gronholm in his WRC career. He took
on 188 WRC starts, won 13 and claimed 460 stage wins in the
13 years of WRC competition.
The Norwegian’s best rally and most memorable
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season for him is most likely his 2003 title-winning campaign.
Many WRC drivers come and go, but why is this ballroomdancing rally driver so admired for his skills behind a WRC
car’s steering wheel? For me, it can be summed up in WRC’s
2004 season, and more specifically in the WRC Rally Japan.
The inaugural WRC Rally Japan was Round 11 of the 16-event
2004 calendar (remember those good days Rally Australia
AND Rally New Zealand, Rally Turkey and the Acropolis
Rally?). Driving for the Subaru World Rally Team on its home
event no doubt placed considerable pressure on the shoulders
of this team and their Championship-winning driver, and the
entry list read like a who’s-who of rallying elite of the 2000s:
Sebastien Loeb, Markko Martin, Marcus Gronholm, Carlos
Sainz, Francois Duval and a young Mikko Hirvonen (as teammate). This rally’s 27 stages of 381 competitive kilometers
proved happy hunting ground for Solberg and co-driver Phil
Mills. In fact, the pairing handed out a lesson to Loeb et
al, dominating the event from start to finish in a confident,
cool and inspiring manner. On the way to the top step of the
podium, Solberg captured 11 fastest stages and controlled
rally in no uncertain terms.
The iconic Blue and Gold WRX STi and its thrumming
Boxer motor on the very limit made for some seriously sweaty
YouTube searches in research for this article. Like Rally New
Zealand and Rally Finland, this event was seemingly created
by the Rally Gods: long straights with frightening kinks, blind
flat-over-crests, long sweeping bends and changing surface
conditions. Top gear, right foot flat and a breathless co-driver:
WRC Rally Japan 2004 was a true test of man and machine
on that weekend, there was no man more determined, more

controlled or faster than Solberg.
Solberg set the pace in SS1, and kept ahead of his
rivals. Loeb and Gronholm were engrossed in a ding-dong
battle for second place, with Gronholm dropping down the
order after paying a heavy price for that furious pace in his
Peugeot 307 WRC. He attacked with confidence on Day Two,
winning 7 of the days’s ten stages to edge out a lead of 01
minute 09 seconds over Loeb and Martin. He was always in
posting top five fastest stage times, never easing his focus...
With the rally firmly in control, the Norwegian was able to
manage his pace and his splits to perfection on Day Three:
he was never more than 2.5 seconds off the stage winners’
times, and kept his pressure on the rally. He brought his Subie
to Parc Ferme with a 01 minute 13.3 second winning margin
a proud and pleased rally drivero, and the newest Japanese
national hero.
He claimed five rally victories that season: Rally New
Zealand; Acropolis Rally Greece; Rally Japan; Wales Rally GB;
and, Rally Italia Sardinia. At the end of the season, he finished
second in the Drivers’ Championship fight, second to Loeb.
With four retirements to his name that season (including one
mechanical), Solberg could very well have won back-to-back
WRC championship titles had Lady Luck showed him some
favour. But, as we know all to well, to go toe-to-toe with
Sebastien Loeb and Citroën was never a bloodless battle for
any WRC driver. Solberg’s unquestionably one of the most
enthusiastic and passionate WRC personalities in recent
history, and the WRC is undoubtedly poorer for not having
him on its events in 2015.

BREEN MAGIC
ON THE CIRCUIT

Words: H&H
Pictures: ERC Media
Craig Breen achieved a childhood ambition by winning the
Discover Northern Ireland Circuit of Ireland Rally. In doing so,
the Peugeot Rally Academy driver has taken the lead of the
2015 FIA European Rally Championship (ERC).
Co-driven by Scott Martin, the 25-year old Irishman
drove brilliantly to keep himself in contention, as his 208
T16 suffered a mysterious and intermittent problem with the
turbo pressure pop-off system for three quarters of the event.
Fearing the car would lose power at any moment, Breen had
to drive flat-out when things were going well, to compensate
the time he’d lose when the boost was lost. Despite this,
Breen swapped the lead with Robert Barrable – but the Ford
Fiesta R5 driver crashed out of the lead three stages from the
end.
“I’ve waited all my life for this moment – winning
the Circuit of Ireland means more than anything else in the
world to me,” said Breen, who also tops the ERC Asphalt
Master standings. “To put my name on the same trophy as
my hero Frank Meagher is something really special. We had
an overshoot and stalled twice on the last stage. I thought I’d
blown it, but Scott kept my head together. I have nothing left
in my body.”
Having not rallied since last October, Barrable set the
fastest time on the Qualifying Stage and took that form into
the rally itself. The lead swapped four times in five stages,
as little as 0.5 seconds separated Barrable and Breen at
one stage. Barrable led by 1.1 seconds going into SS16, but
skidded over a bank on a slippery left hand corner and out of
the event.
Kajetan Kajetanowicz impressed on his first visit to
Northern Ireland. Describing the Tarmac stages as some of
the best he’d ever driven on, the Pole had a number of close
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••

moments as he pushed his LOTOS Rally Team Fiesta R5 to
the limit. He chased Breen hard for victory, ﬁnishing just 6.4
seconds behind in second place after Breen lost time with
a spin on the penultimate stage. Kajetanowicz earned 7000
Euros in prize money for his efforts.
The Moffett brothers, Josh and Sam, enjoyed a close
battle throughout in their identical Ford Fiesta RRCs. It was
sibling rivalry in the extreme, as they pushed hard over the
Northern Ireland stages, which compared to the wet and
muddy ﬁrst day, were dry but just as slippery on Day Two.
Just 41.8 seconds separated them at the ﬁnish, with Josh
claiming the ﬁnal podium position.
Charles Martin came to Northern Ireland to gain
experience, and on his ﬁrst ERC outing in his Peugeot Rally
Academy 208 T16, he achieved everything and more by
ﬁnishing ﬁfth. Alexey Lukyanuk didn’t expect to ﬁnish in the
points after his Fiesta R5 broke a driveshaft under braking on
SS2.
Tommy Doyle ﬁnished seventh in his ŠKODA, followed
by the similar Fabia S2000 of Jaromír Tarabus, who survived a
trip into a ditch. Behind the ERC Junior-winning Emil Bergkvist,
Raul Jeets has a local farmer to thank for ﬁnishing tenth after
he opened a gate to let him out of a ﬁeld he’d put his MMMotorsport Fiesta R5 into on SS12.
On his ﬁrst Circuit of Ireland, Krisztián Hideg
dominated the NR4 category, winning ERC2 by 23.9 seconds
in his Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX. The Hungarian driver
ﬁnished the event with no brakes, but managed to get the
car back to Belfast for the ﬁnish in 13th overall. Vojtěch Štajf
suffered brake problems on the longest stage in his Subaru
Duck Czech National Team Impreza WRX STI, but second
in Northern Ireland gives him the lead in the drivers’ points
table.
The ADAC Opel Rallye Junior Team scored a fantastic
one-two in ERC Junior, with Emil Bergkvist scoring his second
victory of the season in his Adam R2. He was put under pressure
on Day Two by a charging team-mate, Marijan Griebel, who
closed the gap to just 0.2 seconds by the ﬁnish. Such was the
pace of the Opel drivers, that they ﬁnished ninth and tenth
overall. Chris Ingram ﬁnished third in his Peugeot UK 208 and
was rightly delighted to ﬁnish on the podium, having crashed
out of all three of his previous rallies in Northern Ireland.
Final ERC Circuit of Ireland Results:
01) C. Breen/S. Martin (Peugeot) - 02h 04m 04.5s
02) K. Kajetanowicz/J. Baran (Ford R5) + 06.4s
03) J. Moffett/J. Rowan (Ford RRC) + 01m 42.3s
04) S. Moffett/K. Atkinson (Ford RRC) + 02m 24.1s
05) C. Martin/T. Salva (Peugeot) + 02m 41.2s
06) A. Lukyanuk/Y. Chervonenko (Ford R5) + 04m 36.1s
07) T. Doyle/E. Hayes (Skoda S2000) + 05m 23.5s
08) J. Tarabus/D. Trunkat (Skoda S2000) + 07m 29.7s
09) E. Bergkvist/J. Sjoberg (Opel R2) + 08m 08.3s
10) R. Jeets/A. Toom (Ford R5) + 08m 35.5s
16 H&H

•••

#TITANAK, LOEB
& SNOWBANKS

“When we set off on the first stage, it
was as if Daniel and I had never been
away!” - Sebastien Loeb, Monte Carlo.

#1: RALLYE MONTE-CARLO
Words: H&H
Picture: Volkswagen Motorsport
Round One of the 2015 World Rally Championship (WRC) took
in Rallye Monte-Carlo, and it was a happy hunting ground
for Volkswagen Motorsport. Sebastien Ogier, Jari-Matti
Latvala and Andreas Mikkelsen locked out the podum in their
Volkswagen Polo R WRCs in a fantastic show of control and
speed. However, it was almost not to be: with nine-times
WRC champion Sebastien Loeb making a one-off return to
the series, the Frenchman set the pace from Stage One in his
Citroën DS3 WRC and shook the established order despite his
not participating in over a year in the Championship.
Loeb and Ogier battled fiercely over seven stages,
reminiscent of the heyday of Loeb-Ogier’s arch-rival days.
But, Loeb damaged his car’s left rear suspension in SS8 and
forced his early retirement. He was able to retake to the
stages on Saturday under Rally 2 regulations to receover to
eighth overall.
The pace of Loeb and Ogier was such that their rivals
were unable to match it: by SS8, Ogier had a lead of 01m
45.4s; at the end of the four-day long rally, Ogier’s winning
margin was just under a minute. Team-mates Latvala and
Mikkelsen showed their early-season form to impress with
strong podium positions.
Final WRC Rallye Monte-Carlo Results:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia (VW) - 03h 36m 40.2s
02) J-M. Latvala/M. Anttila (VW) + 58.0s
03) A. Mikkelsen/O. Floene (VW) + 02m 12.3s
04) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson (Citroën) + 02m 43.6s
05) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul (Hyundai) + 03m 12.1s
06) D. Sordo/M. Marti (Hyundai) + 03m 12.9s
07) E. Evans/D. Barritt (Ford) + 05m 23.7s
08) S. Loeb/D. Elena (Citroën) + 08m 34.7s
09) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek (Ford) + 09m 54.8s
10) K. Meeke/P. Nagle (Citroën) + 10m 55.6s
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#2: RALLY SWEDEN
Words: H&H
Picture: Hyundai Motorsport
High snow banks, studded tyres, and big surprises: that was
Round Two of the WRC, the Rally Sweden. As in last season,
Andreas Mikkelsen displayed tremendous speed in his ‘home’
rally to chase for the overall victory. It was within grasp in
2015’s edition, battling his Volkswagen Motorsport teammates for the rally’s top honour. Sadly, Mikkelsen’s hard
work throughout the weekend came undone in the very final
stage of the rally when he spun and lost over 40 seconds,
and dropped him from first to third place. This gave Ogier his
second win of the new season.
Thierry Neuville (Hyundai Motorsport) gave his team
added incentive with a superb econd place result, just 6.4
seconds off the winner Sebastien Ogier and some 31 seconds
ahead of Mikkelsen. It was clever tyre tactics and a smart
strategy that played out perfectly for Neuville, but an intercom
problem on the final morning slowed his overall speed. Would
he have been able to claim Hyundai’s second WRC victory?
The Citroën drivers were lacklustre in an event that
usually favours their DS3 WRC weapons, but this did allow
the M-Sport crews to shine more brightly. Ott Tanak and Elfyn
Evans (both M-Sport World Rally Team) impressed in this
specialist rally to finish fourth and sixth. This young pairing
promises much in 2015.
Jari-Matti Latvala, who was running in the top three
on the opening days of competition, was sidelined from the
top ten with mechanical issues.
Final WRC Rally Sweden Results:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia (VW) - 02h 55m 30.5s
02) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul (Hyundai) + 06.4s
03) A. Mikkelsen/O. Floene (VW) + 39.8s
04) O. Tanak/R. Molder (Ford) + 02m 26.0s
05) H. Paddon/J. Kennard (Hyundai) + 03m 31.5s
06) E. Evans/D. Barritt (Ford) + 03m 53.0s
07) K. Meeke/P. Nagle (Citroën) + 04m 05.8s
08) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek (Ford) + 04m 26.0s
09) Y. Protasov/P. Cherepin (Ford) + 05m 32.2s
10) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson (Citroën) + 06m 50.9s
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#3: RALLY MEXICO
Words: H&H
Picture: M-Sport
Three from three. There’s seemingly no stopping Sebastien
Ogier and Volkswagen Motorsport once more. This combination
have now won on three different surfaces this year, and their
pace and command at the top must be intimidating for rivals
to match. It all seems a little deja vu: he performed similarly in
his 2013 and 2014 WRC Championship-winning years too...
However, the biggest talking point of the rally was
not this towering performance that saw Ogier dominate from
SS1 to the finish, but rather #TiTanak.
In SS3, Ott Tanak (M-Sport World Rally Team) and
co-driver Raigo Molder damaged their car’s suspension after
hitting a rock. His car’s steering compromised, the Ford
Fiesta RS WRC spectacularly went off the road and landed in
a reservoir. Fortunately, the crew emerged unhurt from the
sinking rally machine. Dramatically, M-Sport’s technicians
were able to retrieve the car from the bottom of the reservoir
some hours later, and they went abotu repairing the sunken
car. Magically, they carried out the repairs and dried out the
essential electronics and were able to retake to the stages to
complete the rally!
Final Rally Mexico Results:
01) S. Ogier/J. Ingrassia (VW) - 04h 19m 13.4s
02) M. Ostberg/J. Andersson (Citroën) +01m 18.8s
03) A. Mikkelsen (VW) + 01m 25.1s
04) E. Evans/D. Barritt (Ford) + 03m 40.2s
05) D. Sordo/M. Marti (Hyundai) + 05m 01.8s
06) M. Prokop/J. Tomanek (Ford) + 06m 36.1s
07) N. Al Attiyah/M. Baumel (Ford) + 14m 52.7s
08) T. Neuville/N. Gilsoul (Hyundai) + 22m 43.3s
09) N. Fuchs/F. Musano (Ford) + 22m 49.0s
10) J. Ketomaa/K. Lindstrom (Ford) + 23m 10.2s
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“I will never forget the
Tanak splashdown!” Malcolm Wilson, Mexico.

CLOSING SHOT
The Closing Shot this week is of Sebastien Loeb and Daniel
Elena. We don’t think this wil be their final WRC outing...
Picture: Citroën Racing

